
OnMondayevening,Dec.15^ hisGrace theMostRev.Dr.Crokearrived
at Kildare,on avisit to the Very Rev. Dr.Kavanagh,P.P. Here-
ceivedanenthusiasticgreeting from thepeople. At Dr.Kavanagh's
residence addresses wereread tohis Grace from themembersof the
Rathangan branch of the NationalLeague, asking him to presidaat
the county convention on the following day, and from the priests
andpeople of Eildare. To these twoaddressesDr.Croke repliedasfollows:

—
My first dutyis to make a coupleof acts of thanksgiving, andmy first act of thanksgiving shall be,asitshouldbe, toGod, in token

of all Hehas done for us since lastIhad the pleasureof meetingandspeaking toyouhere. We havemade great progress since then,
Ineednot recapitulate for you the different stages of it. Suffice it
to say that our representativesinParliamentwerenevermorepower-
fulor moredetermined than they areat present (cheers),that priests
andpeople werenevermore thoroughly united, and that the-national
causeneverlooked brighter or more promising (cheers). ,Wo thank
God for this. My nextact of thanksgiving shallbeaddressedto your
veneratedand patrioticpastor (cheers). Ithankhim for having iu-
vitedme tohis hospitablehouse this evening, and for the additional
greatpleasure that he has affordedme of meeting once again the
sterlingpatriots of Kildare (cheers), lour pastoris acredit toyou
and tous all (prolonged cheers). Besides being a ripe scholar,an
eloquentspeaker, and a learned divine, he is the ablest advocate,
perhaps,of thepeople'srights amongsttbegifted priestsof Ireland
(cheers,and you andIowe him a debt of gratitude accordingly,
whichIfear we shallnever have funds enough on hands torepay.
My third act of thanksgiving is to yourselves. Ithank you very
sincerely for thehearty welcomethatyouhavegivenme(cheers,anda
voice— ("You areheartily welcome'")— not,indeed,for the first time—

to the holy shrine of Kildare. The honour that youhave thus
repeatedlyconferred on me, in publicly andright royally welcoming
mehere, wasmeant more, I'm sure,as a proof of yourhigh regard
for theexalted positionwhich,however unworthy,Ifill in theIrishChurcb, thanas apersonalcompliment to my humble self. Itake
demonstrations like this to be a public expression of your faithas
Catholicsin theDivineorigin and constitution of your Church, and
initspastoralarrangements ;and if, in addition, anythingmaybe
supposedto be mixed up withit of a purely secular nature,Imay
assume thatyouarekindand complimentary tome,inan unusual de-
gree because youbelievethatIamnotonly devoteato theinterestsof
the Church, which claims our first love and allegiance,butinproper
measure tothelandlikewise in which youandIwere bornandbrought
up (cheers). Thatland isentitled toour lore and devotion (cheers).
Icannot say thatit is a rich, but certainly it is a " rar,e
and fair land thia nativelandof ours "(loud and prolonged cheer-
ing). 'Tis a land worth fighting for, asIbelievetherobberCromwell
said of old. We are waginga constitutional fight for its advance-
ment andsocial emancipation;and lam sureIcansafelysayof you,
asIdo of myself, that we shall never lay down our arms iv this
laudable and legitimate combat until wehave either secured the
blessings which wedesire, orbuilt a solid platform, atall events,on
which those whocome after us may stand securely,andcarry on the
goo f fight to lasting victory (prolonged cheers). Ihope this con-
summation may be near at hand, and that we may live toseeit
(cheers). But, whatevermay betide, historywilltell that foremost
in the fray werethemen of historicKildare,headedby theirfearleas
anddevoted pastor(cheers). As to the convention, it wouldbe my
delight to be there, and, if necessary, to preside;but there is no
necessity for it,andit would not suit me for reasons whichIneed
not enter intonow. ButifIshallnotbe therein the fleßh.Ishall be
with you in the spirit (cheers). My views are known to thegood
pastor who standsbeside me (cheers) for Dr.Kavanagh). He willbe
there(cheers). ThoughIhavereceivedagood many demonstrations
of good will,Icanassure you that in nocase,not eveninpopular
gallantTipperary (cheers,haveIfeltmoregrateful for kindness than
thatwhichIhavereceivedfrom thegood peopleofKildare(loud and
prolonged cheers).

Mb. Gladstonein theHouse of Commonson Monday night, Ist
December, unfolded the scheme of redistribution which has been
arrivedat in the conferences between tbe Cabinetand Lord Salis-
bury. On Tuesday morningthe RedistributionBill was printedand
circulated. The followingbrief analysis of itsprovisions will give
a fair ideaof the generaleffectof itandthe changes it willmake in
Irelandif itpasses into law:

—
The billproposestogive twelveadditional memberstoScotland

and sixtoEngland, Irelandand Wales are tocontinue as they are,
Ireland retaining 103 representatives. The twelve men added to
the Scottish representation will be members for twelve new
constituencies; the six given toEngland will sit for constituencies
representing thebix places now disfranchised for bribery, etc. Two
of these are Sligo and Cashel. The present House of Commons
consists of 652 members, but the six'seatsin abeyance for bribery
bring upthenominalstrength to658. There aretobe 12newmembers
added, thus making theHousein futurenumber 670.

