
Current Topics
ATHOME AND ABROAD.

*y y Or the fairness with which it is usual for good
»' ktangilical"Protestant Christians todeal withCatholicmatters,

honesty. we obtain another example from a newspaper
publishedin Chester, andwhich we fiDd quotedby

one or other of the religions non-entities whose weekly duty it is,
among ourselves, to circulate a farrago of goody-goody rubbieh,
relieved by the stale anti-Catholic clap-trap that is the natural
language of Evangelicalism. The Chester Chronicle, which is the
newspaper referred to, quotes a few passages from the letter of a
correspondentsigning himself "ADublinPriest," who writes to the
DublinFreeman strongly condemning the customs that prevail at
wakes,and callingupontheGovernment tosecond the efforts made
by theCatholicclergy to put anend to them. "Each Lent,"writes
thecorrespondent," theChurchpublishesher condemnationof wakes.
Oar Bishops are repeatedly calling on us to use every effort to
suppress them, 'asinsulting tothe dead,andsubversive of Christian
morals.' These condemnations and our constant exertions are
not effective generally." The Chester Chronicle, however, sajs
not a wordof this, butquotes some of the cases of disgusting con-
ductmentioned by thewriter, and then lays the whole blame of the
matterupon the CatholicChurch. "Such," he says, "is the terrible
degradation to which the Romish priesthoodhas brought one of the
finest peasantry(peasantries?) in the world." The presumption is

f
'

nevertheless, that thepriesthood which bad brought the people to
such a pitch of degradation would be content thai they should
remain in it.rather thancondemn and make efforts toput an end to
it. That thehabit of waking thedead riotously, moreover, did not
originate in Catholic Ireland, a pious editor might be expected to
havesufficient knowledgeevenof the Scriptures to informhim. He
might hardly be expected to have snmcient honesty to induce him
not to hide the truth when it was laidundeniably beforehis eyes

—
for honesty is not among the attributes of pious editors as a rule.
The Frcomarfscorrespondent,tten,inreferenceto thenecessity that
he finds for a law to second the efforts of the priests', speaks as
follows :—

"Until then we must only imitate our Lord, 'who (Sr#
Matthew's Gospel, ix.,22 scg1.), whenHe wascome into the house of
the Ruler (whose daughter lay dead; saw the minstrels and the
multitudemaking a rout, and said 'give place,' . . . and the
multitudewasputout.' Had Henot raised thedead to life, on His
departure themultitude would havereturned, and«o they do now."
Somuch for themanner in whichgoodProtestantChristians consider
themselves authorised to deal with Catholic matters? But let us
hopethat they limit the gross license taken by themto this particu-
lar,andin all the other affairs of life are tolerably honest men. We
must make allowance,besides, for the position in which they find
themselvesplaced, for it is verynecessary,inorder that the Church
may seeminferior and the various evangelical conventicles obtain
somedegreeof credit, that falsehood should be strongly, plentifully,

(and unscrupuously made use of. Meantime, as ajust means of con-
trasting thework donebyProtestantism with that accomplished by
the Church, let us compare the following figures— as contrasting
CatholicandProtestant Ireland they are especially valuable. The
returns of the Registrar- General for 1881, then,give us the percen-
tageof illegitimate births in Ulster, the most Protestant province*
and in Connaught, themost Catholic province. InProtestantUlster
it is 4*l, andin Catholic Connaught oBpercent. Wefind, moreover,
that in theProtestant county, Down,of 5,671 births registered, 328
wereillegitimate, while inCatholic Mayo there were 29 illegitimate
birthsout of 6,013 births registered. We see, therefore, that pious
editors are verysorelyput to it when they feel obliged to condemn
theCatholic Church, as theyvery often do. If, under the circum-
stances, they take refuge in tricks and dishonesty, letus,at least,
makealltheexcuse for them that their necessities demand. Good
Protestantismveryconsistently,as wellasconstantly, acts upon that
motto which it has itself-invented for thebenefitof the Jesuits—'The endjustifies themeans."

THE
SECULARIST'S
ARGUMENTS.

