
Italians, Maltese orArabs. Hehasdone more;fur whilereorganising
the ancient Church of Carthagebe has educated andequippedbands
of zealous missionaries, someof whomhavealreadybent their steps
towards theGreat Lakes of the interior or are hastening to do so
under the leadership of Mgr. Lsrinhac, the first bishop who bas
been given to the Church by the newly founded Society ot the
AlgerianMissions.

Inclose proximity to the field of labour where these Algerian
missioners have begun the workof evangelizationmay be foundthe
Jesuit fathers of the Zambesi, the zealous labourers in a mission
which was founded, as we are toldby the MissionsCatholiques,by
FatherDepelchin,himself aBelgianbut well known in India, and
we may also addbothknownandhighly esteemedhere in Bombay.
Though now at home in order to recruit his health weakened by
manyhardships,the work which he began continnes to be carried on
with all the energy and self-denial of thoseby whomit wassome
years ago commenced. To designate it as a work of self-denial
hardly expresses its real character; it has been one of terrible
hardshipand danger, as is shown by the fact that no fewer than
fifteen missionaries, tenpriests and five lay-brothers, have already
succumbed tothe deadlynatureof theclimate,tounforeseen accidents
or to disease or exhaustion, the results of their own unremitting
laboursand privations. Still thework goes on,and the chroniclerof
these deeds of heroism encourages us by holding out the strongest
hopes that a firm and solid foundation has been laidon which to
build hereafter theedifice of a nourishing mission.

The Jesuitsof the island of Madagascar expelledfromthe scene
of theirlabours paTtly throughhatred of the French name, but still
more by the unprincipled bigotry of traders tinder the name of
missionaries who, we regret to say,have their head-quarters at
London,are next mentionedby the writer,who classes under the
title of AfricanMissions such- a9areor havebeen carried on in the
great and fertile island, the possession of which has for centuries
been anxiously bat vainly sought by successive Governments of
France. Heedless of the ambitious viewsof his countrymen and
desirous only of winning it to Christ, the French missionary has
been far moresuccessful than the French politician. A large and
flourishing Missionuntil veryrecently furnished strong evidenceof
thissuccess, and wouldhavedoneso still but for the relentless war
ofsectarian spite, which,withits long trainof dastardly outrages,a»
has beenalready describedatsome length in oar columns, brought
ruinuponthe laboursoflong and toilsome years. For the expulsion
of theJesuit fathers whoarenowawaitingatTamatavetheopportunity
of returning, whichmay someday be accorded them, sympathy with
theFrench was but the flimsy pretext;its real causs wassectarian
hatred ofthe Catholic faith.

OmittingEgypt andBritish territoryinSouth Africa for another
occasion, the Missions Catkoliqiiesnext describes theprogress which
our religion has made upon the western shores of the Continent.
Hereithas hadgreat and almost insuperable difficulties to contend
with,arising less from climateor thehostility of the heathen than
from impediments castinits way by Protestant missionary societies.
Competition with thelatter would of course

-
be, whatatpresent it is

not,amere trifling task,and the truthcould achievean easy victory
over transparent falsehood, wereitnot foranally ofnosmall power
which is actively engaged on the side of heresy. We need
hardly say that the mainstay of Protestant Missions is money
and little else. Aided by German and English gold the
propagators of heresy have established for themselves com-
fortable quarters at every trading station, and through the same
meanshaveinducedlargenumbers of the natives toassumethename
of Wesleyans, Methodists,Baptists, etc., asthecase maybe. Sucha
medley of designations would be likely to mystify the aborigines
did they take the trouble to inquire into their meaning, whichof
course they do not, being amply satisfiedwith the materialadvan-
tages to be gained by calling themselves Protestants, Hencewe are
not surprised to learn of the multiplicationof so-calledProtestant
Missions along the coast. Thus at SierraLeone there are establish-
ments of twenty different sects,allflourishing inease and comfort;
on the Gold Coast Methodistsabound,whileemissariesfromBasel,
theonlyones whoaresaid todo useful workin thematterof education,
are to be found at Acora andPopa. At Lagos,in the delta of the
Niger,aProtestant negroBishop,Dr.Crowther,has his headquarters;
while as everyoneknows,Liberia, arepublicmade upof thedescend*
ants of slaves set free in the United States, is Protestant after a
fashion.

But in spite of obstacles such as those above mentioned the
heralds of thetrue faithare rapidly making their way. The energy
andself-denialof theCatholic Missionaries have begun to win for
them respect even in ProtestantLiberia, whilein theFrench settle-
mentof Gabon, at themouthof the Ogowe, as well as inthe interior
among the Adoumas, theirmissions areinaflourishing state. The
voiceof the truth is onceagain heard whereit had long been silent
on the banks ofJthe Lower Congo, and through the assistance
given by M. de Brazza the Fathers of the Congregation of
the Holy Ghost have established themselves at Loango and
Linzolo, while by the same Order centres of Christianity
arc being formed in the region of the Upper Zambesi. Not
todwell longerupon thespectacles presentedby Western Africa, it
may be mentioned thatnowhere bas greateractivity been displayed
thanby the FrenchSociety of African Missions appointedin1880by
the Propaganda toevangelize the Gold Coast, which has famishedto
the Church a band of most ardent and zealous workman. Amonsr
these Pere Moreau has especially distinguished himself, h*vin;
already inso short a space of time, andaidedby only three eottf)"<?'"'<.

succeededinestablishing aflourishing mission together withehuci *

andschools already crowdedwithpupils.
To speakof theclergy and thenuns of theSoudan,overtaken a»

theyhave been by thehorrors of a fanatical rebellion and for more
than twoyearsheldcaptivesby the Mahdi, is apainful task. Long
ago weheardof thedeathof some among theirnumber and of the
sufferings enduredby others. Furtherconjectureis atpresentuseless,
and the tragictermination of the siege of Khartoum,of whichwe
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SHOUT SIGHT IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

Thbfollowing has been handedtous (LytteltonTimes) for publica-
tion :—:

—
DB.BCHWABZBACH'S EEPOBT.

