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THE BIRTHPLACE OF CHOLERA.
—t————— —

THE only couniries upon the globe to which cholera hagnot been
cartied are the islands of the Bouth Pacific, Australasia, the Cape ot
Good Hope, the islands of the North Atlantic, and the western coast
of America, These localities are all separated from India by a wide
expanse of ocean, and have no commercinl intercourse with that
country.

Cholera has pot become permanent outside of India, althoagh
it is seldom absent from eome of the provinces of Hindustan. From
its birthplace in the delta of the Ganges, the disease has effected &
permanent lodgment in the provinee of Bungal, Madras and Bowubay,
while iz the provinces that lie to the west and northwest, such as
Rappootana and Panjab, it occurs only as an epidemie, developing
after great relipivus patherings.

Hurdwar, in the Punjab, at the foot of the Himalaya Mountains,
is the great nursery of cholera, It never originates there, but has
annually been developed there during the preat Hindoo festivals, Of
these festivals Hurdwar is cursed with two, and they draw together a
preat concourse of peopla frem every portion of the Indian empire,
At some of these festivals as many as 3,000,000 devotees have assem.
bled. but of 1ate years the numbers have fallen off. Hurd war having Iost
its sacred prestige from the fact that rome of the holy waters of the
Ganges have been pro‘amely diver ed into a canal constrocted by
English authorities,

There immense numbers of humana beings gather upon a bare,
sandy plsin on the banks of the Ganges, magsed like herds of swine,
without means of sanitary protection, The earth and sir. as well ag
the water, are polluted. and the odor from the camps i+ perceptible
for many miles. Day and night the devotees pour through the great
thoroughfares of the country to and from the festival in parties of
Irom 0 1o 500, following so closely as to make an almost coatinuons

yprozession. Ninety-five out of every 100 are on foot, but accasional iy
some great nibob sweeps past with an enorwous retinne, or & rajab
with his caraven of elephants, camels, hors'men, and swordsman
parges in all the grandenr and confnsiom of Indian royalty. They
ride over the poor wretches who line the roads, trample them down,
and burl imprecations upon them for blocking the way. Some march
hondreds and sume thousands of miles to engage in the festivals
and to bathe in the sacred river., Many dieon the way, and all
arrive lame and geunt from hunger and fatigue. with feet bound mp
in rags and their scanty clothing covered with blond and dust,
They ru-h into the 1iver a8 soon as they arrive, and drink the water
a3 fa+t A« ther can scoop it up in their hands.

ibey are fed from tbe Temple kitchen, whereas many as 50,000
covks are at work, and the food is distributed among them in & rude
way, When fresh it ianot unwholesome, but too much of it prodnces
incdigestion and g.eat sufferings. The half-starved nilgrima «a it
like pluttons, rush into the water azain fo bathe and drink, the rasnlt
in derapgement of the degestive organs. When they have eaten
their fill. whatever food is left is presarved, Under the hot sun it
s wi beaome 8 poisonans to the pilgrims whn eat it,

Iu these hotbeds of disease, under conditions that wonld hrael
& plarae poywaere, there prlerims live, The heabt is almost un-
en-urab’e. The living, the sick, and the dying are huddled together,
with only jost as much rpace asthejean cover lying down. As fast
»# th -v die they are buried in the sand,

Rut on the retorn journey the misery of the pilgrims raaches ils
height. They are dick and fame. but stagger along until the weak
fall by the roalside to die. Their boiies lie thicklv along the
jomrusy uncover«t,  Fom< drar their weary limbs antil they reach a
villave, where they «drop and lie in mass3s, blocking up the streets,
il they get strong enough 10 move furward, or dis of starvation
aml disearc,

it is impossible to caleulate the number that perish, The Bishop
uf Calcutta estimates it at about one in five, and those who dn 1ot
dic ou th- jowrney carry the germs of dissaee howe with them,
seattering pestilence along their path, Thus the cholera is started on
tts p riodie4l mareh aronnd the world, No great Asiatic pestilence
has ever seot rggedgrbe Hast and allowed the cities of Arabia to eseap:,
The pilgrims to Mecea and the commercial caravans to Datnascus
carry death in their train under any quarintine that can be devised,
but the attempts to es'ablish quarantite ate weak, inefiectnal and
spasmodie,

