
Beforeproceeding tobles3 and erect the Stations of the Cross,
the Bishop explained thenature of the indulgences attached to the
piousdevotion;and said that these were to be gained by piously
praying andmeditating, before each Station, upon the represented
incident in OurLord's sad journey. The Disciplesand early Chris-
tians had made itahabit to visit these sacred spots, and pilgrims
hadcome from the veryends of theearth tovisit the scenes of Our
Blessed Redeemer's sufferings. But in these favoured ages wecould,by piously following the way of the Cro3s, gain the sama
indulgences as if wemadelong and toilsome pilgrimag-es to the Holy
Land. And theplenary indulgencies attached tothis lovingdevotionwereall themoreprecious for being applicable to the dear onesgone
from vs

—
theholy souls inpurgatory.

HisLordshipthen descendedfromthethroneandproceededtobless
the variousStationsof the Cross, after which, with the"assistance of
Mr.Toohey,Mr. JohnFord,andothers,each was respectively raised
to its assigned position, the choir meanwhile singing the"Stabat
Mater

"
to the well-knowngrand oldGregorian chant. Prelate and

train having arrived back at the altar, the final prayers said, the
choir pouredfortha paean of praise to the dearLord for His good-
ness and lovingkindness topoor humanity, concluding, as beginning
witha reverentprayer.

ThepicturedStations (thoughplain) have added greatly to the
of the school-church, which now presents a nicely-

furnishedappearance;and from this datepiousCatholics will have
theprivilege of following inthe suffering Lord's footsteps from tri-
bunal to Calvary. Bach Friday throughout the year tfiey will be
enabledtojoin that glorious band of angels and saintly men andwomenwho,inpast ages andup till now,have followedin wonder-
ing awe, the ruddy footprints of the Man of Sorrows. Very touch-
ing to the writer'sear is the short ejaculation uttered just before
leavingeachStation(surely thebrokensob of apenitent child

—
)"Oh, my Jesus whogoest to death forme,

Iwishtolive,Iwishto die for thee."
Inthe evening, the Bishopread the epistle and gospel for the

day,andinsimple,but well-chosenwords, addressedthe large coi-
gregation whohad assembled toreceive the blessingofthe Holy One,
andpay the respectdue by good Catholics to their Bishop. His first
themewasthe gospelparable of the sowerandtheseed. He pointed
out thatbefore reading the Scriptures persons shouldprayfor proper
dispositions,thegraceof God,the guidance of theHolySpirit, thatthe
effectof the wordmight not be lost ;and having thus preparedthem-
selves), they should read, or hear, the Word of God with loving
reverence.

The epistleof the day related to St.Paul's defenceof hims?lE
by the narrationof his sufferings and privileges; and from this sub-
ject themainlessondrawn was thatof profound humility. A sketch
of Paul, the learned and cultivated, the great and daring apostleof
theGentilesan/i nurse of the infantchurch, struggling and fighting
against ahuge enemy,and in human weakness crying out to God to
free him fromhis "sting in the flesh," was nowerfully and forcibly
placed before thecongregation, who were the"n shown thatit wasno
proof of a manbeing not right before God becausemuch tempted;
but thatmen in themselves wereutterly weakand God's grace alone
could successfully combat the evil one.

Then followedthe ever beautiful devotionof Benediction; that
solemn time whenall the faithful, onbendedknees, adore their dearRedeemer, andeach individually asks for those gracesof which he
stands in need;those sacredmoments when the Creator bestows his
actualblessing on bis worshipping creatures,andpromises renewedgrace toall who ask; the joyful time when we,as ibwere, standface
to face and heart to heart with the beloved Lord who died for
our sakes.

Devotionsover,thslittlechoir sings out a gladsome hymn, and
thepeopleflock out into the night with that holy benediction Rtill
fresh in their hearts, mingled with thankfulness to God for having
brought toa successful close another happy fete day for Oamaru.

