
too, that the Irish members of Parliament stand aloof from thesocial influences of London, whichused atone time to have such asoftening and enervating effect on their political character. Thisisolation, forsoImay call it, wasdistinctly the workof Mr.Parnell.Itwas not the way of O'Counell;it was not the way of Mr. Butt!O'Connell's relations of friendship with some of the Whigs of his'day wereoften injurious tohis influence over political movements"
and similar relationshipswith English public menmade Mr. Buttfartooanxious to please,orat least not todisplease the House of Com-mons. Five years agoIwrote an article inaLondonperiodicalinwhich Itold my readers that a new chapter wasopening ia Irishpoliticalhistory whenthe Irish Parliamentaryparty hadgoc a leader
whodid not care ®ne straw for the friendship of a duke, and whowouldnot go todine at thehouse of aCabinet Minister. This mayseem to some of your readers a small matter; to those whoknowthehistory of IrishParliamentary movementsitis agreater matter"it is a part of that policy of independence whichMr. Parnellhas
come to carry out, and whicn is now tiied in action,for the firsttime."

THE "WORLD" ON MR. HEALY.

pose. IwishIcould convey to yourreaders anadequateidea of theanxiety, the alarm, the excitement which prevail on bothsidesof
theHouse concerning theprobablevoteof the Irishparty whensomecritical divisioniscoming on. We arabeset, each and every one ofus, by official, or at least, semi-official, delegates from this side or
that, eager to explaintous wherein, according to their ideas; are tobe foand the true interests of Ireland. We act as our own view
of Irish interests tells us that we ought to act. Where there
seems tous no publicprinciple involvedwehold ourselvea free to act
with a sole regard for the efEecfc which our votemay have on the
interestsof Ireland. Butlambound tosay that wenever yet gave
avote to the sideof whatwe believed tobeinitself a wrong cause.Therenever wasa questioninvolving the interests of humauity any-
where which had not the Irish vote given on the rightside. Thecause of the poor, the cause of the working people,has always the
support of the Irish vote. Every oppressed foreign population,
under English rale or other rule, hasthe sympathy andthehelp
when helpcan be givenin theEnglish Parliament— of the members
who follow Mr. Parnell. But there are occasions when a critical
division is to be takenonsomemere question of English party— of
Ministry and Opposition

—
and then weare free to act. Is itfor the

interestsof Irelandat the presentmoment that we should strengthen
or weaken, sustain or damage the Ministry1 We discuss th« ques-
tionamong ourselves andcome toa conclusion,andact accordingly.
By such a courseof policy, by stand ng together and watching our
opportunity, we overthrew Mr. Fi.i-dter and shall overthrow Lord
Spencer. In the next Parliament it will be aquestionnot of Vice-
roys andChief Secretaries, but of wiiole administrations. Withsuch
existingconditions andsuch a prospect,what do we wantof obstruc-
tion ? "What do we care about delaying the generalmovement of
business in theHouse of Commons1 The Conservatives do enough
in thatway;and, indeed,under themost favourable circumstances,
the movement of business in the House of Commons is so slow,
cumbrous, and clumsy that a future generationwill find ithard to
believe that any assembly of sanemen could haveendureda system
whichsacrifices the needs of anempire to thepelting, petty work of
aparish vestry."

