
DearReverendBrethren:— You willperceive from the annexeddocuments that the MostRev. the Archbishop of Sydney, has beenappointed Apostolic delegate for the purpose of holding a PlenarySynod of the Australasian Churches, and that His Grace hassummoned all entitled toassist at such a Synod to meet in Sydneyon the 14thof nextNovember in the cathedral church there. HisGrace has alsorequestedtheBishops to publish these facts in theirseveraldioceses; andask prayers for thesuccess of this most impor-tantassembly. Wherefore, inobedience to this mandate, weherebyinform you that a Plenary Synod will be held in Sydney in thecathedral andadjoiningbuildings there on the14thofnext Novem-ber, and that (2).V. )we shall be present atit. We have also torequest that from the dateof the reception of thid, the prayer DeusMefugium,shall be said in every Mass in which, according to therubrics, itcanbe said, together withits secret and post-communiontill the terminationofthe aforesaid Synod. Inorder that thefaithlulmay ]om inpublicprayer for ablessing on this Synod, We prescribethat the Litany of the BlessedVirgin Mary be said before all Massestill our return from Sydney. *P.MORAN,"
t

Bishopof Dnnedin.Given atDnnedin,April28, 1885.
EDICTUM CONVOCATIONS SYNODI PLENARLEAUSTRALIBNSIS.Patritius FfiANClscus,Dei etApostolicaeSedisgratia,Archie-piscopus Sydneyensis, Metropolitans,etc.Hlustrissimiß etReverendissimisDD. Archiepiscopo etEpiscopisEcclesiarum Australiensium et aliis omnibus gui de jure Synodo

Plenarise interes.sedebent,salutem inDomino.Cum exparte Bevereudissimorum Prsesulum Ecclesiarum Aus-trahensium Sanctae Sedi innotueritin votis esse utplenariatotiusAustralise Synodus celebraretur, cumque hujasraodi consiliumsummopere placuerit Sacrae Congregation! de Propaganda Fide..Sanctissimus D. N. Leo Papa XIII., Supremus in terris EcclesisePastor, Nobis potestatem concessit (ut ex Lhteris Brevibus die10a Junnanni elapsidatis, et huicDecreto adnexis constat) qua adnormamSanctorumCanonum talemSynodumEccletiarumAustralien-
sium convocaremu<», eidemqueex DelegationeApostolicaprseessemus.Nos itaqueviauctoritatis benigniter conceseas Synodum Plenaria'mAustralienßem inCivitateSydneyensigui locus omnibus Prasulibuscommodus et opportunus visusest, in Cathedrali Eccleaia et sedibusadjacentibus adxviii.KalendasDecembris indie SabbatiantefestamPatrocinii Beatissimae Mariae Virginis quae incoeptis nostris sitpropitia,incipiendam,et subsequentibusdiebusprosequendam,et Deoadjuvante ad ejus gl-.riam et laudem. et fidelis populi salutem,absolvendamacperficiendam indicimuset convocamus.Caeterum venerabilibusPraesulibus, quorum corunum et animaunaest,occasionemhasc Synodus praebebitquasapientissimaceumeniciConciln Vaticanidecretasolemniterinculcentur, abusus in disciplineEcclesiastica si gui sint corrigantur, Catholica juventutis institatiovmdiceturet foveatur,et alia peragantur quae ad salutem animaramet Ecclesiaeboaum promovendum spectant.

Haec veroutriteperficiantur,KeverendissimosPjsesulesrogamus\etrequirimusut,cumsuis theologiscclerosaeculari velregulariselectisj^ad Synodum hanc veniant, aut, si ipsi legitima impediti sintprocuratores mittant. Eospariter rogamas ut, in suis Dioeceaibusomnibus gui Synodo Plenarijede jure velcon»uetudine adesse debentaut posßunt, hujus Synodi indictioneoanotamfaciant.De caetero,quoniam in vanum laborant gui aedificant domnmnisi Dominus asdificet earn, rogamus et adhortamur pientissimos1rsesutes et omnemclerum ac pcpulumut suis orationibus Nos etomnesquiSynodointersintadjuvent,Deumoptimummaximumassidueobsecrantes ut assistricem sapientiam immittat quae nobiecum sitetnobiscum laboret, mentes illuminet et corda succendat, sicqueactus et operationesbene incoeptas feliciter ad exitum perducat utnostris consiliis pietas promoveatur, ecclesiastici ordinis decusaugeatur, fides firmetur et opera Christianas pietatis et misericordisemagisque abundent adeoque gui foris sunt haec videntes glorificentPatremgui inCcelis est et ia unicumsalutisovileaggregentur.
Datum apud Sydney,die15 Aprilis, 1885.

£g| PatritiubF.Moran,
Revmo.D.Episcopo Dunedinensi, Archiep.Sydneyen.

Dunedin.

The devotionsof the Month of Mary will commence this (Fri-
day)evening, with the Eosary and Benediction of the Most HolySacrament,in St. Joseph'sChurch,Dunediu.

