
(Fromour ownCorrespondent.)
The most absorbingtopics of newtandgossip here during thepastRnaL^V1"6,*£ w?!tUitfai of a° war betweenRussia and England, and the meansof strengthening our Colonialdefences. The latter follows as of course from theimportance ofSI^SSSnISL00"168 J°lhe *W P«toaw»UT, whenever,at least,tne cableinforms us of there being any ominoussigns of warfareapparent on the European horizon. The intelligence of there«ilgg *RTan 3,fi«*d o^.destinedfor the Southern Pacific,seems to have fully aroused the apathy of our local "horseguards, for active steps are being taken to fortify our valuableUSSt ?w?haß r*^6

- Thelocal defences, consistingo? theerection of batteries for large ordnance, commanding the entranceto the harbour, are being pushed forward with all due dispatch,and are expected to be in position in complete telegraphiccommunication withina week orso. Thebatterie? willbe mannedby a force of Armed Constabulary men, who are being instructedfor that purpose and who will form a permanent artillery, or thenucleusof such a^ force. Active preparations arealso being madefor the immediate calling out of the first-class militia of thedistrict. The existing commissions of all formermilitiaofficers arecancelled and the services ofmilitary officers areinrequisition.A feeling of uneasiness and alarm naturally prevades thefemale breast on such occasions as the present, when such si^nsof active warfare are abroad, and so many unexpectednocturnalcommotions cause the more timid, at least, to believe that aRussian force has landed and are actually pillaging the city Acasern point came under my knowledgea few days since, whichwill show that this statement is not quite fictional. A peace-able inhabitant of our rising suburb of Newtown was inducedthrough the strong inducements, nay, supplications of his betterhalf, topurchasearevolver for the protectionof their domicile intheevent of any Russian maraudersdiscovering that retreat. The"shooting iron"was procured, loaded with great care and placed
beneath thepillows to ensure its being to band in case of beingrequired on the shortest notice. A wakeful watch was nownightly kept during the "sma'hours ayant the twal"by husbandand wife alternately, as a provision against any too sudden orunannounced indoor visit by such unwelcome visitors in searchof booty Things went on capitally in this manner for a fewdays, without;anypowderbeing wasted, until in the early hoars ofGoodInday morning when the sentinel wife aroused herliege lord,
with the startling announcement that the enemy,wereupon them,forshe had justheard thesounds of voices and footsteps in theback
premises. They listened, yes,it wasno false alarm,— the soundofmuffled voices were plainly audible from the out-houses. Herhusband grasped his instrument of defence,determined thatif theyweretobe servedalaBmse, they wouldsell theirproperty,naytheirlives,as dearly aspossible. Withoutdelayingto habilitatethemselves
in any other garments than those they "had on, they stealthilyproceededin Indian file from the marital apartments to the backpartofthe premises where the aggressors would now be. Peeringthrough the scullery windows,figures were visible groping aroundthe wash-houEe. Thiswassufficient. After a fond embrace and animpressiverequestby the wife tobe sure todo forallof them, or elsethey would be done for, the husband with valiant effort firedthrough the window into the outside darkness, deeming it werewasteof theEnglish language to give any admonitarynoticeof theirintention to resist the cupidity of the Muscovites. The sound oftwobodies falling against the building witha heavy thud, a lowpitiablemoanfrom one.and somepleadingexpressionin th.3 Englishvernacular from the other followed, breaking the stillness of themidmehtair. This causedthe shootist topause in hisbloody careerandenquireintrembling accents, who were there. A voice asfromthe tomb replied"Oh, pleasesir, don't shoot no more we are onlythebaker's boys, bringin the hot-cross bun", Ob, lnd1 oh, lad!"Tableaux. A faintingwife, aspectre-like figure wildly rushingoutsidethepremises and exclaimingamid sobsoverthsswoonineboy."I'veshot thebakerIOh II'veshot thebaker."
Icannot chronicleany special celebrationof the anniversary ofIrelands patron Saint,by the Clan-no-Gaelof this city. A feelingof somethingakin to apathy seems to havecreptoverus for someyearspast, regarding the commemorationof St. Patrick's Day, whichdoesnot redoundto the creditof Ireland's sons. There was a timewhen the celebrationtook the form of a dinner,at whichall Irish-men could assemble whate'er their varying creeds or politicalopinions, whenspeeches, anecdotes, and songs, "racy of the soil

"
abounded, which enkindled a spiritof unsectarian nationality andbrought to the minds of manypresent the remembranceof scenespassedin dearoldIreland.

