
Friday.

BibJtjliUß Vooxii has accededto the request to address a public
meetingat Aucklandshortly.

Atahalf-yearlylmeetingoftheBay of IslandsCoalCompanythe
reportshowed tbat15,486 tons coalwas raised during the half-year,
anincreaseof 2920 tons onthe previoushalf-year;butthe hardness
of the coaland cost ofraisinghad absorbed the totalreceipts and
£208 balance, leaving £5 to carry forward. A resolution was
carried asking the directors tomake representationsto absolutely
remittheroyalty.

A man and wifewhoarrivedat InvercargillonTuesday tell a
singular story of hew they were dupedinto making the journey on.foot from Christchurch

—
a distanceof 370 miles. They state that

they were.passengers per the ship Waimate, the husband being a
.gardener. Shortly after their arrival in the Colony both their
childrendied, and he could get no work, One evening he met a
man, wbosaid hehada placeat Invercargill,and engagedhim at
""to 6daday to go down to workon it. Thepair having no funds,
startedto walk here, thankful for achance of work. Tney were22
dayson the road, in boisterous weather, and frequently slept out.
On theirarrival they found thatno onoj'.of the name (Henty) wasknown here, and their case became desperate, the woman being
near confinement. Their case wa9brought under thenotice of the
Benevolent Institution, and lodging wasprovided,since which the
ex-immigration officer(Mr.Lillicarp) has obtaineda situation for
them.

'1heOuistchnrch Press states thatonTuesday a little girl, one
of thepupils at the Rangiora school,died fromthe effects of brainfever, brought on, it is supposed, bj overzealous study. In her
delirium before death supervened, she kept constantly going over
sums, writing lessons, geography, and other subjects which are
foundin theschool table.

At Hawera,on Wednesday afternoon,Michael Bourke,brewer,
and Harry Hughes, brewer'sassistant, were charged with having
knowingly conveyed Bpirits onwhich the full duty had not been
paid; and ThomasLloyd,publican, wascharged withhaving inhis
possessionspirits onwhich the full duty wasnot paid. All three
were-remanded. It is understood that distillationhas been,going
oninsomepart of this district

—
variously stated tobe Kakaramea,

Woodville, and Manutahi— for the .past-<eight or nine months, and
thatalargenumberof peopleare implicated. Thelatest information
is thatastill has beendiscoveredon the Otoia-Opahublock, between
Woodville and Manutahi. Further arrests are those of George
Beamish (ex-publican at Patea) and John Anderson, one of the
whisky-makers. One Jessop, of illicit whisky-making

'
fame, will

bearwitnessfor the prosecutionin this instance.
A manhas been arrested who it is believed isImplicated with

■Gilbeit,now incustody inconnection with the dynamite outrage at
the Tower. He (Cunningham), is suspected of being concerned in
theexplosionatKing's Croas stationlast year.

The assailant oE O'Donovan Rosda is a hospital nurse name!
Dudley. Itis supposedthatheract waspromptedbyher indignation
atthe recent action of the riynamitards in London. Her sanity is
doubtedinsome quarters. Rossa's wound is not a fatal one. The
partisansof Rossa stigmatise the womanas aBritish emissary sent
overto take Rossa's life. Mrs. Dudley is regarded in the United
Statesas aheroine. Up to thc present Rossa's medical attendants
havebeen unable toextractthe bullet.

It id expectedthat Italy will occupy Souakim.
Portugalhas seized thebanks of the Congo.
The Chinese outwork? at Kelung bave been captured by the

French, withaloss of11killedand53 wounded.
TheHon.G. J.Goßchen, speaking at Edinburgh, said that the

union ofthe Colonies wasessential to theEmpire.
The Portehas sent a strongprotest toRjome against the recent

annexationsbyItalyon the Red Seacoast. Itis stated thatanagree-
ment has been concluded between the British and Italian Govern-
mentsunder which Italy willhelpEngland to establishGovernment
intheSoudan, and will occupyMa^sowah and perhaps Souakim. A
second Italianexpeditiondestined for Massowah, will leaveNaples
onMonday next.

