
certainly read thesameproof in just such a propheticutterancenow
more than thirty years ago,butof thismoreanon. IsourProphet's
nameby theway,R. W. Perkins ? For under the title of the publi-
cationwe find this name written,as thatof the author, with a pen?
BntPerkinoff orPerkinovichmight, for purposesof espionnage, be so
mutilated,and, as we said we havereason to believe that this is no
genuine prophecy but a publicationintendedtomake theway smooth
for ourRussian invaders. Oursuspicions,moreover,are strengthened
by finding writtenalso with apenon Ihemargin in a certainplace,
that after the overthrow of England itis strictly prohibitedby Holy
Writ thatany resortshall behadtoarms. Englishmenare tosubmit
totheirdefeatand meekly accept theirnewpositionofRussian serfs.
So boastsour Ferkinoff,revealingoncemorehis truecharacter. But
the whole documentis so composedas to turnthe heartsof colonists
againstEngland. Sheis tobe thefirstof those ten toesirretrievably to
fall. And thatwe should live tohear England compared to a toe,
anirretrievably fallen toe1 She thehead, nay, tbe very topping of
the wholeuniverse!" NotwhilstEngland shallendure" wearetold
again "willChristianity pervade theearth." And yet,again ,' Eng-
land'spresentgreatnessisanythingbutaproofof God'sapprobation,

'
and, then,itis insisted uponthat England is the 'Modern Babylon.'
becauseBorneonly exportscement, as wehaveseen.

—
Butsurelyhere

the climaxis capped. Andnowletusseehowourpretendedprophet,
the wily Perkinovich, deals with Russia. The Greek Church, he

Availsus, willbe thelast tobe overthrown. Of Protestantism mean-while,English Protestantism especially,hehas avery pooropinion.
41 The clergy,"hesays," seemas greedy of filthy lucre, and to covet
toenjoy thegood things of this lifeas other folk; and materialism
andunbelief are rapidly spreading and everywhere abound; and
such is the disunion, dissention, and antagonism amongst the pro-
feßsing Christiancommunity, thatit needs a second advent to re-
establish thetruth." Our prophet,as we see,and hereinwe and a
fresh proofof his double-dealing,sincehe can seem so very foolish,
iB not altogether a fool. ThisProtestantism,then, falls first of all,
andafteritthe Catholic Churcb. Tbe Greek Church however en-
dures to tbe last,a markof its superior vitality that we might well
find putforwardas abaitby aRussian emissary. ButourPerkinoff
reserves the crowning glory for the Russian hosts, who shall
provevictoriousuntil Heavenitselfopenlyand immediately contends
against them. Could the proudest son of the House of Romanoff
itself matea louder boaston behalfof his armies than this? Oh(Perkinoff, Perkinoff, our eyesare opened to you. Under the pre-
tenceof aprophetic utterance and with all the authority of Holy
Writ, youareseekingto seduceBritish colonistsfrom theirallegiance
and toprepare the wayfor the successful invasion of the Muscovite
We recommendyou to theattentionof the gallantvolunteersof New
SouthWales, and, if they donotoccupy themselveswith you,aoone
elseneedbotherhis headaboutyour senselessrigmarole.

armoured ships, would have been one against which he, at least,
wouldhaveset his face withadeterminationthatnonecould impair.
But those of us who looked to him for helphave lookedinvain!
The daymay come, and may even be near— which God forbid!—
-when the present betrtyal of our,Navy by a set of politicians,
admirals, and constructors,may wring from us.acry whichthe very
ends of the earthwillhear." SirEdwardReed, then,appealsto the
readers of bis letter not to regard him as speaking under the
influenceof exaggeratedfear,andhe goes on toquote theopinionsof
severalhigh navalauthorities who coincide perfectly inhis views,
His conclusion is as follows :— "Itwillnot be denied that, apart
frompolitics, apart from foreign outlooks, apart from all passing
fears andapprehensions,thisis a most critical time for theNavy of
this country and for the Empire which it is charged to protect.
The fighting shipsbuiltof woodand propelled by sails,to tbeper-
fectionof whichallthe long centuries of the past had contributed,
have been swept away. Steeland steam andnewly-devised gun-
powdersandgun-cotton anddynamite have become tbemeans and
instruments of naval warfare, and there ia laid upon the British
Admiralty the great, the immeasurableresponsibility of seeing that
under these alteredconditions the Navy of this country isnot sur-
passedor leftbehind from any cause whatever or inanypart what-
ever. If Isaw them nobly striving to acquit themselves of this
high duty,Iwouldgladly, knowing something of what the duty
involves, applaud and assist them in every way. But Ihave for
some time feared,Ihavesincebecomeconvinced,andInowpublicly
assert, that they are unequal to the work they have undertaken
andhavebecomea sourceof grave national danger. Knowing that,
in armoured ships at least, size is, as Mr. Baroaby says, a fair
measure of power,they have carefully made our ships inferior to
othersin this primary quality. They have followedthis upby with*
holding from these inferior ships even the defences which they
could quite well have carried. They have not only stripped our
shipsof armour, and so exposed them to gun destruction,bnt they
haveoffered, andjare still offering themup asprey to the torpedo,
and tellingthe seamen whoare to take theminto action that it is
their business to prevent the ram or the torpedo attacking them.
In short, theNavy is ingrave danger,andit has been put in that
danger needlessly and wantonly, inspite of multiplied warnings. I
appeal toMr Gladstone to put an end to this deplorablestate of
things. Ifhe declines— anditis hard to see how he can well take
theinitiative

