
The writerinthe Montn goeson to inquire as to
whether, apart from all questions of religion, the
uniform state system maybe lookeduponas satis-
factory. "

The Board System, or,as we may now
call it,the State System,"be says, "is a creature of but yesterday.
The vigour of youth is still throbbing inits limbs,andyet we already
descry symptoms of that decadence to which all things sublunary
"re obnoxious. We speaknot of mistakesor errors, attributable lo
thatwanton exuberanceof spirits which characterises the spring-
tideof life,mistakes which wemight hope to seerectified by experi-
enceand theprudenceof maturer years f batof vices inherentinthe
constitution,such asage can/only tend to developeandintensify. To
show that it is open to great abuses weneed not goso far back as
the closingby the Home Secretary of St. Paul's IndustrialBoard
School, for gross mismanagement. It is sufficient to turn to last
year whentheLondonSchool Boardissued acircular,by which we
learn that ithadbeenpossible for their head teachers tosign requisi-
tionsfor,anddistr ibute,prizes whichhad neverbeenmerited,and
tohavecarried on this practice for a considerable time withoutbeing
caught. And thatitadmits of suchabasesbeingquietly bushed up
by themanagers is provedby the extremely lenient measure of jus-
tice dealt out to the culprits. The severest sentence amounted to
what nautical assessors would term a suspensionof certificatefor
twelve months, andthis was inflictedin only onecase. To the rest
apretty littlemoral sermon waspreached,butpreachedprivately to
each one, tosavethem thepain of a public exposure, although in
this way the innocenthavebeen left tobear" equally with the guilty
theignominy of untruthfulnessanddishonesty

—
hardwords,itis true,

bnt they arenot exactlyours; their equivalents occur in the Board's
ownCircular." The writer,nevertheless,doesnot deny that such a
stateof things mightpossibly alsooccurinconnection withthevolun-
tary System. "," The pointwe wish tomake now is this, that under
the State System, in the metropolis under the very noses of the
authorities, and while £30,000 ayear wasbeing swallowed upby the
salariesof Inspectors, it waspossible for wearenot told how many

school teachers to carry on this organised fraud, for how many'
months oryeaijs before themanagers found it out. This fact aloneis
enough toprove a general remissness on the part of responsible
people,anda constitutional vice in the system such as warrants the
gravest misgivings, 'and ought to deter every prudentperson from
making it the sole depository of all his educational hopes. Rival
systems working sideby side would afford mutual support in these
matters. Thevigilant eye they would keeponeach other would be
a guarantee for honesty in both. We shall, perhaps,be told that
means willbe found,as time goes on,toeliminate these abuses,or,at
least to reduce them to aminimum. Butconsidering that thesystem
is still,as wehavesaid,inits first fervour,andin thevigourof youth
wearenot sanguineabout that. If thesethings can be done in the
green wood,what may we expectin the dry ?

"

MISMANAGED.
Butevenadmitting that the faults of the Secular
System may be rectified, its superiority overthe
VoluntarySchools wouldstill remain tobe proved

11 Itis true thatthe average percentage of passes for England and
Wales is slightly higher inBoard thanin VoluntarySchools. Variouscauses combineto produce that effect. Inthe first place, the BoardSchools, though,built especially for theneedy,attractby their luxury
thechildren of the well-to-domiddleclasses, whocrush out thepoor,
and drive them into the comparatively deserted voluntary schools,
to bring downtheir standardof efficiency by their lowerintelligence
theirirregular attendance,and the injurious effect of intercourse out
of schoolhours withilliterate people at home. This argument hasspecial force in the case of theCatholicschools, thechildreninwhicharealmoet uniformly of the pjorest. Then, secondly, we must take
accountof thedifference of expenditure, whichis out of all propor-
tion with,the difference in the percentage of passes, the cost ofeachchild,under the Voluntary System being only £1 14s. 10fd,»

whileunder the StateSystem it funs uptoan averageof /562 Is. 34d.
for maintenance alone, and, when all expenses are included, to £3r3 r
sb.6jd.achild." The manner,again, in which to compare the two
systems is to take an exampleof each, workingin identical circum-
stances. There »re, then,in a certain Midland town three Board
Schoolsandone Voluntary School. "

