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to do-—but the worst of it is it will probably never be hia proviad: ta
dispel the prevailing bigotry by the dissemination of true knowledge
—and our ministers and popular leaders with their followers will
still continue as ignorant and foolish as before—more so they could
hardly ba, 1t is, nevertheless, a pity that tbeir ignorance and folly
should rua in & malicious groove aud delight in perpetualing enmity
and hatyed,

TRB Melbourne Avgus states that the attendance at tha Govern-
ment schools does not increase by any means in proportion with the
promise given at first, The enrolment and average attendance have
fallen off of late yeaxs. * Thus, five years back the number an the
books was 5000 and the average attendance 1000 in excess of what it
was in 1883, And for this the Argus accounts by the decressing
birth-rate of the colony. The Advocate, however, points out that a
more probable explanation is to be found in the fact that the © gutter
cbildren ™ are excluded from the Btate schools. The factsand figures
are telling and conclusive as to the manner in which the people are
being taxed to give cducational advantages to the children of the
well-to-do classes. ‘W see, again, from a paragraph in the Seuthland
News, that in a certain Vietorian town hot dinners are provided for
the children a5 a means of attracting them to school—but we have
always said that the Government which provided free edueation
should also, in order to be consistent, provide free living—and what
ig more, Mr. Stont makes use of the same argament in the paper to
which we refer in our leading columne, A reasonable compromise
might, however, be made perbaps by feeding, clothing, and educating
the guiter-children free, and letting the parents of the others do
their duty by them on all the points in question.

IN last week's ligt of the Veserable Archdeacon Coleman’s col-
lection ab Queenstown, Messra, Kelly and Buckley, and Mrs, Ma:a-
ghan should bave been enteved as having promised each £10, and
paid £2. The Archdeacon’s tour for the ensuing weeks is
arranged as follows :—Naseby, 30th inst.; 8t Bathans, December
7th ; Blacks and Tinkers, December 14th ; Naseby, December 21,
The good Catholies of the districts in guestion will doubtless be
prepared, like those elsewhere, to give Archdeacon Coleman a gener-
ous reception.

THE Angiican 8ynod of Dunedin, having been taught by experi-

- gnce a lesson that, as ministers of the Gospel, it is highly to their

discredit. that they were obliged to learn in sach a way, professed
themselves agreed as to the necessity of religious instruction in the
public scbacls, Their only plan, however, for bringing the matter
about—that of each clergyman’s teaching the children of his own
sect during school houra—is hardly one that will prove more effectual
than the classes they have relinguished as a tailure. The Synod
accredits Mr, Habeos, himself a rev. minister, with being the sole
plop and stay of utfer godlessness-—but such is the union of Christen-
dom,

TEx working-man, it seems, acconling to ap Anglican Church
Coogress held in Dunedin, is by no means a religious individual. He
thinks the clergy too grand for Lim, bul that, says Dr. Nerill, is a
great mistake, considering that the clergy are the vepresentatives of
somebody who was a “fisherman’s son,”—Did we not know that
there was something unbeard of sbout that early Britisk Oburch?
To make the working-man religious, however, a new plan is to
be adopted. He is to ba encouraged by a dance and a drop of
beer. A ciubisto be opened where such spiritual aids are to be
aliowed, and the parson is to b2 present to take advantage of the
opportunity. Tn the intervals of the polka his reverence can speak s
word in season. The working-man, then, is something more than
the corpus vile, and even the spiritual part of him may lawfally be
made the object of experiments,

‘PHY report of Professor Black to the Mayor of Dunedin concern~
ing the pollution of the reservoir'at Kaikorai, should prove agreeable
reading to the pesple of this city, The Professor makes it as clear
as daylight that the situation of a siaughter-yard muet so affect
the water as to make it an abomination disgusting to contemplate,
and poisonone to drink. The scientific descriptions of the various
evils are revolting beyond imagination, and should stir up the citizens
to make without delay a united and determined effort to have the
injury done to them remedied, Poizonous emanations, foul gases,
noxzious animal and vegetable life, impurities, filth, rats, flies,
garbage dropped by seagulls ; there is oo end, in fact, to the 1evolting
mess that i3 being concocted for the use of heusecholds in Dunedin,
god nothing can come of ita wse but pestilesce and death. The
Taieri Connty Council, we are told, have decided that they cannot
interfere in the matter ; but interference, and effectual interfercnce,
there shonld be by somebody, and that, as we said, withont one
moment’s delay,  We may add that Professor Black bas oaly spoken
of one slanghter-yard, whereas there are two others in the immediate
neighbourhood, It behoves the citizens, then, to be up and deing,
if they desire to save themselves and their households from untold
evils,

A fretful mother and cross child indicates ill healib, reguiring
only Hop Bitlers to remove, See, '

NAPIER.
[ —

A maxTiNg of the Catholics of Napier was held at the Brothers’
Schoolrcom on the evening of Monday, the 3rd inst,, to bid farewell
to the Rev. Pather Cassidy on bis departure for New Flymouth. The
Rev. Father Grogan, parish priest, occupied the chair,

In opening the meeting the rev. chairman expressed his regret at
losing Father Oassidy, and be felt that everyone in the parish shared
in that regret, He spoke in very eulogistic terms of the manner in
which Father Cassidy had discharged his duties, and the happiness
he had experienced in haviog so able and zealous & fellow-labourer,
He asaured them that Father Cassidy would receive a most hearty
welecome from the good Catholics of Taranaki. He (the rev, chair.
man) had speat eight months in that district, and knew nearly every
Catholic in the parish. In concluding, Father (irogan wished Father
Cassidy God-speed, and requested Mr. Rearden to read the parisboners’
farewell address, With the address was presented & purse of
sovereigns, as a mark of the affection and good wishes of the Catho-
lica of Napier.

