
arrived,but their services were not needed, and both engines camesafely into town. The escape wasmiraculous. If the loose engine
had been two minutes earlier, the collision would have occurrednear thebend, and thedriver of thepassenger traincoul.l not haveseenitin time to slow down. If twominutes later, the train wouldhave been going down the heavy Parnell incline,comingup which
hadexhaustedthepower of the loose engine andreduced its momen-tum. An enquiry is tobe held this week.Gibson, the lunatic, whoescapedfrom the Nelson Asylum, hasbeenat large for three weeks,and the Asylum attendants were outfor a fortnight searching for fche mm,but could hear o£ no clue.Many settlers' houseshavebeen enteredand food taken,whilst in twocasesa gun has been Rtolen. butnoclue could be found to the per-petrator, who was neverseensince Monday. Two constables havebeenout,beingaccompaniedby aman named Busch, and a settlernamed Palmer. They pcourpd thebush, but the constables had toreturn to town on Wednesday morning to attend at the DistrictConrt. Buschthen appears to have followed up the scent; and athalfpast 6 a settler in the Wairoa GorgenamedKerr heard the report
of a gun, and looking, saw Busch staggering. Busch said thatGibsonlud fired at him from behind a fence. The telegram just
received says that Bunch has been at'ended by Dr Satchell. whoreports that the man'd injuries consist of gunshot wounds in thelungs, face, and arm. Settlers have turned out with guns tohunt down the lunatic,but fears are entertained thatothars may beshot.

During the passageoftheRowena from Mercury Bay to Auck-
landon Wednesday night, four drunken bushmen, enraged afc therefusal of the captain togive them liquor, assaulted, him and several
of the crew who tried io arrest them, and ihen they wrecked the
saloon. The captain succeeded in confining theminthe saloon, and
returned to Mercury Bay for policeassistance. Herd the men were
put in irons and brought on to Auckland. Yesterday they were
fined for drunkenness, and ordered to pay damages amounting to£20.

' "

TheLyttelton Times contains the following paragraph :— "The
Ashburton 'dog fiend

'
b\stiktsn another of his periodical " outings,'

and the result is that vast numbers of dogs are departing for the
happy hunting grounds. Dogs are dying from poison administered
tothem by somemeansorother while the animals werj actually onthe chain at their ownkennels, and yesterday and the day previous
dying doyjs weretobe encounteredall over the town. The inspectorof nuisancesfor theboroush hadno less than 18 carcases of poisoned
d»js buried yesterday. So long as the slaughter was confined tomongrels, useful only for devouring food,keepingneighb urs awake
on|moonlightnightsandoccasionallymaking atilting snapatapassing
horse'sheels, there wasno great harm done;but themajority of the
animals destroyed, unfortunately, were valuable sheep-doga, and
their destrucion means 'a considerable loss to the shepherds and
cattle men whoowned them.

The New Zealand Loan and Mercantile Agency Company
(Limited)held their second wool sale of the season inMelbourneyesterday. There was an excellent attendance of buyers, beinglarger than atthe opening sale* of the season last Thursday. The
catalogue submittted wasof apurely representative character, and
comprised 1.370bales. Competitionwasanimated, and 1,340 balesweresold. The mtrket for grfiaay me'inos was decidedly firm, and
parcels offered to-day realised up to HM-d. Seoired wools brought
to 20id., and firm and active demand was experienced. At nexbweek's sale a catalogueof auimportantcharacter will be pubmitted.
andabout 8.300 bales will be hrought to the hammer. The prospects
of future sales continue good, and Melbourne is steadily assuming
the positionof the central wool market for the Australasian colonies.

The French claim to have obtained a great victory over th«Chiuese near Lang-son, Tonqain, on the 10thinst. The accountsstate that theChinee general and 3,000 of his officersand men werekilled. The French loss is set down at 20 killedand 90 wounde1.
TheEgyptianGovernmenthasdecided tocanceltheproclamation

by which the suspension of the Caisse de la Dette Publique wasannouncedon September 17, and ordered that therevenues assigned
to the Caisse shall continue tobe paidas in the past. The Internal
Commission will, therefore, continue its control, as providedby the
law of liquidation.