The Holy ity of Mecea is another great distribuiing peint for
cholern ; in fact, itis a mort of clearing honss for all sorts of infec-
tivuy direaces,  In 1863, it is said 20,000 pilgrima died there of
cholera in »ix days, and the.city for centurics had been the focus of
plagues, which have been brought from sll directions, and thence
aistribuied by returning pilgrims over three continenta,

For many centuries there has heeh an incessant stream of pil-
grims to and fiom Mecen. To be present atthe Kourban Baram is
the great aim und end of Mohammedan life, and to reach there hun-
dreds of thousandy abaadon homes and property. and nodertake
perilous and exbausting journeys. From the North Atlantic and
slediterrnnean shores of Africa, from Timbuetoo and Western Africa,
feam Biberia, from the Dinuba and the Sea+ f Azof. from the Wes*ern
provinees of Chivn, from the cities of Burope, and from the most
temse Mobammedan setilements, constant processions of pilgrims
wre yagsiog to and from Mecca; for this pilurimage, at least onee in
a lifetime, i3 binding on all true Mohammedans, and he who dies
withot baving made it might as well bave been a Jew, Christian, or
a dog. .

f’.’l'he return of one pilgrimage i3 never accompliehed from anv of
the larger settiementa before another is on the move. Thoy arrive
in great caravans, and the misery and hardshipathey endure are equal
w those suffered by the Hinda devotees. "Some ceme by sea to Jedda
upon the native vessels, which are saturatud with infections poisons.
Kach passenger receives only sufficient space to rquat upon. The in.
tense hent of the day, the minamas of the night, privations of all
sorts, the want of sleep and food and exercise induce a physical con.
dition but littleshors of death, Many die op heard the vessels, but

the most have strength cnough left to drag themeelves to the Holy
City. Those who go by land and on foot suifar even worse,

Having arrived at Mecca withour restor food, the pilgrims enter
at oncs upon their religions duties, The first is to visit the Kasba,
the Holy Temple, and the tomb of Ishmael, upon which rests the
stone let down from heaven. Upon the arrival at the Kazba all
drink and perform their ablutions in the well of Zem Zm,

Tha water is tepid, saity, and milkish in colour. It might hLave
been pure once, but it has oot been so in centuries, No pilgrim ever
quits Mecca without cacrying a jar of this water away with him, anl
it is impoasible to over-estimate the potency of the Zem Z un spring in
spreading cholera and other diseases,

In Mecca all the essentials for an epidemic are constantly
gathered, as well as the m:ans fur distnbuting the gerwms of diseass
oroadcast. The pilgrimages in Iodin and Arabiz have reczived the
attention of sanitarians for several years, but no meana has yef baen
tound, s0 strong is the religious sense, to prevent the dissemination
of disease by them,

The present epidemic in France can ba traced from Huriwar to
Meces, from Mecea to Egypt, and theace along the M diwrranean
to Toulon and Marseilles,—Exehange,

