
THE TUBBERCURRY PRISONERS— MORE
DISCLOSURES.

Freeman, August 23.)
We havenot given publicity to the disclosures we make this week in
connection with the Tubbercurry conspiracy case without having
assured ourselves of their authenticity. The public have become
familiarwithinstancesof prisonersingaolsand police barracksbeing
bulliedand terrified into making incriminating statementsand de-
positions,butithas been reserved for a couple of active and ener-
geticmembers of thepolice force in Tubbercurry toprocureevidence
out of the incoherencies ofa drunken pauper. Wehave littledesire
to exaggeratetheimportance of the statements which weremade at
the meetingof the Tubbercurry Board of Guardians on Monday.
But,evensucceeding a number of graveandserious charges against
the administrationof the law in Ireland, they reveal a degree of
corruption in thestreamof justicewhichisastounding anddeplorable.
M'Manus was a witness against theprisonersalleged tobeimplicated
in theTubbercurry conspiracy. He gave his evidenceand went his
way,but Constables Sullivanand Croniucame to the conclusion that
heknewmore thanhe hadrevealed,or,whatwasas goodfor them, that
hemight be usedto make the case a stronger onefor theCrown. He
was visitedagainandagain in the workhouse by the twopolicemen.
Onone occasion four policemenwereathim, and M'Manusdelibsra-
tely declares that policeman Sullivan suggestedhe shouldmake a"statement

"
which wouldbe transmitted to Sub-Inspector Phillips,

who would forwardit to wheremoney wouldbe got for him1 Again,
when M'Manus was examinedat thepolicebarrack, althoughhe had
drunk five glassesof whiskey andtwopintsoE porter,hewas supplied
by the policewitha cupful of whiskey, and Constable Croain sug-
gested a little more stimulating beverage as calculated to nerve
M'Manus "to think ofmore." If ever a «ystem requireda drastic
overhauling, itis the system of governmentby policemenand Crown
Prosecutors which prevails in Ireland. It has nearly undermined
every atom of respect for the administration o2 justiceia certain
descriptionsof offences, and will speedily bring contempt upon all
law if a sweepingreform is not effected. Already the Tubbercurry
conspiracy casehas attracted much attention,and it seemsto have
beendestined tobekept prominently before thepublic. At the last
Sligo Assizes true bills were found against the prisoners, bat it
pleasedthe Crown torefuse to proceed with the prosecution then,
the reasonassigned being that a fair trial wasnot tobe had because
of theappearance of a circular issued with the view of raisingmoney
to pay for the defence. Theaccused were quiteready togo on, and
Mr.Devine, whohadsent the circular out, explainedinan affidavit
his motives, which weresolely benevolent,andnot intended to bear
upon the trial one way or the other. After some delay six of the
prisonerswereallowed outon bail, andonyesterday applicationwas
made to the Masterof theRolls toallow the remainder out, but he
refused todo so. Mr.Taylor, for theaccused, said that the evidence
against themenstill detained was not one whit stronger than that
against themen who are out, and he added that his clients were
prepared togive any substantial bail fixedby the Court. Mr.Rjnai
objected, however, for the Crown. The men released,he said, weo
ordinary members of the conspiracy, the menretained beingleade ".
Mr. Ronan undertook tohave all the accused tried at the QcUA> r
Commission inDublin, andin consequence the Master of the RA.a
wouldnot take bail inany of the cases. If there were any further
delay,however,in having:Durkin and Armstrong tried,he wouldbe
inclinedtoallow themout,andin the meantime he made a note ot
thepromisegiven onbehalf of the Crown. A. great deal of public
indignationhas beenaroused by the action,or ratherinaction,ofthe
Crowninthese Tubbercurry cases. The general impressionis that
waitinggame is the only one open to the Crown to at present play

