
"Theyear whichis drawingto a close has clearly demonstrated,
as you, my LordCardinal, have just observed, thatin the present
stateof things not evenin the exercise of charity is the SovereignPontiff free in his own city of Koine. Everyone remembers withwhat violence the greatestportion of thepublic Pres9 assailed ourdesignof opening incase of needa hospitalfor cholerapatients atour ownexpensein the vicinity of the Vatican.

"The world knows how malicious insinuations and false
constructions distorted the nature of that proposal; how by
stratagemand threatsanattempt wasmade toprevent its execution,or, at least, tobring home tous thebitter fact that under the new
order of things in Home the Pontifi is reduced to the ignoble
positionof amereprivateindividual." But thisis not all— there is worse. Itis a keen,sorrow andadeepanxiety tous that Protestants areallowed to assail the vener-able and sacred doctrinesof our holy religion, and to disseminatewithout let or hindrance their heretical teachings here in Rame,
whichis the centreof faith and theSee of theuniversal and infal-libleTeacher of the Church— here where the most effectual meansshouldbe adopted to guard the integrity of faith and protect the
honour of the only truereligion."Itrends our heart to see that under the protection of public
laws placesof heretical worship aremultiplied, and thatitis legalin
Borne openly toattack thatunity ofItalians

—
thebriehtebt andmost

precious— their religious unity
—

by meansof the insane attempts of
those who have taken upon themselves the unhallowed mission of
settingup for Italya novel Church outside that one corner-stone
laidby-Jesus Christ as a solid foundationfor bis heavenly building.

"We have reason todread other fresh and grievous affronts toreligion and the Church. A bill tosanction divorce has again beenlaid before Parliament. A law whichpermits the dissolutionof the
marriage tie is indirectoppositionto the command of God, gifcen toman from the beginningof the world—' What Godhas joined together
letnotmanput asunder.'" Thelaw ofdivorceis at open variancewith the teachingof theuniversal law-giver, Jesus Christ, and with theprescriptionsof the
Church with regard to matrimony. It is a law which does notrecognise in thisgreat sacrament the loftyposition to whichmarriage
wasraised by Jesus Christ, for divorce drags itdown to the condition
of a mere civil contract. It is a law which lowers woman and
degrades her;it puts the education and well-being of childreninjeopardy ;itsevers thebondof domestic life anddestroysit;itsows
discordin families;itis a sourceofcorruption topublic morals, and
a fruitful causeof decay tonations. In fact, theexperienceofrecent
times has been so appalling and bitter that even the upholders of
divorce have been forced to re-establish the indist>olubility of
marriage."Nevertheless, if the desires of secret societies and wishes of
Freemasons be gratified,this law,which is so repugnant, to Catholio
principles,will be promulgated from Borne, whence only the pure
light of revealed truth and the splendour of Catholic practices
should originate and bediffused throughout Christendom."IfGod, inHis mercy,preserves Italy from such a scourge, we
will thankHim with a gratefulheart, hut we caunot dismiss our
fears so long as thepresent state of things exists."Our present condition is so antagonize to the dignity and
independenceof theHoly See, so destructive of theRoman Pontiff
in the exercise of his sovereignpower, that itforces itself to the front
on everyoccasion ; it make us feel the weight of a foreign power
more intolerable,anditkeepsprominently before theCatholic world
the stern fact that ie is impossible for theHoly See to come to terms
with the present order of things, or to remain indifferent to its
continuance."

The Son of God made Man, who ns an infant escaped the
persecutionsof impious nyn, andby His Divine powerchanged the
face of the world, will certainly not fail to succour His afflicted
Church and better the condition of His unworthy Vicar. But the
Catholics of the world should hasten Divine Mercy by constant
prayer,and moreespecially by a thoroughly Christianlife in keeping
with the faith andrules whichthey profes."These are the sentiments which animate us in retura for the
good wishes of the Sacred College ; andas apledge of the favourof
Heavenandour specialaffection, we lovingly impart to the members
of the Sacred College, to thebishops,prelates andothers here present,
ourApostolicalBenediction."

instruction of a cavalry troop in mounted and dismounted drill,sword, carbine, and lance exercise, free of all charges, if it is
determinedto send such a forceto the Soudan.

A land,sale took place at Waikaia yesterday. Owing to the
indignation aroused atthe offer of auriferous ground, there were no
buyerp. Thesale was adjourned from the Courthouse owing to the
risk to life in thatplace. Thehighestprice offeredfor a section was
7s 3d.

Inthe courseof an interviewat Auckland with Sir J.Vogel,Mr.
JosephBanks, managing director of the Frozen-meat Company,
undertook toexperimentin tinning several varieties of fish with the
objectof ascertainingwhicharemost suitable forexportandconsump-
tion.

Messrs.F. Fulton,J. Jordan,and W. Lowcay (says the Otago
Daily Times) waitedon the Premier in reference to theproposal to
raisea forcehere for service in theSoudan. They submitted to the
Premierthat 100 men could probably be .got together, and asked,
should their servicesbe accepted, that the Governmentshould assist
the movement by giving free railway transport and providing arms.
The Premier promised to bring the matter before his colleagues atWellington next week, and toforwardan answer.

Atthe SelwynCounty Council yesterdayit was reportedthat 33acresof barley at Cbaney's Corner, on theNorthern railway line,
havebeen entirely strippedof grain bysparrows. Othercrops on thesame farm weremuch damaged, and the owner's loss is about 2300bushels.

