
Where Thackeray failed, the more generous-souled American,
George W. Cable, succeeds. The latter easily leads all writers in
the English language in his wonderful versatility ofdialect. His
Irish is almost, ifnot quite, perfect. The same may be said of his
Creole French. He is equally at borne in German aivi Italian
dialect, and the finely-shadedpatois of the West Indian natives.

The reason is simple. Mr Cable has not only great genius but
also great p>wers of observation and a sweet human sympathy
which saves his unconscious subjects from absurdity. Ie delights
him to follow in its finest shade tbe {astonishing freaks of Creole,
Irishor Dutchmispronunciation. To reproduceor parody it for the
purpose of ridicule would revolthim asmuch as the mockery of a
personal infirmity.

Jefferson's"Kip Van Winkle"and Boucicault's "Shaughreun "
ought todrive foreverfrom the stage thehideous monstrosities that
have passed for "Dutchmen

"
and " Irishmen." So the perfect

dialect of Cable if itdonot find successful imitators, may at least
succeed in abolishing the dreary and wearyrace of literary

'"
nigger

minstrels."
—

Pilot.

The usualweekly meetingof the above Society washeld in theBoys'
School, Liddell street, on Thursday, the 23rd ult. The chair was
occupiedby thepresident,Mr P. Reid. There was a fairattendance.Mr. R. Cowley and Mr. 0. Decy wereunanimously electedmembers,
and the last named gentleman was initiated. After some routinebusiness had been dealt with.

Theprogramme intendedfor theevening wasto beaGourtCase,
butowing to theplaintiff (Mr.Lawlor) not being present, thecase
couldnot beproceeded with. Nevertheless that beinga failure, theprogramme that wasgotup and given during the evening wasnota failure ;fbut was,perhaps,one of themost enjoyable entertainmentsgivenatthe meeting for sometime previous. The firstpart consisted
of an essay on "Good Reading," whichwasgivenby Mr. Gilfedderina veryablemanner.

Mr. Gilfeddersaid :You areall aware,nodoubt,thatreading is
asubject of very much importance,as it is the great medium through
which weholdcommunicationwith the outer world,and the meansby which weobtainan acquaintancewithmatters whichlieout of thesphereof our own direct observation. How unhappy must be the
stateand how superficial the knowledge of the manwhocannotread, for hisideas mustbe limited to whatlittle he can obtainfrom
oral instruction, and from personalexperienceandobservation;but
happy is the lot of the man who can read all literature open to
him

—
in fact,hehas the keyof allhuman knowledgeinhis possession.

Hecan makehimself acquainted with theresearches of tbehistorian
the imaginations of tbepast, and the investigations anddiscoveries
of the philosopher. It is undoubtedly a great acquisition to tbe
mental facultiestobe ableto read,yet a grander gift to intellectual
refinement is the ability toread well;and as society regards bad
reading as a sign of inferior education, we should persistently
endeavour to improve in this simple mechanicalart. The chief
characteristicsof goodreadingarefluency, intelligence,andexpressive-
ness. Fluency dependsuponaccuracyeaseanddistinctnesscombined;
Intelligenceuponaclear insight into thesubject read;andexpressive-
ness upon fluency and intelligence as well asupon intellectualrefine-
ment and sympathy with, theauthor;andinorder to secure these
results wemustread withdue deliberation, withunaffectedandnatural
tone and with distinct andforcible enunc'ation. Ifc is a great folly
indeed toendeavour toread toorapidly,asmanypeople are inclined
todo. A distinguishededucationist says"Learntoreadslow ;all other
graces will duly follow intheir proper places." A goodreader will
regard the sense of what heis reading and pause and emphasize
accordingly;"by reading deliberatelyand pausing judiciously heis
enabled toread fora longer time without fatigue, to give each word
its proper pronunciatim, and to keep sufficient breath in store for
the empathic words andaspirates when they occur ;he is also able
to lethis eye run in advance of hi9voice, and thus be can better
comprehendthemeaningof whathe is reading andbe betterprepared
tograpple with difficult and jaw-breaking words when they appear.
Buthe whoreads toorapidly depriveshimself of all theseadvan ages.
However, onhe glides, regardless oflaws, clause or pause untilsome
polysyllab'c teaser abruptly checks his headlongcareer, destroys the
equilibrium ofhis equanimity, andblasts allbis hopesof a reputation
as a goodreader.Hequotedseveraliustances in which most ludicrous
blunders have been made on account of indistinct reading, and
concluded by stating thatwheneverwehearapersonreaddeliberately
giving each worda distinct and correctpronunciation,with inellec-
tual refinement, expressingsympathy with theautnoi, withanimated
spirit andmoderated voice, observing all the emphatic words and
pausing judiciously atall the stops, and, finally, reading onwith the
samefluncy and facilitythroughdifficultsentencesas through theeasy
one°, we may fairly and rationally conclude that that person is a
goodreader.

