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Hetos of the dech.

THE difference between the Westport Coal Company and their
colliers has been.Settled npon & mutually satiefactory basis, and the
men return to work on Tuesday., The agreement is that the men
shall get relatively the same pay as that paid at Greymouth, such
rate to be settled by arbitration.

At the annmal meeting of the Lyttelton Harbour Board. held
yesterday, the report showed the receipte for 1884 to be £64,905
including the balance from last year of £82,149, The expenditure
was £55,244, of which £32,278 had been spent on barbour works,
During the year 1195 vessels, of & total tonnage of 497,850 tons, have
used the wharves, 687 of these were steamers, of a total tonnage of
389,615 tons.

The inquest on the bodies of those killed atthe Cootamaondra
railway sccident was concluded yesterday at Spdney. The verdict
of the jury was to the effect that the Government were guilty of
negligence in not supplying larger culverts at the scene of the
accident, and that the eatastrophe might have been prevented if the
gang of fettlers had been supplied with more than one lamp.

The troops under 8ir Herbert Stewart made a forced march on
Bunday and Monday, and had nearly reached the Nils when they
were stopped by the rebels near ElL Metemnch. The rebels were
beaten after heavy fighting. The British loss was slight, The
British eolumn sneceeded in reaching the Nile after a severs fight, and
remained there till Tueadsy evening. Daring the engagement Mr,
Caweron, special correspondent of the London Standard, was killed,
A later telegram from Lord Wolseley gives the following details of
the action, When 8ir Charles Wilson arrived within four miles of
ihe Nile oo the 1Sth inst, the enemy showed in strong force,
Colonel Stewart therefore haited his colamn, although under heavy
fire. It was here that Colonel Btewart was severely wounded.
Colonel Sir C. Wilson assnmed command, and leaving the wounded
at Tarabah marched ont the same afternoon, The enemy, led by
several Emirs on horseback, charged the British gailantly but were
repulsed each time, losing five of their Emirs and 250 Xkilled, besides
many wounded. The British loss is not stated. During the
iuspection of the enemy’s pusition four steamers, nnder command
of Misri Pasha, from Khartoum, reached Gubut Fort, south of El
Metemueh, and landed guns and wen.

BATURDAY, .

A few daya ago (says the Thames Advertiser) & paragraph
appeared in an Auckland contemporary and was re-produced in thig
journal, to the effect that an important gold discovery had been
rade somewhere in the Waikato district, and that a small parcel of
the metal had been browght to a Thames bank. Krom subsequent
enquiries, it appeared that these particulars were scarcely correct,
but from reliable information just supplied to us, thers are evidently
good grounds for believing that auriferouns tracts of comotry have
been discovered in the valley of the Waipa, the principal tributary
of the Waikato river. Two half-castes, named George Hetita, and
William Turner, h.ve been carrying on prospecting operations in the
ranges to the south-east of Kihikihi for about eightesn months, and
their perseverance has been rewarded by some measure of snccess,
Bmall samples of gold-bearing stone have been brought into Alexan-
dria. occasiovally, bus the prospectors are naturally reticent as to the
exact locality in which they were obtained. The regular course in
such cases is to apply to the Government for the reward for the dis-
<covery of a new goldfield, and at the same time seek protection for
ishe prospecting area which the fiuders desire to occapy, leaving it to
fotare events to establish the correctness of the first-named claim,
‘We understand that this has lately been done, so that the matter
will probably be heard of in due time. Barry, the old Thames
prospector, who, it will be remembered, was intercepted by the
natives in the Tabua ranges several months ago, when & smatl phial
coutaining gold was found in his possession, is also aaid to be in one
-of the Waikato townships, but is nut connected with the fortanate

arty.

The varions anctioneers all guote lower prices than last year for
sheep sold at the ram fair held at Napier on Thorsday and Friday
partly owing to the large numbers yarded, and partly, no doubt, to the
continued depression in the wool market. The highest price giveu
was 61 guineas, for one of the New Zealand and Australian Land
Company’s Lincolus. Thbe average price for the Company's stud
rams was £15 168 84, and the flock rams £5 93 61, The nexf highest
}I)Jrices were 41 and 36 gunineas, given for two of Mr. Tanmer's

incolns. The average prices of Mr, Peed’s rams wers : For atod
Lincolns, £9 15s ; flock Lincolns, £5 14s 6d ; Romney Marsh, £5 25,
The market for merinos was very depressed, no prices worth quoting
‘being realised.

Thete was a crowded and enthusiastic meeting at Nelson last
night, when the Premier delivered an address. Ignoring questions
of party politics, he spoke at some length concerning Press criticisms,
and sfter alluding to why the present Government existed, referred
to some measures they bad assisted to pass. The bulk of his speech
wag devoted to the three dangers bes-tting democracy —namely, war,
the absorption of power by the few, and thé amassing of wealth in
few hands. In connection with the first danger he spoke of con-
federation, and the aira that in the South Pacific the Colonies should
band together for general purposes. He did not abject to Enropean
Powera colonisiog the islands, but did 10 the formation of depdts,
‘Under the second danger he spoke of local government, referriog to
the danger of the central G-wernment absorbing the whole powers.
He said without local government there could be no trze liberty ; but
‘bhe question was a large one, which bad not been settled in England
or Europe even, the Irish guesiion being one of local government.
The condition of England and America showed the result and dan-
ger of the absorption of wealth by a few, He spoke freely on the
"zoeans he considered wonld avert these dangers, which might lead to

| avercome the prejudices and privciples of a qnarter of a centu

anarchy. He spoke on education in &
Dunedin meeting. He referred to the
of large estaten ; advocated technical education and the teaching of
thrift and temperance ; co-operation and the éstablishment of small
industries ; the exercise of kindness, eelf-denial, eelf-respect, and
strong individuality, together with strict justice to 41l. The speakey
was very eloguent at times, and was repeatedly cheered. A vote of
thanks, on the motion of Major Pitt’.was carried with enthusinsm,
The party bave just left for Westport,

