
pouring out torrentsof themostvile abuse on their English rulers.
Thereisnoappealmadetoasenseof patriotism, a feeling to whose,
height the Indian masses have not yet risen— if they aie ever
destinedto reach such anelevation— but the interests that eventhe
ullest andmostdegradedof thepeople is concernedwith are those
hat are touchedupon. The papers, inqueetion,moreover,circulate

largely among the lower orders of the nation who areready toadopt
all the opinions they put forward. Theyare told that thepeopleare
calledrebels because they lament for havingbeen robbed, and idle
when starvation prevents them from working; that the foreigners
aresucking their country dry. "Foreigners have taken possession
ofIndia andaresucking her dry, The people of India lookon ina
helplessmanner. Their best iuterestsare sacrificed for thebenefitof
the English. Over and above this, the innocentnatives areinsulted
andkilled. Atevery step thepeoplesend upacry for succour,when
theEnglish whipor theEnglish kick falls npon them. The demons
are engaged,heart and soul,inviolating the chastity and taking the
livesof Indian females. What aheart-rending scene I Itis matter
of regret that the people of India do not gird up their loins
to- get rid of the oppression of the white men." It may

be impossible,as we have been told it is, to inspire the Indianmasses
with a sentiment of patriotism or to evoke among them aspirit
"laimingmanly independence. Weknow,however,thefierce struggle
they are capable of sustaining, and the terrible deeds they can
perform whenasufficient causastirs them up, as in thecase of the
Sepoyfrebellion, to takeoffensive action. Atany rate itis evidentthat
with such utterances disseminatedamong them, andtaking fullpos-
session of their minds avery effective foundationi9being laid for
the work of agitation among them that it may serve French or
Bussian purposes— orpossibly a combinationof both— sooneror later
toundertake. France, therefore seemsbent on the acquisition of an
extensive easternempire,and her designs may well be looked upon
with suspicionby England.

TheDublinNotionis surprisedandevidently pained
the T&UE because theFrench Press takes the side opposed to
beason. theIriehnationalcause. Ourcontemporary,indeed,

admits that correspondents naturally take their
tonefrom thepeopleamong whom they reside, and that therefore
the English correspondenceof theFrench newspapers may well be
anti-Irish, huthe does not understand how editors in France who
shouldhave aknowledgeof the truestateof the case arealsoopposed
to Ireland. But the RepublicanPress hasbeen againstus from the
first, and thereasonthatit has been so should not be hidden from-
anyone who willtake the trouble toconsider thematter,nor should
it indeedoccasionmuch trouble to the friends of Ireland. The Con-
tinentalliberty of the presentday, and thatmoreover, which, arising
in the Continent, seeks to prevail and with some chance of success
throughout the world is but liberty in name. At heart it is a
tyrannyof the most oppressiveand narrow nature,andalthough the
excesses to whichitselfaspiresareextremethelimitsitassigns to those
whoare not its supportersand advocates are confinedina verystrait
degree. M.deLavelaye, for example, the Belgian writer andstates-
man tells us inan article in the Contemporary Eeviem in which be
deprecatesuniversal suffragebecause it "givesunlimitedpower to the

Church of Rome in all those countries where the Catholic faith is
dominant" that M.Gambetta hadgiven him such advice*-"Do not
adoptuniversalsuffrageinyour country,"saidM.Gambetta,"itwillput
you under the yoke of the Clergy."- And in this the secret and
explanationof the whole thing arecontained. A Catholicpeoplemust
havenoliberty; their faithis tobe crushed, their Church overthrown,
and their children are to be estranged from them, and brought up
before their eyes to worship gods they neverknew and that they
reject with horror. Universal suffrage whea it is the instru-
ment of a tyranny that Bhallaccomplishallthis, when it is sure tobe
themeans of accomplishing all that the men who advocate it desire
toseeaccomplished, andof repressingor ciercingall that they desire
to have repressed or coerced, when itmakes the masses the tools
of oppressors is to be sought for, but otherwise it must be
opposed. Andhave wenot in this the principle of tho most detes-
table tyranny thathas ever existedI— Dionysius or Nero, Louis XI.
orIvanthe Terrible,not oneof these, nor any other tyrant,has ever
refused to accord the degree of liberty necessary to thecarrying out
of his will.— And the advocatesof yourmodern liberty whosupport
itbecause they desire to stamp outreligion, to secularise the world,
tocrush the Catholic people everywhere, are bitter tyrants. Itis
because of this that therepublicans of France adopta tone hostile to
Irish nationalism.

—
Here is a freedom with which they have

nothing incommon.
—

There is a certain school of Catholics whoare
opposed to Irishnationalismbecause they believeit makes common
cause with the revolution, and leans towards communismand nihi-
lism. They fear it as hostile to religion, and are among itsmost
determined opponents. But the revolutionary party know batter;
they recognise the national struggle for what itis in fact— a fight
for liberty

—
as much for unrestricted right of worshipping God as

for any temporaladvantage.— Their sympathiesmust, indeed, refuse
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inname— andhalf-ashamedof being that same, if the truth were
known.