for a time,his dear flock. He was sentby theBishop for a time toKelson, where he wascaredfor by friends. Itwas afterwardsfoundnecessary toseek achange of air andhe wassent toSydney,andtherehis healthand strength were renewed. He conld not remain longidle, for he wasanxious to return to his work of caringfor souls, sohe camebackto Wellington. Hethenwroteto theRev?Father Reie-mer,whowas thefirst apostleofthisprovinceofHawke'sBay. FatherBeignier had'built a littlechurch, the first built inHawke'sBay.Father Forest wrote, asking if he couldbe found workhere,and inresponse toFather Reignier's letter the dear Father came toNapier.He wasentrusted withthe chargeof the town. He lived for a timepartlymaprivatehouse, andpartly in the sacristy of the church, inwhich he cooked his own provisions. In this part ofhis life also, my dear brethren, it Would be difficult torealize his privations. Itis difficult,looking at theprogress thathasbeen made in New Zealand, torealize what difficulties the apos-ties andpioneers of the faithhad toput up within theearly days ofthe mission. In Napier whenthe lateFatherForest came,*he foundonly ahandful of civilian Catholics. There were,however,the sol-dietsin thebarracks, and they showed love andrespect for FatherForest andhelpedhim to form his little mission-station, ashe usedtocall it. From the moment he took chargeof Napier he threwhimselfbody andsoul into the work, for the dearFather never didthings by halves, and his zeal had no measureat all. In1861hefounded the first Catholic school in this town. The school washeldinffif I'tt?f,?burch1'tt?f,?burch where now theMarist Brothers have their school.The building was thenused as a churchon Sundays andas a schoolon week-days. A short time afterwards he foundit necessary toestablish theconvent, wherethe littlegirls might receiveaChristianeducation,andbe fitted for their dntiesin theworld. So theSistersof the Missionsweresent for by thedearFather,and they lived intheconvent, fromwhich somany blessinga havebeen showereddownSREs^fi Pe°fP^ \ will neverbe able, my dear brethren, tosufficiently thank your late Rev. pastor for the blessingshe baß been the means of showering upon you, and forthe workshe hasestablished in this place. The convent havingbeen built for the girls, the littleboys required educating. So thenew church was erected, and the littlechurch was transformed into4ftw boyBUn
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rt]'eJ?b!e directionof thejMarist Brothers.When that wasaccomplished Father Forest wasused to say:«Icandie ra peace now;Ihave donemy work, and have given to mypeople a good church where they can comeand pray and hear thewordof Godandreceive thesacraments of the Church. My people
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gO°l £Ch £ft undertaegnidance of the BrothersandJwV?^f I?? <?v!ldr l̂l canreceive not only all tQe learningthat canbe taught in_ the Government schools, but where they artalso groundedmreligionand invirtue." The RightRev. Dr. MoranwasAdministratorof theDioceseafter the deathofDr.Viard. WhenDr.Moran officiallyvisited this Parish the Bishopstatedthathe hadexamined every thing in the parish carefully. He told how headmixed thebeautiful littlechurch ;soclean, so tidy, so wellkept;and he said after inspecting the schools: "I am delighted witheverythingIhaveseen m this parish" This testimony showedhowtruly the late FatherForest wasa faithful priest. During the yearshe remained m this placehemade many converts, and was alwaysready tooffer consolation to those whohad recourse tohim. Ah!how many came to him with broken hearts and were comforted ;how many werequietly assistedby the worthy Father;how manywereable to renew their peaceof conscience in the Sacrament ofS^sV,ajf.ho"many,comfortedby the zealous preaching of theWord of God! The work ofFatherForest will notdie with him.His work will preach f(rhim, now thathe himself has gone. Aftermany generations— when this genenation has passed away andsucceedingones also— the words of the good Father will speakoftheprudence, thezeal, and the virtues exemplified by him. AfterFatherForest had been several yearsin charge of Nrpier.he wasentrusted for some time with the administrationof thediocese, buthe was always anxious to return to his "dear littlestation," ashe used to call it. ButImust come to a conclusion, my dearbrethren:Imust now view himon his death-bed. About twelvemonths ago he felthis health fniling, andalthough struggling man-fully and not sparinghimself at all, he bad at last to write to theBishopsaying,«Ifeel lamdone;Icannot work and shall have tobe replaced. He tried to do what hecould,butat last he had toenterupon that complete repose from whichhe never again rose.He wasseized by his last illness, andknew it,anddid not attempttodeceivehimself. As soonashe lay down, he said :"Ishall nevergetupagain. But as the soldier ;as the captain whomust fightvaliantly,he wasready tosurrender his life, and wasresigned to thewill of Almighty God. "Thy will be done," he said; "and notImine; and althoughfor alongtimehesufferedverymuchyethe didnot complain,neither didhe murmur atall. Lookingnow and thenuponthe crucifix he recommended himself to the Blessed Virgin, forwhomhe hadalwaysgreat devotion,and thus hebore the long daysandnights of his sufferings with fortitude. He was treated withgreatcare andkindnessby those aroundhim, andespecially by yourbeloved pastor the good father successor,and by the Sisters, and byfather Cassidy and by those around him generally. Yet his daysandhis nightsmust have been long, tedious,and wearyingindeed,beingnever without pain, but suffering with patience. Like St.Martin,he didnotrefuse toremain,but wasalso ready todepartinto
nia eternalhouse. Hehad no presumption. Hehadnodoubt beenguilty of some human frailties, but he trusted in the mercy ofAlmightyGod. HehopedintheLordandknew that he would notbeconfounded. Andsohe laypatientlywaiting for his lastmoments,and by degrees, they came although they must have seemed longde-layed to thepoor sufferer. Atlast thecoldhandof death came. Ashorttime before thegoodFatherdiedhe received thelast sacramentsof the Church with great piety and devotion. Then, my dearbrethren,he edified all thosepresent by begging forgivenessfrom any
whomhe might have offendedduringhis life,and thenhesaid ;"Askforgiveness for me from allmy people." He wentontosay,