« Thatling'ring haunt,
The greenest spoton Mem'ry'swaste."

Were it not for the sports organised by the Hibernian Societywithin thelast few years,for thecelebrationof the occasion, St.Pat-ricks Day in Wellington couldnot nowbe distinguished from anyother day in the calender. Evenfor this small markof appreciationof the day, theSociety are blamed,and cold water thrown on. theirefforts,and that tooinquarters whereit shouldbe otherwise. It istobe regretted that thisSociety, whichis purely abenefit and non-pohticalsociety,shouldbe discountenanced andbannedby thepowersthatbe, asif it werea secret Society. There might be a reasonforthis,if another Catholic Society of similar objects, butwith a lessnational appellationandsympathy, was proposedtobe formedor inexistence. Inaddition to theusualsports,theHibernianSociety thisyeararranged acapitalconcertappropriatetotheoccasion,which washeldat theAthenaeum Hall, and was remarkably well patronisedAninteresting featureof the entertainment was the introductionofagenuine Irishreel and jig,danced to themusic, supplied by a realJive Irish fiddler. It is needless to add that this partof the pro-gramme was thoroughly appreciated. The concert was repeatedon
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Easter Monday evening by special request. The proceed! of theSSS%*« t0a* theP"ol"** of a.pSd banrahonSe! * OrdeWd *° * mMQfactatedP tor itinlS
Imnstdefer themention of some othermattersuntilray i»«xt.

ST. PATRICKS DAY AT BLENHEIM.
(MarlboroughTimet, March 18.)

tSLS*S V*** in c?nn^tion with the H.A.C.B. Society, whichwereheldyesterday, passedoff very satisfactorily. The membersofthe Society, to thenumber ofabout 60, assembled at thoschoolroom?" «, £ f*
'ormJn8 two hy tw° **W marched through thetown,*°c President and the other officers leading. Theprocessionwasmarshalled by Mr. O'Neill, and presented quite an attractiveappearance,eachmember having donned the regaliaof the SocietyThey wereaccompaniedby theFriendlySocietief' Band, who^SySseveral selectionsalong the line of route.. After a halt in Market$oare

ii
he P"**881011 matched to Mr. H. Jellyman'a paddock inMaxwellroad,wherethe sports were held. The attendance during

«? JX!f p.°,rtl°* of thedfty wasn<* ]Mge,but as theday wore oSJ.fc__was considerably augmented. Male adults to the number ofiILP^L^BT'wh^thel îea and chiMrenfree. Taking all things into consideration the Society are to^becongratulatedon the successof theirfirstgathering 7 «
The concert given in Bwart's hall last evening, under theJ?nTLl\° £ th« local.H-t'C:B- Soci«*y^a«the most sncfessfulof S"1 ka<iWll mthedißfcri<*- Owingto thegreatpressureonour