HisLordship the Bishop ofDunedin will administerthe.Sacra-
ment of Confirmation at Lawrence on Sunday next, and at the
Tevioton the followingTuesday. He will be in theQueenstowndis-
trict on the second and third Sundays in May. His Lordshipwillreturn to Dunedin forPentecost, and on the Tuesday following willadministerfirst Communion andConfirmationatSt.Patrick'sChurch,
South Dunedin. On the Sunday after he will be in Invercargill.

OnSunday, theFeastof thePatronageof St.Joseph, the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation was administered to 106 recipients in St.Joseph'sChurch,Dunedin,by His Lordship the Bishop. The girlsconfirmed, who for themost part werepupilsof theDominican Nuns'Schools, wereprettily attired in white;and the boys,under the careof theChristian Brothers, woreeach a blue scarf and medal. Theconductof both boys and girls during the ceremonies showed thatthey hadbeen well instructed.

Now that Russiancruisers are reported to be in more or lessproximity to ourcoasts, we maybe permitted todoubt theprudeace
thathas issued the very creditable half-yearly report and balance

NEW ZEALAND TABLET Friday,May1, LBBS
sheetof theBank ofNew Zealandwhich will be found in another
column. But, Russians ornoRussians, themanagement deserve to
becongratulated on the marked success thathas attended on theirefforts for the goodof the company,and we arevery happy to con-gratulate them. *

An « Old Identity" writes to the Daily Time* objecting toBelgian colonistsontheauthority of somesilly publication called a« Girls'Annual," and whichit seems ia accountable for a shamefully
false and disreputablearticleonBelgian Girls. We shouldbe glad
to learn fromanOld Identity,who ought to be a good authority onthe subject, what it is thatmakes Bcotch womenwhoaccording tothe recent testimony of the Provost of Edinburgh, and undeniablestatistics, are grossly, immoral, so much superior to Belgian girlswho lie, that they should be infinitely preferable colonists! OldIdentity might also inform the public as to whetherPresbyterian
ministers donot winkatillegitimate birthsquite asmuchas Catholicpriests winkat lying. There is certainly quite asmuchreason thatthey should doso. Will "OldIdentity," whoissurely experiencedinthis matter, kindly crack this nut for us ?

shall haveher rights, and they have made up their minds,
whilst failing in no duty to their sovereign, to refuse tosubmit toill-treatment at thehands of any portionof theirfellow-subjects,be they English,Scotch,or theIrish garrison,
as the landlord class of their country is called. Of coursetheir enemies say this is disloyal, but Irishmen have intel-lects too keen to treatsuch acalumny otherwise thancontemp-tuously,and too brave tobeturnedfrom their righteous coursethroughfear ofsuchabaseless falsehood. Mencan, thank God,be truly loyal to their countryand its Government,and at thesame timecondemn abuses andevenpassionately demand theirrights. And Irishmen are such men. It gives us greatpleasure to publish the report of theproceedings of Wednes-day evening'smeeting, and weentertain not the least doubtthat should a hostile force attack this portion of HerMajesty's dominions, none willbe found in the day of trialmore brave, devoted, and skilful than the members of theIrish Company of Dunedin Volunteers.

NOTIFICATION TO THE CLERGY OF THEDIOCESE OFDUNEDIN.

OMNE IGNOTUMPRO MAGNIFICO.

One of our contemporaries is not quite satisfiei with theappointment of Sir George Whitmore to the command ofthe Colonial Forces. In the estimation of the writer towhom wereferSir George is too old acolonist to be fit for theoffice, and, as he would seem to argue, consequently tooignorant. He is also evidently of opinion that it is onlynecessary to send home for an officer, to get the genuinearticle. Well, we are rather sceptical as to the certainty ofalwayssecuring the real thing by importations from Homeand we really thought that a sad experience had caredcolonists of the craze of runinglike babies after newcomersHitherto any one from Europe with plenty of assumptionwas sure to be run after, and notwithstanding themanyproofslately afforded that they were made of brass and clay
we regret to find that a cure has not been effected. Onewouldhave thought, however, that apublic writer holding aresponsible position wouldhave felt himself called upon tosustain an appointment made by the Government on itsresponsibility,and haveabstained from vilipending its iudg
ment before trial, and from flinging distrust in theface of a brave and proved soldier at the very firstmoment of his appointment. l\ ow is the time to endeavourto inspire confidence,notdistrust;nowis the time to sustainthe Governmentby willing and encouraging words, instead oflabouring to sow the seeds of distrust and weaken confidencein the leaders of thecountry. "We do not desire to eulogiseSir George Whitmore,— heis above our eulogy but wedothink that his experience of the Colony,his knowledgeof itsgeography,people, and resources is one of his chief recom-mendations,andwehavelittledoubt that,allthings consideredhis appointment is the very best that oould have beenmade!We must say weentertain the greatest distrust of strangerspitchforkedover theheads of able and tried colonists, simplybecause they are strangers. There is a great deal too muchof that spirit which legaids everythingnot our ownas neces-sarily something better than our own, amongstcolonists,andwhich cannotbe bettter described than in the words of ourheading—" Omne ignotum pro magnifico,"

—
which may befreely translatedby theold saying:Cows far awayhavelonsrhorns. 6
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