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THE UNVARNISHED TRUTH. = -
—————

(Bev. Father Clarke, in the Month.)

A TRAVELLER in Donegel not long since asked a parish priest of a
large village there respecting the general morality of the country,
and was assured by him that the gerious sins committed in his parish
from one year's end to the other could be counted on the fingers of
the hand. Anothor traveller asked a priest in one of the largest of
the American cities a similar question, and the answer he received
was that all the city throvgh there were few hoys of thirteen or
fourteen who had not already lost their innocence. Out of our
Catholic young men, said an American Bishop [ believe nine ont of
ten are practical infidels, or at least negleet the practice of their
religion altogether. This 1023 of Faith is in almost every case the
result of previous moral corruption. Pitishurgh, where thers i a
large Catholic population, is said to contain more bad houses, in pro-
portion to its population, than any other ¢ity in the world, and the
age at which boys begin to frequent them is scarcely eredible. Cin-
cinnati is not moch better, and in Chicago I heard the saddest
accounts of the unblushing effrontery of open vice,

But why need they po,'I shall be asked, to the large cities ?
Bend them to Cavada, establish them on the Western farms where
labour is in great demand, let them join the Catbolic colony of
Biehop Ireland, send them where they will remain under the care of
the Catbolic priest, and thus you will avoid those frightful evils, and
yet gecure to thern the benefits of emigration, Admirable in theory,
but in practice of little avail! There may be & few bundreds hereand
there flonrishing under the benevolent snpervision of priest or bisbop,
But as a general rule, whatever the cause may be, Irishmen will not
remain in Cavada. Out of those who emigrated there in the course
of 1882, nearly half (I think 50,000 ont of 114,000, but I am quoting
the fignres from memory) had crossed the American fromtier
before twelve months had passed. From some other canse, which I

* do not pretend to explain, the proportion of Irish emigrants who

5

seitle in the cities of the Btates is lamentably great as compared
with those who chocse a country life, In this they atford a striking
contrast with Enplish Jemigrants who are penerally farmers, We
often read brilliant accounts of the settlers who are emigrated by Mr.
Tuke’s benevolent exertions, or even by the Government Emigration
Fund. I bave no doubt that the elaborate care exercised by those
who have devoted weeks and months to their charitable task ensures
for those whom they send out a comfortable position. [ would go
farther, and sey that that those whom the Government expect fare,
in general, unmeasarably better in America than they would have
done at home, s regards their material and worldly success, Far
removed from the pu'mh of poverly, and from the recurring famine
from time to time, with good wages, plenteons food and work, to be
had by all who are willing to work, they fare well enough as regards
this world, XNo just complaint ¢an be made by these who are induced
to cross the Atlantic, that they have been allured from their homes
by falne or exaggerated representations. The accounts sent home of
their prosperity aratroe encugh, and if they are selected instances yet T
do not think they are upfau']y selected. Batif we followed up the his-
tory of any cargo of emigrantssent forth from Mayo or Connemara, we
shonld find after a few years, that while some few remained in Canada,
or in sgme Catholic settlement in the Stater, keeping up to their
religitus duties and prosperous slike in hody and souml. the great
mass had cither drifted into the big cities, or else were living in the
country outrof the resch of Catholic church or Catholic sechool. OFf
these two later alternatives I scarcely know which is the more pre-
judicial to faith and morals. Inthe cities the children grow up too
often corrupt in morals, and through the corruption of their morality
lose their faith ; in country districts they lose their faith simply
from lack of Catholic teaching, and when in later life they go, as
most of them go, to find employment in the cities, they either are
Catpohcs only nominalily, or elss are go ill-instructed in their religious
daties as to fall in most cases an easy prey to indifference, or vice, or
even to open and professed infidelity.

It is this whick seems to me the worat of all the miseries of
wholesale oviction. Tt is not g0 much the children starving by the
roadside and the delicate women turned out without food or ghelter ;
it is not so much the breaking up of the ancestral home and the rend-
ing of the very strings of those who, rightly or wrongly, regard
their long teeure as constituting a sacred claim which it is & sort of
sacrilege ruthlessly to set at nought ; these are not the ultimate woes
of eviction, It is not the pierciog wail of old men and women left
behind which makes God's minister unable to restrain his tears as he
accompanies the sorrowful party back from the railway station where
they have parfed with son or danghter, bound for the distant shores
of # New Ireland,” 'This is bat a transicnt evil. It is not the houses
standing empty and the cottages falling into ruim, for, after all, if
their inmates are benefited by their change of howme, if boys and
girls, who would have been miserable in their bopsless poverty af
home, are to be happg and prosparous across the Atlantie, priests
and bishops would rejoice at their departnre. It is the knowledge
that souls which would have been saved at home will be lost abroad ;
that boys and girls, who would at home have been reared in piety
and purity, will too often learn all that is foul and impious in the
tenement houses and courts and alieys of American cities; it is the
sad prospect of young men'who wonld at home bave been stalwart
champions and obedient sons of Hely Chureh, living riotously,
setting the law of God at nought, drifting into infdelity, listening
with laughter and spplause to blisphemous, infidel lecturers like
Ingersoll ; it is the thought of poor girls, who at home wounld have
been crowned with the beanteous crown of virgin modesty, now
exposed to the corruptions of a large city. perhaps walking the
streets in open 8in ; it is the number of baptized Catholica who live
without God and die without hope. This it is which is the bitter
reflection of the zealous pastor who sees the Irish peasants quit their
homes in Mayo or Donegal for a bome across the gea,

Tt is true that when whole families emigrate together some of
these evils are diminighed : that boy and girl emigrating cn theif

own account are exposed to cartain’ risks ‘which are avoided when
father and mother accompany their children, and the inmated of thé
old home in Ireland are transferred ene and all to their new home
in the States, But while some dangers ara less, others are far greater,
Those who hava been carefully trained in the Catholic Faith in their
early days go out with an mzis which it is their own fault if thay
dircutd : whereas thechildren who emigeate with their parentsin their
early child-bood incur & danger worse than almost all the dangers 1
have already mentioued : they run arisk more perilonato them than the
temptations 1o immorality, neglect of religion, infidelity, indiffsrence,
which beset one who emigrates in early manhood or womankood,
This danger is one which is greater than any of those I have already
mentioned as threatening the Faith in Ameries. -

NO INQUIRY.
s e
{Duoblin Fresman, Augast 30.)