With the House of Lords obstructing and destroying useful
measures, Mr. M'Carthy believes that the best-intentionedGovern-
ment could dobutlittle for Ireland. He thenproceeds :—"This is the conviction whichunderlies and inspires thepolicy
of Mr. Parnell. He assumes as a matterof certainty that the Eng-
lish Parliament cannot do for Ireland what Ireland wants tohave
done— whatIreland could do for herself. Therefore he bends allhis
energies to the task of getting Ireland extricated from the cruel
coils of her Parliamentary connection withEngland, and he sees but
one way of accomplishing this task,and that is by the strength of a
powerfulParliamentaryparty whichshall have theIrishpeoplebehind
it. Mr. Parnell is essentially a Parliamentary politician. He isnot
a theorist or a dreamer. Airy speculations donot captivate him, do
not even interest him. He treads the firm earth of present and
practical politics. For this very reason he is fully pos.-esaedof the
knowledge that no Irish Parliamentary party, however numerous,
able, and resolute, would be of any realuse if ithadnot the Irish
people at its back. To put it metaphorically, the Irish peopleare
the shaft of the spear. The Parliamentary party are the spear-head;
Mr. Pamell's is the hand thatpropelsand guides spearj shaft,and
epear-headto the mark. Mr. Parnell's purpose is soclearandcertain
that he does not think itnecessary to talk much aboutit. He does
not much care for the formal and long debates onHome Rtfe which
were a ceremonial of every session during Mr. Butt's leadership.
The English Press and puolic seemed to be greatly amazed and
alarmed when, twoor three yearsago, Mr. Parnell said he would not
have

'takenoff his coat
'

merely topass ameasure of landreform.The fact that any surprise was felt only showed how little the
English Press and public understood of the real Irish question.
With Mr. Parnell it is simply an article of faiththat a thoroughly
satisfactory measure of land reform cannotbe got from an English
Parliament as at present constituted, and that nomeasure of landreform, however complete, would satisfy the Irishpeopleinsuch away as toextinguish their desire for self-government. Anyone who
does not kndersiand that fact, who has notgot it fully intohishead,
who uoesnot assumeitas anelementarycondition of the controversy
between England and Ireland, will only waste his timeand puzzlj
his brains to no purpose if he troubles himself to thinkabout the
Irishquestion.'"

Ihe end is a great one;anda manor aparty cannot steadily
seek a great end without accomplishing in the pursuitof itsome
other goodobjects as well. His policy ispurifying theconstituencies.The authority oE thepublic spirithe has evokedsets corruption and
undue influence of all kinds at absolute defiance. Therepresenta-
tion has been purified as well as the constituencies. Iremember
John Bright telling me some years agoof a saying once familiarin
the House of Commons, thatanIrishmember couldalways beknown
in the street by reason of his invariable movement towards the
offices of the Treasury. Even the wildest spirit of burlesque, of
extravagant sarcasm, would hardly apply sucha saying to the Irish
Nationalistmembers oE Parliament to-day. Theybeg for noplaces;
they ask for no favours. The man who votes for an Irish National
member knows that he is voting for one who is pledged not to seek
for or accept any favour from any Ministiy for himself or for any of
his constituents. Charles Lever's 'Kenny Dodd' describes some
Irish constituent writing to his representative, andreplying to the
representative's account of his own public services by the words,
"Gitmy son Tom a placein the Custom House and Idon't care if
New Zealandnever hada constitution." No constituent everapplies
tous to gpt his son Tom aplace in the Custom House. Icannot but
feel my faith in the future of Ireland much strengthened, if it
needed strengthening, when Isee the change thathas taken place,
and see how even very ordinary and commonplace persons, from
whom one might not expect over-much in the way of self-sacrifice,
havebeen willing to foregoso many chances of personal advantage
for the mere sake of helping the national movement. Imaysay,

Fbom a London "society
"

journal (says the Nation} no one
could expect a favourablearticle on a Parnellite member of Parlia-
ment ;yetwith all its offensiveness the following article from the
Worldon thehon.memberfor Monaghan will have acertain interest
for Irishreaders :—:

