
MEETING OF IRISHMEN INDUNEDIN.

(FromourownCorrespondent.)
April28, 1885.

Next to warlike things, whichstillmaintainthe leadin the public
mind here as well as elsewhere in the Colony, matterseducational
havemade themoststir during thepast fortnight.

The most noticeableis the stir whichis best described as a pre-
paration for a stir. Iallude,of course, to thepreparations for the
bazaar in aid of the Convent Building Fund, which willbegin the
day after to-morrow. It will, Iunderstand, be a great thing in
bazaars. A committee of ladies and gentlemen have beenhardat
work for some months; many members of the congregationhave
been helping them; the goodSisters of the convent have cast their
breaduponthe watersin the shape of beautiful stuffs and elegant
fabrics, thathavecomeback to them, aftermanybusy days, fromthe
fair handsof their numerous friends and well-wishers in time to be
cast upon the waters again, with the certainty of comingback at
once in the shape of money; the electric light will play upon a
fancy scene of tasteful'decorations and fancy costumes;a strong
chorus and orchestra have been got together for the opening; the
missionary rectorhasmade severaleloquentappealsonbehalf of the
good Sisters who,heexplained,weredebarredby the Apostolic pro-
hibitionfromsneaking for themselves inthechurches ;on the whole,
it is safe to predict a large sum as the result of all theselabours.
Touching the main question of bazaars, themissionary rector took
the opportunity of explaining thathe preferred thecollectionsystem
to the bazaarsystem. There are, of course,many who agree with
him. There arealso some whohold that ahonse-to-houße assessment
wouldnot only give a better yield, bnt be fairer in its incidence.
One of the chief arguments that weigh with the opponentsof the
bazaar systemis that the expenses of abazaar, which swallow up so
much of theproceeds,are unknownto the other system. To this the
bazaar advocates are swift toreply that advertising always pays,and
that spending of money on a bazaar is in reality spendingit upon
advertising. Thereare manyotherargumentsproandcon,of course,
into whichitis not necessary to enter here. 1nee1only conclude
with an expression of my belief thatall whopreferother modesof
financing will follow the precept and example of the missionary
rector, and do their best, seeing thatabazaar has been determined
upon, to help to make it a success. This is only another wayof
saying that our congregationis anxious touphold thecause of true
education.

The news that the Militia is to be called out has evoked com-
plaints from the young men whohave truthfully given their ages
thatmany young men have baffled the inquiring police-sergeanteby
false answers. Is this from wantof patriotism andhonour,or is it
fromahorror of the Militia uniform? A gentleman whosayshe has
seen samples of a shipment of a thousand suits,;assures me that,
arrayedin theblue jumpers, moleskin continuations,and Glengairy
caps, thebravedefendersof their country will, ata shortdistance,not
be distinguishable fromHer ilajesty's convicts. My friend,Ithink,
forgot thatthe belts and pouches, to say nothingof the rifles and
side-arms, wouldmake a greatdifference. Healso forgot that thereis
somethingmore than dress between the honest anddishonest por-
tionsof society. To talkabout confusion of uniform is to separate
society into thosewhohavebeenforcedout,and thosewho havenot.
Besides, the unbecoming (and perhaps in some cases confusing)
characterof theuniform wasnot known when these false particulars
of age weregiven. We mustput themdown,Ifear,partly toyouth-
ful thoughtlessness and partly toa radical inability to understand
thebeauty of truthorpatriotism.

Yesterdayallthe Volunteers were out by orderof the Defence
Minister (Secretaryof War wouldbeabetter word), under the com-
mandof Colonel Lean. Itwas a useful field-day on the Port Hills,
and theenemy wasof courserepelledatallpoints. The manoeuvres
wereverysuccessful, and themenweremuch admired whereverthey
went. The Volunteers havesuddenly giownmostpopul-r. " " "

(Fromthe OtagoDaily Mines.')
A very large andenthusiastic meeting.was held last (Wednesday)evening in the Batlray streetHall to take steps to form an IrishVolunteerCorps. The hallwas crowded,and when theproceedingsbegan there wereabout250 or300peoplepresent. Mr.J. B Callan
was calledto thechair.

The Chairman,instating the objectof the meeting, said he wasinclined toagree with those who said it was unlikely that theRussians wouldattemptalanding here.■ Atthesametime they wouldbe less likely tocarry out any such intentionwhenit wasshown thatall classes o£ this community were prepared to give them a warmreception.— (Cheers). There were strong andgrowing objections tocalling out the Militia, and it was obvious that any increasein theVolunteerforce would render it less necessary tocall out the Militia.He wasglad toseesuch a crowded andenthusiasticmeetingto-nightHeknew that Irishmen would not be behind other sections of thecommunity in unholding the common cause— (applause),— and thatthey wouldbe ready and willing to taketheirpart in thediscomforts,expenses,and, if need be, the dangers of war. Some peoplemightask why establisha Scotch corps, anIrish corps, or any distinctivecorpsatall? Why not jointhe Volunteercorpsalready established"
He wouldsay that they should have as many distinctive corpsaspossible,as it would tend togenerateaspiritof emulation and worthyrivalry as towhich woulddobest if wardidbreak out.— (Applause.)In theBritish army suchdistinctive corpshadalwaysexisted,callingfortha healthy spirit of emulationtodo thebest, not only for thecause for which they werefighting, but for the country they each(Applause).