—
thenIappeal to independent men who care for the

countryandcare for itsNavy, andIask them to interpose. Thank
Heaven,therearesuch men. Mr Ooschenis one, andcould act with
effect. Mr,W. H.Smith is another,andhas quite recently declared
thatno fear ofanypartof theblame falling upon him shall prevent
him from advocatingany naval measures which he conscientiously
considersurgent. Ishall not myself seek to take any lead in the
matter, for Ihave neither the time nor tbe disposition, nor the
influence to justifymein doing so. But this Iwill do, with your
permission;Iwillhere repeat in the most public and responsible
manner that the Ajax, Agamemnon, Colossus, and Edinburgh, and
the six ships of the Admiral' claBS, are all utterly unfit toengage
the correspondingFrench chips; unfit to enter the lineof battle at
all;unfit toberetained on the listof armouredships;andIdemand
thatthey beat leastaffordedprotectionagainst thatswift destruction
from the fireofthe smallest guns afloatwhich nowawaits them. If
this be not done, thenupon the heads of the present Board of
Admiralty must continue to rest, after this public warning, the
responsibility of delivering tenBritish ships of the largest class an
easy and certain prey to destructionshould war arise."— "With the
prospectofimmediatewarbeforeour eyes, all this, we must admit
is hardly comforting, and whetherit, with much more to a similar
effect thathad preceded it,has had anything todo inencouraging
the designsof foreign nations unfriendly to England, as maywell
prove tohave been the case,or not,itat leastmust seemvery dis-
couraging to those who dependupon the mother country for naval
protection.

£100,000 for their services, and whose labours
nevertheless,haveresultedin placing theEnglish navyinacondition
which would only have been intelligible had it been built under
foreign control.— Sir Edwardclaims to haveforetoldthe fate of the
Captain so exactly that the late Duke of Marlborough and the
present Lord Derby were forcibly reminded of his paper by the
descriptiongiven of the catastrophewhen it had actually occurred.
Butthe case of the Captain was a mere trifle incomparison with the
stateof things thatnowexists andhas to be remedied. "Has to be
emedied, Isay," writes Sir B'.lward, " for whereas the fate of one
ship and the lives of 500 officers and men were involved in tbe
Captain's case, the fate of 10 ships, and of 6,000 to8,000 men,is
involvedin thepresentcase,andsoinvolvedthatitcanonly manifest
itselfin the hour of battle and of national necessity, when their
bodily overthrow would compromise the very safety of the State
itself." The particularmatterat faultis the armourof the ten shipß

of the largest class to which thewriteralludes,andconcerningwhich
he .sViys :—":

— "Sir,Ihave to state,andam prepared to demonstrate to
any^competent tribunal, that there isnot one of thesetenships, the
latest added to theBritish Navy, that cannotbe either capsized and
sunk, or sunk without capsizing, without any shot or shellwhatever
being directed against those partsof theship which [are armoured."
And again, he writes, "Sir, Iwrite this more insorrow than in
anger,forIconfess that althoughIam wellaware that the Navy is
subject, under our system, tothe varying fancies and follies of the
political members of the Board, who enter and leave it in swift
succession; Iam at an utter loss to understand how amanlike
Admiral Sir CooperKey canhave failedto protecthisowngreatand
glorious service from the appallingprospects which the introduction
of these wretched mongrel ships has opened up. Ishould have
thought ibat the prospect of British ship after ship capsizing in
battle, before their armour had beenviolatedor eventouched,and
in thepresenceof acheering and jeering enemy fighting in really
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