
- tJ£— Com
Mmi^oftheGermanReichstaghave recommended thesubsidisingof anAfrican-Australasian lineof steamerTirnonViS;8??I°' ei?^^^betweenthe rebels and theBritish£££ HW?f* ColonelSur.Herbert Stewart mear aaMQI*<>w thatISSLSF-*»■*" Wrterofamilefnmi the English- lines the Arabscnargeamsplendid linewith their banners waving. Amongst thosef!"*Sf

*
fBmir of,E1Metemneh. The Emirof Berber receivedaspear thrust. Severalof the men under Colonel Burnaby, andpeatmanycamelswerespearedby the Arabs. The Arabs, havingformed asquare,werechargedby themarines, whokilledeveryArab

composing thesquare. Great tacticalskillandbravery were shownby the Arabs. The loss of the English included six officers and 46menkilled. A Gatlinggun was disabled.The sailors, intheirchargeonthe square, lost twoofficers. The country in which the engage-ment took place was very rocky andrugged. The rebels under theMabdihavecaptured Amderman. Later information from Gakdulstatesthat theEnglish wereenticedinto a difficult position, whenthe Arabs charged the front line, but were repulsed. They thenfuriously attackedtheleftrear. At theonset the "heavies" broke,but quickly rallied. Theguards and light infantry thenopenedupa"?fy?* fireon the enen»y- Kisestimated that theArab loss was1200 killed and wounded. Colonel SirHerbert Stewart's horse waskilledunder him. The enemyhave retired to El Metemneh. TheBritish lost nine officerskilled,including ColonelBurnaby, and ninewounded,including Captain Viscount St. Vincent and the Earl ofAirhe;also 65 menkilled. 85 werewounded.Some amusing incidents (says the AucklandHerald)occurredat the fire on Saturday night. As Mr. Holdship, the managingdirector of the AucklandTimberCompany,waspassingupanddown
the gangway near their factory, in the vicinity of thebucketgang,keepinganeyeon the operations,astranger, whowas working likeabeaver, but did not know Mr. Holdship,accosted him with,"Con-
found itman, takeabucketandput your hands to. Don't you seethemill is likely to catch fire ?

"
The "controlling nozzle," whichSuperintendent Hughes used for the first time on Saturday night, isa combination of branches and nozzles, and regulates thepressure

and volume of water thrown to any extent required. He had it
made atBranstonandForster's, for mill work especially. The fullforceof a jetof water fromit would knock a man down. A shortdistance from the mouth the cover is perforated with largeholes,
looking like the chambersof a revolver. The lroquois*blue jackets,
when they got holdof itonSaturday night, on relieving the Auck-land firemen, christenedit,"The YoungGatling.1' Inafew minutes
thepressureof watercaused it to getlively,and it took the Yankeebranchmanoverthe yard. Presently oneof themen of the lroquois
got in the line of fire— or rather water— andit struck him heavy.
Hemade adoable somersault, and cavortedinto a sawdust pit. On
emerging, he managed to ejaculate,between mouthfuls of sawdust
andscoriaash,"Why is this thus ?

"
Buttheonly explanationvouch-

safed was, "Can't help it Bill; the 'Young Gatling' is a terror to
kick!

"
(shortly afterwards,a Salvage Corps' mancame along, and

thatdiabolical"controllingnozzle
"

accidentally gothis range. He
gotit squarely onthe "centreof gravity,"and was shot as if froma catapultheadfirstinto a stack of timbers,his legsremaining in the
air, doing a "Breakdown." The American branchman requested
someof his mates to"pull the 'blooming

'
fool out," andavolunteer

party went in anddrewhim out insections,likea telescope.
It is popularlysupposed that St. Bernards are gentle animals

(says the Jjyttelton Times), whose sympathies lie withhuman beings
rather thanagainßt them. Theidea is fosteredby theAlpinestories,
but itis just aswell toknow, inview of the recent increase in the
number of these dogs, that they are oftenverydangerous andsavage
brutes. Twicelately inWellington children havebeen attackedand
andmaltreatedby them. Only this weekalittleboy of threeorfour
wasnearlykilledby a St.Bernard. Bothhands werebittenthrough,
the leftear nearly tornoff, anda bad scalp woundinflicted. But for
theprompt interferenceof a man whoheard the boy's screams there
wouldnot have beenmuch of him left.

