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THE LATE J. A, MacGAHAN,

D e ——

(Erom the Cincinnati Commercial Gavetts,)
% THE people of Ohio a few months ago awakened to a knowledge of
the fact that oneof her most distingwished sons lay buoried in a
Turkish cemetery nesr Constantinople, and steps were taken by the
Legislature to have his Temains brought home and buried in his
native soil,  For thia purpose a United States’ vessel visited Conaton-
tinople, took the body of the honoured dead on baeard, and in a few
days it will arrive “at home.) He who is thus honoured is the lata
war correspottdent, J, A, MacGahan, who, despite the policy of non.
interference in foreign affairs which his native conutry has always
%ursued:' Archibald Forbes says, “chenged the face of Eastern
urope.

Januaring Aloysius MacGaban was born in a log cabin in Perry
County, Ohio, June 12, 1844, His father was born in Kings County,
Ireland, and his mother in the Uujted States, of Irish parents, in
hie boyhood the famous correspondent attended a country district
school koown as Pigeon’a Roost, where he exhibited the same
qualities that in later life attached many to him and enabled him the
more perfectly lo prosecute his work—tact, good nature, keenness of
perception, conrage, and pliek.. His early ambition was to teach
schael, and bis ability to interest younger children in what he had
himself stedied or read, indicates that he would have made a succes--
fal pedagogue, His father died when be was quite young, but
fortunately for him his mother was & woman able to give the needful
training to make him & man in the truest sense of the ward.
MacGahan early developed a taste for literature, and took especial
delight in biography and history, and the resnlt of these boyhood
studies was displayed in the many interesting incidents and express
sions with which his letters were adorned. One of his favourite
books was the fairy story, “ Alice in Wounderland,” and it is related
that npon the eve of a great battle during the Russia-Turkish war he
endeavoured to quiet the nerves of his comrades by guoting amusing
passages from it. When seventeen years old MacGahan applied for
the Pigeon’s Roost Bchool, and was 8o disappointed when rejected on
account of his youth that he resolved to leave the reighbourhood,
which he did, and never retnrned. He first weot to Huntington,
Ind,, and soon after to St. Louis, where he obtained a situation upon
Gne of the daily papers. He remained there several years, and in
1868 went to Brug:els to study, While there he began corresponding
for the New York Herald and when the Franco-Prossian war broke
ount was employed by that paper as special correspondeat. He was
in Paris during the Commune, was arrested, and would probably have
been hung but for the efforts of the American Minister.

The year succeeding the declaration of war between France and
Germany, MacGahan spent in visiting varions populsr resorts in
Bouthern Rassia, and formed an extensive acquaintance with pro-
mivent atd influentisl attachés of the Government. During the
semmer of 1872 he was employed in reporting the conference on the
Alabama ¢ aims at Geneva, and, in 1873, waa directed hy the Herald
to accompany the Russian expedition to Khiva, Going to 8t. Peters-
burg, he found that the Government had decided not to permit any
new: pwper corresprndents to go with the army, and the ssveral
«o:respondents, with the exception of MacGahan, returned home,
He nlone wes resolved to report the war, Bugens Bebuyler, then
Becretary of Legation at 8t. Petersburg, was about to start on a visit
to Bokhars, and MacGahan sccompanied him as tar as Fort Perovsky,
For four weeks he travel.ed over an almost trackless desert, with the
thermometer & part of the time ranging from thirty to sixty degrees
below zero. During the first seventeen days he passed, with a poor
guide for a companion, through the couniry of the fierce Ghorgis,
ariiving at Khala Ata, There be had expeoted to find Gen. Kanffman
and the Raesian army, but not only had the aray passed days before,
but the stern commander of the fort prohibited the daring correspon-
dept from procee:ing farther untii he could wrlte t» the anthoritizs
at Bt, Petersburg for purmiesion. The Russian soldier evidently
koew little or pothing about war correspondents, for very much to
his surprige, he found the mext morning that MacGahan bad dis-
apjeared, and, though he chased Lim tor days with a squad of
suidiers, never succeeded {n catching up with him. After passines
through almost inconceivable dangers, MacGaban, at the end of
twenty-eight days, arrived at Kauffman’a camp, and was received by
that admirer of personal pluck and bravery with open arms and the
declaration that be was 2 " brave fellow.”  When tbe Czar brard of
kis exploit, he sent him the decoration of the 8t, Sianislaus, and ever
afterwards he was the accepted comrade of the Russian officers and
soldiers.

Two or three days after MacGahan met the army, It crossed the
Oxns River and began the assault upon Kbiva, which be witnessed,
aud accompanied the victors upon toeir entry into the fallen ciry.
W hile prosecating a private and secret inspection of the Xhan's
palace he met with three adventures, his escape from death through
any one of which was almost miraculous. While feeling his way
through the dunpeon-dark passages he noticed aaddenly that the
rroend under bis feet was soggy as though it was wet, and stooping
down he found that he was standing on the brink of a curbless
well, into which another step or two would have carriel him to
certhin dealh. Alsrmed by his narrow escape, he determined to
carry a lighted mateh. Eateringa roone, he saw the flour covered
w.th what seemed to be black earth. Curiousto know what it was
he picked upa handfol, and was horrifi«d to find it to be ganpowder,
the room beliy the palace magazine. Proceeding still further, his
atteution was attracted by the sound of human voices. Knocking at
a duor, it waa opened, and he found himself in the Eban's harer.
‘Notwithstanding he knew it wonld he cer ain death to be caught
there. be remained, and by sigus and broken Russian carried on a
long eunveraation with the gneen of the barem, whom he described
us a remarkubly intellicent woman, While at Ehiva, MacGahan
formed that friendship with Gen. Skobzleff whichk was likened uato
that of David and Jonathan, and end:d only with the death of the
former.