A force consisting of 80 British Hussars and some Egyptian
troops, which was despatched to Handoub to burn it down, had
"effected tbat purpose, and wasreturning to Souakim, when it was
surroundedby a largebody of rebels. Heavy fighting ensued, but
"theHussars andEgyptians succeededin effecting their escape with
thelosßof eightmen killed, five of whom were Hussars. Colonel
Freemantle,commandingthe troopsat Souakim, telegraphs tohead-
cfr««ters tbat the officer in commandof the force.of .Hussars and
i^iptianß exceededhis instructions.

Saturday.

TheHon. thePremierandthe Ministerof Minesweremet12miles
ifromReefton by a large ReceptionCommittee from Beefton, and
-escorted to Cronaden. Here a slight hitch occurred, the arrange*
meatshavingbeen altered at the instance, it would seem, of Mr.
O'U>n >r. of Westport. The Ministers wereto stopat Cronaden, so
as to vi>it Boatmans next morning. The Reception Committee

.pointedout that this wouldcompletelyup et the arrangements made
in Reefton, where everything was prepared for the arrivalof the
Ministers. The Ministersseemedprepared to continue the journey,
but Mr. O'Connor actively resisted this, and was rather severely

"snubbed for his interferenctiCby the ReceptionCommittee,whoviewed
hieact as insulting tothe Committee, the County Chairman,and the

■representatives of .the district. Eventually a,compromise was
■effected,theHon.Mr. Larnach proceededto Reefton.and thePremier
remainingatCronaden. The preparations aYReipfton were on an

scale, the Stateschoolandother buildingsbeing illuminated.
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Abandof music and torchlightprocessionmet theMinisterofMines,
andprecededhisconveyanceto thehotel,and thelineof march wasablaze with fireworks. On reaching the hotel three cheers were
given for the Ministerof Minesby the large crowd assembled,and
the Hon. Mr. Larnach briefly acknowledged the compliment. He
apologisedfor theabsenceof the Premier,and hoped that his visit
to thedistrict wonldenablehim todischarge thedutiesof his officewithadvantageto the mining interests and the Colony generally.
Alargecrowdblocked the street for some timeafter,andtheband
performed in front of the hotel for half an hour, when* the
demonstration ended. The public, however, did not quite
understand the proceedings, the unexplained absence of the
Premier from the reception forming the subject of comment.Yesterdaymorning thePremierand the Minister of Mines, accbm-
paniedby the County Chairman and other visitors, proceeded toBoatmans, and inspected the Low-level Tunnel, Welcome battery,
andtheother principalmines. After lunch the Premier addressed
those assembled, and expressedhimself highly pleased with the
receptionaccordedthem. The importance of the mining industry
to the Colony wasnot fullyunderstoodor appreciated. After what
badbeenbroughtunderhisnotice justice wouldbe done. TheHon.Mr. Larnach and Mr. Seddon also addressed those present, and
cheers were given* from the- Premier, the Minister of Mines Mr.Seddon, and Mr. Brennan. The party then returned to Beefton.
TheMinisters will leave for GreymouthonSunday morning.

M.deHaarven has gone to Waiwera to interview Sir Julius
Vogel. He hadbrought withhim fromBelgium three silver-mountedfowling pieces forpresentationto Tawhaio,Te Tui, andTe Wheoro.

Te Wheoro is urging the Kingites not to seek redress at .thehandsof theColonialGovernment. The Home Government,hesaid,
would do this,andif after six months' grace the Colonial Govern*
ment refused to do their duty in the matter, of Mr. Gorst, M.P.,
wouldbesentout asa Boyal Commissioner, and the wholemanage-
ment of theNativeaffairs wouldbe placed inhis hands.