IntheMonthforDec. the Be*. James F. Splaine
publishesaaarticleon primary education inwjjich
we find much thatis very p'sitineatto thesubject
whichatpresantforms thecßief InterestofCatholic*
in this Colony. The writer begins by referring to'-

thestale of thereligious question in England, and points out how
religious freedom Has been brought tomeanfreedom fromreligion.
He goes on toshow thatall theprovisionmade mjreducation in the
past wasdue todenomioationalists,and declaresthathad secularists
done asmuch animmense expenditureonBoard Schools wouldhave
beenavoidedby the ratepayers. He then goes on to explain the
injustice ofthe attempt to force on the whole communitythe system
that is pleasing tosecularistsaloae. "There is nogreaterfallacy,"
he writes," than that which underlies this make-believe theory of
being the"same to all. Denominationalists see a 'distinction between
the being educated and the being perhaps brimful of facts
and processes. They are possessed of the idea that although a
child werenot only perfect in reading, writing, and arithmetic, bat
were also an adept in geography, domestic economy, andhistory
and had also gained a smattering of the sciences, he would not
for all thatnecessarilybe educated. They believe that theseattain*
mentsby themselveswouldinmany,ifnotinmostcases,bepositively
injurious, and that to bereally beneficial they mast rest on a sub*
stratumof morality. They believe also that totalk of building upa
codeof morality withoutreligion is to talk'nonsense;that a morality
which is not founded oa the first and greatest: Commandment of
lovingGodaboveall things, andall else for His sake, which is not,
in other words,looped up to the supreme will of One who taketh
thought for allmenmust be founded onselfishness; thatunder such
a codeman's motive for action musteverbe in itsultimate analysis,
love of his ownbody;andthat his aim ia life whun traced through
and pastall his wordy and high-sounding professions, can be no
higher than that which impels thebeastof the field, namely thenu-
trition and well-beingnot oEhis soul, not oE his mind, but of that in
which these, according to the apostles of suchmorality,are mere
phenomena,namely, his body. Fiually-they believe that in such a
code therewould benothingtohinder man fromturning all hisattain-
ments in whateverdirectionhe thought might most conduce to his
own temporalpleasureor profit, however great an injustice hemight
thereby beguilty of towards tha rest of the world." "We are not
concerned at pres3nt,"adds the writer,"in proving that Denomina-
tionalists areright inbelieving all this. We only state, as a fact,
that they do. Isitwojdjrful, therefore, that they should 03 dissatis-
fied with theoffer of theSecularist? The 'education' which he speaks

Iof is to thema maimed and truncated abortion, and his attempt to
thrust itupon themis an unwarrantableinterferencewith freedomof
conscience." The Secularist, however, answers thatbehas no inten-
tion of forcing his views on the Denominationalist, but that he
cannot 03expected much longer tocontribute to the supportof reli-
gions,,with which hehas no sympathy.

"
This answer, by ita cool-

ness, seems to have deceivedsome even among ourselves," says the
writer " Let us therefore consider attentively what itamounts to.
We Denominationalists havelaidout enormoussums in building our
own schools, furnishing them, and supplying them with staffs of
teachers. Then wehavebeentaxedto dothesame for ourSecularist.
Having thus beensetuponhis legs, the first announcement whichhe
makesis that he willnot subscribeany longer towardsthe support of
ourreligions. Any longer! Why, heis notdoingitnow. Itisdifficult
at first toguess whathe alludes to,but his meaning is thathe objects
toour being allowed tocompete with him for certain prize3called
Grauts, whichare votedby Parliament out of the national income,
andby Government thrown openatpresent to all certified schools."
The writer, then, proceedsto examineinto the secularist's objection,
and to the passagesin which be does so, as being of especial impor-
tance, we desire to call theparticularattention of our readers. "But
what are these prizes offered for1

"
asks the writer. "Is it for

religion as he (the Secularist) insinuates1 Is the grantthat lie geti
given for religion? Andis not the grant that wereceiveawarded on
precisely the same conditions, and for precisely the same thing?
Should wegetapenny less if we were to cease from teaching our
children a creed? The grant is given, asheknowsperfectlywell
for success in teaching reading, writing, and arithmetic. Beligion
has nothing in the worldto dowith it. WeDenominationalietshave
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