In 1875 MacGahan accompanied an expedition sent by the New
York Herald to the Arctic Sea ; but the summer of 1876 found him
again in Eurape as the correspondeant of the London Daily News, While
in Constantinople he heard romeors of the atrocities of the Turkish
bashibazouks in Bulgaria, and determined to investigate them, In
the company of Eugene Schuyler he traversed the desolated region,
and found that the half of the horrible story had nnt been told.
What; he saw with his own eyes was described in pine lettera to the
Daily News, sud, has n picture of human fiendishness, they are
without a parsllel. The story is too horrible to repeat, but it can ba
found in the letters, which were published in pamphlet form under
the ttileof the “ Atrocities in Bulgaria,” MacGahan felt called mpon
mhiself to apologize for what he deseribed, and oifered as an excuse the
necessity of doing so in order to show the world what inhuman brates
and liars the Turks were, The publication of his letters aroused in
the Buglish people anch indignation that Disraeli who was apologizing
for the Tuzks, sought to belittle themn by ridicule, but such was the
reputation of the writer for truthiulneas, and so completely were all
his statements verified by later investigation, that the premier only
caused the pepple to turn againat himself, There i+ no doubt that
these letters brought abont the war between Rugssia and Turkey, and
Iittle doubt that they were thu most powerful inflence in the
defeat of Digraeli and his party, MacGabn became known to
nearly every iubabitaat of Balgaria. His whole being was atirred with
indignation at what he saw while paesing throngh the country, and
be told them that within & year he would return with the army of
the Czar. This ke did ; and from the day the Ruoesians crossed the
Danube the Bulgarians have looked npou him as the liberator of their
conatry. Had he lived, and the question of the ruler of Bulgaria
been snbmitted to the people, he would have been the chosen one § but
dying, they perpetuate his memory by an annual uiem Mass in
the Oathedral at Tivoova, upon the uoniversary of bis death—June
8, 1878,

MacGahan represented the Daily Nems with the Russians
during the entire period of the Busso-Turkish war. After the cessa-
tion of hostilities he remained at Constantinople, awaiting the meet-
ing of the Berlin Congress, which he waa to report for the Daily
News, and recruiting from the hardships of the campaign, Whila
neraing his friend, Lieut. Greeoe, military attaché of the United
Btates army, with the Russian army, who was sick with black typhas
fever, MacGiahan was stricken with that dread disease, and in & few
days died, June 9, 1878, Such was the deadly nature of his disease
that all persons were prohibited from entering the room where hia
body lay, but his devoted friend, Skobeleff, at the risk of bis life,
went to see him, and over his lifeless corpse wept like a child,
MacGahan was buried in the cemetery at Pera; his funeral was
attended by the United Btates Minister and members of the legation,
by the officers of the DUnited States steamer Dispateb, and a large
number of Russian officers. He left a wife, a Ruasian lady, who now
resides in New York city, and an infant son,

Lieut. Greenesaysof him : ** No man of his age ha, in recent years,
done more to bring hooour on the name of America, throughout tha
length and breadth of Earope, and far inio Asia : no man has more
faithfully served the English-speaking races by telling them the truth
abont great avents in an attractive form in thelr daily papers. Hia
lstters may bie studied as models by those who propose to adopt his
profession, aud his sterling character, his pluck and energy, by every
man who aims at honest success in any walk of life,

Hia great deeds traly menit all the bonours now bestowed upon
him, and Ohio may wull be proad of having given to the world snch
a gon, R

THE MAKING OF THE IRISH NATION,
e —

WE (Nation) have to band this week the seeond of the very intarest.
ing series of letters on the Irish quesiion which Mr. Justin M'Carthy,
M.P, is contributing to the New York Tribune, The first of the
seli:8 we pave in our last issne, In the letter at present befura us,
Mr, M-Carthy begins by treating ss ridiculons the constant reports
which ¥nglish newspapers circulate that the Irish Parliamentsry
pamty is breaking up. Mr. Parnell’s influence, he says, is probably
greater now than ever it was before. Passing to the question of
obstiuction, he denies that the Irigh party ever practised obstrueiion
for the mete pleasure of seeing Parliamentary business hampeied
and delayed, He significanily points ont what might be done 1o the
way of delaying legislation if the Irish raembers turned their atten-
tion to private bills and delivered speeches om each of them,
Wiiting of tbe result of Mr. Parnell’s policy, Mr. M‘Carthy says :—

¥ By the course of action which he initiated, Mr, Parnell accoms
plished two objects; he proved to the Hounse of Commons thiat
Ireland was at last determined to be heard, and he proved to the Irish
people that there was at last a party of men in Parliament who were re.
volved that Ireland skould be heard. Beginning with a party of four
or five he is now at the head of a party of forty ; he will s6on be at the
hiad of a pary of seventy or eighty. There is not the slightest
oceasion now to call attention to the case of [reland by the rough
process of stopping all movement of Parliamentary business, Wa
must be listened to now. {ur vore on a critical divivion may decide
the fate of an administration. After the next election we shall in
&'l buman probability hold the fate of any and every Ministry in the
hollow of our hands, Suppose we have oply seventy men—and no
one expects that our number after the elections will be only seventy
—seventy votes count as one hundred and forty on a division;
seventy withdrawn from the Ministry, seventy added to the Opposi-
tion, or vice versa. In plain words, the Irigh Parliamentary party
will be able to decide beforehaad the fate of any measure or motion
brooght before the Hoasp of Commens which has the suppors of one
of the two great English parties and is opposed by the oiher, This
is toe policy of Mr. Parmcll—this is and this was his policy—to
create & thoroughly independeat Irisk party in the House of Com-
mons which should be strong enough to hold the balance of power
inits hands, e has even already accomplished much of his par.