KS^ffi* 6 rep° rtft ° f the Bports and exceptionally largeamount of telegrams,weareunfortunatelyprecludedfrom publisbinkalengthy criticism of the effortsof thevariousperformers. Althoughthe late hour at which the sports concludedwascalculatedtodSZranumber from attendinguntil long after the opening hourrthehalliS?BSP*ycri ê<l.aiiR <lnartepto eight,anY those who arrivedJatehad to seek the kindly services of the obliging membersof theH.A.C.B.S. to secure seats. Every endeavor was made to affordsitting room for a larger number of persons than the ball couldcomfortably accommodate, but everyone being in a goodhumourST7 dlßC?m,forfc 9 willi°gly Pn* «P with, and xcorn wasfound for everybody. The concert wasopenedby an overture fromthe Oratorio "
Bin'by the Blenhiem Siring Band. Tne playing ofthe Band thioughont theprogramme reflec ed the greatest creditupon them, and wasanadditional evidenceof the care with whichthey have endeavoured to make it creditable to themselves Thesecond item on the.programmewas the part song "The meetingofthe Watei-s," which was well rendered by the members of thecbofus.Mr.Leonard Redwood with "Hear the Wild Wind Blow

"
obtainedthe applauseof theaudience, although, toour mind, thesong mi»hthavebeenmorepleasingly rendered. Mr. Walshe, an entirely newfSJU""e,dl,8t"ct» secured agreat successinhis charactersketchTeddy OKouke'sLetter." Mr. Walsbe, with the exception of oneother gentleman m thedistrict, is the only comic singer we haveheard here with pleasure. Laterin iheevening he sang with equal

IS?^'^J^an's Farewell," bringingdown an*appreciativehouse. The solo "A Dream within a Dream," by Miw Walshe,waa thoroughlyappreciated,as washerrenderingof"Molly Ashore"in the second part, whichwasas wellsung as we haveever heardit,
thepleasing pathosof themusic and words taking possessionof thehearersand inducing them to give a mostenthusiasticencore. MisiWalshes "Molly Asthore" was generally considered the genxof theevening Miss Mark gave '-The IrishDiamonds "as a pianofortesolo with good taste andexpression. Messrs. Green andGudgeontook theduet, "The Moon hath raised her lamp above," anfthefirst part wasbrought toa conclusion by "The Midshipmite," which,although a wellhackneyed song, in the hands of - Master Harry-Bedwood,was verypopular. Mr. Vavasourwasdecidedly successfulwith his solo, " The Yeoman's Wedding Song." The trio,. "OurEvening Song," by Mrs. Wardandthe MissesRedwoodand Augustus
formed a pleasing feature of the programme. Mi«s ClcarV wasfairly successful with the song "Kate O'Shane," her detractingnervousnessbeing excusableunder the circumstances. Mr. Holmeswas inhis best formin his rendering of that ever attractive ballad"

Eilleen Alannah,' andscored anenthusiasticencore. The interesttokenin the concert was largely due to the assistance of Mrs andMiss, Mark. In the first part of the programme Mra. Mark sanefirm my Country" in excellent voiceand withsplendidexecution.Ina duet with Miss Mark « The Elfin Call
"

her voice blendedverypleasingly with herdaughter's. The finest duetof the eveningwas the "TwoCousins," by Misses Augustus and Marks, which wasdeservedly encored. "The Blind Girl to her Harp"by Mrs Markwas generally admired, whilst the concert was on all handspronounced tohave passed off with the utmost satisfaction Wehave toregret that the great disadvantage at whichwe wereplaced
inhavingtoputup witha seat atthe extremeendof theHall,pie-
ventedua from giving thatattentionto tneproceedingswedesired.

Mgr.Herzog, Piince-BishopofBrefllau,nnder the iuriidiotion ofwhom are all the seaports of Northern Germaoy. has made thinannouncement:" The Emperor of Germany having manifested thedesire that the German navy should henceforthbe included in theordinary prayers of theFaithful,Ioidain that, in the placeof thepassage:
"
Protect all theGermanmilitary forces,' the priest shallsay:"

Protect the royalarmyandall the forcesof earthaud tea oftheGermanEmpire.' "
�,.

An .Anarchist periodical effusively welcomes the aatbetioandmillionaire Socialists, Andrew Caraegb and Oortlandfc Palmer asSssi, A êll" T£ eO.ry,' how«w, is one thing, and practiceanother;andif their Socialism were taken too seriously, thoseele-gantgentlemenmight feel like the fine lady who,when* grateful
a �£? church
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