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gageescfthese lands, has lately issue1anotherukase forbidding such
mortgagesandannulling all that had baen made

—
a measure that

robs these unfortunate people anew and consummates their ruin.
They may,indeed,utterthesole wish tobe allowedsomuchas.tolive,
butitis tobe fearedthat their wish isnttered invain. Thecountry,
then,that shall conquerRus9ia will haveitinher piwer to perform
this greatact of justice andmercy— to freethiscountry whose wrongs
cry to Heaven for vengeance, from, th? hands of her infamous
oppressor

— or, even if she fails to undertake this noble action,Bhe
may still so weaken the powerof Russia, as to make it possible
forthe Poles themselves to work out their freedom, as their efforts
alreadymade sbow us they arecapableof doing undercircumstances
inany degree favourableto them. Shoulda war with Russia, there-
fore,occur weshall watchit with great interest, discerning in each
reversethechastisementdue to the past,as well as hope for Poland's
future. Itmay evenfall to the lofc of these colonies by thwarting
Russiandesigns insomerespector other to haveapart in so great'
andgooda work.

ment theremay also enter theperformance of one
particularact of justice andmercy so fa:undone

—
an act for whose

accomplishmentalone ahumane audcivilisednationmight welltake
"up armsagainst her. We allude to the emancipationofPoland. The
condition of this unfortunate country uuder the rule of its tyrant
stillcontinues such asto form a reproachnot only to the infamous
powerby whichitis enforced, but tothe wholeofEurope thatsuffers
it. In its favour aloneno voicehas been raised,of late years, and,
while in every other case oppression hasbeen vigorously protested
against orsuccessfully resisted

—
nay,"vhenevencasesin which there

wasnoshadow of oppressionhavebeenmade the object of a loudly
expressedsympathy,or substantial aid, the most cruel, inevitable,
andreal sufferings of the Poleshavebeen passedoverinsilence. We
are toldthatRussia is,in fact,a weak power,thatherinternalrotten-
ness makesallher appearanceof strength vain,and thatshe willnot
be found a formidable enemy. But for the Poles,she has proved
strongas she has beenmerciless,and in theirowncountryunder her
wickedhands they lead a life that it is hardly anexaggerationto
describeasaliving death. Their only hope,they tellusnow,is that
theymay be allowedto live. The power that is weak, and that we
shall,perhaps,fortunately seeprove weak,before anexternalenemy>
is alltoo Btrong towards them, and when they are asked why they
nolonger think of resistingit they point in despair to the forts and
batteriesthat havebeen erected tosubdue them. Even the spirit of
thePoles thathaddone anddaredsomuchis at length broken,and
all they think of asking is thatnoheaviera burdenmaybelaidupon
them. Butwhatahistoryof infamyhas not thatof theRussiansbeen
in connectionwith them. Everything thatthe tyrant and persecuter
could do is engraven on its pages, and Czar afterCzar seems to
vie with the memory of his predecessor as to the reputation he may
bear for cruelty inflicted upon this people. The chronicle!?, for
example,of the late Emperor'sreign, arestainedmost foully by the
records of his dealings with Poland, Ineveryshapein whichcruelty
could be visiteduponthem it was practisedby his emissaries, and,in
particular,someof theproceedings carried onVith respect to the
religion of thepeople would seemoutrageous beyond belief even if
relatedofsome pagan persecuter. It was nothing that the people
shouldbesabred asthey knelt within tbe wallsof their churches

—
finding no safety even there from tbe horse-soldiers who'rode in
through the open doors to put them to the sword; " But a more
atrocious deed was done when the Blessed Sacrament was thrust
down theeir throatson the pointofthebayonet. Slaughter,sacrilege,
infamy ten thousandfold stains the memory of the miserable
Alexanderll,andif he wentto his grave thevictimof bloodymurder,
there hadgone therebeforehim thousands whose deathat his hand
hadbeenno less guilty andno less horrible. Outrage of every kind
lies at the door of his memory, and his successor, short as has been
.his troubledreign, gives signs that he has no intentionof departing
from thepathsin which his father walked. Alexander 111. is also
Zealot inpersecutingtheChurch, and,whileunder his rule it is not
lawfulfor any Catholicbishop inPolandto holda visitation, the very
sacramentof Penance itßelf is placed trader the supervision of the
police, andtbepriestwhohears a confessionor gives absolution with-
out being duly authorised is liable to transportationto Siberia. The
Czar,in the mattersthat concernreligion, gives full evidence thathe
is of onemind withhis father, and yearsalone areneeded by him to
serve the Orthodox.Church of which he is the head as well. In
other matters,meantime, hehas gone further thanhis fatherandcom-
pletedthe workbegunby ihim. A ukase, for example,was issued on
the subjectionof theinsurrection of 1863,by which it was provided
that noPolecould own,buy, or inherit lend

—
andeversince has con-

tinued in foree
—

the Emperor,however,finding that,in consequence
of the embarrassmentsof those Russians who had become possessed
of the lands of Poland,thePoles td a largeextent haibecome mort-
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