THE MISSION IN CHRISTCHURCH.

but to love the men who bad come so far,and worked sohard, to
bring themback to the path from which many of them had been
straying.

The second week wasdevotedto the considerationof the deca-
logue and to the manner in which the commandments might be
brokenandkept;while the last weekwas givenup to those means
by which all the good that had been gained through themission
might be preserved, and how best to attain to the greatgraceof
final perseverance. We had but one sermon from the superior,the
Rev. Father Vaugban, on the duties apd obligations which weowe
toGod, aaour Creator, as ourRedeemer, andas our Father, and that
one sermon, be itmarked, wasoneof themost powerfuland eloquent
discourses thatwas everdeliveredin the Church of the MostBlessed
Sacrament. Themission wasopened.onSunday, the 18thof January,
by the Rev. Father O'Neill in a sermon peculiarly touching and
beautiful,in whichhe explainedthat the time of a mission was one
in which God vouchsafed tobestowspecial gracesand favourson the
people,andurged uponthem the necessity of attending to the one
now opened to them, as it probably would be thelast for many of
those who were listening to him. Father O'Neill has a peculiarly
effective wayof arresting the attention of his congregation by the
calm,earnest,and dignified mannerin which he addresses them,and
he naturally becamea great favouritewithmany among the congre-
gation. This, indeed, was evidenced at his farewell sermon on"Perseverance," whenboth priestand people were visibly affected
at the leave-taking;and, Shakspeare notwithstanding, we think
thatthe goodhehas done will live after him.

The first Thursday night of the mission was consecrated to
reparation to the Blessed Sacrament, when the high altar was
gorgeously decorated with flowers aud wax candles on the occasion.
A. very powerfuldoctrinalanddevotionalsermonon theRealPreseuce
wasdeliveredby the Rev. Father Hegarty, which must have done
good toany of the"outsiders

"
whose minds were open toconvic-

tion. On February 3, the Blessed Virgin's altar was similarly
decorated, when FatherO'Neill solemnly consecrated all the people
to the Blessed Virgin.

(Imay say here parenthetically that the missioners haveex-
pressedtheir great admiration of the fittings and altar furniture of
ourchurch, which is now the finest in the Colony. A ciborium of
very beantiful workmanship and capable of holding about one
thousand particles, as also some very fine standards anda richly

-
toned gong wereused for the first time during thismission.)

Father Hegarty is certainly the "Boanerges"o£ themission,and
many is the poor sinner thathe has frightened outof his lethargy,
audbrought toa senseof hie duty. Other priests maypreach to you,
but Father Hegarty hammers the Eternal Truths right into your
very soul. His great sermons on Death, on Hell, and on In-
temperanceare things never tobe forgotten. However,he is another
manentirely off the altar;full of tenderedsympathy for the weak-
ness of erringsinners, he is mostaffable andcourteous toallhecomes
incontact with, and his friends here part withhim with a regret
whichis real.

The mission wa9 somewhat advanced when the Rev. Father
Stokes arrived in Christchurch with the Superior, aud this gave
additionalhelp at the confessionals as well as at the instructions.
The preaching ofFatherStokes is sublimely simple,appealing to the
heartrather than to theunderstanding, and his sermoa on the im-
portauceand efficacy of prayerat onceendearedhim to the people.
Other menmay have many admirers, butFather Stokes will always
have many friends.

