
TO THEEDITOR N.Z. TABLET.Sib,— At the solicitationof many patriotic Irishmenof this districtIbeg to bring under the notice of your readers the necessity ofredeeming the pledge given by the New Zealand delegatesat theMelbourne Convention, relativeto the" PaymentofMembers'Fund
"

Now, that the general elections are drawing near,itis incumbentupon all who have the interests of tbe Nationalpolicy atheart tobestir themselves in this matter. By the Melbourne Advocate maybe seen the activity thatprevailsin the othercolonies, and it wouldill become the Irishmen of New Zealand, who have been ever fore-most insupporting any movement that aimed at the amelioration oftheir kindreds condition in Ireland, to be wanting atthis impor-tant crisis.
*

v ij"f
"eetingof tbeKumara BranchoftheIrishNationalLeagueheldlast Sunday, the following resolution was unanimously agreedto :— -"That a committee'consisting of 'seven members, with thePresident andSecretary, be appointedfromthis meetingfor thepur-

Poße °f canvassing for subscriptionstowards thePaymentof Members'Fund. The followingmembers werethen chosen
—

Messrs. Gilbert'President),Moran, Hayes,Tansey,Burke,Murphy. Clune,Wall, andDuggan (Secretary). They intend tohold their first meeting,nextSunday, after which energeticaction will be taken, and, from past
experiences, they have every hope that: a generous response willreward their efforts.—lam,etc.,

PatrickDuggan,Kumara,Oct. 7, 1884. Hon.Sec.JKumara Branch I.N.L.

CHRISTCHURCH.

it" I*men aie. taught not only that there fa «* greatestharmony between science and revelation, but that the greatestscientists in all ages have been children of the Catholic Churchwherepiety is inculcated as well as knowledge. In this wayshallremedies be supplied against the four great causes of infidelity,which remediesbeingunder the guidance of the Church cannot butbe effectualin thehighest degree.
There wasanother aide tothe subject which did not escape therev. missionary Itmight be said by the evil disposed that sub-scribingtoa college at Wellington was subscribing to acollege thatbelonged toanotherdistrict, and that subscribing toacollege atallwas merelyhelping toprovideeducationfor the sons of a particularclass. Theanswer waB twofold. In thefirst place,itis the intentionor the bishop to establish one day acollege at Chriitchurcb forwhich anestatehas beenset aside;when the timecomes for buildinethe college the estate will do it, so that the people of Ohristchurchwill not be calledupon tosubscribe. Thus, by subscribing now toWellington, they are subscribing for themselves. In the secondplace, it isperfectly true that educationis not tobe advocated as itis in these times for the sake of the promotion inlife which it issupposedtobring withit. That theory, whichunsettles themindsofanentire population,ignorjs the great fact that there are, have alwaysbeen,andmust everbe,distinctions in society. Whatever happensto individuals,the great mass of mankind is destined togo throughlife inpretty much the samestation as they enter it. The fortunes,

thefames, the rewardsare to the few; thedull roundis the lot of themany. Whoever loses sightof this in an education scheme will bedisappointed. Itis true, therefore, that the children of the majoritywill be unable toenter colleges and universities. Itis also true thatCatholic education, such as has been describedas tobe given atSt.Patrick'sCollege, andsuch asis tobe hadinall Catholic universities,colleges and seminaries, is, when bestowed upon an individual,
bestowed ina manner to benefit the religion he professes and the
community to which he belongs. If the rev. missionary has notmade thatclear, he has spoken for nothing. Moreover,itis a factfoundscattered through all thepagesof history, that in thehumblest-
cottages thereblazes anintellectsometimes equal inbrilliancy tothe
greatest;. To provideopenings for intellects sosituated the College
of St. Patrick would provide foundations, according to the planfollowedby the Church in all ages. Such were the arguments bywhich the rev.missionary replied,to twoobjections, whichare strong.as against any system of educationthat is not animatedby religion,that is not,in other words, Catholic. That he succeeded in demon-
strating that these objections areuseless against theCatholicsystem,the piogress of the collection is amply proving. Good soil, gooiseed, goodcultivation;in these three phrases we can sum up theprogress o this most enterprising mission.

MASTERTON.

October15, 1884.
Last Sunday wasa rei-letter day for the Catholics of Masterton,
when about thirty children approached the altar to receive HolyCommunion for the first time. Toe scens presentedto us on thatoccision would, doubtless,neverbe witnessedby us here wereitnotfor th-j unceasing exertions of our worthy pastor, the Rev. FatherTreacy.

Father Treacy came to this parish aboutJanuarylast, and foundthat there was noCatholic school, the church, was over £1,000 indebt,andonly asmall bare cottage remained for ournewpriestinwhich to providehimself with the necessaries of life. Bat, true tobis raceand his country, he appealedin earnest to those who havealways at heart the comfort of their "Soggarth Aroon," and thepeoplesoon repairedthe cottage and providedfor theFather's wants,
and nowhe has got a neat and comfortable home. We have nowgot anew school built solely by the priest's exertions, who made ahouse-to-house collection, and received, as h3 announced in [the
church, thehandsome sum of £150, which was increased to over£200 by the proceedaof a concert.

