
Inmynext letter Ibhould like to say sometningabout Mr. Par-
ntll's general poticy at thepresent inoineut;his policy not merely as
applying to ihequestionof Home liule. Ishall thenhavesomething
to bay concerning theprospectsof the approaching generalelection ;
on the lecent legislation with regard to land;on Dublin Oastle
administration;audon the longprostration of the industrial ener-
gies of Ireland. For thepresent lam content if Ihave explained
to the American peoplethe reason why the cry for Home Kule has
not beenheaid of late in theEnglish Parliament.

(From the Melbourne Adtucate.)
An article which we copy this week from the Thames Advertiser
[alreadyquotedby the Tabler] is worthyofthe serious ar tentionof
Australian Catholics. InNew ZjalanIthebattle on the Education
Question hasbe-Jii fought with more determination anI pn^everance
tuan in any other cilony. Tuo policy laid down onhigh authority
at thebeginning of the contest has been pursued with nnfUgging
spirit up to tne present moment. Our co-religionists in the great
southern dependency mot with reverses and heavy discouragement.
Inseveral instances they have been deceivedandbetrayed by public
menin whim ttieyput their trust; there have been shameful deser-
tions from their ownranks, and the secular Press has at times wrath-
fully misrepresents1andabased them. Bat by noneof these things
have theNew Zealand Catholics been discouraged or disconcerted.
They have calmly kept on the even tenor of their way,adhering
strictly to thepolicy to whichthey had pledged themselves. They
havehadalongfi,rht,in which theyneverlowered a flagorretreated;
but they have their reward in the admission mad)by the Thames
Advertiser.

The policy pursued inNew Zealand consists briefly in this—thafc-
friends are uuanimously supported and enemies punished. Thi
Education Qaestioo.is set above every other in importance, and for
the aioptionof thatprinciple there is a justificationin their convic-
tion that theb^st interest* of the Colony depend less on the settle-
mentof merepolitical questions thanon the ch»ra?ter of its people
in a Christian sense. This is a broad view of thecase that canbe
sustained on the veryhighest authority,and hence the objection that
itis immoral on thepirtof a section of the community to subordi-
nate the general to their particularinterests g>es for nothing. The
argument is vicious and w >rthless, for the premises are false.
Catholics, inseeking justice for themselves, aim at a change that
would be beneficial to the whole coranauuity, an-1 it i3therefore, in
their view of the case, of af«■ higher importance that that change
shouldbe effected thaa thatany purely political measure whatsoever
shouldbe settled ina particular way. Ifthe disruptionor defeat oE
political parties result from their action, tnat is no faultof theirs,
and they cannot help it withoutbeinguntrue to their ownconvic-
tions and much more indifferent to their own interests than any
other denomination would be uuder similar circumstances. Indeed
if anyProtestant sect were treated withlike injustice, its members
would act with verymuch les3 forbaarance than Catholic3have done,
aud would be far from exhibiting that respect for constituted
authority that has been a distinguisn-ing characteristic of the
Catholicagitation oa theElucation Question.

As ie seemstous, Australian Catholics havemuch to learn from
the well-sustained and well-defined action of their New Zealand
brethren. They have advanced, and we havemade no hevlway
whatever. Their position is better than it was,ours worse,for the
Protestant denominations are makinng encroachments on the
system in their interest that would not have been possible
at an earlier period. The Protestant Press is, for the most
pirt, converted from naked secularism to creedless Christianity
as the fitting thing for the Stateschools,andCatholics are as far as,
orperhap3 farther than ever from obtaining any redress of thoir
grievance. This is theresult of elevea years' mild expostulationon
their part, for no ascouut need be taken of a brief spasmodic effort
that was made here in Victoria tocarr/on the agitationwith more
vigour. Itwas attended with small losse3 that concernedindividuals
and for that, and nobetter reason,it wasdiscontinued, though never
before nor ever tinea did Catholics succeedinmaking any decided
impression on piblic opinion or on the rauks of their opponents.
Thit sense of justice in a British community oa which in some
credulous quarters their denomination was counselled to rely has
doneuothing whatever for them. Itis asinsensible to their claims
to-day as it wasten yearsago, andif the policy of mild expostula-
tion is tobe continued, wemay wait tillDoomsday for a redress of
our grievance. Civil or rsligious liberty has never yetbeen wonby
that meekness which neither gives nor takes offence. Catholic
Emancipation was not thus gained, and,relatively to the times we
live in. the grievances under which Catholics inAustralasia suffer
areas great aa outrageupon justice as thepenal laws were.