Father Cassidy, in replyiog to the address, said that he could
never feel sufficiently grateful to the warm-hearted and generous
Catholics of Napier. Arduous though hig labours were at times,
he always felt a happiness in working for such people, and doubted
if a better congregation could be found elsewhere, He thanked
them mcst cordially for the kindnesses they had lavished upon him,
g0 profuscly ever since his arrival amongst them. Though distance
was soon to separate him from the flock he loved so dearly, he could
assura them that neither time nor absence would ever efface them
from his remembrance.

Mesars. McGill and Bheath also addressed the meeting, both
gentlemen paying graceful tribute to the zeal of Father Cassidy.

Rev, Father Grogan thanked the congregatien for atiending the
meeting in such large numbers, and for paying a well-deserved mark
of respect to their dear Father Cassidy.

At the conclusion of Father Grogan’s remsrks, the audience
knelt to receive Father Cassidy’s parting blessing, Father Cassidy
started overland on Tuesday morning

CAXTERBURY CATHOLIC LITERARY SOCIETY.
—_—————

ATthe mesting held on Monday, 8rd inst., Mr. R. A, Loughoan foifilled
his promise by delivering a lecture.

The subject he selected was one of peculiar interest, and more
especially to a Society of this pature. Moreover; it was one of
which the lecturer hai many years laborins experience : it was news-
papers, He gave an outline or historical sketeh of newspapers from
the firat one published in England in 1622, called the Weegkly News,
to the present time, He also pointed out the recognised influence
the newspaper hag attained, apd how by perseverasce it has won
rights and liberties which were forced through unwilling Parliaments,
and finally he gave a graphic description of the entire proosss of pro-
ducing the paper from the time it is in large rolls of white pa{:er
antil it is put into the hands of the reader, and also gave a detailed
account of the work of the entirs staff from the editor-in-chief of a
great TLondon daily down to the priater. He poioted out
that some persons wanted to prove the existence of a paper in
the time of the first English poet Chaucer; and some other
enthasiast contended thatin the reign of Blizabeth the Brifish Mers
cury was publighed, but both of these ideas have turped out to be fal.

acious. In 1643 the Seotch Intelligonoce was published, and in 1642
the Fresman's Journal was published in Loodon, Bpme time afterit
wag iransferred to Dublin, where it was what may be called a
® Jagtle organ,” but it has since, and even for a considerable time,
become one of the staunchest exponentsfiol Ivish public opinion. Inm
the early days or infancy of newspapers they were really a sort of
politieal pamphlets, and as such were in their language not remark-
able for decornm, but, on the confrary, were, according to our idess
at the present day, extravagantly libellous. As evidence of this he
quuled a dispute between the two Irish statesmen Flood and Grattan,
who, by the way. were journalists, One of these calling the other
his honourable friend, he was met by the response, * Yoar friend | L
would spit oa you, were Iin a desert 7' Parliament passed a law to
diminish libele, It imposed a tax or heavy stamp on every publica~
tion, Thig penalty caunsed many papers to disappest, among them being
the Spectateor, In 1704 Dz Foe published the Rovier, which attained
a very large circulation. He wag & very popular and talented writer,
and endowed with a marvelious power'of description. Bwilt wasalsoa
journalist whose talents stand unrivalled. He ended in madness,
and was always an extraordinary, eccentric individual, and as such
was, perhaps, never free from suspicions of insanity, Jonhson was
also & journalist whese virtue and uprightuess warded off the corruf-
tion and vice of his time by the magieal influence of his pen. In
bim loyalty and patriotism bad a rugged but noble defender, Crabbe
and Lee Hunt were also journalista. 8o also was John Weeks a mosat
successful journaliat, while yet the most depraved of men, 8tillit
most be admitted that he did much for the pzople’s liberty by the
ability of his writings, Bince then the Press has forced its way
through many obstacles and much opposition, until the representa-
tives of the Press have a recognized righs to give a literal report of
all public meetings, Parliamentary, law court, and such like. “4+u
London, deily pa?ers have an immense circulation, some even—g:u :
a8 the Zhlegrapl—reaching & quarter million, Esach paper 1» o
republic in itself, where equal rights and privileges are recognised.
The paper is the production of the whole, and representa the work of
each individual according to his position in the organisation. He
humorously described the eminent social distinctions, enjoyed by
the editor-in-chief, as it is popularly believed, and followed up his
real responsibilities and labour. The sub-editor next was describad
as really the hardest working man on the whole staff, and be advised
any of his young friends who may aspire to this dignity to be folly
prepared for ite trials, where the greatest amount of energy must be



