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manufactory, Palmerston North :—
" The boy was labelling bottles,

assisting Mr. Beck, who was corkingat the time, and had jus-ttakenod« in his hand to place the label onit, when it burst in hisface,aplaceof theglass enteringanl cuttingclean out the left eye,whichfell on toMr.Beck'shand. The work of amomentwas takingthepoorchild overto Dr Macintyre and having the wound dressedtheboynever from the firstgiving any c vidence of fear or suffering!
butpatiently andmanfullybearing thepain. Heis only about12or
13 yearsold,andhas been lately confined to adarkenedroomthrough
weaknessof sight after illness. He wasleft here by his father forchange of air last week,thelatter returning to Wellington.

Tuesday.
On Saturday a man wasnearly burnt in a bush fire,nearNewPlymouth. Instatinga burnhe remained too long,andbeing en-

velopedin the smoke, didnot know which way to get away from the
fire. Beingnearly suffocated, he cried for help,and was rescued by
another mangoing amongthe burning trees and dragging him outinan insensiblecondition.

Since the offer made by Captain Hamersley for service in theSoudan,he has received offers from nearly every man who went toParihaka withhim. The Volunteers at Timaruare very anxious lohear the result of the decision of Government on the matter, andtrust thatiaanycase theImperialGovernmentwillbe communicatedwith.
Theweatherhasbeenglorioushere for weekspast(writesaNelsoncorrespondentof the Tuapeka Times). The cropsareall in,and the

yieldhas been an abundant one. The hop yield willalso be veryheavy,butprices will hardly pay for picking— viz., 6dper lb. Twoyearsago thehopgrowers got from 2s 6d to3s per lb, so the great
fallin price will seriously affect the whole district. Itis estimated
that there are 1000 acres under hops this season.

—
In the Marl-

boroughprovince the crops areall in the stack, and threshing ispro-
ceeding in all directions. The yield per acre is the heaviesteverknown there.

Aninquest on the remains of Mrs. Prendergast, murdered byher husband, tookplaceat Pokeno onSaturday. Prendergast waspre-sent,and manifested greatunconcern, frequently ejaculating"Idid
it." On oneoccasion, when impatient at the length of time taken
by the clerk to write downthe evidence,he remarked with achuckle,'" Youmight hanghalf-a-dozenof usin the time you take." Prender-
gast has been brought to townand lodges inMountEden Gaol. He
still continues inthe best of spirits. The funeral of the late Mrs.Prendergast took placeat the Pmbyteiian cemetery, Pokeoo, onMonday afternoon, the procession being fully a quarterof a mile
long.

Captain Edwinsuggestsstartinga patrioticfundinNew Zealandtohelp theSister Colony insending her troopsto the Soudan,and has
forwarded a donationas thenucleus of the fund.

Nearly the wholeof thecropsinthePukeuri,Papakaio,Awamoko,
Duntroon,and Maraewhenuadistrictshave been cut (says theNorth
Otago Times) andstacking is being pushed ahead while the fine
weatherlasts. Theyield of both wheat and oats will be without
doubt verymuch abovethe average,and insome instances the crops
of these cereals areremarkablyheavy. Very littlebarley has been
grownin the above-mentioned districts, wheat being theprincipal
crop.

Mr.A.D. Bennett(latecaptain of Auckland Naval contingent
onservice), in company with tbe Mayor, waited yesterday upon Sir
Julius Vogeland represented tohim thathehad been solicited by a
large number of menwho have hadmilitary experience to raise a
corps for servicein the Soudan. He was preparedto form such a
corps at once if theproposal should meet with the approvalof the
Government. The Colonial Treasurer repliedthatseveralapplications
hadcome infromvarious partsof theColony. They wouldcomeup
for considerationat the Cabinet meeting this week. Mr. Bennett
might submit his offer formally. Acting upon these suggestions, atelegram was despatched to tbe Hon. the Defence Minister at
Wellington, offering toraisea force of300, allhardy andexperienced
men,and each company of 100 men under a lieutenant who had
previously seen service, within six weeks;and Mr. Bennett, as a
guarantee,offers tostart a subscriptionwith £25.