The children inthis school are
□otorionsly the poorestof all. The averageattendanceis about two
hundredand fifty, andamong theirparents there arehardly a dozen
whorank above labourers. They are in many caseß badly lodged,
fed wretchedly, andclothedinrags. Yet -atthe Inspection.they beat
thehighest of the State Schools by eight per cent. We must no*
omit to mentionalso that they take the same number of extra sub*
jects as the best State School, while the second and third State
Schools donot take any. They find the three R's as much as they
can manage." But it may be eaid thatthe Voluntary School is an
exceptionally good one. "This supposition might very fairly be
disputed,for therearein the country manyother Voluntary Schools
equally,or even more successful. But apart from this, while the
pleamight havesomeforce if it werea case of schoolagainst school,
it is very weak wherethere arethree against one, and as an expla-
nationof theinequality of the three State Schoolsamong themselves f
it is,of course,absolutely worthless. Nor will itdo to say that the
case is an isolated one, and that a similar one might be found in
whichoneStateSchoolbeatthreeVoluntarySchools;foralthoughthat
might betray a weaknessin the Voluntary System,it would notprove
that the StateSystem wasstrong,and thisis thepoint whichtheadvo-
catesof aState monopoly ought tomake good. Here, then, we have
the two systems,subjected to a fur trial,under circumstances which,
ifnot identical, lean to the advantage of the State;yet the result
not onceonly,but yearby year,is praciically the same, theVolun-
tarypressing hardon, or out-stripping the best State School, while
the other twoState Schools are wholly out of the race." Neither
differenceinsocialstatus, then, thechildren,of the Volunrary School-
being in this respectbelow those of the State Schools,Dor difference
in the ability of teachers,since inferior teachers would not be em*
ployed in the Governmentschools,nor differenceinlocality, all four
schools being withinashort distance of each other, will accountfor
thestate ofaffairs that obtains. <:We are driven, therefore, to the
conclusion thattheremust be something faulty in the system itselfa

Precisely so. It is themanagement. But what difference does that
make? It is the management that differentiates the systems, and
thereforetoblame themanagement is toblame the system."The writer
thengoes on toexamine into thenatureoftheSchoolBoards, andcon-
cludeshis examination as follows. "So wonder thatthe settingupof
StateSchools isapopularthing gacertain class. 'Wheresoever the
body shall be, there shall the eagles also be gathered together? Self-
immolation onBoardsis not averycommonvirtue,or tospeakmorein
accordance withmodernphilosophy,notaverycommon folly,and when
wesee one member using, his positiontosolicit the votes<Jf his com.
rades inorder to secure for himself a contract, a secondv returning
the compliment, on the principlethat onegood turndeserves another,
a third packing the"meeting inorder to'have himself elected to the
humblepostof visiting officer at asalary of £40 a year; when we
witness these doings wecaniiothelp suspecting that the intellectual
elevationof the masses is hardly the object which Boards'havemost
atheart." *"

TOO DEABLY
FUBCHASED.

Itmay, nevertheless, be replied that- the mis-
managedState Schools produce,on the whole,-better
results than the Volun tary Schools. Let
fore see to whatextent such is the case. The per-

centage of passes in reading, writing,and arithmetic for 1883-4 was.
lespectively, for the Voluntary Schools 89*14:, 82*03,77*51;and for
the State Schools 89-96, 84*61,81*23. The percentagesin the three

subjects combinedwere for the voluntary schools 82*89, and for the
StateSchools 85*26, leavinga difference in favour;of the State schooler
of 2*37. The cost,meantime, of cach child inaverage attendanceat
aState school was £3 5s sjd, thatof each child inaverageattendance
at a Voluntary Schoolbeing £1 14s lOfd,ora differenceinfavour of
Voluntary Schools of £1 10s 7d. "We find, then, thatto securea
superiority of a little over two per cent, in the passes,the State
incurs nearlyeighty-eight percent,moreinoutlay. Thiscanhardly be:
looked upon as a brilliant feat, and we do not begrudge Schooll
Boardsany of the consolationthey derive from it." But as to the
part that themanagershaveinthis superior work,it is onlyindirect,
t
(It(the work)comesinreality from thesevere competitioncarried
onamong teachers,and this competition iskeptaliveby theprinciple
of paying onresults. The managers, therefore, can be said tocause
itonly inasmuchas they leave the teachers practically uncontrolled,
bothin money matters,and still morein the pressure put uponchil-
dren. Itis by their permissive will only that success comes. Their
efficacious will,as theologians would say, has nothing todo withit.
They are the causeof it, not by active interference,butby passive-
ness." Again, asto the success itself, the advantageof it may very
well be questioned since it is obtained by over-pressure on the
children— the inevitableeffortsof payment by results not properly
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indeed,somereasontocomplain, for inpaying rates to Luild Board
Schoolswe really are paying for the satisfactionof the Secularist's
1religious'views. Bnt as for his grievance,it is wholly imaginary,
not tosay disingenuous, and itis the veryeffrontery of his insinua-
tionthat hassometimesscreenedits falseness from detection. Ifhe
hadanysenseof justicehe would speak as follows. , Those who do
not believe in Secularism ought not to be obliged to build our
SecularistSchools,or toeupport them. If a taxbe levied Inpon the
whole community, the whole community onght toreap the benefit of
it. The school fafes,, therefore, instead of being handed over
exclusively to us, ought to be distributedamongstall the certified
schools of the districtMwhich they are levied. This is the kind of
speech we havearigt||&>expectfromhim now. But if he persists
in reiterating his cproplaiDt, we shall know that his is no mere
theoreticalobjection toireligioninthe abstract,but a very practical
antipathy to those wlprofess it, andconsequently that he, while
parading as the champion of freedom, is really an insidious, but
Tery commonplaceadvocateof religious intolerance."

INHERENTLY
FAXJLTY.
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