The Republicans have caivied the day inOhio in the choice of
electors for election of Presidentand Vic?-presldenfcnext month

Sir P.D. PellU urging Lord Darby to sanction Sir G. Grey'-JPacific AnnexationBill.
SATURDAY.

In theHouse of Representatives yesterday, the following billswereintroduced andread a firsttime :— To abolish the export duty
ongoldby reducing that duty to Isanounce from and after March31, 18S5, andby takingoff the remaining duty of Isper ounce fromand after Maich 31, 1886 (Sir G. GreY); a bill to amend "The
Municipal Corporations Act, 1876" (Mr. White). The Imprest
Supply Bill for £200.000 was passedthrough all itsstages. TheKastand West Coast (Middle Island) andNelson RailwayBill wasfurcher
considered io Committee. A new clause wasaided to the bill to theeffect that the railway connecting Nelson with the East and WestCoast railway shouldnot exceeda cost of £1.010.000.The warden (says the TMmes Adcert'wr) lias just completed
thepurchase, onbehalf the Government,of one-thirdinterest in theParareka No. 2 Block,Waiotahi district, hitherto owned by a nativenamed HoriMore. The considerationagreedupon was £500, whichsum has been received, and is now ready for payment to thenative
on his signature of the deed-?. 7'he blcck comprises302 aercs, andextendsnorthwards from the boundary of the Cambiia mine, beyondthe Bright Smile Company's holding. The annualrevenuedenvedfrom it averages about £200, so that the County Council will bebenefited to the extent of ahout £70 a year by the transition.Now that Government has 'affirmed the principle that the Thamesgoldfields' lands should thus be acquired, wehope tosee itapplied
to its fullest extent, sothat themining area shall notbe permitted
to fallinto thehands of privateindividuals,

foiday, October 24. I«S4. NEW ZEALAND TABLET

Newsof theWeek.
Friday.

In the House of Representatives v<"»rer.lay, Sir George Grov
ifir

r
fi»

nCfd ",Tne pririt" and New«pa^rs Kegistratioi Act1868 Amendment Bill. On the motion for its firstreadin?, hethat unde.r existing circumstances anyone presenting a??k,°rPaPer t0 which the printer'snameand address hadnot baenattaclipfl wa*,alone with theprinterhimself, liable toheavypenalties,mebill was intendedtoremedy thathardship. He thought it wasameasureGovernmentmight very properly takeover. Mr. Macandrcwremarked that he hoped thebillwouldmake provision for thewriters'a?m!S }^ltls *PPended to newspaper articles. The Hon. Mr.stout addedas a furthersuggestion thata similar provisionshould bemade as tothe names of Parliamentary newspaper correspondents.
He promisedGovernmentwould assist in pushing thebill through.—
The followingbillwasalso introduced and read a first time :— To
J-tP J56J560**0118 4 Rnd Uof"Soufch lßlaQd NativeReserves Act1883

"
fMr. Taiaroa.)— The following were read a second time -.—West.Harbour Borough Empowering Bilt (Mr. Macandrew); WanganuiHarbour BatingBill (Hon.Mr. Ballance);Thames Recreation Re-serve Sale Bill(Colonel Fraser).— The following passed through< ommittee. wererenorted,and read athird time: Thames Recrea-tion Reserve Sale,Wanganui Harbour Board Ratingand West Har-bour BoroughEmpowering Bills.— Mr. Guinness moved the secondreadingof theCoroners'Juries Abolition Bill. The House divided—ayes, 37; noes, 21. The bill was read a second time.— On themotion for committalof the School Committees Election Bill, Mr.
l\olleston appealed to themember in chargeof thebill to withdrawit, statingashisopinion that itwasabillwholly intheinterestsof the
enemies ofour presenteducationalsystem. TheHon.Mr. Stoutconten-ded that theeducationsystem as itstooddidverywell.Heasked them

