
possibly be found. Somebody, in. fact, has for-
warded tous from Gundagai, inNew South Wales,what purports to
be a little more than a pen'oith of propheecy

—
for, inestimat-

ing its value, we must reckon, besides the penny 6tamp, the
envelope, the wearand tear of thepen, and the ink spent in writ-
ing theaddress, as well as the sheetof paper and theprinter's ink
made useof inprinting. As prophecy,although wearenot the least
deceivedin. receivingitas genuinely intendedfor such, theproduction
is of theusual kind.

—
The Pope occupies alarge partinit, and tlie

prophets,we mayremarkinpassing, oweanimmense dealto thePqnc.
Without thePopetheywouldbe left likepuppy-doga withoutthemoons,

Theunsophisticatedpuppy-dog, asweall know,occupies his hours of
idlenessat night by barking at themoon, and theProphetby day or
night findsemployment for the idlehands, that Satanmust otherwise
monopoliseinsomeother way,by writinghighsounding wordsconcern-
ing the Pope. If there wereno moon thepuppy-dog could not bark
atitand the chaste Dian is thus the puppy's charming friend. The
Popestands insomewhat thesame relation to the prophet, and as
thepuppy-dogis relatedto themoonso is theprophet to the Pope.
We have besides in this pretendedprophecy theusual jumble of toes,
andkingdoms, anddays, and weeks, and years,and time times anda
half, and all the rest of it. We have evea that proof
that the Babylonof revelationcannot mean Rome because the only
Roman exportis cement, a moat convincing proof we must admit,
butnot original to the pretended prophet of Chindagai, since we
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allude to, arebut composedoEmen,andshow all men's weaknesses
as wellas their better points. The ItalianGovernmentand thePress
that supportsjit, then,',havelatelybeenfullof admirationfor England
Such aglorious,magnanimous, and,above all, munificent people »s
theEnglish hadneverbeforebeen heard of. Italy, from the first
moment of her existence had idolised them, and desired nothing
better than to frame allher institutions on those prevailing among
them, toadoptall their ways, their very climate, perhaps, and cer-
tainly to exchange her maccaroni for their roast beef and plum
pudding

—
though she would probably be permitted to enjoy these

delicaciesmoreinanItalianform. All theseexpressionsof gratitude,
delight, andadmirationweremadein connection with the consentof
England that Italy should occupy Massowah, and the expectation
entertainedby Italy thatEngland wouldacceptheraidintheattemp
tooverthrow the Mahdi. Itwasdiscovered, infact, that Italy had
extensiveandimportant interests inNorthAfrica, and that she and
England werenature's chosen allies inthisrespect. Italy thatcannot
ruleher ownhouse, whose revolutionhasissued in the most deplor-
able state of things, whose population starves under an excessof
taxationamounting frequently to50 per cent.,andallwhose robberief.
—down to the most receut and possibly the most infamous of all»
thatof the Propaganda— havefailed todomore thanenrich, a crowd
of hungry officials,Italy thirsts for foreign conquests, and longs for
richpossessionsabroad. Butwhat morenatural than that the class,
whohaveplundered every thing on which they could lay theirhands
at home,shouldlong foranopportunity of extending their raidsinto
other lands, andshouldspare no excessof flattery and adulationthat
they thought conducive tosecuretheaidof anally by whoseassistance
theycould attain tosuch anend. For this was the meaaing of all
themawkish and fulsome praiselavishedon England, and from this
praise and these expectations we may judge of the view that
Italians really take of England's objects in occupying Egypt and
undertaking thepacification of theSoudan. When England, on the
other hand, went first to Egypt, and Italy as yet had formed no
expectations we may remember how there was much talk of an
Italian expeditiontoaid Arabi,and whichwouldprobably havebeen
organized had it not been found that theundertaking wouldhave
involveddanger— a matter that our loud-boasting Italians do not
caremuchabout. Andevennow, since the expectations formed in
connectionwith thisAfrican expeditionhave met with some check*
and the offer of Italywasnot receivedas eagerly by England as it
was made,the toneof the Press has insomedegree changed, and, as
we weretolda coupleofyearsago that Arabi was the Garibaldi of
Egypt,sonow weareinformedthat the Mahdirepresentsthatheroin
the Soudan. Within the last month or so, however, matters
havetaken a turn that may yet lead to the alliance that Italy so
highly desires, anditis quite possiblethatthe diversion made in the
Mahdi'sfavourmay provepremature. Should a conflict with Russia
really ensue the Italianalliance will probably be formed, and the
hordesof the Bondin will probably bekeptin check,if not pursued
and encountered, by Italian troops. It is likely, then, that the
utterancesof statesmenand journalists in the Peninsula may have
resumed their strainof admiration for England, and thattheirexpec
pectationsofmaking a profitablebargain in thematter are stillhigh.
The satisfactionto be derived,however,by England from the praise
andadulationlavishedonher under such circumstancesis somewhat
doubtful. They aremercenary strainsalone.

Times. Meantime,weremain of theopinionthat, in event, the no
verythreateningevent weadmit,of avisit from a Russian cruiser,
nnlesawe werefully prepared to receive it, we should have ample
opportunity, for learning by experience the meaning of thatpast
participle,whichexperienceonce taught theFrench, thatis theword
cottaque. Whatever be the rules of civilised warfare the scratched
Buseian willbe able to find room enough tomake himself very dis-
agreeable,and weshould prefer to ccc colonial goods sold in some
other market. Althoughof course,our Tartar friend will be on the
losing side,andobliged topay the piper.
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