The Prince of Wales will vieit Irelandin April.
At a congressof (lynamitardsheld in Parisit was resolvedto

extendexplosiveoperationsinEngland.
The Sydney pattiotic fund nowamounts to £30,090. Objections

havebeen urged asto the legality of the action of the Government
in despatching New South Wales troops to Soudan,andapetition
against the expeditionis beingprepared.

England claims tobe placed on an equality with Germany asfar as Samoaninterests areconcerned.
Dispatchesreceivedby th(jGovernment from General Gordon,

at Khartoum, have been published. The last, which wa3 dated
December 14, shows that Khartoum was then reduced to the last
extremity, fighting goingon day and night. The city wasbesieged
by rebels on threesides. GeneralGordonconcluded the letter with
the words "" Come quickly." His dispatchesdatedNovember4, and
receivedon the14thinst., said he could holdout easily for 40days,
but afterwardsthere wouldbe difficulty. Headded that there were
fivesteamers at Metemneh waiting Lord Wolseley'u orders.

The Marquisof Salisburyhas given notice in the House ofLords
ofa motion censuring the Government for proposing to abandon
the Soudan,anddeclaringsuch aproceeding wouldbe dangeroustothe
safety of Egypt and theBritish Empire. In the House of Commonson Monday night, Sir StaffordNorthcote proposeda voteof censure
on the Government. The motion set forth that the Ministerial
policy inconnection with the Soudan hadprovedresultless. In his
speech he urged thatit wasimperative a stable government should
be. established in that country. Mr. Gladstone, in reply, warmly
eulogised the late General Gordon, and pointed out that treason
alone prevented his rescue. He demanded that the House should
haveconfidence in the policy of the Government. The debate was
continued to a late hour, and then adjourned. In the House otLords the Earl of Carnarvon warmly eulogised the offers of the
Colonies to send troops to the Soudan. Mr.Gladstone has refused to
give a pledge that he willestablish a government for the administra-
tion of affairsatKhartoum.

Thursday.
Some excitement has been caused at ChristchuTch by the

exhibition of samplesof quartz brought from Mount Haimon, at
Browning's Pass. The quartz is calculated to yieldat the rateof soz.
to the ton. Alargenumber of applicationsfor mining licenseshave
been lodged.

With the exceptionof one slightshower, no rainhas fallen at
Kumara for the last three weeks, and manyminers are consequently
idle.

'

The Ringaroomaarrivedat Sydney on Tuesday from Auckland.
Soon after she was berthed it wasdiscovered that a steward named
Thomas James was suffering from smallpox. The passengers haddisembarked, but 15 of them weresubsequently securedandsent to
thequarantine station. Severalothers of the passengers cannotbe
traced,and arestillat large. The vessel has been placed in quaran-
tine. Itappearsthat thepatient is one of the crew, and that on the
last trip of the steamer loSydney he was two days in thatport, and
it is believedhe then contracted the disease. The outbreak created
some little excitement at Wellington. The examination at .New
Zealand portsof each Sydney vessel will be a most minute^one,and
everyprecaution is tobe taken to prevent the introduction of the
disease into this Colony.

A smart shock of earthquake was felt atHokitikaat 2.30 p.m.
yesterday. The direction was apparently north-east andsouth-west,
and the duration of the Bhock abouteight seconds. A smart shock
was felt atKumara at2.30intheafternoon. The oscillationappeared
to be from west toeast. Two shocks of earthquakewerefelt at 2.35
p.m. at Greymouth. The second shock was very severe,making the
buildings rattle.

At ameetingof the Conservativeparty onTuesday the Marquis
of Salisbury stated that the Tories were fully prepared to assume
office should thepresent Administration be found not to retain the
confidence of Parliament. In the House of Commons Sir StaffordNortbcote'smotion of censureof the Egyptianpolicyof the Govern-
ment was further discussed. After various speakers bad addressed
the House the debate was again adjourned. The division on themotion,will takeplaceonFridaynext.

Mr.NeilMcFadden's Glasgow andLondonderry Bootstore now
opened in George Street, Dunedin, continues to enjoy the high
epntation that the admirable articles supplied by ithaveso leng
erited.

Itappearsfrom the annualreturns of the army that thenumber
of Tecruits raised and finally approved for the service in theNorth
Britishdistrict last year amouuted to 2,803, viz.:— Glencorse, 699;
Hamilton, 1,084;Perth, 289 ;Fort George, 162; Aberdeen,125 j
Stirling, 225 ;Edinburgh, 192; and Ayr,127.

Friday, February 27. 1885. NEW ZEALAND TABLET.
DISCOURSE BY THE HOLY FATHER.

Miss M.Orb. of St.Kilda,has kindly forwardedto us (MelbourneAdvocate) fromRome the followingby letter :—:
—

On Christmas Day the Sacred College of Cardinals wasreceived in audience by the Holy Father. The Dean, CardinalSacconi,read an address of congratulation,to which his Holinessrespondedasfollows :—:
—"The solemn festivalof theBirthofour Lord,whichbringsglad-ness tothe whole Church, is a sourceof joy also tous,and weacceptwith heartfeltpleasure the congratulations and good wishes whichyou.myLord Cardinal, for the first time, haveoffered to usin thenameof the wholeSacredCollege."This joy wouldbe moreunmixed and exhilarating were thetimes less sad for the Church, andthegovernmentof itin.consequence

less difficult."
Among themany difficulties which encompassus the greatest

is that of oar'present position— a position which we have alwaysdeclared to be intolerable,ard which is provedso by the course of
events.
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