The manner in which evidence is procured, and
Unmitigated convictions are obtained in Ireland has been of

DISOBACB late revealedinmorecases thanone,andtherevela-
tions made have beeninfinitelydiscreditable.Their

effect, indeed,must be to make the law, and the officials engaged in
administeringitmore suspected thanever,or,perhaps,not so much
Buspected, as fully known to be corrupt and infamous. From the
LordLieutenantwho is the highest representative of Government
inIreland down to the sub-constable who is the lowest

—
andverily

no character can well be lower than that of the policeman
in Ireland who thoroughly acquires the spirit of hi9trade, and
enters with zest into all its requirements. Informer,bully, spy, and
whateverelse is basestamong humanity enter into his calling, and

from the agreeable andelevating occupation of pig-driving which
serves toemploy him in times cf peace to that of bludgeoning, shoot-
ing, orbayoneting the people to whom he himself has oncebelonged,
in timesofdisturbance,all the duties connected with his office are
degrading. Wespeak of thepoliceman who takes willingly andcon
tentedly tohis calling. Borne whoadopti*. escape in disgust at the
earliest opportunity,andsomeless fortunate areobliged by circnm-
stances tocontinue in leadinga life against which all that is manly
in themrevolts. We have, then, heard the testimony borne by the
unhappy men^ Philbin andCasey touching themannerin which the
unprincipled Crown Prosecutor Bolton drove them into sweaiing
away thelife and liberty of innocent men.— Not that wedesire to
excuse the wretched fellows themselves iv theleast degree, for what
man worthy ofthe namecould be drivenevenby the iear of death
intothe commissionof murder ? But the revelation made betrays
themannerinwhich informers areprocured, andreflects endlessdis-
graceon those who employsuch means, as well as utterly discredit-
ing the justicesobrought about. Another caseof a somewhatsimilar
kindis thatin whicha mannamed Thomas Finnerty, the father of
Patrick Finnerty accused in company of four others of a murder
committed at Craughwell in November 1881, complains of the
attemptmade todrawhis son into turninginformerand betraying to
deathor servitude for life the men arrested with him. Finnerty
whoina letter to the Dublin Freeman points out the falsehood of
the solicitor-general'sreply to Mr. Healy iv Parliament, asserting
that theprisonershad offered to plead guilty to a charge of con
spiracy tomurder— says thathis sonhad beenoffered alargesum of
money together with his liberty if ,he wouldconsent togive incri-
minating evidenceagainst his companiois which, however herefused
to do. The writer farther states that the suggestion of pleading
gailty toa chargeof conspiracy to murier had been made, not by
theprisonersbutby theCrown, which,ca. the disagresmsnt of the
jury that satduring the first trial, offered to withdraw the capital
charge on such conditions.

—
Conditions, Jhowever, .which innocent

men,saysThomasFinnerty would not accept
—

and he challenges the
KJlicitor-general topublish the corresponienca that took place in the
matter. Thethird case, wenotice is thatat Tubbercurry where certain
members of the police force interested themsalves in obtaining the
evidenceto suit themof adrunken man— andinorder that he shouldtestifymore to their desiresmade him still moredrunk. The devicewasaparticularly ba93 one,and it3features werecoar33 and brutal(as weshould,however,inaturallyexpect tofindinconnection with men
occupying one ofthemwt degradedsituations in the whole world

—
thatofmembers of the Irish constabulary,sunk to the level of their
calling. Taking themall inall, then, the revelations made of late
concerning the courseof justice in Ireland have been exceedingly
disgraceful, andmust tendstrongly toconfirm the suspicions already
entertainedby the people.

Whatevermay be the real intentions of Germany
the with regard to the establishment of a colonial

DANGER empire, there canbenodoubt whatever thatFrancethickens, is very much in earnest in her determination to
acquiresuch an empire for herself. What she has

doneinTonquinand someof theneighbouringstates we know, andnowa warningcomesfrom the correspondento£ the Times atBankok
that timely action on thepart of England can alone prevent her
fromeventually annexing Siam. The annexation of Cambodia haapaved the way for the re-opening of the question as to the posi-
tion of the

'
provinces of Batambong and Korat, declared in 1866

to belong toSiam, bat concerning a French claim to which signs
alreadybegin tomanifest themselves. The French, moreover, have
proposedto theSiamese Government, which fears to offend them,theestablishmentof a line of steamers between Saigon and Bankok,althoughno trade whatever exists torequire such an establishment
—and Siamunderstands whatall thismeans, and is m consequenceextremelyuneasy. IfRussia, then/is approaching Indiaonone side,France is buildingup an empire on another, and, as the correspond
dent to whom wehavealluded says,danger may follow in the notdistantfuture. In the meantimein India itself the native Press is
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