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Yesterday morning a fire broke out in the upper partof thebuilding occupiedby Messrs. A.and J. Macfarlane in Maelaggan St.,Dnnedm,buthavingbeennoticedin time by Sergeant Slattery, wasextinguished before much damage hadbeen done.Later intelligence from Formosashows that the report of theoccupation of Tamaui byAdmiral Lespes was incorrect. The town

is still in the possession,of the Chinese troops, and the Frenchbombardment has continued daily. The local forces ara strongly
entrenched intheneighbourhoodofTamsui, andall efforts todislodgethem as yet haveproved unavailing. Dispatcheshavebeen Teceivedfrom fonqmn stating thatan engagement has takenplace betweemalorceof Chinese,numbering6000 men,and the French troops,underGeneral Negrier,at Kep. The action lastedfor five honrs, when theChinese fled,having sufferedheavily from the French fire. GeneralNegner lost 21men killedand50 wounded, and washimselfwoundedslightly. The Chinese have been defeated at Loo Chung by theFrench. Their loss is estimated at1000, while thatof theFrenchwasonly25. The French authoritiesareboardingEnglish merchantsteamersbothat Amoy andFormosa.

The StandardexplainsthattheRedistribution schemepublishedby themwasonly oneof several thatis atpresent before theCabinet.CommodoreErskine has been instructed to proclaim a Britishprotectorateover the southern shoresof New Guinea and the islandsimmediately adjacent. This stephas beentaken in accordancewithMr. Gladstone's reply to the question asked on the subject by SirWilliamMacartburin theHouse of Commons ontbe 11thofAugust
Itis currently reported that aconferenceon matters relatingtothe Congo willbeheldinBerlininNovember.
An important conference, attended by numerous British andColonialrepresentativeshassat toconsider the situationof affairs inSouth Africa. Among the principal speakers were Sir WilliamMacarthur and theRight Hon.W. E.Forster,bothof whomstronglyurged that the Imperial Government should take steps to enforcethe provisions of the convention concluded with the TransvaalRepublic in1881.
A cyclone of unusual force passed over tbe island of Sicily, anddid an enormous amount of damage. Its effects were felt mostseverely at Latonia, a townon the east coast, and hundredsof theinhabitantsaresaid tohavebeenkilledor wounded.

Monday.

The InvercargilliVfenw says""— "Through thefrequencyandextentof thefireß inInvercargillcertain Insurancecompanieshavedecided,weareinformed, to abolish theiragencieshereat once. Thisdeaisionshould act as a farther incentive tothe citizens to provide improvedmeans for coping with the destroying element. Feweragenciesmeansless competitionanddecreased competition probably signifies higherrates, orgreater difficulty toget insuranceat anypricefor property indangerous situations. Representatives from the Australian Mercan-tile Company, Mr. Hannah,agent; theUnitei Company, Mr. Per-kins, agent;and the Standard, Mr.J. G. Ward, agent; are now inInvercargill for the purpose of investigating claims in connectionwith the late fire; anditisreportedthatat least one of these officeshas decidedtocease business altogether in this town. The OnionCompany resolvedsome time ago to take no more risks here, andother Companies have talked about the possibility of their withdraw-ing. Should themovement extendany further among the insurance
companies the look out is a veryblue oneindeed. Were it tobecomegeneral, a few weeks hence the hundreds of thousands of pounds
worth of propertyin this large townwould be absolutely uninsured.And it wouldbe of nouse to think of recourse to the remedy some-times suggested as acheck to excessive insurancerateß— a local com-
pany. Considering tberisk such aninstitution would have to run,its charges wouldof necessity have tobe enormous."

—
And this waswritten beforelast week's fire.

Mr. Cussenhas comeintoKihikihi from theKing country, the
triangulation survey having been completed connecting the Taupo
country with Kihikihi, the starting point. Next week Mr. Cussenwill proceed to Mokau district to carry out triangulation survey
there.

