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Friday, October 17, 1884,

ORATION DELIVERED AT THE FUNERAL
OF THE VERY REV. FATHER FOREST. S.M,

—

THE following is 8 verbatim report of the funeral sermon preached
by the Very Rev, Father Savzeau, 8.M., in St, Mary’s Church, Napier,
on Wednesday, October 1, in connection with the obsequies of the
late Very Rev, Father Forest, 8.M,, who died at Napier on Sunday,
28th Beptember, in the 80th year of his age. The report has been
kindly fornished to this journal by Mr, Johu W. MeDougall, of the
Hanwke's Bay Herald stoff :—

" As my Father bath sent me, I also send yow.” Here, my dear
brethren, in the midst of us, in this decorated chureh —a church that
has been many times adoroed by the geal and virtues of the late Rev.
Father Forest—liea bis mortal body in this cofin, His last remains
lie where he worked in life, and are but waiting to be carried
to their last abode. They are surrounded and covered with flowers
fit emblems of his virtue, and testimonies also of the gratitude,
love, ard respect of all his spiritual children and of 30 many others
to whom that term does not apply. Chateaubriand, my dear brethren, a
great French writer, says, ¥ Come and see a just man and a Christian
dyiog.” Now I say to you, ‘ Come and sce a great man first live, and
then die in the midst of yon; a Christian man, a holy priest, and
& most zealous sapporter of the Chu-eh” Our Lord said to bis
disciples * Ae wy Father hath sent me, I also send you.” Every one
of us bas a vocation, From the moment we are bora we are destined
for some certain work in this world. Let ussee, my dear brethren,
how your late reverend pastor was called to the ministry; bow
also he had fulfilled the duties of the priesthood among you ; how
also he hag finished his career on earth. The late Rev. Father Forest
was born near Lyons, in France, on the 3lst of Qctober, 1804, He
was born of a patriarchal family living in the neighbourbood of
Lyons, more favoured with grace and with Christiay virtnes than
with fortune, although they enjoyed sufficie -t prosperity to enable
them to bring up their children properly. Being brought up by a
Christian father and mother, he had: before his eyes examples of
virtue, and received lessuns which still further led him in the paths
of virtae. Soon, like David, he was seat to watch over the
flock belonging to the family, and then, by degrees, the vocation
Almighty God had calted him to, was rocted. germinated, and went oo
to perfection. The youth Jean Foreat, after receiving lessons of
virtue from his parents, was sent to a primary school, asa prepara-
tion for the Christian seminary. There, my dear brethren, be began at
once to show himself what he bag been ever since through life—firm and
determined in the wey of duty, He shunned always all those of his
companions who were less disposed to virtue than he was, and who
otherwise might perhaps have misled him, by their example asd con-
versation. After being for some time in this school, s moadel and
example for all his compaaions, he was s=nt to the saminary. There
he prepared himself by the study of theology and philosophy for the
discharge of his priestly duties, and there als), my dear brethrea, he
learned that solidity of doctrine, that soundncss and clearness of
spiritnality which have been many times admired in him by you, his
people, The late Father Forest, as is known to you, always preached
with soundness and so'iliity of doctrine, and that is seen best by the
stateof the people here who knew him, and were brougnt up by him,
and who aza result know so well their religions duties, By thisyon will
koow that the late Father Forest when be was yet in the seminary,
and before the priesthood, prepared himeelf by the practice of virtae
to afterwards fulfil the duties of his vocation. He was ordained
priest at last on the 6th of Junse, 1830, by the Archbishop of Lyous,
He had prepared himself For this great dignity, and then, my dear

