
TheJournaldeSt.Petersburg oontaina"> reportthattheAfghan*
intendtorevoltin favour of Russia.

Monday.'" The Copticb&sbeenchartered by the Imperial Government "%;a fastcruiserfor the New Zealand coasts. Arrangements are nowbeing made toavoidsendingheron a homeward voyage. She willtow theshipNorthumberland toNapier totake the cargoof frozen
meat which iBnowready at that port,and the cargo whichwas tohave followedin the Northumberlandwill beput aboardthe shipLyttelton and steamship Arawa, The Coptic will,go fromhereto
Wellington withher original cargo, and will then be at once fittedupforher new service. She may for this purpose have to go to
Australia.

TheGovernment have cabled to the agent-generalto procure
andatonce forward2000 standof thelatestmilitary rifles(Martini-
Henry) tothe Colony,together withall the necessary appointments.
The Defence Minister having agreed to accept the servicesof the

1 TimaruRifle VolunteerCompany, the rollisbeingrapidly fillednp.
Over50 namesweregiven last night.

A messenger-has arrivedwith a letter to GeneralGraham fromthe chiefs of the Amara tribe offering a forceof 5000 men to join
i theBritishagainst OsmanDigma.

The stockm&Tket isimproving, asapprehensionsof warbetween
;England andRussia are subsiding. Consols haveadvanced by IJ,< andarenowquotedat 97. The marketrateof discounthas declined
to2}per cent,andiB now1per cent,below thebankrate.

Ithas transpired that in his late dispatch to the Government
GeneralKomaroff announced thatwhen Penj-deh andtheposts in
the neighbourhood were evacuated by the Afghans and the latter
fled.toHerat,he deemed it expedient toplacePenj-dehunder tem-
poraryRussian administration.SirJulius Vogel on Saturday afternoon receiveda cable mes-sagefrom the-Agent-general statingthat the prospectsof peaceare

!less gloomy.
Ifthe coloniespay thenecessary cost, the Admiralty are willing

to.supply menandmaintainthemen-of-warbelonging to thecolonial
navies. TheN.Z. Shipping Company's steamer Kaikoura ha&jbeen
selectedbyjthe Admiralty for equipment asacruiser.

Rumoursofapeacefulsettlementof.theexistingdifficultybetweenEngland andRussia continue tobe rife, bnt so farnothing of a de-
finitenature has transpiredinxegaTd tothesituation. TheStandard
states that the Ameerof Afghanistanis indisposedto press his claim
toPenj-deh, and expresses thebelief thateverything,demanded by
Russia has been conceded except Zulufika, which remains Afghan
territory.

The NewcastleHeraldof 11hasaparagraphas follows:— ■"TheAmericanschooner Quickstep arrivedhere yesterday morning from
Melbourne. CaptainJacobsenreports thatonthe 6th,when25 miles
from CapeHowe,hepassedaRussian sloop-of-war steering W.S.W.,
comingfrom theeastward,buthadnocommunicationwithher. She
had fore-and-aftcanvasset,and wassteaming,"

Tuesday.
The carpentersatBlenheimhave given threemonths1 notice to

their employers that the workinghours will be reducedfrom 48 to
46 hoars per week.

TelegramsfromWaikatostate that considerableastonishmentis
felt there at the Governmentinsisting in thePunuirailway contract
in patting newclauses in thecontract providing that work shallbe
stopped inthe event of war with Russia. The contractor for the
Turangosection,Mr.Isaac Co&tes, expresseshis willingness toaccept
such clauses, provided the Government wouldcompensate for the
plantandmaterialinuse at the time of the stoppage,andpay for
work done. This thePublic Works Department wouldnotagree to,
anda remonstrance has been forwarded to Wellington. The New
ZealandHeraldsays:*' We understandfrom the Minister forPublic
Works that theclauses whichhave beeninsertedinthe Turangocon-
tractis to the effect that in the event of the loannot being raised
the Governmentshall have power to stop the work without being
liable to any excessiveclaimfor compensationorfor loss. Thereis
nothing abouta declarationof war in the contract, but of course
thatevent may form an element innot being abletoraisethe loan."