Onlast Sunday at four o'clock, themission closed foi- thewomen
of the parish, and at seveno'clock for themen. Itwasseen by the
Fathers that, from the increasing interest displayedby the people in
the work of the mission, the whole parish, so to speak, would be
presentat theclosing service. Butas thechurch is not large enough
to accommodate more than about fifteen hundred persons, it was
resolved togive the final sermon and the Papal Benediction to the
womenbyF.ither O'Neillat four o'clock in the afternoon, and by
FatherHegarty to the men at seven in the evening. Tbere were
abouteleven hundred womenin the churchat four o'clock, and the
number of men atseveno'clock wasbetweeneightandninehundred,
making,atboth services, nearly two thousand people. There was
never witnessed before in our church so solemn and imposing a
ceremony as that which took place on these two occasions. Of
Father O'Neill'sleave-takingIhave said something, but Iscarcely
know in what languageIcan tellyouabout FatherHegarty's. It
was hard,indeed,torestrain the tears evokedby thepowerfulappeal
of thepraacher topardonhim for his shortcomings, to think of him
and toprayfor him whenhe waafar away,ashewould everthink of
andpray for them. And when he blessedall the senses of the body
and the facultiesof the soul, and whenhe gave the blessing of our
Holy Father thePope, many a head wasbowed down tohide thehot
teara that welledup from a softenedheart. He thanked the people
for their attendance,and their goodparishpriestandhis curates for
the valuableassistance theyhadrenderedto him during themission,
but, above all, he thanked theBishop of the diocese,Dr.Redwood,
to whom themissioners wereunder specialobligations.

After the"Te Deuvi
" waschantedby the choir. His Lordship

addresseda few wordsto thepeople in answer to this reference to
himself, andsaid thathe took that occasion to thank the missioners
who bad so generously respondedtohis invitation to come to New
Zealand,more especially their superior and the Very Rev. Father
Vaugban, whonot only accededtohis request to allow his priests to
comebut evencame withthemhimself. Hehopedthepeoplewould per-
severein thelove andgraceofGod,andcontinue tofrequent the sacra-
ment,topractice the devotions they hadbaen taught,and aboveallto
be regular in their attendanceat theholy sacrificeof theMass. Thus
closed the thirdmission inChristchurch within the last sevenyears.

Raibkealensis.

Mr.W.H.M'Keay has removed from his well-known office in
Princes st., Duuedin, to more commodious chambers in theBamo-
street.

Duringthe nearlynineteen centuriesof the Church's history there
has not, perhaps,been founded within her bosom any religious Order
so thoroughly imbuedwith the zeal andspirit of its founder— if we
exceptthatglorious army of St. Ignatiusof Loyola-— as the Congre-
gationof theMostHoly Redeemer. From the day that the great
St.Alphonsus Mariade Liguori, filled with the zeal of the Apostle,gavehis first mission at Scala, in 1732,until the very last one given
by his childreninChristchurcb, in1885, the burning desire for thesalvationof souls which filled andconsumed his puresoul has neverdied out amonghis children. Itis scarcelyninety-eight years since
St. Alphonsus,worndown with the fatiguesof overhalf acentury ofmissionary work, went toreap the reward of his labour,andin that

v- comparatively shortspaceof time his Order has spread itself almost
the world;his childrenhaveestablished themselvesevenon the very confines of the globe. There is nocountry where therearesouls to be saved, where " the harvest is ripe for the sickle,"

but the Redetnptorist Fathers are tobe found;and wherever theyare founda markedimprovement in the religious character, and inthe faithand morals of Catholics attests their presence. A deeper
andlivelier devotionto theaffairs of salvation isawakenedin them,
and the ever-increasingnumbers thatattendtheir servicesand gather
round their confessionals is surest evidence oE the truth of theseremarks. They touch theheait, and it responds to the call ; they
dig deep,and the groundyields its fruit. The mannerinwhich thesegoodmen conducttheir missions differs in many .respects from that
of othermissioners whohave visitedthis diocese, and that they have
studied their workas a science is clear to anyone attending their
instructions. Everything,during the first week,wasdone that could
be done, and said that could be said topreparethepeople for the
Sacramentof Penance, and to turn their attention to the considera-
tionof those supremely importanttruths upon which their salvation
hung. As thepeople sat andlistenednight after night,andmorning
Aftermorning, to thoseinstructions, they grewsot only toreverence,
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