"Imay
haveoffendedunintentionally,Imay haveunwillingly beena littlehard upon some of them, beg of them also to forgive me.'
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He wastold, of course, thatbe bad noenemiesin the worldand that
all wereonly anxious to remember the greatgoodhe haddone for his
people,and thatall these knew how good his intentions had ever
been. He continued to practise the virtue of patience, and
prayed for his people until his last moment came. The day
beforehis death he renewedhis vows of religion and recitedmany
prayers. Thesehe recitedin his heart and not aloud, because he
couldnot pronounce them distinctly. So, sweetly and gently, last
Sunday,at abont10minutes to 7 o'clock in themorning,hebreathed
hislast quietly andlike achild whogoestosleep on the bosom of bis
mother. He hadheard,nodoubt, the angelof Godbreatheinto his
ear the words,"Come,good and faithful servant— Well done. You
havesufferedmuch during your life, but havefought manfully and
courageously. You have been faithful to your Lord. Come and
shareHis joys for all eternity." Now,my dear brethren,our very
dear friendhas gone to his last: abode. Like the late Pope PiusIX.,
whochose to be buried amonghis ownpeoplein theChurch of St.
Lawrencebeyond thewallsofRome,becausehe wanted tobe among
hischildren in deathas he hadbeen in life, bo FatherForest asked
thathemight be allowed torest inpeacein themidstof his children.
So every time yougo through the cemetery youmaykneeldown and
say aprayer for him,andmay remember allthe good he has done for
you—how many times he has feltananxiety for yonandprayed for
you andworked so zealously for the salvationof yourselves and your
children. The memory ofthe good Father must remain long among
you,andIhope now and then whenyoukneeldown atnight in the
midst of your childrenyouwill sayaprayer for therepose of his soul.
Still,although it is our duty to pray for all, we hopehe is already
receivingthereward of his labours,so that wemay also hopethat he
will have recourse tothe throne of Almighty God forus. Letus,my
dearbrethren, inconclusion, storeup in our minds the virtue,the
regularity,and zeal andthespiritof prayeranddevotionthatanimated
the lateFatherForest, and letusbeg o£ Almighty God the grace to
die the death of the just that we may one day rejoice with Father
Forestandall theangels andsaints and ping the praiseof Almighty
God for alleternity, whichis a blessingIwish youall inthe name
of theFather andof the Sonand oftheHoly Ghost. Amen.
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