W& publish this week the Liotd Lieutenant’a reply to the letter of his
Grace the Archbishop of Tuam, with respect to the coufessions of _
Thomas Casey, the informer in the Maamtrasna murder cases. Hin
Excellency has arrived at the conelusion that the verdict and the .
sentencs in the case of Myles Joyce were right and just, What effect
this decizion will have throughont the comutry it is needless forns
to express, The disappointment, the disgust, will be as deep as was
the indignation oecasioved by the terrible story of the informers,
His Excellency states that he has madse the fullest ingniry which the
cireumstances of the case admit of. T is the first official announce-
ment we bave of an inquiry at all. We have no desive to cast any
doubt uponr the earnestness and sincerity with which Earl Spencer
devoted himself to satisfying the public mind ; but who believes that
a full, exhanstive, and searching inquiry was held? Were both sides
heard, and if g0, who represented the relatives of' Myles Joyce ? His
Ex-ellency, we are sure, will not regard it as throwing any suspicioa
upon the bona fides of what is termed the fullest inquiry, if we sssart
that five-sixths of the people of the country will fail to see the
gennineness of an investigation held in Dublin Castle én camera,
although the object was to ascertain the truth of a confession made
by an informer in respect of what has been termed a judicial murder,
It will be viewed in this light, .Casey’s revelations accused the
Government, through its officials, of foul and barbarons practices in
the trial of prisoners, and with regard to Myles Joyce in particnlar,
of procuring, under revolting circumstances, his execution for &
murder of which he was alleged to be innecent. In such a plight
fhe Executive shounld feel the overwhelming urgency of clearing
itself. Joyce's life was sacrificed, It could not be recalled, How
best to remove the charge from the HExecative than to hold an
 inquiry " in a chamber of the Castle, where the circumstances of
the trial could be probed and the strongest case for the Crown estab.-
lished ! This will be the popular reading of his Excellency's most
disappointing reply. It will be further held, that when Myles Joyce
stood in the dock, and whern his conviction was the object of the
Counsel for the Crown, Thomas Casey’s muttered, half-andible depo-
sition was a precious and sacred thing. . His oath now, when if is
turned against the Crown, is discarded. Casey’s oath is as reliable
at present as it was when he swore against Joyce. He was an
infamous witness on the table, and many, no doubt, stiil consider him
to be infamons, But his depositions were in the former instance
eagerly accepted by the Orown, acted upon, and submitted to &
jury. Why should not his equally reliable testimoay to-day be freely
and publicly investigated 7 It is mere trifling with the serious issues
invoived in this pravest of charges to state. asin the reply of his
Excellency, that © there wag ample evidence atfthe trial of Myles Joyce,
given by three unimpeached and independent witnesses, to convict
all the prisoners without the evidenca of Thomas Casey and Aunthony
Philbin.” If this be so, why were Thomas Casey and Anthooy
Philbin, murderers apon their own showing, examined? The Crowa
kaew of the three unimpeached and independent witnesses, and they
koew too the valoe of an informer’s oath. According to his Excel-
leacy's letter, Casey and Philbin were not required at all, yet their
evidence was deemed of sufficient importance to warrant the Crown
in condoning their self-confessed guiit in consideration of the testi-
mony they could bear against Joyca and the others. These are the
reflections suggested by the Lord Lieutenant,s letter, and it will be
for the reason here indicated that the puablic will refuse to believe
that the inquiry allnded to was either real or searching ¢r can com-
mand any confidence.

The means to which the Castle Press resoris to atbain its political
ends are usually such as most honest wmen would shrink from ; but
the attempt of the Mzil a few days ago to frighten Mr. Carl Resa
into striking that terrible song ealled “The Wearing of the Greea ™’
ont of the programme of h s concert ia calculated to cover the whole
Mail perty with ridienle, The Royal Black Hobahs must be ina
very bad way when a national song, even thongh it refers to the
past, can give them “a fit of the shivers,”—Nation. L

‘The World is responsible for the following :—*Lord Rowton has
been twice to see Her Majesty during- the last three weeks, and there
is no doubt, I believe, that he has been consulted by the Queen on the
present condition of public affairs. Tbe noble lord is regarded by
Her Majesty 18 the depositary of the political ideas of Lord Beacons-
field, and she attaches, therefore, considersble importance to his
opinions. Lord Rowton has been telling his noble friends that the
Queen will not sanction a creation of Peers to swamﬁ the majority in:
the Upper House, The Queen is unwilliog that the Boyal prerogative
should be used for the purpose of solving the crisis; but if itis to
be invoked, she will prefer to use the prerogative of dissolotion
rather than the prerogative of creating Peers. There will, therefore,.
be a dissolution before a creation of Peers; and, of course, Lord
Balisbury has expressed his readiness fo abide the issne of an appeak
{o the people, :