Mr. T. Bracken moved the following resolution— "That thismeetingis of opinionthat acorps consisting ofIrishmenand the sonsofIrishmen should be atonce formed to takepart in the defenceofthe Colony, and to perform any other military duties for whichoccasionmaynowor hereafterarise." Insupporting the resolutionhe said that whereverIrishmenlivedinthe enjoymentof theblessingsoffree institutions they werealwaysready in the hour of canger to*defend them. Great Britain and Ireland had many political
differencesin timeof peace, but in time of war, when they werethreatenedby acommonenemy, thesons of bothcountries would befound standing shoulder toshoulder fighting in the commoncause

—.(Cheers.)
Mr. Faganseconded themotion,which wascarriedunanimouslyMr,JohnCarrollmoved thenextresolution, as follows:— ""1hatacommitteebe formed

—
consistingofMessrs J.P.Sprine W G NpIH

T. S. Graham,J.Carroll,J. B.Callan, T. Bracken, J. F.Perrin.andC. S. Reeyes-for the purpose of carrying out all the measuresnecessary for theformation of an Irishcorps, receiving the namesofJ

Mr. Thomas Hall,pastry-cook and confectioner, Princes street,
Dunedin, supplies thebest possiblerefreshments to suitall orders.

The Dunedin Iron and Woodware Company are prepared to
furnish, at themost reasonable rates, iron, timber, and furnitureoE
allkinds. They also deal in kerosene oil of superiorbrands,andin
paper-hangings, paints, andoils. Their 'steel-plated wire mattresses
will be foundof unrivalledquality.

Mr. Percival,George street,Dunedin, conducts the oldest estab-
lished optician'sbusiness in the city. He has alwaysonhanda large
andexcellent stock of spectaclesandall the instruments belonging
tohis trade.

Mr. Harris's Imperial Boot Depot, Princes street, Duoulin,
should be visited by all persons desirous of obtaining boots auu
shoes of thenewest fashions andbest quality atmoderaterates.

Inthe just publishedlife of GeorgeEliot,ananecdote which has
a peculiar application now is told of Emerson and Carlyle. The
authority citedby GeorgeEliot is Miss Bremer. "Carlyle was very
angry with Emerson for not believing in a devil, and to convert
him he brought him through all the horrors of London—the gin
shops, etc., and finally to the House of Commons, plying him
at every turn with thequestion

— 'Do youbelievein a devilriow V"
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thosewilling to join,givingn title, to the regiment, and generally'
attending toall tbat is requiredin thematter."

Mr. J. J. Connor seconded the motion, which was agreed to
unanimously.

The namesof those willingto join werethen taken,189 of those
present,coming forward for thepurpose.

The members of St. Patrick's Brass Band have offered their
services tothe corps when formed.

CHRISTCHURCH.

EDICT OF CONVOCATION OF A PLENARY SYNOD OF
AUSTRALASIA. .Patrick Francis, by thk Gbaoe of God and the Favoubop the HolyShe,Abohbishop op Sydney, Metbopolitan,rto.To theMostRev., andIllustrious, Archbishops and Bishops of theAustralasian churches,and toallwhobyright ought to take part

inaPlenarySynod, Healthin theLord.The MostRev.,the Prelates of the Australasian churches, havingsignified to theHoly See their desire that a Plenary Synod of allAustralasia shouldbe held,andthis designhaving been approvedofby the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith, ourHolyFattier,LeoXIII., the SupremePastor of theChurch onearth,bya briefdated10th ofJunelastyear,andannexed to this Decree,bas grantedpower tous tocanonicaUy convokesuch a synod of theAustralasian churches, and to presideac the sameas Apostolic Dele-gate. Wherefore we,by virtueof the authority graciously grantedtous,proclaim andsummon a Plenary Synod of Australasia to beheld inthe cathedralchurch andadjoiningbuildings, of the city ofSydney, whichplaceappearstobe most convenient for all 'the pre-lates, thisyearon the18thof the kalends of December, which willbe the Saturday before the Feast of the Patronage of the BlessedvirginMary, whoseintercession for the success of our undertakingweearnestly,invoke.
As to the rest this Synod will enable the venerableprelates,whonavebut oneheart and one mind,an opportunity of enforcing themostwise decreesof theGeneralCouncilof the Vatican,of correct-ingabuses, if any,in ecclesiastical discipline, of maintaining and

encouragingCatholiceducation and of promoting the salvationofsoulsand the good of theChurch.But thatall this maybedoneinaccordancewith the canons, weaskandrequire that theMostRev. Prelates come tothis Synod withtheir theologians chosen fromthesecularorregular clergy,andshouldthey be lawfully hinderedfrom beingpresent, that they would sendprocurators.
We also request them tonotify theconvocationof this Synodtoalltheir diocesans who,either by law orby custom, have a right tobe present atja Plenary Synod.

t
'eince they labonrin vain tobuild the house,unless the.Lordbuild it wepray andexhort themost devotedprelates and theentire clergy andpeople thatby prayer they wonldassistus and allwhoshall take part in this Synod, assiduously imploring the greatandgoodGodtosend theHoly Ghost to illuminate our minds andstrengthenour hearts, thatallouracts andeffortsbeinghappilybeganmaybebrought toahappy termination, in the promotion of piety,improvement ofecclesiasticaldiscipline, increase of faith, multipli-cation of worksof piety andmercy, so that those who are without,seeing these things,may glorify Our Father whois inheaven,andbebrought to the one foldof salvation.

© PatrickF.Moban,
o. .„ . Archbishop of Sydney.GivenatSydney, the15thday of April,1885.To theMostRev.the BishopofDunedin.
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