The proceedings of last Sunday,then, were thehappy result ofour new school, and, to use the priest's own expression,he '" paidaway the first dividend on their money"on that occasion. There
are now over 70 children attending the Catholic school in Masterton.Let us hope the people will rally round the good priest and give
him the means of carryingon the good work,and thereby show thateven in the midst of godlessness ahopebtill remains of preservingthe religion of our fathers, and that when the present generation
will have passed away, a few will still remain to show that ourchurches werenot putup merely fo.1theexigencies of the present.

Perhaps St. Patrick's Church was scarcely ever so full
at it was at 11o'clock Mass last Sunday, when both Catholics and
non-Catholicscame to see a first Communion, being the first timesuch an opportunity occurred in the Wairarapa. The Rev. Father
took the opportunity to explainthe devotion of the Blessed Sacra-ment, and went ontoshow how God in his excessivelove invites the
faithful topartakeof His ownadoriblebody andblood,andfinally see-ing theperversity ofmankind, threatens them with^exclusionfromHis
Heavenly Kingdom as a punishment for their disobedience. The
Rev.Father's address,which was listenel to with markedattention,
seemed to producea vivid impression onall present.

After Mass, the children were treated to a nice breakfast in theschool, at which Mrs. Bell and Mrs. Toohill presided,whosparedno pains in securing the children's happiness.' This is not the
first time these ladies have given valuable assistance in Church
matters. In a concert lately given for the "School Building
Fund >! they worked with extraordinary energy in disposing ofticket"-,etc. The breakfastben* over,aud the children having spent
truly tnehappiest morning of their lives, returned to their homea
thanking the priestand peoplewho hadprovided them withaschool
wherein they are taught theknowledge of God andhow toservehim
in this life, and thereby prepare for aneternity withhim inheaven,

FINNOUQH.

(Fromour own correspondent.)„ „ , October21, 1884.lATHEELB Menant'Scareer in this district continues tobe success-ful, as the parish priest informed the congregations on the twoSundays that havepassed sincemy last letter. On thoseoccas:onshiexpressedtheutmost gratificationat the conduct of his parishioners.
Out of thehundreds of persons visited by the missionary and him-self, not one had refused ;not only were the contributions on alarger scale than had been anticipated, but they were largely
accompaniedbyexpressionsof regret at the inability of the donorsto be more substantially generous. These signs of co-operationinthe great work which had brought the rev. missionary amongstusFather Ginaty dweltupon with considerable heartiness. The°workof preaching the cause has not, of course,beenneglectedby the rev.missionary for that of collecting. T.e former may be called thesowing, the latter being only thereaping. Thesoil, itisunnecessarytoremark, must be, as theparishpriestappears torfgird it, of con-siderableexcellence,otherwisesomuch fruit would-neverbe producedby the special methods employed. One day he preaches of the faithwhich overcometh the world,andin thatfaithweareshownbeautifulreasons for wishing to see the higher education establishedin themidst of ourpeoplein these Southern seas. By such institutionsis
the faith implanted and rooted firmly, so that an autidote to theprevailing materialism of the day is established inthe shape of a
race which regards this worldbut as the stepping-stone to thenext.Suchmen are acquainted with the valueof time, which they econo-mise to the greatest advantage for the discharge of their religious,
domestic andsocial duties. These are they who go forth into the
worldto represent Catholicity with knowledge, wisdom, experience,and patriotism. Thecollege we are establishing in Wellington shallbe the nursery of these virtues, which spreading will elevate the
Churchin the eyes of men, even of the material prosperity of herchildren. If thebeauty offaithgave the rev.missionary re ison, thebideousnessof infide.ity did not pass himby without contributing tobis stock of arguments. Ina lecture of considerablepower he dealt
on thecausesof thespreading infidelityof the day. These are fourmaterialism, frivolity, intellectual pride, seusuality. Tne world
moves withoutanythought of God, strivesafter its material rewards,
andobtains them. Mankindis essentially frivolous in these days tothepoint of national decadence, a3 may be seen from these twomodern records of life

—
the newspaper and thenovel. The first isfull of the chroniclesof amusement of all kinds, andis never donewith the glorification of theprofessional amusers wao help thepeopletopass their time unprofitably, and has but littlespace to devote to

serious things or the men who are engagedon the serious businessappertaining to the most serious work of man's life here below. Thesecond,whenitis not immoralor scandalous, is frivolous and shallow—
aquantity of printedm itter containing n> instruction, aspiring

tonohigher object than amusement. Intellectual pride lives and
has its stronghold in the nvnofscienc,so called, who, withoutsolidattainments, claim for themselves the infallibility which they deny
the headof the Church, declare that there is n> harmony between
science andrevealedreligion, andbecomethe leaders of ths infidelity
of the day. They are worshippedby numerous followers evenmoreignorant, vain, and shallow than themselves. SensualUts thjrehavebeen inall agesand histories, from the days of Felix, whorejected
the teachingof St. Paul because the morality which the holy andfearlessapostleenjoinedupon himwasnottohis taste. Similarly, the
sensualist has always risenup against the Church of God.

Where shall we find theremedyagainst these fourgiganticevils ?
We shall find themin colleges, where faith isinculcated as the anti-
dote tomaterialism andserious pursuits take theplaceofthe frivolity
into which harmless necessary recreation is fast degenerating. We
shall find themincolleges where true scienceis taught, and correct
history, withphilosophy, Christianantiquities, theology and Canon
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