brethren, wken he Feceived the grace of ordinatiou, he heard the
words that our Baviour said to His Apostles, ** As my Father bath
gent me, 1 also_send you,” The late Father Forest undertook the
duties of tbe priesthood with generona zeal, He was at first seat for
gome time to a small_ parish, where he fulfilled his voeation with z:a!
and energetic conscientionsness. He well looked after the charge
entrusted to his care, and worked zealously to lead his people ander
the guidance of their parish priest to heaven, He also wodertock the
work of catechist, a duty which he fulfilled with zeal and success till
the end of his life. After having worked for a few years in this part
of the vineyard in wiich Almighty God bad placed him, be heard the
voice of God saying, “Go and preach to all nations, bapt'zing them
in the name of the Father and of the Bon and of the Holy Ghost.”
The field in which he was was too narrow, too small for his zeal,
Gregory 16th, looking on the map of the world, saw that most of the
nations of the earth had already received the good news
of the Gospel. But he saw that the people of the lsads on
tha map of Oceanica bad never hed the faith preached to them
there, 50 he sent priests to preach to these people the good news,
The Hociety of Mary, to which the late Reversnd Forest belonged—
which, in fact, he was one of the fonnders of, and in which he made his
profes-ion—had entrusted to it these missions in the South Beas, and
Father Viard and others had been already sent to these shores to
preach the Gospel. At the end of the year 1841 the late Wather
Forest was sent by his superiors of the Society of Mary, with the
Reverend Father Reigoier, Father Lampila (nat then & prieat),
Fathor Grange, Fatber Chanel and others, Fatber Chanel was
killed at Futuna shortly after his arrival in Ocexnican, and
o reaped the crown of martyriom at the begisning of the mission.
Father Forest landed at Wellington in April, 1842, after being many
months at sea. Navigation was not ther o easy and 80 certain as it
in now, aud a proof of the difference will be gathered from the fact,
that the party, though bound for Nelson, had to eall in at Welliogt n
to find out the way where tbey wanted to go to, Tha party after-
wards directed their conrse to Auckland, the voyage to that place
lasting many days, owing to the boisterous weather encountered,
Upon arrival at Auckliand the party were received with great Kindness
by the handful of Catbolics already there. Father Forest was anxions
to place himeelf under the guidance and direction of Bishop Viard,
who was then residing at the Bay of Islands, and there they went,
remaining here about 15 months, Great were their privations and

