
sufferings. Before leaving forNew Zealand the party placeda sumofmoney ina LondonBank. The bank failed, and of conrse theirmoney was lost, andfor months thesepoor priests had to submit to
greatprivationaud suffering. Our life, mydear brethren, is like ariver. Sometimes it flowsonsmoothly through rich andlevelplaces
andat other times through rockyandprecipitouscountry. Sj it wa*with the late Father Forest. Sometimes he experienced easeand
facility in the discharge of his ministry, and atother timeshe suffered
greatprivatious. When they wereinAuckland,or ratherin the Bay
of Islands, these poor priests bad great trouble and difficulty in
providing for themselves a mis arableexistence. So they took advice
given by Father Forest, and dispersed themselves throughout theislands,inorder that they mightdomoregood,andalso find for them-
eives means ofsubsistence. Father Forest's lot was Auckland, he
being entrusted with the mission there. Great difficulty wasexperiencedfor some time. The priests were poor, having hardly
any meansat all,and they spokethe English language very imper-
fectly,and they also hadmany other obstacles thrownin their way.
For some time they werecompelled to cook their scanty provisions
ina small bell, which they used to fi<c upovera few stones for a fire-
place;and yet,my dear brethren, the work commenceiunder such
difficulty was greatly blessed by Almighty God. Never, my dearbrethren,paymach regard to work that is commenced all at once,
as it were,or that is commenced withouttribulation. By tribulationAlmighty God shows us thabthe ultimate success of a work is hisown,andnotHis minister's work. Before Father Forest had been
long inAuckland, audas soonasan effort could be made, he looked
around,md saw the childrenrunning in the streets without educa-
tion. Heremembered that ourLord,when one day the little chil-
dren were brought to Him by their mothers, blessedandcaressed
them withgreatdelight— partly because of their purity, and pirtly
because they wouldbe,asit were, thesupportof the Church in after
days. And soFather Forest,as soonaspossible, erected schools,and
afterwardsconvents, where thechildren were given a good, sound,
aad religiouseducation. Then he erectedinAuckland what was for
some time a temporary Church. But, my dear brethren, the late
Rev. Father Forest was devoured,a9it were,with aeai for the house^of God, and,of course, could not think of havingahouse toenjoy for <

himself whilsthisLord andMaster was, so to speak,houselessinthe
place. Soon Father Forest infused thefire of his own zeal into the
breasts of his people,and soon was laid inAuckland the foundation
of tbepresent St. Patrick's Cathedral, the first church dedicated to
ths great Apostleof Ireland thathas beenbuiltin this Colony. When
the church wasbeingbuilt,andas meins were limited,FatherForest
himself laboured as a workman,until, when he wasone day liftinga
stone, he hurt himself so seriously thathe was given np for a long
time, andit was thought thathe wouldnever recoverat all. By the
blessing of Almighty God, however, he recovered, and returned to
his priestly duties. For many years Father Forest remained in
charge of the city of Auckland,andnow that heis dead, the people
ofAuckland,bya telegram sent through their head priest, testified
their sweet remembrance of his holy memory. The telegram
referred to the misfortune sustained by Napier in the taking
away of Father Forest, and was a tribute to his memory
and his usefulness. After staying some yoara in Auckland,
Father Forest went to Wellington when that new diocess
was formed by the Holy See. It was found that to aid tha
faith and to implant itintheSouth Island,it was necessary that a
diocese shouldbeformed atWellington— thelate Dr.Viardafterwards
bishop of the Wellington diocese,being sent there toadministerit.
A few miles from Wellington there is a small place ina beautiful
little valley, and called the Hutt. In that place the Hon. Mr.
Petrehad settled,andhadgatheredaround him a number of Oitho-
lics. For a long time Massused to be celebrated at this little sattle-
mentby Father O'Reilly, of Wellington, but a resident priest was
petitionedfor,andFather Forest wassent mresponse to the applica-
tion. As soon as he found himself at the headof anew pariahhe
begged of Almighty God to helphim tjlead his peopleia the right
wavofsalvation. He workedthere ashe haddone everywhere, and
fulfilled his duties as priest with the greatest regularity. Always,
whenhe was ingo idhealth, he rose early in themorning, anl made