The article we have copiel is likely tosuggest severalquestions
to thoughtful Catholics, and their reflections canuot but remitin
the conviction thai on the Education Question the position of our
body is not improved in any one of theAustralian colonies. And
are we to submit patiently for ever to the injustice wehavebeen
enduring for so runny years? If n>t, what coursj should we take
for ojr relief ? As a consequence of our short-lived earnestness in
defence we sustained some lossjs;but whatbattle is fought out of
which either side cotnts without losses? Men fall in every great
atruegle for rightor liberty, bat that is noreason why the cause for
which they fought shouldbe abandoned. On the EducationQuestion
whatadvantage is it to Catholics that there area few of themleft in
Parliament ? What injury would it be to themthatnot ons remained
there ? It would be much more to their advantage, asa bodyto
eirnestly pursue a well-defined and decisive defensivepolicy, as is
doneinNew Zsaland, than tohavea larger representationin Parlia-
ment than they have been ever allowed. They have nothing togain
from timidity and indecision,andnothing to lose from sincerity and
earnestness Their best policy is to be true to their principlesand
just to tiemselves,and when they confine themselves co supporting
their schools with scarce a murmur they only perform half th«-ir
duty.
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A VITAL QUESTION.The Naii n,lheu, is already iv fact govern'ng itse'.f. Tha Ka>

li.sh Uovetuauuican ouly at me wor.st obstruct the work a lmlu.
When the time comes tor the formal change to be made au>i the
governing of theIrish people,tobe put into the kinds of the Iri-h
people,it flill be made with the most perfect ease anI quiet. We
shall piobably bofore that time have the whole Parliamentary repre-
sentation of Irelandi1 our tund*. Tne Ins'i Wnis party, as it is
cilled

—
the party which alway prefers aa English Liojr.il Govern-

menr to any interest of the Irish people— that party is extinct. Of
the Irish Whigs whodesetted usafter t'ae List giner il election very
iew evercome totheHouse of Commons now. Itis not worth their
whileto trouble themselves about attending thesittingsof a chamber
iv which they havereallynothing todo. The nextgeneral election
willpass formal sentenceon them, and relegate them to oblivion.
The elections when they come, will returc a few Tory landlords, the
twoTory representativesof theUniversity ofDublin, and theNation-
alists whomMr. Parncll leads. TheIrish public, Ishould say, avi
now accustomed to see their practical business in Parliament done
for them by theParuellite party. There is,asAmericanreaders know,
a vast amount of purely local business, or what might be called
parochial businesss, done by the English Parliament. If a town
wantsanewscheme of gaslightingor railway or tramway,if itwants
new waterworks or drainage, it has to send to Westminster and
obtainanAct ofParliamentto enable it to accomplish its purpose.
The measuremust be taken in band and piloted by some friendly
members uf botti houses. Every Irishman of business, whether
Whig,Tory,orNationalist,knows vow thatifhe wants businessof t>uch
a kinddove inthe Houseof Commons themen toapply toare thePar-
nellite*. They areconstant inattendance; they neverneglect any-
thing Irish;many of them are experienced and practical menof
business themselves. This factis noticed by all sections and parties
intheHouse of Commons.