Mr. Marlow in complimenting Mr. Gilfedder on the style
of his paper, wouldconcur withallthe assertions contained init,and
thought that the members would be very much benefited by the
essay. Mr. Cusack alsocongratulated thejwriter of tbe paper. Inhi9opiniontherewasnothing:contained in it that could be criticised;it
wassimply upto thestandard of perfection.

Mr, Gilfedder received a hearty vote of thanks for his able
composition. fThe nextpartof the programme consisted of a debate.

— "Is the
Pledgenecessary to the Cause of Temperance," was opened in theaffirmativeby Mr.Marlow, whogavea grand and fluent address in
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mansion, all roof and windows. Phil Redmond's feelings, as hegazedon thehome hehadnever knownsave by hearsay, wereof a
variedandconflicting nature. He had pictured it a feudal strong-hold toweringoveran extensive lakesuch as America boasts of— adiminutive ocean— a battlementedcastle, with keep and moat anddrawbridge, ivy-grown in the interestsof thepicturesqueandplate-
glassed in the interestsof modern sunlight."Good heavensI"he exclaimedinvoluntarily, "howunlikewhatIconceivedit tobe. Whata crueldisappointment I"

So rudely werehis ideas shattered,and sobitterly the prideofbaronialhallsmortified, that thepoor fellow's heartfeltquite crushed.Whether Miss O'Byrne saw this or whether Doaty Baw it is not thequestion here;but certes, that admirable little brute gavea loud
neigh as a trumpet-call to Redmond's scattered senses,and evincedfor thefirst moment during the preceding half-hour a desire topro-
ceedupon his homeward journey."Papadoes notvisit,Mr. Redmond,"said Miss O'Byrne, as shegrasped the reins upon resuming her seat in the basket upon the
wheels ;"butIshall askhim tocall uponyou, whenImayhope for
something likea formal introduction. How half anhour flies upon
tbe wingsof sansoeremmie /" And with a delicious inclination of
the head,half-saucy, half-dignified, and wholly piqtinnte, she dis-
appearedat theturn of theroad leading into the valley."Heigho-h!

"
sighed Philip Redmond of Ballymacreedy.

(To le continued.')
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its favour. He gave several instances of menwhobefore taking the
pledge had miserablehomes, and whose children,he had seen to hia
own knowledge, to be shoeless, hatless, ragged, and neglected,andwhowerealso strangersto the school, and by meansof the pledge
they had freehold sections now,andtheir children were'respectable.
Hebriefly referred to thebenefits derivedthrough the Rev. Father
Hennebery during bismission throughout the Colony in thatcause.He also spokeof the many attempts some menhadmadenot todrink
and failed,yet when these men took the pledge and bad it to fallback on, they couldkeepsober, and strongly insisted thatmoderate
drinkers should take thepledge tohelpon their weakerbrethren. He
(Mr.Mariow)wassupportedby Messrs W. J. McMillan, M.Gavia,
B. Bradley, andM. O'Brien, while the negative side was supported
by Mr.D. Brady, who gave a lengthy and earnest address, which
perhapscouldnotbe moreelaboratebad thesubject beenpremeditated
and which gained the appreciationof themajority of the members
onbeing put by one vote and was supported by M. P. Mulligan,
N. Gilfedder,J Ccsack, and J. McTntyre. severalof the members
who votedfor the negative, didnot vote conscientiously, butowing
to the argumentsbrought forward in favour of its negation,being
strongerthan those producedby the affirmative, consequently they
votedfor the negative side."