THE MAAMTRASNA ENQUIRY.
——tp———e e N
(The Nation, August 30.) .
EARL SpExCER and his advisers may Batter themselves, and thei
admirers in the Press may pretend to thei. hearts’ cont:nt, that the
official reply to the lecter of the Archbishop of Tuim ob ths grim
Maamtrasna business is conclusive of the question raised by his
Gracs’s commaunication ; but his Execellency will do well not to take
for grantsd that the Castle view of the matter is that which finds
general acceptance in the country, His memorandnm may, i bis
opinion and ia that ot his friends, be enough to clear himself and
rowa 8olicitor Bolton of the charges made against them ; but we
have po hesitation in saying that that docnment, in the opinion of
nine out of every ten persons in Ireland who have read it, solves no
difficulty whatever, and soggests nothing but that the Castle Ring
are afraid to face the open, public inquiry which has been demanded
by the voice of the Irish public, and which, it has been understood,
was promised by the Marquis of Hartiogton in the Huuse of Com-
mons before the prorogation, In fact, in one respect, as we shall
present!y show, it marks with a more decided brand of condemna-
tion the refusnl of Lord Spencer to give s favourable answer to the
many appeals made to im 6> com uute the sent=nce pissed upon
Myles Joyee and executed uuder the horrible circumstances that are
still so fresh in general recotlection. .
- Lord Speneer appavently fails to sae, if he doss not daliberately
ignorz, what really he has been callel upen to do in thie case, He
thinks, or pretends to think, that if he sitisfies bimself and the other
leading authorities in the Castle that Myles Joyes was rightly hung,
and that the incomparable Bolton did nothing io his deslings wich
the Maamtrasnns informers that wus not perfectly proper, nothing
now remains to be accomplisbe . Acting on this comEortable theory,
he prozeads to hold a seeret inquiry in the Castie, ealling to his aid
Bolton a 1d other Crown offivials ; and then, after due deliberazion,
be emphatisally sequits himself and Bolion of al blame, giving av
the same time a lengihened and plauwsible resumé of hig reasons !
But thisis not what was wanted, Lord Bpeacer had to satisfy not
himself at all #o much ns the public, and tiis achievement conld not
posibly have bien accomplished by a secret inguiry in the Castle
presided over by the mau who signed the warrans for Joves's execn-
tion, an 1 attended by none but his own official witne.ses. As wall
set A gang of mea chargel with marder tonvestigate the qustion of
their guilt or innocence, and expect that their verdict of sequittal
wounld win general reapect, Oune story is good till enother is tuld,
The (astle memorandum is a cogent atgument, but the tena of thoa-
sands who regard Earl Spencer aod George Bolton as being virtnally
in the doek would be more likely to be convingxd by it if the valye
of 1he statements it contains had heen sifted by a searching cross-
exawmination condnotzd in public und presided over by an indepen.
dent tribunal.

Tue point on which it scems to us Lord Spencer hgs mada
matters worse for himself by bhis memoraundum now comes into
notice. Bince Myies Joyce was execoted the report thit the vwo
men wbo were hanged wilth bim declared, just before they pusset
into sternity, that he was innocent has heen generally earrent, but
the fact of that declaration having been made is now for the first
time officiallv acknowledged. ‘Tont i1 to say, the Linrd Lieutenans
now at last admits that he refused to commute the seotence on Myles
Joyce in face of what would bave indused most persops to have at
lenst some donbt as to the correctness of the verdict in his case, A
ter ibly serious admission ; and it is not rendered lesi ssrious by tha
defence which Lord Spepcer in his memorandum sétas up for hia
ti irmness.” Heseemsto reconcile the dying statements of Joyce amid
hia fullows with the verdict by assnnung that wbat thoJe statements
meant was that Joyce was uot one of those wha actually took part
in the horrfil butehery of Maamtrasna ; and on thiy point be observes
that all whu went 01 the mission of murder, ami not merely thoee
who actually siruck the fatal blows or fired tha futal shots, are
morally aad legally guilty. But was it or is it even yet certain that,
if Myles Joyce was one of the Maamtrason murder party, and was
not vne of the actusl murderers, he was conscions of the nature of
the mission on waich b's associates were bent? It is impo-sible to
answur this guestion in the affirmative in the face of the informers’
story tbat the mejority of the party did not know for what twy wera
Ted along by their two lead«zs; and thus it is clear thar, thoagh the
legal liability of Myles Joyes under the circumstances supposed wes
undoubted, bis moral liability did not exist, and to circy vut, thefes
fore, i1 his cass an irrevecable sentence was an act from which

most men of conscience and of ordinaty powera of discrimination
would have shrunk in horror.