j his meditaton and priyer,and everyday of his life,unless prevented
by sickness, hecelebrated the Holy Sacrificeof the Mass, tocall|down
the blessing of Almighty God npon himsalf, bis works, and his
spiritualchildren. Oh! my dear brethren,how many times he has
knelt downbefore tbe holy altar of God, there to commend all big
people,and especially to commendpoor sinners, that they might see
their wretched state, and, like the prodigal son, return to thek*
heavenlyFather,andbe? mercyandforgiveness. A short timeafteft
Father Forestcame to the Hutt,he opened a eohool there for the
benefitof thechildren.Heknew wellthat withoutthe school, humanly
speaking, the church wasnotmuch good,because unless the schools

j arenear the church, and the children arebroughtupin tberudiments
of religion, they willnot be of muchuse to the Church afterwards.
So he,of course,considered that the schools wereasnecessary as the
church itself, so to speak, and the school was built. Then before
longa beautiful little chnrch waserected, where divine servica was
celebrated everySunday and holiday, and Mass every day of the
year. The people who had the happiness of being under"the spiritualguidanceof Father Forest testified to his zeal and to his
great careand prudence,andadmired him for hiscounsel and advice
to those under hisdirection. Hewas alwaysin the churchonSatur-
day and on thedays before festivals to hear the confessing of his
people,toprepare them for the worthy celebiation of the festivals.
Inthe discharge ofhis priestlyduties he didnotspare himselfatall.
Likeagood pastor he was ready to lay downhis lifefor hisflock.
Our Master Himself laid down Hib life for us all, andmany of His
faithfulpriests,sent by Him, have not spared their lives,buthave
reckoned them, as i". were, nothingat all. These priesis are those
whoareonly satisfied so that they may procure the salvationof the
goals entrustedtotheircare. FatherForest wasoneof these. Now
heHutt, thongh a beautiful place,is rather damp, and» there the

lateFathercontracteda seriousillness whichobligedhioi toabandon
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ORATION DELIVERED AT THE FUNERAL

OF THE VERY REV. FATHER FOREST.S.M.

The following is a verbatimreport of the funeralsermon preached
by the VeryRev.Father Sauzeau,S.M.,in St. Mary's Church,Napier,
on Wednesday, October 1, in connection with the obsequies of the
late Very Rev. Father Forest, S.M., who diedat Napier on Sunday,
28th September,in the 80th year of his age. The report has been
kindly furnished to this journal by Mr. John W. McOougsll, of the
Sa'Kke'iBayHerald staff :

—'"Asmy Father hathsent me,Ialso send you." Here, my dearbrethren, in themidst of us,in thisdecorate!church.— a church that
hai beenmany times adorned by thezeal and virtues of the late ttev.Father Forest

—
lies his mortal body in thiscoffin. His last remains

lie where he worked in life, and are but waiting to be carried
to their last abode. They are surrounded and covered with flowers
fit emblems of his virtue, and testimonies also of the gratitude,
love,andrespect of all his spiritualchildren andof so many others
to whom thattermdoesnocapply. Chateaubriand,my dear brethren, a
greatFrench writer,says,"Come and see a just man anda Christian
dying." NowIsay to you,

