
" Mr.H.Quinnlate of. theLakes District is nowengaged in con-ducting,theCanongaieHatrii.Btmedio, in a,verysuperiormanner
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Correspondence.
[Wearenotresponsiblefor the opinionsexpressedbyour correspondenta.]

OUR LADY OF LOURDES.
TO THE EDITOK N.Z. TABLET.Sib,— Once upon a time a youngministerbelonging tooneof theProtestant Dissenting sects in England had topreacha sermoninthepresence of perhapsthemost eloquentandpowerful preacherofthepresentcentury. The twoministersdined together,andnaturallythe young man was anxious to kDow theopinionof hiscelebratedconfrere. But the othermansaidnothing about the sermon,untilatlength indespair the young preacher said:"

Pray, what did youthink of my sermon, Brother H?" <«It was avery *hortsermon,sir, replied Mr. H., with stroDg emphasis on the word "short."'Ah] yes repliedthe other, "Idetermined on no account to betedious. Andyet,"repliedthe elderman withaslightsigh, "youwere_ tedious! Now this, lamafraid,is my positionwith regardto thepapersonthe Lourdescures. Ihaveendeavoured,bycuttingout all superfluous matter and making each case as succinct aspossible,not tobe tedious, andyetacandid friend informs me thatlam tediousI Of course lam very grateful to my candid friend
(andImay say,maparenthesis, thatof such candid friends, ready
in thefrankest way to tellmeof my faults,Ihavenever found anylack), but Ireally do not see how to alter either theplanof thework, or, m any-material respect, the mode of itsexecution. Ifyour readers generally share the opinion,Imust ask them to lookuponthe coupleof pages devotedtomy papers as & little mortifica-tion, and tobearinmind that thisis the first work of the kind thathas beenprintedin the English language, at any rate. A criticalinquiry, by a qualified physician, of any narratives of modernmiraculouscures,is at leasta new thing, andIventure to think thatitwill be ofsomeuse. Thetediousness of thecasescannotbe helped.
Inecumulative testimony of such anumberof supernatural curesisof moreimportance than themaking of anicereadablebook. Nowthat very devout client of onr Lady of Lourdes, M.Lasserre,haspublisheda beautifulwork,from a literary point of view, entitled"" EpisodesMiraculenx,"containinganaccount of fivecases cured atLourdes. Twoof theseIhad markedout ashysteria; one of themIhad selected as a typical example of the class of cases whichIbriefly characterizedinchapter

Now,Ihave no hesitation in saying that such casesas thesepublished as miraculous cures do an immense amount of harm.|Imagine a pious woman who reads the book (which has
reached a 16th edition), and gives it to her doctor, who, inFrance, would generally be an infidel. She thinks it will
convert him. Well, he certainly will be staggered by threeof the cases, but two he will only laugh at. The one Ihaveselected as a type of hysteria—that of Mile, de Fontenay— is astriking exampleof howcautious theecclesiasticalauthorities areinstamping a case as miraculous. The lady's friends, who are richpeople,placeda tablet in the churchatLourdes,expressinggratitudefor thecure, but there is not a wordaboutitsbeing supernaturalormiraculous. The Bishop of Autan, three years after the cure,
accepted the endowment' for a Mass to be said every month in
perpetuity as a Mass of thanksgiving. The intention of the Mass,
andthenameof thefounder, areengravedona marble tabletplaced
ia the cathedral,butall itsays is thatMile,de Fontenay was cured,
not miraculously curedoranythingof the kind.Letmeagainremind your readers that the only cures affirmed
by the commission of the Bishop of Tarbes to be miraculous

—
and

even that only with submission to the judgment of Rome— w«ire
subjected tothe closest medicalscrutiny as to all the symptoms tof
the caseand thecircumstancesof tbe cure.Of the thousands of cures whichhavebeen effected through theintercessionof OurLadyofLourdes, Ihaveselected only230 published
in the" Annales." With this letter willbe sent a batch which will
bring us toabouthalf of thoseIhave translated and annotated. Imust ask for your and your readers' kind forbearance until they areallpublished.

In the last number of the "Annales" which Ihavereceived
is anaccount of the devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes iff Asia,
which is very interesting. As Istated in a late number, the
miracles worked at her snrine in Constantinople,andelsewhere inAsia,areleadingto mostextensiveconversionsamong the schismaticGreeks. From recentnewsitappearsfar from improbable thatare-
unionof(the longalienatedEasternChurch may take place,and that
immensecommunity may again be united to the true fold of JesusChrist, under theheadshipof His Vicaron earth.Wonderful as are the cures of bocily infirmities through theintercession of Our Lady of Lourdes, themiraclesof grace wrought
in the conversion of obdurate and impenitentsinners arefar moreso. Of twoof theseIhavebeenmyßelf awitness.—lam, etc.,Chnstchurch, April23. B. H. Bakewell.
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Mb.F.Mehnan,Kingstreet,reports:— Wholesaleprices,includ-ing bags: Oats, Is 6d to Is 9d; wheat, milling 3s to
3s 4d, fowls' feed Is 6d to 2a 3d; barley, malting 3s to 4s,milling 2s 6d to 3s 6d, feeding 2s;oaten hay, £3 to £3 ss;rye-
grass, £3 ;chaff, £2 10s to £3 ;straw, £1 16s to £2 ;bran, £3 6s;
pollard, £4 ; flour, £8 to £8 10s;oatmeal, 12s;fresh butter,
medium to primte,8d to lOd;eggs, 2s3d;salt butter,8d;cheese,4d
to 5d;bacon,8d in rolls, hams ilOd;potatoes, Dements £2 5s to£2, 10s kidneys unsaleable £2.

Quantity in medicine is no indicationof value. Ayer's Sarea-parilla is concentrated andpowerful;requiresasmallerdose,and ismoreeffective, dose for dose, thanany other Sarsaparilla. It is the.beat of allbloodmedicines. '