ThomasKliver,a Norwegian,26 yearsof age, a single man, wa3drowned on Saturday afternoon in the lagoon at the South Spit,Hokiiika. The body is supposed tohave been washedinto theriver
andout seawards. He formerly sailed out of Dunedin, and arrivedhere in the Elibank Castle. Three years ago deceased was working
for Maher,contractor for theprotective workson SouthBeach.An Auckland paper says agood story is told by old identities
at Wellington, at the expense of Mr. Dick, whose Parliamen-
tary career has been brought to such a sudden termination.The story runs that in the old days of Provincialism ascare existedin Otago inconsequence of therapid spreadof thistles,
and theirextermination wasprayed for on allhands. Mr. Dick wasthenProvincialSecretary, andimpressed with the necessity of sup-pressing the evil, he introduceda measure having that object in
view. There was,however,strong opposition to theBillon thepart
of some of the"canny

"Scots, so with the object of convincing the
sceptical few of therapid growthof thistles, Mr.Dickhad twoplaced
in flowerpots and tookthem to the Council Chamber. He was first,there, andhadarrranged the potted thistles on either side of him
whenMr. Fulton, now member for Taieri,strolled in. Immediately
afterwardstbe sound of many feet indicated the approach of themembers, andFulton, affectinganxiety, exclaimed,"Quick, quick ;
put away your thistles;tbe Councillors are coming." "

Why ?
"

Mr.
Dick innocently enquired. "

Well." Mr. Fulton rejoined, "if they
see them they will think youhaven't finished your lunch yet1

"
The fourth annualmeetingof theCanterbury Farmers' Co-opera-

tive Association was held yesterday. The profit for the year was
£408. Tbe workingcapital nowamounts to £8269, beingan increase
of £500 during theyear. The sum of £893, being & per cent, dis-
count onlast year'spurchases,has been placed to the credit of in-
dividual shareholders. The bad debts incurred during the year
amounted to £258. Thebank overdraft is £2821. No dividendwas
declared. '

■
'

Iunderstand (writes the Wellington correspondent of the Lui' -'
teloK Times) thatan idea hasgot abroad in Ohristchurch that the
Westport and GreymouthHarbourBillshave fallen through. Thisis
not the case, and they now stand upoa the order-paper among the
orders of the day for committal. What happened m reference to
them wasthis : Thebills were introduced in the first instance asgeneral publicbills;the Speaker ruled that inhis opinion they werelocalbills, andcould not be proceeded with. The Government thenmovedfor a suspensionof the Standing Ordersrelative to localbills,
so that they might be proceededwith all the sameas general publicbills, To Buspend the StandingOrder itis requisite that two-thirds
of themembers should be present. Upon that particular occasion
there were not enough members in the House, and in case there
shouldnot be enough thenext day the Governmentintroduced a bill
coveringboth harbour.*,andmaking themattera generalpublicbill,
whichcouldbe goneon with as usual. Subsequently the StandißgOrders weresuspended. Both bills passed the second reading.andasthere was thennonecessity for whatmaybe termed the"bogusbill,"
whichhadbeen introducedincaseof accidents, this wasdischarged
from the orderpaper. Hence the error whichhas arisen withregard
to this matter. Imay sayfurther thatthey have beenreferred toaSelect Committee,and willbecommitted in the form in which that
SelectCommittee has left them. Tneborrrowing powers havebeen
largely Bhorn, and the Government guarantee is also very hardly
dealt with;in fact, ifmuch moramutilatiou goe3 on, there will because tosing, withLadyJane,"Littlewill be leftof meinthe coming
by-and-bye."

The Thames Star,of October1,gives the following particulars
concerniag theNew PrinceImperialmine.