The engineer of the Humphrey's Gully Gold-mining Company
reports that the recent heavy flopds bave not damaged the main race,
which earries over 10C Government heads of water. The race was
running bank high, thus proving the etability of the works, The
driving in the long tunnel is again being puashed on at both ende,

Mr. Balance (says the Waikato Times) secms to have thoronghly
ingratiated himself with the upper Wanganui natives, who for many
years have kept quite aloof from all intercourse with Earopeans, and
he has been equaily successtul with those living in other districts in
the southern parts of the island, In a few days we shall have him
in the Waikato, and his trip will doubtless extead some distance into
the Eing Country, which is a somewhat safer place to walk aboat in
now than it was doring the régime’ of 8ir Donald McLean, While
hers the Native Minister will no doubt clear up all the difficolties in
the way of the prosecation of the railway. Tke territorial chiefs at
this end are geueraliy favourable to the scheme of the Government,
but, like all the race, they are slow to move, and are perpetaally
haunted by snspicions of unfair treatment, It ia no easy thing te

similar sirain to that at the
prevention of the acquirement

B T L T TS

and nearly that period of time has elapsed since the Natives l;‘iyé

down the aukati line at Maungatawhiri, Time may have shown
them, as donbtless it has, the utter folly of that act, but their pride
will not_permit them to acknowledgeit, The probability is that
they had schooled themselves to believe that they had done the pro-
per thing, If Bo, the Bryce policy roused them to a gense of the reali-
ties of their position. Mr. Bryce showed them their danger ; perhaps
they will follow Mr, Ballance on to safer ground.

Bir J. Vogel was received on Thursiay at Waiwera by a
deputation of delegates from Whangarei e the North Kailway, He
#8id that the engineers were averse to the main line going by way
of Whangarie and Eawskawa, He thought that tne trunk line
should be carried or from Helensville throagh the centre of the
district of Hokianga. The Governmentintend to complete the trunk
line to the North during the next five years, Next session the
Government would introduce measures for aiding the construction of
railways over other porticns, which would form part of the trunk
line,

Soundings on the Cobden bridge site were taken yesterday,
when & depth of water of 61ft, was fonnd. When the piles were
driven there was enly 20€t.

Preliminary parileying is stilt proceeding between the British
Government and the other . uropean Powers, with the view of
arriving at a satisfactory settlement of the Fgyptian finaneial
difficnlties, and the last proposals of the English Cabinet, whick
include a loan to Kgypt under a British gnarautee, and the rejection
of the principle of multiple control by the Powers over Egyptian
finance as proposed by France, have now been accepted asa basis
for further negotiations,

The Sub-committee of the Reichstag, appointed to consider the
proposals to subsidive a certain line of mad steamers trading from
German posts, have recommended the adoption of the projected line
to Auatralia, but rejected one to SBamosn,

Telegrams announce that a mutoal understanding has been
arrived at between Colonial Warren and FPresident Kroger, of the
Tranevaal, regarding the settlement of Bechoanaland and the Land
Goshen. It hag been decided to order off all the Gioshenite freebooters
who still remain on the land they oconpied outside the convention
boundary. . )

Prince Bismarck has accepted in an amended form the annexa-
tion rules proposed by England.

The latest reports from Hl Metemneh show that the enemy
numbered 7000 men. Their loss estimated at 2000, and that of the
British at 21 killed and 100 wounded. Sir Herbert Stewart has been
raised to the rank of major-geacral. General Earle telegraphs that
it is doubtful whether any fighting will occar before the column
reaches Berber, He reports that the uncles of Bulieman, by whose
orders Colonel Stewart and his party were murdered, have submitted
to him, Telegrams report that the Arabs made an am attack upom
General Earle's coluwn, but were repulsed by the cavalry, BSubse-
quently the column attacked the rebels, and forced them to retire to
Berti, El Metemneh was attacked by the British on the 21st, The
Buitish lest nine men, and then withdrew. Sir Charles Wilson has
bombarded Shendey, opposite E1 Metemneh, Captain Viscouut &t,
Yincent, who was wounded at the battle of Abukia Wells, has died
ot his wounds, Abundant forage has been obtained at Gubuk, Misri
Pagha, who bas arrived at Gubuk from Khartonm, has arrapged to
proceed with Lord Wolseley to rescue General Gordon, Daring the
engagement near Bl Metemneh the enemy were never mearer the
British troops than 80 yards. BSeven thousand of the rebels took
part in the emgagement, and lost 1300 killed and wounded. The
English loss was 20 killed and 60 wounded.

At the Fire Brigade banquet the other evening (says the Otag
Daily Times) the toastof * The Ladies* fell into exceptionally good
hands. Mr, G. K, ulliott in the course of his speech said a great
many things to set the table in a roar, and amongst other matters
he made a vigorous protest against tne common use of the term
“lady.” Like a wise man, Mr. Ellitt guve his reason, His anti-
pathy to the word is, it appears, the result of an incident whick
occurred daring his experience as a J,P, Mr, Elliotr, with a com-
panion, was inspecting the Dunedin Gaol, ahd approached that
quarter on the female side where the short sentence priconers are
lodged, Here they found one inmate only—a femala of unpre-
possesging appearance, dishevelled as to her dress, husky as to her
speech——1n short a victim to the Gs, or 24 hours' formula, “ What I’