News is tohandfrom Central Asia that aRussian forceisadvanc-
ing from Turkestan towards Panjedh,a townon the river Murghab,
about 50 miles to the south of thepresent Afghan-Turkestan frontier
line. Inconsequence of this step, Sir Peter Lumsdenand theBritish
members ofthe Anglo-Russian Commission haveretired from Sarakhs
to Herat, fearing that a collision will takepalce between the Afghans
andRussians owing to the encroachment of the latter on Afghan
territory.

An engagement has taken place ia the neighbourhood of El
Metemnehbetween the friendly Arabs andtbe tribe of rebel Haden-
dowas,when 2000 ofthe latter werekilled. There is an enormous
gatheringof the rebels under Osman Digma atTamai.

The EuropeanConference agreed to theneutrality of the Congo
River. TheConference will close on Thursday next.

It is believed that the acceptance of the Sydney offer for the
Soudan will promote federationof the Colonies. Inanarticle on the
refusal of the Imperial Government to accept additionalColonial
troops, the Times states that tbe reply is ungrateful,andit further
expresses the opinion that theaid of Colonial troopswill be needed.
TheStandardsays the refusal is a distinct blunder,and characterises
thereasons givenfor not accepting the troopsas weak.

Wednesday.

Mr.A.D.Bennett's office atAuckland wasbesiegedbyapplicants
yesterdaymorning desiring their names to be placedon theroll of
his proposedfree naval contingent. Among them were severalex-
navalofficers with most excellent discharges from the RoyalNavy,
andone with special certificates on torpedo and big gunnery and
marine minework. Mr. G.Hazell,late raugh-ridiug sergeant-major
inher Majesty's service, andnowkeepinga riding-school on tbe New
Northroad,hascommunicatedwiththe Minister of Defence offering,:
if required,his ownservicesand theuse of his riding-school for the

Monday.
The M.H.B.for Tuapeka(Mr.J.0.Brown), incompanywith aSouthernresident,returned to Napier on Saturday from an over-land trip, having visited several properties betweenGisborne andWairot under offer to them by the Natives. Th« country theypassed through is, in their opinion, for agricultural and grazingpurposesequal toanything they have seen, and thewholeof it is at

present unused.
Black's flourmillat Winton wasburnt down on Friday night.Thefire started at oneof the walls of the building close to wheretheoatshellings werekept, and is believed to be the work of anincendiary. A manemployedas baker was sleeping upstairs, andbadonly time toescape,partly dressed,by dropping from anupstairsdoor. There wasnowater, and nothing was saved. The buildingwas insured for £500 in the South British Company's Office. Theloss is estimatedat about £1000 above that.
There is-great enthusiasm amongVolunteersat Christchurchinregard toproceeding totheSoudan. Several officers and men haveexpressedreadiness to joina New Zealand contineent if formed. It

is calculated 200 partly-drilled mencould beenrolledeasily.The VictorianGovernmenthaveinformedthe War Departmentthat they haveabattery of artilleryand aNordenfeldt gun readytodespatch toPouakim. In the House of Commons on Thursday
"jemngJHr..Gladstone made a speech in .whichhe said the offersof the Colonies of troops for Soudan testified theirattachment to the!Throne and would draw closer the bonds of the Empire. EarlDerby, speaking in theHouse of Lords,said that the country wasdeeply indebtedfor thespirit shown by the Colonies. The Govern-menthaddecidedtoaccept the services of the New South Walestroops,anddetails were being arranged withother Colonies who hadoffered contigents. The Duke of Cambridge said he rejoiced at
seeing assistanceofferedby theColonies.A proclamationhasbeenissuedby theQueen stopping men onactive service from the reserve, and embodying the militiafor garrisonduty.