As these two foregoing subjects did not fully occupy the time
of themeeting,Mr.Gilfeddercontributed a recitation, " Bingen on
theRhine," andconsidering this washis first attempt atthe meeting
he was verysuccessful. He was followedbyMr.Cusack ,who gavea
readingfrom Irish History in his usual excellent style. Mr. Marlow
rendered,"Somebody'sMother,"and though alittlenervous,owingto
its beinghis firstattempt,he succeededingiving the recitation a fair
interpretation;he moderates his voice toperfectionalmost. Mr.P.
Reid gave the last item, a recitation, the "Power of the Sword
by T. D. Sullivan. Itis not necessary for me tocomment onthat
gentleman's abilities as an elocutionist,as he is an experienced
elocutionist. He will not feel flatteredby mynotice of thefact, that
heis quitea treatat the meetingsof theSociety, andnomatter what
the recitation maybe that he Undertakes to render, he is quite a
masterof it.

Theprogramme for thenext meeting will be a debate on "are
Chinese detrimentalto theprosperity of the Colony." Mr. Mariow
andMr.J.Crpwley will support thenegative side, while Mr. Cusack
andMr. O'Brien will support the affirmative side.

Themeetingwasclosed intheusual form.

THE DIALECT PLAGUE,

Joel ChandlerHakbis,author of thedelightful "Uncle Remus"stories,has protestedagainst the streamof rubbish printed inpapers
andmagazines as

" dialect
"

prose aud poetry,by writers who think
thatbad spellingand worsegrammer make up for (he total lack of
wit, humour and naturalness. Many besides Mr. Harris have
groanedunder the affliction of theignoramuses, on the stage orin
print, who, while unable to write or speak a sentence of decent
English, fancy themselves able to "' take off

"
the lingual lapses of

otheruneducatedpeople.
There are yet others who think, like Mrs. Plornish "LittleDorritt," that broken English is asort of tongue in itself, a lingua

franca which all " foreigners
"

should understand in common, An
educated man,anda Boatonian, recently applied to theJPilot Office
for a point of information on Irish punctuation. To explain the
purportof his question he showeda poem inthe customary broken-
English attempt at brogue, which he honestly believed tobe the oral
and written language of theIrishpeopleI

Asa matter of fact, it requires, genius, and genius of a high
order, to reproduceany dialect. la addition to genius there must'be sympathy. The writer who aims to ridiculeis certain to over-
shoot his mark. Thackeray came nearest of any Englishman to
catching the subtletiesof theIrish speech, and anybody who has
studied his borgue will readily see how much truerto nature itis
where he only indulges in good-natured banter or affectionate
humour than wherehe is actuated b?national prejudice and hatred.
In trying to ridicule O'Connell and the men of, 18A8 he loses the
good temper, andconsequently the artistic fidelity whichhebrought
to thecreation of hisimaginary Irishheroes andheroines.

7

Atame«:ing of the Corporationof the City of Cork,the Nation-
alist members demanded to know of the Mayor whyhe dared to
invite theDuke of Edinburgh to visit the city. The Mayor gave'
them no answer. The Nationals stated that the Mayor had mis-
representedthe feelings of tbe citizensof Cork in extending an in-
vitation, to theDuke of Edinburgh tovisit the city. Greatconfusion
ensued,and the Mayor, togetherwith the Conservative members of
theboard withdrew. TheNationalmembers then elected Alderman
Maddenas chairman, andseveralspeeches weredeliverer denuncia*
toryof thecourse of the Mayor.