snfferings, Before leaving for New Zealand the party placed & sam
of money in a London Bask, The bank failed, and of course their
movney was lost, and for months these poor priests bad to submit to
great privation aud suffering. Qur life, my dear brethren, is like a
river, Sometimes it flows on smoothly through rich and level places,
and at ether times through rocky and precipitous conntry, 83t was
with the late Father Forest. Sometimes he experienced ease and
facility in the discharge of his ministry, and at other times he suffered
great privations. Whea they were in Auckland, or rather in the Bay
of Islands, these poor priests had great trouble and diffienity in
providing for themselves a misirable existence. 8o they took advics
given by Father Forest, and dispersed themsalves throughout the
islands, in order that they might do more good, and also find for them-
elves means of subsistence. Father Forest's lot was Auckland, he
being eontrusted with the miesion there. Great difficalty was
exparienced for some time. The priests were poor, having hardiy
any means at ali, and they epoke the Euaglish language very imper-
fectly, and they also had many other obstacles thrown in their way,
For some time they were compelled to cook their scanty provisions
in a small bell, which they used to fic up over a few stones for a fire-
place ; and yet, my dear braihren, the work commence 1 under such
difficalty was greatly blessed by Almighty God. Never, my dear
brethren, pay mach regard to work that is commenced all at once,
ag it were, or that is commenced without tribulation. By tribalation
Almighty God shows us that the nltimate success of a work is his
own, and not His minister’s work, Before Father Forest had been
long in Auckland, and as soon as au effort could be made, he looked
around, and saw the children ronning io the strests without educa.
tion, He remembered that our Lord, when one day the littla chil-
dren were bronght to Him by their mothers, blessed and caraised
them with greatdelight—partly because of their parity, and pairtly
because they would be, as it ware, the support of the Chureh in™ after
days. And so Fatber Forest, as soon aa posable, ersoted schools, and
afterwards convents, where the children were given a good, sound,
and religious education. Then he erected in Auckland what was for
some time a temporary Church, But, my dear brethran, tho lata
Reav, Father Forest was davoured, as it were, with zeal for the houssg
of God, and, of course. could not think of having a house toenjoy for
himgelf whilst his Lord and Master was, so to speak, honscless ia the
place. Soon Father Forest infused the fire of his own geal into the
breasts of his people, and soon was laid in Auckland the foundation
of the preseat Bt. Patrick's Cathedral, the first .church dedicated to
ths great Apostie of Ireland that has been butlt in this Colony. When
the charch was being built, and as mens were limited, Fathzr Forest
himself labonred 8s 2 workman, until, when he was one day lifiiaz a
stone, be hurt himself so seriously that he was given np for a long
time, and it waa thought that he would never recover at all, By the
blessing of Almighty God, however, he recovered, and returned to
his priestly duties. For many years Father Furest remained in
charge of the city of Auckland, and now that he is dead, the people
of Auckland, by a telegram seat throngh their head priest, testified
their sweet remembrance of his holy memory, The telegram
referred to the misfortune sustained by Napier in the taking
away of Father Forest, and was a tribate to his memory
and his usefulness, After staying some yoars in  Auckland,
Pather TForest went to Wellington when that new Jiocesa
was formed by the Holy Bee. It was fonad that to aid tha
faith and to implant it ia the Bouth Island, it was necessary that &
diocese shonld be formed at Wellington —the late Dr. Viard afterwards
bishop of the Wellington diocese, being sent there to administer it,
A fow miles from Wellinglon thereis a small placa in & beautiful
little valley, and called the Hutt, In thab place the Hon, Mr,
Petre had settled, and had gathered arouad him a number of Catho.
lics, For a long time Mass used to be celebrated at this little sottle-
ment by Father O'Reilly, of Wellington, bnt a resident priest was
petitioned for, and Father Forest was sent in response to the applica-
tion. As soon as he fonud himself at the hgad of a new parish he
begged of Almighty God to belp him t> lead his people iz the right
wav of salvation, He worked there a3he had dono everywhere, and
fulfilled his dutiss as priest with the grealest regularity, Alwaya,
when he wag in god health, he rose early in the morning, and made
his meditaton and priyer, and every day of hialife, unless prevented
by sickness, he celebrated the Holy Facrifice of the Maas, to calidown
the blessing of Almighty God upon hims:lf, his works, and his
spiritoal children, Ok ! my dear bretbren, how maoy times he has
knelt down before the holy altar of God, there to commend all hjs
people, and especially to commend poor sioners, that they might see
their wretched state, and, like the prodigal son, return to thefg *
heavenly Father,and beg mercy and forgiveness. A short time afte;
Pather Forest came to the Hutt, he opened_ a school there for the
banefit of the children, He knew well that without the school, hamaniy
speaking, the chorch was not much good, becavse nnless the schools
are near the chorch, and the children are broaght up in the radiments
of religion, they will not be of much use to the Church afterwards,
Ho he, of course, considered that the schools were 88 NECeSSary as the
chureh itself, so to speak, and the school was built. Then before
long a benatiful little chnrch was erected, where divine sarvie: was
celebrated every Bunday and holiday, and _Mass every Elay of the
year, The peopls who had the happiness of being under
the spiritual guidancs of Father Forest testified to hia zesl and to his
great care and prodence, and admired him for hiscounsel aud advice
to those under his direction. Hewas always in the church on Satur.
dayand on the days befire feativals to hear the coafessions of his
people, to prepare them for the worthy celebiation of the festivals,
In the discharge of bis priestly duties he did not spare hirself at all,
Like a pood pastor he was ready to lay down his life for his flock,
Qur Master Himself Jaid down His life for us all, and many of His
faitbful priests, seat hy Him, have not spared their l_lvas, but have
reckoned them, as i: were, nothing at all, These priesis are thoss
who are only satisfied so that they may procare the salvation of the
goals entrusted to their care, Father Forest wasone of thege. Now
be Hntt, thongh a beautiful place, is rather damp, and thers the
late Father contracted & serions illoeas which obliged hini toabandon