All boroughs under 15,000 population are -to pass into the
counties, and to cease to have separate representation. Boroughs
ranging from a population of 15,000 to 50,000 are to have one
member, above 50,000 to 165,000 two members, and for every
additional 50,000 in thepopulation oneadditional member is to be
altered. Boroughshaving upwardsof 165,000 inhabitants are tobe
dividedinto wards, aid each ward is to elect one member. Tbe
sameprinciple is followed in the counties. In Ireland, therefore,
Carlow, whichhas a populationof less than 50,000, loses oneofits
members, whileCork gains five additional representatives. All the
counties having twoormoremembers are tobe divided into single*
member constituencies.

Boroughs tobe merged in theCountiesand to havenoseparate
representation.

Armagh Dungarvan
Athlone Bnnis
Bandon Enniskillen
Carlow Kinsale
Carrickfergus Lisburn
Clonmel Mallow
Coleraine

" >ew Rosa
Downpatrick Portarlington
Drogheda Tralee
Dundatk Wexford
Dungannon Youghal

Toal-22.
Boroughs which in future willhiveonly one member.

Galway
Limerick
Waterford
Total-3

Boroughs toreceiveadditionalmembers.)
Belfast in future will have4 members
Dublin

" " "
4

Each of these two constituencies will be divided into four
separate divisions,andeach division will have onemember.

The followinglistgivesthenumberof members whicheach Irish
county will haveif the bill passes. Carlow, as wehave previously
Baid, having a populationof less than 50,000, is to loseone of its
members. Eachof tbe remaining counties will be divided into as
many districtsas itwillhavemembers,andeachmember will sit for a
separatedistrict:

—

Dynamite is amuchmaligned explosive. Notmerely is it con-
demnedfor its own siva, but it has to bear the blame when other
agencieshavebeenmaking a noise. Ifthe cork flies outof a ginger-
beerbottleacryof "dynamite

"
is raisedimmediately,andif boilers

or engines burstthe samecry is heard. For instance alarge boiler
in the bacon-curing establishment of Messrs. Stoker and Co., of
Cork,accidently exploded on Monday, and we were told the next
day that

"
the generalbelief was that anotherdynamite outrage had

takenplace." Itwas clearly shown,however, that the fault did not
lie at thedoor of the dynamitards, but we dare say thatsomeof the
English papers sedulously Bpread the report that it did.— Nation,
December20.

Daring the past weekCork has been the scene of veryremark-
able, inspiring, and instructive events inthe shapeof lectures from
eminentanddistinguished Irishmen. Theeloquent Father Buckley,
of Buttevant,gaveamostgraphic andpicturesqueaccount of "Oven
Roe O'Neill

"
; theHon. Mr. 0. H. Bromby,ex-Attorney General of

Tasmania, deliveredamasterly andmost admirable resumeof "The
English in Ireland;

" and, last but not least, the celebrated and
world-famtd Michael Davitt,the princeof victims to British per-
secution,enthralleda large audience with his most able, exhaustive,
and splendidpronouncement on

"Political and Party Ories." Al-
together ithas been a weekof decided interest and profit.— Nation,
December 20.

Bismarck,"The manof Iron," has sustained another defeat at
thebandsof Dr. Windthorst, the Catholic leader o£ Germany. On
Wednesday themotion which stoodin thenameof the lattergentle*
man proposing to repeal the law empowering the Government toexpel oriuternpriesisfor

"unlawfully
"

exercisingecclesiastical func-
tions was discussed. Itwas vehemently opposed by the Imperial
Chancellor, butall to nopurpose, as ona divisiwn Dr. Windtaorst'a
motion wascarried by 217 voteslo93. Bismarck is finding thatitis
not atallsuch aneasy matterto conquer the Catholic Church as it
is tooverthrowsomeof the fir6t-class Powers of Europe. Other and
perhaps evengreater menhave made the samediscovery beforehim.

Nation,December6.
ColonelWhite and his agent, Mr.Lane Joynt, are at present

engaged in carrying out wholesale evictions on the estate at New
Birmingham. Several hundredindustrious peopleare now homeless
in thatdistrict, andarmedemergencymen areplaced in possession
of the evicted farm9. This affords practicalproof that the devasta-
tingpower of landlordism is not yetextinct.

—
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Name of No.of Name of No. of
County. Members. County Members.
Antrim ... 4 Londonderry ... 2
Armagh ... 3 Longford ... 2
Cailow ... 1 Louth ... 2
Cavan ... 2 Mayo ... 4
Clare

' ... 2 Meath ... 2
Cork T.. 7 Monagban ... 2
Donegal ... 4 Queen's ... 2
Down ... 4 Roscommon ... 2
Dublin ... 2 Sligo ... 2
Fermanagh ... 2 Tipperary ... 4
Galway ... 4 Tyrone ... 4
Kerry ... 4 Waterlord ... 2
Kildare ... 2 Westmeath ... 2
Kilkenny ... 2 Wexford ... 2
King's County ... 2 Wicklow ... 2
Leitrim ... 2
Limerick ... 2 Total 85

THE TOTAL IRISH BEPRESBKTATION.
Counties 85 members. Waterford ... 1 „
DublinUniversity 2 „ Londonderry ... 1 „„ City ... 4 „ Newry ... 1 „
Belfast ... 4 „ Kilkenny ... 1 „
Cork City ... 2 „
Galway Borough 1 „
Limerick ... 1 „ Total 103—

Exchange.