To the Secretaryof the Board of Education of North Canter-
bury.

Christchurch,March 2.
Dear Sir,

—
according to my promise,Ihand you herewith the

resnltof my examination of the sight of the pupils attending the
Normal schoolinChristchnrch. The objectof this examination wastoascertain thepercentageof short-sight among3t the schoolchildren.
Theresult mayproveimportant for thepurpose offuture comparison.
Ifound,at thesaid school,amongst 431girls 27 cases, and amongst
367 boys 22 cases of short-Bight,more or less developed. Through
the courtesy of the head mistressof the Girls' High School,and of
the head masterof the Boys' High School, Iexaminedalso,in theformer,115 girls (19 casesof shortsight), and, in the latter,84 boys(8 cases of shorty sight). From my detailed report on ophthalmic
dataconnected with New Zealand, and compiled for transmission to
ascientific journal,Imakethe followingshort extract:— Out of the998 pupilsexaminedin Christchurchbetween the ages of 7 and 18
(theperiod where a faulty refraction of the eye begins to develop
itself:more readily),Ifound 75, or 7£ per cent,of the totalnumber
suffering from shortsight, therebeing among 451boys 31 cases,and
among 547 girls 44 cases. Amore detailed result may be gathered
from the following figures:

—
The degreeof short sightis expressed

infractional form,after Snellon'smethod;for instance,20-30 implies
that theeye canonly recogniseobjects at a distanceof,20ft., whicharetoa normal sight recognisable at 30ft. In like manner 20-50
signifies that objects are distinguishableonly at 20ft. which should
beat 50ft., andso on.

923 possess goodsight,or ... 20*20
41havesight representedby ... 20*30
14 do do ... 20-40
9 do do ... 20*50
4 do do ... 20-70
2 do do ... 20-100
2 do do ... 20-200
1 do do ... 15-200
5 do do ... 10-200

If we take from the above the 41 cases represented by the
figures 20*30 (a degree of short sight not verystrongly developed,
which with increasing age often rectifies itself) we find thatamongst
the998 pupils there are only 34 casesof a marked character, 11 of
thembeing of a serious natuie. From the above statementit must
not be inferred that the remaining 923 children areall posses ed of
entirelynormal sight. Someare far sighted(hyperopic) and a few
weak sighted (amblyopic). Of theseIgive no detail, my object
being to ascertain the extentof that modern disease— short sight,
whichhas spreadthroughout Europewith giant stride. The given
percentage (7^) is a low figure as compared with short sight in
English schools (16 per cent), andin German shools (26 per cent).
InSydney, where 1made similar examinations at the desire of the
Boardof Educationof New SouthWales, Iascertained 10 per cent.
The morerural lifeof the children of New Zealand, and especially
the excellent manner in which the windows are arranged in the
Christchurch schools,areprobably the causeof the rather favourable
resultof my researches.

Allow me, dear sir, to express my thinks to you, and to Mr.
Rayner,head master of the Normal School, for facilitatingmy in-
vestigations.

—
Iremain, yoursobediently,

B. SCHWABZBAXJH,M.D.

CHRISTIANITY IN THE DARK CONTINENT.

(Bombay CatlwlicExaminer.')
At a time whenthe colonization orconquest o£ African territory by
one or other of the great Powers of Europe is fast becoming the
universal topicof discussion,it may not be uninteresting to learn
eomethidgaboutconquests of another order, and tocast a glance at
theprogress which the standard of the Cross is making uponthe soil
of theDark Continent. Inour efforts todo so we are assisted to a
certainextentby a latenumber of the Missions Catlwliqiies,in which
the writer of a cursorysketch of the development of the Catholic
faith inallpartsof the world devotes a not uninteresting page to
whathas beenandis being done towards the spread of Catholicity
along the coasts andriver-basinsor across theplains and deserts of
the vast Continent, to which recent explorations have attracted so
much attentionand somuchhunger after territorial annexation. It
is consoling to learn that, however neglectedin the past— although
in many parts of Africa are to be found indelible traces of past
missionarylabours and evidencesof the zeal for Catholicity which
onceanimated European Governments, Catholic now only inname,—

there has been within the past few years a signal revival of
missionary energy,and that the voice of the genuine apostlehas
been heard where before it had never spokenor had long been
silent.

To tegin with aportionof the Continent which lies contiguous
to Europeanseas and skirts the shore3of the Mediterranean, we are
reminded by thebare mention of thenameof Cardinal Lavigerie of
great andsolid work whichhas been done,aided of courseby French
encouragementand protection, for the extension of the Catholic
faith. The great missionary Prince of the Church has so far
succeededinhislaboursastohaveerectedwithinhisTunisiandiocesea
cathedral,anepiscopalresidence, a hospital and a college; he has
covered the newly acquired territory of Tunis with schools,parish
churches and asylums for sufferers of every kind, and has won for
himselfand forhis colleagues the deepest respect of men of every
creedand race among whom his lot is thrown, whether French,
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