'
Telegramsare tohandfromGeneral Wolesley statin; that the

Mahdi has captured Khartoum through the treachery of s>me of
Gordon'sfollowers,andthatGordonis probablya prisoner. Further
intelligence hasbeen received showing that Khartoum fell on the
26th January. SirCharlesWilson, witha detachment of the Boyal
Sussex Regiment,arrivedthere by the steamer from Metemheh on
the 28th. They foundthe city occupied by the enemy, and they
forthwith retired under a heavy fire from theriver banks. The
steamer wasafterwards wrecked below Shabnkli cataract. All on
boardweresaved, and were landed on an island, from which a
steamerwasseat to rescue them, Sir Charles Wilson returning to
ElMetemneh, under a heavy fire from the rebels, who were posted
along thebanks.

Monday.
The Courier reports thatpayablegold has been discovered on

Mr. R.T. Elliot's farm, near Tapanui, and a sample of the gold
obtained, which w&9 exhibited in Tapanui, givespromise of good
.results.

Sirs. Buckley, wifeof theColonial Secretary,met witha painful
accidentontheWellington race-courseon Saturday.' Afterpartaking
of lunchinSir 'WilliamFitzherbert'sphaetonshe was about to leave
thecarriage when her footslipped andshe fell forward, striking her
face ononeof thesharp ironrods whichguide the reins over the
splashboard. Therod toreher nose fromnear thenostril toover the
topof the bridge. It is notexpectedthat she will be disfigured.

TheRecidivisteBillhas passedits second reading in theFrench
Senate. M.Bossean contendedthat the recidivistes would be an
acquisition to the Colonies. France is unanimous in demanding
that the convicts should be relegated. M. Beranger's scheme, which
would have largely supersededthepresentbillj has beenrejected.

The.Chinese.havesustainedsever.il defeatsinTonquin recently
The French forces,under General Negner, have captureda Chinese
catnp nearLang-son. .

A cathedral at Jacobstadt, a town of Russia, in Finland, has
beendynamited.

The feeling of public indignation and disgust pervading all
classes of the people regarding the miscarriage in the Soudan is
unpalleled,and in consequence consuls have declined one-half per
cent. Profound sympathy is.expressed on the Continent at the
failure of Lord Wolseley's expeditionto rescue General Gordon. It
is reported that 2000of Gordon's followerswere massacred, and the
PalaceatKhartoumwas.completely guttedby the rebels. Some of
therepdltsstateGordon^was killed,and that there was 15 days'hard
fighting, whileothers say that two parties betrayedhim, but that
he is alive,andstill defending Khartoum. The Observer states that
Lord Wolseley has beeninstructedtosuppress therebellionifGeneral
Gordon is dead. The Italian Government are prepared to send35,000 troops to the Soudanif necessary.

Sir Charles Dilke,speaking at radctiogton onThursday evening,
statedthat CountMunster, German AmbassadoratLondon, was,on
the26th January, instructedto convey the British Government's
protestagainst the German annexation of North New Guinea as
being contrary to a promise made by the German Governmentto
England. PrinceBismarck contendsthat the recent annexation by
England of apartofNorthernNew Guinea is at variance with the
assurance byEarlGranville. The latter replied that this step was
rendered necessary froma fearof filibustering. Inconnectionwith
the question of annexation the following particulars have been
published :—ln:

—
InAugust Prince Bismarck intimated to theImperial

iGovernmentthatGermauy wouldprotest against thenorthernportion
of New Guinea being annexedby GreatBritain. To this iutimatibn
EarlGranvillerepliedthat the limit of British wouldbe
only the southern coast; and in September he informed Piince
Bismarck that,inconsequenceof thepressurebrought tobear by the
Australian Colonies, theEnglish Governjmenthaddecided toprotect
sJL'unoccupied territory except a small piece at thenorth of the
isHfd. Prince.Bismarck 'objected- to j^nis, aid in October,E^rl
Granville reverted to the-first of only annexing the
southern coast. InDecember the Hon Robert Meaue, one of the
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