The MostRev.Herbert Vaughan, Catholic Bishopof Salford, is
apassengerby tbeOrientsteamer Australfor Sydney.

Itisrumoured thatGermany ispreparirga freshsurprisein con-
nection with hercolonialannexation policy. /Owing torecent telegramsindicating aprobablepeaceful settle-
ment of tbe Busso-Afghanquestion, theNew South Wales Govern-
ment consider itatpresentunnecessary toclose the western channel
of PortJackson asproclaimedin theGovernmentGazetteof the15th
inst.

The French ultimatumin reference to the suppressionof the
BosphoreEgyptienhas beenpresentedtotheEgyptian Government.
It is reportedthat the latter have refused toaccede to the relicensing
of thatpaperasdemanded.

AdmiralTryon has been directedto visit the-several ports in
the Australian.Colonies toconfer with the authorities on the subject
of their defence.

Anumberof torpedoes-havebeenprocured inGermany.
The Admiralty have-engaged the Orient Company'sLusitaniaas

acrosier,andthe Coptic has beenengagedforNew Zealand.
A telegraphicdispatchhas beenreceivedatthe War Office. from

SirGerald Graham, in which he states that the Colonial troops
marched pn Saturday lasta distance of 14 miles through a pass'con-sisting of most difficultcountry in nine hours, Colonial Richardsdn,
commandant of the Australian contingent, conducting tbe retire-
ment of the forceinexcellentstyle.

Mr.Gladstonestates thatanhonourablesettlementoftbeAfghan
difficultyis probable* GeneralKomaroff,- meantime, admits having
receivedthepews of the,agreement between England and Russia
before March 28, while it is officially,asserted that theAmeer bf
Afghanistan wouldrather abandonPenj-deh toRussia tban permit
the Britisharmytooccupy Herat. And yet the Ameer, stated on
Fridayl ast that he would never surrender an.inch. General
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At thepresent time(says theWellington Post) 85 members of theArmed Constabulary forcearereceiving instructioninartillery work
at theMount (Took barracks. The coarseof drillis somewhat severe,
and every manis earning every penny he receivesfrom Government.The daily drillsoccupyseven andahalf hours. The firstcommencesat 6.30 a.m.,andiBof anhour and a half's duration; the secondextends from 9 a.m. to 12.30p.m.;the thirdis from2p.m. to4.30p.m.;andthe fourthis from6p.m.to7p.m. Therearefour instruc-tors. Allof them are thoroughly qualified men, and the force towhom they are imparting instruction is making very satisfactoryprogress. Fifty-fire out of 85 are learning to work,big guns, theremainder being instructed in the use of the gin, a contrivanceemployed to movecannonabout. By meansof the gin inuse atthebarracksoneman findsno difficulty in lifting a piece of artillery
weighing, nearly a ton and a half. Major Goring and Captains
Ooleman and Gudgeon take part inevery,drill,occupying positionsin the ranks. Another detachment of men is expected from theNorthshortly, theintentionbeing tohaveover100 members of the
force capable of working the big gnns which arebeingerected fortheprotectionof the fonr chiefportsof the Colony.

Themountingof aseven-tongun,wassuccessfully accomplishediat St. Clair, near Dunedin,yesterday. The tramway tothebattery-
site at Lawyer's Head is completed. The gun will be fixed inpositionaboutWednesday next.

Theceremony of turning the first sod of theNorthIslandTiunkrailway,at the Te Awamutuend of line, was performedon Wednes-day afternoon, and witnessed by alarge assemblageof Natives andiEuropeans. The preliminary operations are begun on the southbranch of the Tenui River, three miles from Te Awamutu, and
immediately within the boundary of what is known as the KingCountry. Around tie spotselectedfor the ceremony,EuropeansandNatives to the number of 600 eat or stood in apparent anxious
expectancy. Theimportanceof the eventappearedtobe fullyrealisedby all.