—
The positionoccupied by Mr.Healy in the ranks ofJthe Irish

party, if less authoritative than thatof Mr. Paraell,is just now more
conspicuous and significant. Ostensibly a loyal follower of his
titular chief, he is resolvedtomiss nochance of putting himsslf in
evidence:anditis clear that he anticipates, probably at no great
distance, the time when whatMr. Parnell has been,orid, be maybe.
Mr. Parnellis atpresent enjoyinga repose, suitable to the season,
in bis beautiful Yale of Avoca. He nominates candidates' forconsti-
tuencies;heis possibly eliboratingtheplan of a coming campaign.
Buthe ascends no platform, makesno speeches: and it might be
almostinferred fromhis attitude— whether it be described as oneof
masterly inactivity or of unworthy supinenes*— that he would not
regret a withdraw.il from active political life under coverof any
chivalrousor decent pretext which could be found. Mr. Healy, on
the other band, is aggressively on the alert. He is the most indus-
trious,indefatigable,unscrupulous, and gifted of Irishmen. In the
courseof a few years he has risen from the place of a small clerkon
anIrishrailway to thatof a public personage. Heis a contrast to
many ormost of his Parliamentary compatriots, not merely in his
hard-headedness, his absolute indifference to English opinion, and
his brutal frankness of tongue, but in the circumstance that he
entered upun his present career without any of the educational
advantages and opportunities which they have generally enjoyed.
He wasat noneof the schools or colleges, which are as much open
to the Irish peasantry as Glasgow and Edinburgh, Sc. Andrew's, and
Aberdeen, areat the disposalof the Highland crofter's soa. Ifhe
is inferior to several of his colleagues in the gift of oratory, he is
their superior in the art ofdebate,and heenjoys analmost unrivalled
capacity of exasperating thePrime Minister and making the lifeof
IrishSecretaries unendurable. His ownextraordinarypjwer of will
and application have enabled him to acquire two European lan-
guages,and to write Englishsopungent and vigorous that itat once
secureshim alivelihood from his penand makes him apower as a
publicist.

There was nevera time when the reputation which Mr.Healy
commandsand the authority whichhe exercises wereso suggestive

—
so ominous

— and therefore worthy of such close attention as the
present. Towards the close of the past sessiou he insulted Mr.
Trevelyanwith suchgro3suess astocausethatgentlemanperemptorily
to remind theHouse that though hebad the misfortune tobe CJhief
Secretary to theLordLieutenant,he wasalso anEnglis-h gentleman.
Mr. Healy himself was,of course, gratifiedat his success upon this
occasion. The effect he producedwas exactly that which he intended
to produce, andit wasless than nothing to him that Mr.Trevelyan
accused him by implication of not beinga gentlemanat, all. la the
same way he will, wemay be sure,have been acutely pleased at the
outburst of reprobationwhich cercain words of his ut ered last week,
haveelicited. Theonly trumpet, he said, that could wake the Eng-
lish legislature to a sense of Irish grievances was therattJe of the
blunderbus, and the best appeals loEnglish justice werebulleisand
sings. Everyone will admit that language of this sort is a direct
appealtoviolence and assassination. If Mr.Healy wished to revive
the outrages on whose diminutionMr. Gladstone congratulated his
hearers inMidlothian,he couldnot haveemployedexpressionsbetter
calculatedtoproducesuch an effect. That his words were criminalin
themselves,andareopinto.theinterpretationofhaving hada criminal
intent,is piainon the faceof them. No action, however,ia respect
of them has yetbeen takenby the Government, andprobably the
official constructioncharitably placed uponthemis that they Jonot
exceed the legitimate limits of free speech. The IrishNationalist
Press has applauded them to the echo, and they have touched a
sympathetic chord of admiration in the breast of the American
Irishon the other sideof the Atlantic. Whac next? wemay wellbe
tempted to ask. Will Mr.Healy be permitted and encourigaa to
outdo himself? "Will other speakers be encouraged to out-iiealy
Heily ? and,in this case, what will be the consequence ? It is a
matter, not of looss conjecture, but of positive knowledge and
scientific demonstration, that, four yearsago, Irishcrime of allkindf,
murder included, wa3 exactly proportionateto ths inflammatory
harangues made in particular neighbourhoods. Where, as was then
repeatedly shown, the orators of the Land League denounced Eng-
lishascendancy, and threatened landlords with destruction, there
mutilation andmurder followed as surely asnight succeeds the day.
If, therefore,the argument byanalogy is good for anything, onemay
be certain that Mr, Healy'a hints— emphasised by the example of

NEW ZEALAND TABLET. Friday,November 7,1884. »22

■