"The Irisamembers,1'as they are com-
monly called— and they are veryproudof thename—" can get any-
thing done,"is a saying one often hears. They stick to the work,
whateveritbe, that they haveinhand; they arenot to beput off,or
pushedout of the way, or talkedout of their purpose, or cajoled,
That term,[by the way, of "Irishmembers

"
is one which Mr.

Gladstoneused toresent very warmly during the early days of the
Parnellite party. "Why," he U9ed to ask, "

call these half dozen
the Irish members? Why call themIrishpar excellence?

They are only ahandful." Mr. Gladstone haslong sine* found out
why these men, even when they wereonly half-a-dozen, were pro-
perly calledparexcellence

"
theIrish members." There was some-

ihiug instructive,somethingprophetic, in the manner in which the
House of Commons recognized their position and proclaimed it by
thatname. They were"' the Irish members

"; they were the men
who represented the sentiments, the claims, and the interests
of the Irish people; they were the men who had Ireland behind
them. Since the day when Mr. Gladstone used thus to protest
every election in Ireland has confirmed their title to be called the
Irish members. After the next general electionthere will be few
Irish membersof any party,sat,colour or clique todispme the title
with them.

tiucb, then,is the condition, and such are the prospects of the
movement for IrishHome Bnle. We have not been talking much
about Home Kule latterly;we have been making it. Years and
years ago Mr.John StuartMill declared, with that marvellous fore-
sight which wasaninstinct in him, that the time would come when
the only demand the Irish people would nuke to their English
rulers in Ireland would be simply to take themselves off. The
time has now verynearly come. Practically it has come. We are
ready lor the change;weonly ask the viceroy and the Chief Secre-
tary andall the Castle authorities to takethemselvesoff. The change
will be a blessed one for Irelandand for England. The Irish people
havestutwn that they can doall their municipal and parochial work
for themselves. They have shown, too, that they can endure any
strain and pressure of repressive law andstill hold to their Natioual
purpose without one moment'sthought of abandoning it. Ishould
like to ask any American whatpossiblecase can be made out for the
refusal of such anational deinaud to such apeople.
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My mother drovetheparalysis and neuralgia out of her system
with HopBitters."

—
Kd. Osmego Sun. See.

In1800, for the first time, Irishmen were aImitted into the
British army without forfeiture of theircreed or nationality. They
eagerly accepted what was thenstyled "tbis boon." Notonly aid
they wholly fill the regiments whichbore titles associated with their
nativelaud,but the English and Scottish regiments held themin
great number. Between 1807 and 1811,more than 400 Irishof the
1,000 whichconstituted a regiment werem theranks of the Seveuty-
tirst Highlanders. In 1810, 443 of the Seventh Highlanders were
Irish. In1809, 666 of theNinety-fourth Highlanders wereIrish,and
in theracord of theKoyal Scots, 464are resisteiedas Irish. Speak-
ing in theHouse of Lords, fourteen yearsafter Waterloo, iheDuke of
Wellington said: "It is mainly owing to Irish Catholics that we
oweall our proudprominence as an empire and Iowe the laurels
with which youhave baen pleasedtodeck mybrow."

Philadelphia,Aug. 4.
—

1hetroubles of theUnionBaptistColored
Church culminatedyesterday ina generalfight whilemoruingservices
were beins: heid. The Fraca was opened by Brother ;Gardiuer,
presidentof the Boardof Trustees, who 6truck Deacon Craig apower-
ful blow in the face whenbe attempted toread thelesson. The entire
congregation became involved in the row, and the police finally
cleared the buildins.

Camels from Indiajareat presentingood demand for Australia.
Not longagoanumber wereshippedonboarda steamer from Calcutta
for SouthAustralia, andabout the same tioie a steamer withnearly
a full cargoof theseanimals wasdespatched fromKurracb.ee. Now
itis stated that another steamer has been charteredat lhat port for
the conveyance ofcamels for"Australia,