Monday.
The first harvestingin thedistrict (says the Tuapeha Times), was

done the other day by Mr. Allan Mitchell, whocut acrop of oats in
Gabriels Gully, The oats wereof the long Tartar'an variety, and
the crop was veryheavy,being over sft. in height,but thebirds had
done greatdamage to the grain. The grain which xipens firstin the
district is sure to suffer most from the ravagesof the small birds,,
and these destructivepests imposeno small tax upon the farmers,
whose returns are trifling enough as it is.

The first annual report of the Wellington Meat-preservingand
Refrigerating Company states the Company's operations'have re-
sultedinaprofit of 10 percent. The directors recommend that the
amount to the creditof the profit andloss account be dealt with as
follows,viz.: Topay a dividendat therate of 5 per cent,per annum,
£739 11s 8d; to commencement of a reserve fund, £600 ; to be
carried forward, £238 H6s 2d ;— total, £1478 7s lOd

TheHanhesBayHerald'scorrespondentat Makatokutelegraphs
thatlarge bush fires areraging in thatdistrict. Parsons and Small'?
sawmills, with theirhouses anda largestock of timber,wereentirely
destroyed. The insurance is believedto be £1,600 in theNational
Office, but probably this is partly reinsured. Several other mills
werethreatened whenthe dispatchleft.

At midnight onFriday a fire broke out in Elliot street, Auck-
land, ontheupper floorof a two-storey blockof buildings leasedby
M'lnlay, signwriter, from DavidKean,residingat Wellington. The
ground floorin thenorthern division wasused by- M'lnlay a* a-work-
shop,and ths upper floor was partlyused by Davis, a saddler, as a
workshop,andalsoused asa workshopby Mr.J. H. Holmen, scenic
artist of theOpera-house, who slept in.the front room. The Fire
Brigade soon extinguished the flames. As Holmes was known to
sleepin theupperstorey,andhadnot been seen about, search was
made upstairs,whenhis nudebody was foundlyingon its back, the
skinhavingpeeledoffinsections, thoughthe bodywas not scorched
or burnt. An examination of the premises by DetectivesHughes
andWalker wenttoshowthatHolmeshad probably beenreading in
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Friday.
We {firommeUArgus) reported some time ago that twoor threepartieswho were workingon the CriffellHill, near the head of theLuggate,weredoingvery well. Others have since takenup claims
in that locality. Inall there are atpresent five'or six parties work*ing, andith>aooaedout during the last few days thatagooddealofgoldhas beengettingquietly—in fact fromwhatwe hearsomeof theclaims must berich. SeveralmenBtarted yesterdaytoprospect, andwe havenodoubt that morewill be heardof this new fieldduringthenest week ortwo. The depositof goldat this placeappears tobeoneof those things thatpuzzles both thepractical miner and thegeologist. The diggings are on thecrownof theridge between theLuggate Creek and the Cardrona River,at an elevationof about1,500ft above the Clutha. Thegold is depositedon ledges,and thewashdirt is loam, with a small quantity of gravel. The questionarises how was the gold deposited at this elevation? No quartzveinshavebeen foundfrom which itcouldbederived, and the great/heightabove the level of the valley forbids the idea of a depositfromany lake formation. Being on the very topof the range, waterisextremelyscarce. The first party that found gold has been en-gaged for twelvemonths inbringing in a race from the head of theLuggate,but being so high up very little water will be obtainedwhentherape is brought in,except during the melting of the snow.All theparties havebeen paddockingby handlabonr. Twoor threesledge the wash-dirtsomedistance toa swamp, where a littlewateroozesout,andby saving the waterina dam,obtainenough to washthedirt through a box. Theother two partiespaddock out the dirtand stackit for washingin springby themeltingof the snow. The
gold is nearly thepoorestyetfound in the district,being worthonly
£3 9s per oz. One person whois dissatisfied with thepricegiven bythebankhere, intends tosend hisgold to theMelbourneMint, think-
ing toget a betterretnrn.