'
Comeandseea greatman first live, and

then die in the midstof yon;a Christian man, a holy priest, and
a moat zealous supporter of the Chu-ch." Our Lord said to bis
disciples "Asmy Fatherhath sentme,Ialso sendyou.*' Every one
of us has a vocation. From themoment weareborn weare destined
for somecertain workin this world. Let us see, my dear brethren,
how your late reverend pastor wa3 called to the ministry;how
alsohe had fulfilled the duties of the priesthood among you;how
also hehasfinishedhis careeronearth. The lateRev.FatherForest
wasborn nearLyons, inFrance, on the 31st of October, 1801. He
was born of a patriarchal family living in the neighbourhood of
Lyons, more favoured with grace and withChristian virtues than
with fortune, although they enjoyed sufficie «t prosperity to enable
them to bringup their children properly. Bding brought upby a
Christian father and mother, he had- before his eyes examples of
■virtue,and received lessons which still further ledhim in the paths
of virtue. Soon, like David, he was sent to watch over the
flock belonging to the family, and then, by degrees, the vocation
Almighty Godhadcalled him to,wasrooted,germinated,andwenton
to perfection. The youth Jean Forest, after receiving lessons of
virtue from his parents, was senttoa primary school, as a prepara-
tion for the Christian seminary. There,my dearbrethren,he beganat
oncetoshowhimself whathe hasbeeneversince through life— firmand
determined in the wayof duty. He shunned always all those of his
companions who wereless disposed to virtue than he was and who
otherwisemight perhapshavemisled him, by theirexampleaad con-
versation. After being for some time in this school, a model and
examplefor allhis companions,he was s-nt to the seminary. There
hepreparedhimself by the study of theology and philosophy for the
discharge of his priestly duties, andthere alsi, my dear brethren,he
learned that solidity of doctrine, that soundness and clearness of
spirituality whichhave beenmany times admired in him by you,his
people. The lateFather Forest,as is known to you, alwayspreached
withsoundness andsoi liity of doctrine,andthat is seenbest by the
staleof the peoplehere whoknew him,and werebrougnt upby him,
and whoasaresultknowsowell their religiousduties. Bythisyou will
know that the late Father Forest whenhe wasyet in the seminary,
andbefore thepriesthood,preparedhimselfby thepracticeof virtue
to afterwards fulfil the duties of his vocation. He was ordained
priestat last on the 6th of June, 1830, by the Archbishop of Lyons,
Hehadpreparedhimself for thisgreat dignity, and then,my dearbrethren, when he received the grace of ordination, he heard the
wordß that ourSaviour said to His Apostles, "Asmy Father hath
sent me, Ialso send you." The late Father Forest undertook the
duties of thepriesthood withgenerouszeal. He wasat first sent for
some time toa smallparish, wherehe fulfilled his vocation with z;al
and energetic conscientiousness. He well looked after the charge
entrusted tohis care,and workedzealously to lead his people under
the guidance of theirparishpriest toheaven. He also undertook the
work of catechist, aduty which he fulfilledwithzeal and success till
the endof his life. After having workedfora few yearsin this part
of the vineyard in whichAlmighty Godhad placedhim.he heard the
voiceof God saying, "Goand preachtoall nations, bapt:zing them
inthe name of the Father andof the Sonand of the Holy Ghost."
The field in whichhe was was too narrow, too small for hia zeal.
Gregory16th, lookingon themapof the world,saw thatmost of the
nations of the earth had already received the good news
of the Gospel. But he saw that the people of the lands on
the map of Oceanica had never had the faith preached to them
there,so he sent priests to preach to these people the good news.
The Society of Mary, to which the lateReverendForest belongedwhich, in fact,he wasone ofthe foundersof,andin whichhe made his
profession

—
had entrusted toit thesemissions in the South seas, and

Father Viard and others had been already sent to these ebores to
preach the Gospel. At the end of the year 1841 the late Father
Forest waß sent by hi* superiors of the Society of Mary, with the
Reverend Father Beignier, Father Lampila (not then a priest),
Father Grange, Father Chanel and others. Father Chanel waskilled at Futuna shortly after his arrival in Oceanican, and
so reaped the crownof martyrdomat tbe beginning of themission.FatherForestlanded at Wellington in April, 1842, after being many
monthsat Bea. Navigation wasnot then so easy and so certain as it
innow,audaproof ofthedifference will begathered from the fact,
that the party,thoughbound forNelson,had tocall in atWellingt n
to find out the way where they wanted togo to. Iheparty after-wards directed their course to Auckland, the voyage to that placelasting many days, owing to the boisterous weather encounteredUponarrival atAucklandtheparty werereceived withgreatkindnessby thehandfulofCatholicsalready there. FatherForeßt wasanxioustoplace himself under the guidance and directionof BishopViardwho wan then residing at theBay of Islands, and there they went'remaining hereabout15 months. Great weretheir privationsand
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