Sir Thomas Brassey, First Secretary of the Admiralty,statesthat the names of vessels belonging to the Colonial navies,whensuch have been organised, will appearin the officialnavylists.
Prince Bismarck has issued an order forbidding Germanmanufacturerstosupply torpedoestoany foreignPower, i

TheFrenchGovernmenthavedemanded thattheFrenchpaperBos*phoreEgyptien, whichhas been suppressedby the EgyptianGovern*ment foranimadvertingontheGovernmentpolicy inreference totheSoudan,shall be re-licensed. Nubar Pasha states,inreply, that his
Governmentwerequite justifiedinstopping thepaper.TheirRoyal Highnesses the Prince and Princess ofWales werereceivedwithenthusiasm on their public appearance in Cork, anddemonstrationsof disloyalty wereconfinedtooccasionalhissesamong
thebystanders. Thehostile demonstrationmade on their arrivalledtoariot,during whichrevolverswereused, and the troops charged
with fixedbayonets. Severalpersons were wounded.

Subject toGeneral Kornaroff not advancing, the basis of theAfghan frontier delimitation will be agreed upon. The town of
Penj-deh will be ceded to Russia, the Ameer of Afghanistan con-senting.

Earl Dufferin, who is now returning from Bawal Pindi toCalcutta, was presentedat.Lahore to-day withan address from the
localMunicipalBoard.In replying toithis Excellency took occasion
tosaythat the dominions of theAmeer of Afghanistanhadbeenthesceneof anunprovokedattackon thepart,of theRussian forces,and
he rejoiced to find that the .princesandpeople of India were rally-ing to theBritish standard. Itwasimpossible,his Excellencyadded,
toforesee the endof thepresentcrisis, but if warresulted it would
be in despiteof the efforts of moderationon thepart of'England.

The offer made by theCanadian Government in March last, to
send 3000 men to the Soudan,has been renewed, but this time theoffer is for service inAfghanistan. Inthe event of an outbreak of
hostilitiestheShahof Persiaoffers England the assistance of 40,000
troops.

BATtJBDAY.
TheWestport Coal Company intendrecommencing workintheirmineon Monday next. Sixty new miners have been eDgaged in

other partsof the Colony to take theplace of the men who struckworkinDecember last. The first instalment of new hands arrivedto-day.
A largemeeting is tobeheldinLondon to take into considera-tion theconditionof the Britishnavy.
The Scots Grejs, witha detachmentof artillery and two guns,

as well as a squadron of lancers, advanced onThursday withoutoppositionas faras Otao Wells,apointabout20 miles fromSnakimon the road to Berber, and formed a zareeba there. The newMahdihas captured the townof ElObeidfromthe followers of theMahdi.
A dispatchhasbeen receivedfromGeneralKomaroff, dated6thApril,in whichhe states thatafter thehostilitieson the 30thult.the

remnant of the Afghan force fled to Herat. A detachment of
Russiantroops remainat thePulkilistafort,twomilesnorthof Penj-deh, GeneralKomaroff concludeshis dispatch by stating that anadvance isatpresentneedless.

Persistentrumours are current that a peaceful settlement hasbeeneffectedof the Russo-Afghan difficulty, but nothing tangible
hastranspired. Thepaily Telegraph'sVienna correspondent statesthat theRussianreply to Englandsays thatthe Czar considers warwouldbedeplorable,andhopes that prompt arrangements may bearranged for apacific solution of the difficulty. Itis stated that in
considering the dispatch theBritishCabinetgladly accept the termsof thecommunication. Stocks arerising.

Inthe House of Commons on Thursday Mr. Gladstone took
oocasiontodeny the statementcirculatedtotheeffect that Penj-deh
has beencededtoRussia..
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