The Southland Land Board wererecently compelled to refuseapplicationsby deferred-payment selectors to complete their pur-chases, owingto the receiptof the circular from the Lands Depart-
ment tothe effect that the Actof 1884 was retrospectiveco far asthe clauserelating tosix years' residence is concerned. The Boardtook the opinionof Judge Williams, and this wasread yesterday.He stated that the Act wasnot retrospective, and that he failed toseehowany doubt could everhave arisen on the point. The Boardafterwardsgranted the various applications.

The Kingite Natives at Whaliwhatihoe have been holding a
aeries of religious meetings. The desirableness of abandoning theHauhau superstition has beengenerally affirmed,but what Christiandenominationalformof religion shall take itsplace seems not tobeso easyof determination. All areagreed on one point, and thatis
that the form of religion fixed upon shall embody in it the BlueRibbonprincipleas oneof its .chief characteristics.

A Maorinamed Kiri was committed yesterday to theNew Ply-
mouthLunatic Asylum. Heis a ParihakaNative,and his hallucina-tion wasof such a nature astomakeTe Wbiti jealous. He declared
thathe was appointedby Godtorule theNatives,and that he hadpower to killall wicked people—both Europeansand Maoris. TeWhitididnot like this attempted usurpationof his authority, andwas themeansof havingKirisentto the Asylum. '

The manager (Mr. Anketell) and accountant (Mr. Burrup) ofthe Union BankatKoebourne, Western Australia, have been toma-hawkedandkilledon thebankpremise?. The keys of the safe werestolen, butno money was abstracted. At present thereis noclue tothemurderers.
The Commission appointed to adjudicate upon the claims ofGermansubjects in Fiji willmeet in London. Dr. Kraull, GermanConsulatSydney, will represent Germany on the Commission. Thedisclosuresrelative to these claimshave caused some sensation atBerlin.
Mr. J.F. Garrick (Agent-general for Queensland) and MrMurray-Smith (Agent-general for Victoria)areurging that GermanyshouldberequestedtosurrenderherrecentannexationsinNewGuiiea.Intelligencehas beenreceived that aBevereengagementhas beenfought near Gakdulbetween theBritish troops under Sir HerbertStewartanda body of therebels numbering 10,000. Heavy fighting

proceededforsome time,but Colonel Stewart finally gained a bril-liant victory,and inflicted a heavy loss on the enemy, fully 800 ofwhomwere left dead on the field. The British casualtiesare setdownatnine officersand65 rankand file killed,nine officersand85men wounded. After the battle the enemy retired, and ColonelStewart willadvance forwith to Metemneh, from whichpositionitishoped communicationwillbe opened withKhartoum.
Saturday.

The murderof Mr.Anketell,manager,and Mr.Burrup, accoun-
tant of theUnionBank of Australia,atBoeburn, Western Australia,
Was committedon the12th inst. 'Both victims were asleep at the
time they werekilled. The causeof thecrime is as yet completely
amystery,buttracks whichhavebeendiscoveredin the vicinity are
beingfollowed up,

Mr. Parnell,speaking at Cork,nrged the labourers and farmers
topaynorent,andalsoadvocated the protection of Irish industries.

Itis rumoured thattheConference respecting the Pacific will be
heldinLondon,and thatit will lead to mutual intercourse between
Germany and Englandrespecting these islands.

The severeweather experiencedin thenorthof Italyhascansed
aheavyavalancheatPiedmont,andinSavoyseveralvillageshavebeen
completely destroyed.

HerrKrnger recently delivereda speech to the GosheniteBoers,
inwhichhe stated thatthe TransvaalGovernment were determined
topursueseveremeasures torepress disorder in Bechuanaland. In
reply the Goshenite leaders protestedthat theywereanxious to live
atpeace with the Natives.
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