"mo}?m
0}?^6 the calibre °* the members of the school committeeswiththat of the averagecity councillors,and he contended the com-parison was in favour of the former. Suchbeing the case, he con-tended thebill wouldnot improve theresults of theseelections. Themotion for going into Committewasput. The House divided— ayes,db ;noes,18. InCommitteeon the bill,on clause7, the Hon. Mr.btout moved that theclause read, '"' Every elector shall be entitled todistributebis voteas he mar think fit, provided always, however,

tbathebe not entitled to give more that three votfs in favour ofanyone candidate." The Committee divided-ayes, 14; noes,22.Clause 8 wasstruckouton the voices. The remainderof thebill parsedthroughCommittee witha variety of amendments, chiefly of a tech-nical character —The False noticeof Births, Marriages, and Deathswasconsidered in Committee. Bothbills were then reported withamendments.
The KumaraTimes, of the11th inst.,says:— An inquest on the

body of John Dellacosta was held yesterday at the Court House,Goldsborough,before J. Giles, Esq.. Coroner. Antonio Ma«ciorinimateof deceased,wastheonly witnessexamined.Hestatedthatwhilsthe wasstanding: withhis feetone on each side of the tail-race, besuddenly sawdeceasedpass betweenhis legs;he wasgoino- down thetail-race withhis head first and his face downwards. He did notclearly recognise thatit wasdeceased untilhosaw hi* feet pass him,they being moreont of the water than the restof bisbody. He thenhad to run roundby the headofthe tail-raceanddownIhetramwavto{?3t to the tail:whenhe got therehe found the tail-race wasblockedanddeceased waslying across theheapof tailings that blocked thetail-race. He tried todraw himout but he was fast'byone arm;hemanaged to free himby bursting out the side of the* tail-race andletting the waterrun out that way; deceased was insensible, andblood was flowingin al!directions fromhis head ;he held him tillhelpcame; they thenfound he was not dead and he was carriedhome ;afteralittle time he recoveredconsciousness;he knewevery-one who was asking how it had happened:he was able to speak forabout anhour and a.half; then be lost the power of speech, andbegan tosink gradually ;hediedabout ten minutes to two o'clock.Dr. Rossetti said deceased's skull wasbroken; the tail-race is overGOO feet long. Masciorini tbousrbt deceasedwhen he saw himbusywith the stone, tried to jump over thetail-race,and fell in; nothingcamedownfrom the face. After a shortretirement, the jury founda verdict, "Death from injuries received in his claim by beingwasheddown a tail-race." A goodly number of persons proceeded
fromKumara this morning toattend the funeral, which took placethis afternoon, the remains heing interredin the Stafford Cemetery.

A railway accidentoccurred on the Auckland lineonWednesday
morning. A shunting engine wasstanding, takingcoal, the driverbeing engaged oiling the wheels, and the fireman being on theeneine. The truck, which was being riiunted. struck the enginerather violently, and caused the regulator to fall down, letting
steam into the cylinders, and the engine started off. Ithadnotgone many yards before the fireman becamealarmedand jumpedoff, leaving the engine going athalf-speed, uncontrolled,a] ing thethe linetowardstheDomaintunnel.EngineerBurretthadbeen thrownagainst the water-tankand hadtwo>fihgerscut off. Greatalarm wasfelt, as the Onehunga train? with a large number of passengerscoming up to business,and echrol children, hadleft Newmarket justabout the time of theaccident. A clision betweenthetrainandthelooseengine occured in the tanm-1. Soon after the driverof the One-
hunga train turned the bend in the tunnel he saw the other engine
coming from the oppositedirection. Heblew the whistle sr h*rdas he could, but as the other showednodecrease in speed,he con-cluded that there wassomething wrong,and put onthe break.Greatexcitementprevailedamong thepassengerson the train. Theguard
called to them to hold onand lie down;but theshock did not prove
so great as was expected. The passenger* were thrown in everydirection, butnot oneof t\»em washurt. The front of theOnehnnga
engine was broken, and the cowcatcher carried away. Neithercarriages nor engines were thrown off the line. A partyof gangers
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