It isbelievedthat Russia and France have arranged to divideAsiaMinor andSyriabetween them.
The Anglo German disputerespectingNew Guinea centres onthe possessionof Huoa Bay.
News is tohand thatMajor-General SirHerbertStewartdiedonMondaylastat Gakdul, from injuriesreceivedat thebattle which wasfoughtnear Metemnehon the 19th alt. The latest telegrams fromKortireportthat theenemyis harrassingtheßritish troopsatAbuklea,

to whichplaceSir Redvers Buller recently retiredfrom Gubat. It issaid-he will fall back on Gakdul as soonas the necessary camels
arriveat Abuklea.

At themeetinginSydney onSaturday night in connection with
"^patriotic fund the principal speakers were Sir James MartinCCuief Justice),the Hon.EdmundBarton(Speaker of the Bouse ofAssembly),and Sir PatrickJennings. Resolutions werepassedcon-firming the objectsof themeeting. The total amount subscribed isnowover £15,000. Thepreparationsfor thedespatchof thetroops arenearly complete.

The VictorianGovernmenthas received a reply to its offer oftroops for the Soudan. The Imperial Government expresses highappreciationof the tendersofVictoria,South Australia,and Queens-land,but isunable to accept them, as the troops could not arriveuntil too late. If,however,operations in the Soudan are prolongeduntil the autumn, the offers will be considered.Sir Stafford.Northcote, speaking in the House of Commons,eulogisedthe gallant and spiritedoffers of assistance made by theColonies for the Soudan. These remarks werereceivedby themem-bers of theHouse withprolonged cheering. The offers have createdamarked impressioninBerlin.
Itie believed that France, if permitted to annex the NewHebrides, is willing toguarantee allmissionary rights, and under-takenot tosend convictsto thegroap.
TheGovernment of South Australia have received a telegramfromEarl Derby stating that theImperial Governmentwill share intheexpense of theannexation of NewGuinea.A well-knownnativenamedEpineaha(Ebenezer)expressedhimselfsomewhatquaintly on the subject of dog taxation during theParawaikorero tsays the Thames Advertiser). Hesaid thatif his kuris hadcommitted atheft, Bay stolen apair of trousers,he wouldnot objectto their beingseized:or if the policeman washungry and wantedamealhe would willingly kill a dog for him;but he was decidedlyopposedtothe apprehensionof hispets simply because their ownerbadneglected to pay the tax levied upon- them. The explanationwas received withroarsof laughter, and the waggish oldgentlemanresumed his squatting attitude, evidently congratulating himselfthathehadscored apoint.
Themanager,Mr. Fred.Evans,brought downonWednesday 390ounces of bar gold, theresult of 220 tons of quartz, crashed at theFneemx battery,Skippers reef (saysthe Waltatip Mail). Things arepretty lively at thePhoenixmine just now. A new turbine has justbeen erected for thebattery. There aresome25 menat work atthenew— or ratherold Aylmer's race intheLett-handBranch,prepara-tory to the erection of a turbine of 150 horse-power to work theelectric machine, which latter—two miles distant fromthemachine-house—is, by connection with twowires, todrivethebattery. Whenreferringa fortnight ago tothe erection ot the electric apparatus,westated that the whole was to bekeptby the contractorin working

order for nine months;but it should have read that the electricapparatusonly was tobekept in workingorder for thatperiod, the
motivepower

—
the turbine— tobe provided by the'owner, Mr. G F.Bullen. We understandthatit is contemplated, ia courseof time,

to erectone or two more turbines, to work hole-borine machines,
drive stonecrushers, etc.

The tobacco grown this season at Katikati (says the Bay ofPlenty Times) has surpassed the expectation of the growers. Theplantsarenow3ft.high, withabout20 to 30 goodsized leavesoneachplant.
The Mananatv,Standardgives the following account of the lateaccidenttoMr.EdwardDixon'sboo. at the Fitzherbert'Btreetcordial
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