—
The shaftwill be down'

80ft. below No. 6 level by theend of the week, and as soon as the
guides havebeenplacedinpositiona start will be made to cut out
the No.7 levelchamber, which will be 70ft. below No. 6. At the
latter level the winza toconnect with No.7 is down about15ft. The
country continuesof avery favourableclass for gold, and the leader
is also of a fair size,especially in the western end, where there is a
foot wideof good lookingquartzshowing. A clay seam appears to
havesomewhat disturbedthe lodein theeasternead,,butitismaking
solid againunder it. Tbe minerals visible areexcellent,andso long
as thepresentclass of country continues thereneed ba no fear of the
reef not proving auriferous. In the stopes, work is being continued
asusual, and payable gradedirt is coming to hand, A few rounds
of stone weresecuredfromthe footwall leader yesterday afternoon,
gold being left showing. Not more than three stopes have been
carried up to the break,but at the winze the last but one has just
beencommenced, thoughboth these latter stopes will behigher than
usual. AtNo. 5 level,a winzeis being sunk 130ft. east of the cross-
cut todetermine the truecourse of the lead. It is down 12ft. and
tbereef is a fine solid body of stone 16 inches wide. As soonas this
winzeis downabont 40ft., supposing the reef to maintainits sizs, the
manager will resumedriving east at No.6level. The other workings
in themine are being continued asusual.

The English and German Governments arenowdiscussing the
questionof the appointmentof amixedcommission to adjudicate on
the conflicting claims of English and German subjects at Angra
Pequena. The German Governmentinvite the Powers interested to
send delegates toa conference to beheld in Berlin iaNovembernext
toconsider thebest means to secure the freedom of commerceon the
Congo and Niger Rivers.

Telegramshavebeenreceived fromDongola with, de.ails of the
treacherous massacre of Colonel Stewart's party by the Arab3at
Wady-sl-Homar. The newsstates that the whole jnrty were not
killed,but that the livesof 14 of them werespared by the Arabs,
whohold themprisoners. General Lord Wolseley has ordered the
Mudir's troops at Merawi,a town 39 miles belowthe fourth cataract
of tbe Nile,to rescueor ransomtheprisoners.

Two explosions of dynamite occurred outside Parliament
Buildings at Quebec on Saturday. The edifice was considerably
damaged, and several workmen who were in the neighbourhood
were injured. Nothing is yet knownas to thecause of the explo-
sions.

The announcement that aBritish protectorateis tobe forthwith
established overaportion |of New Guinea is now fully confirmed.
Commodore'Erßkinehas beenordered toproclaim aprotectorateover
the southern coasts of the i&land eastward of the 141st degree of
longitude, as well as over the islands adjacent to tbe coast. The
British Government have, however, decided that for the present
settlement inthe territoryand islands shall be prohibited.

Tuesday.

IntheHouse of Representativesyesterday Mr. Dowuie Stewart
and theHon. Mr. Stout presenteda petitionIrom residents in Otago
in favour of the Bible inSchoals.— Mr. Holmes presenteda petition
from theFreethought Society of Ohristcburch protesting against the
passing of anyblasphemy laws inNew Zealand, seeing that there is
no Statereligionin the Colony.— The Hon.Mr. Stont m*de the fol-
lowing statement as to the order of business. The Government
lookeduponthe followingaspolicy bills, and wouldpush them for-
wardat once, in anticipation of the delivery of the Public Works
Statement and thepassing of the Estimates:

—
East and West Coast

(Middle Island) andNelson Railway Bill,District RailwaysLeasing
andPurchasing Bill, Government Insurance Association Bill, and
theWest Coast Harbour Bills. They would push these onat once
andget them to theUpper House, so as toavoidapractice that had
hitherto gained ground— viz., of important measures of this kind
going to theLegislative Council at the closing hours of the session.
There wereother bills, but Government would reserve its statement
respecting them until a future date.— Mr. Wakefield resumed the
debate on the secondreading of the East and West Coast (Middle
Island)and Nelson Railway Bill. The motion for tbe second reading
was put

—
ayes, 39 ;uoes,12. On the motion that thebill be no3

reada second time, theHod. Sir J. Vogelsaid that tbePublic Works
Statementwas not peitinent to this question. Their aim wastoget
these measures forward to the Council, sothat theymight have time
to consider them during the time the House was engagedonthu
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