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Teports during the last few days, If we may judge by the language
publiched concerning that which the reporters pass over ag impoesible
to publish, the Zout ensomdle must have been edifying indeed. The
Bociety is called the * Rational! Bick and Burial Asscciation,” and
whatever it may produee in the way of barial, it must be admitted
that as represented by the meetings in question it may at least pro-
duce extremely rational aickness.~Nothing can be more disgraceful
than the reports to which we allnde.

I is perhaps as & set off against the fact of the devolion and
self-oacrifice shown by nuns and priests in attending on the cholera
patients of France and Italy that the &. James |Fazette publishes
certain assumed records narrating feats of drunkenuess and the en-
couragement given to guch by nuns and ecclesiastics in the middle ages,
and that our worthy contemporary the Dunedin Evening Herald
quotes the article in question. Dounbtful records of the middle ages
are we know quite as much evidence as the ordinary Protestzat re-
quires, or, for the watter of that, can produce in order to counterac
the influences likely to arise from the admiration deserved by Catho-
lic beroiem in the present. But the great Protestsot Tradition must
be maintained at any cost, if only by calumniating the past in order
to divert attention from the present evidence. It is, neverthless, true
that Walter Mapes, or Map, Chaplain to Henry 1L, and commonly
oalled the *jovial Archdeacon,” wrote at ledst one drinking song in
Leonine verse—but as he also wrote powerful satires in condemna-
tion ofecclesiastical irregularities his transgression in that respect may
perhaps be looked upon as in some degree mitigated, The fact, mare-
aver, that a poet writes a drinking song ie by no means conclusive as
to drinking habits on his own part or a desite to encourage them on
the part of others. Father Prout, again, another eccicsiastic by the way,
gays “A ‘water-poet’ is a poor creature in general.” Meantime,
whatever may have been the accusations brought against nuns or
priests in the middle ages there can be but little suapicions of undue
joviality or of carousing attached to those nuns who have succeeded
one snother, as death called npon them to do, in thelhospitals of
Toulon and Margeiiles or the priests who have ministered to their
flock without flinching in the pestilential atmosphere of Naples,—
But these are matters concerning whose details we shall find but
soant guotation in the columns of our contemporary the Evening
Herald or those of any other journal that stoops to pander to bigotry.

THE report that a German firm have nndertaken to supply the
nary of their country with coal at certaia islands in the South
Pacific is suggestive when we consider that the anaexation of Angra
Pequena followed on the sstilement there of a German merchant.
There is a sentence also in an article published in connection with the
agzerted colonial designs of Austria by the Hamburger Naohrichten,
that seems to have some bearing on the case, 1t is to the effect thag
commeleisl business must be established before its protection or
development coald be thought of. But coaling stations muy well be
found capable of a very full development,

BAREBATARIANISHM i8 in the ascendant among us. In section 13
of the Police Offznces Bill pacsed the other day in committee the
following clause oceurs :—* Any person who, on Bunday, . ., .
playe at any gama or pastime, in any publie place, or discharges any
firearms, shall for every such off:nce be liable to a penalty not
exceeding £10.” It is true that such silly interference with the
liberty of the people, and above all, with that liberty of conscience
coneerning which se many boasts are made, still obtains, as a relic of
religious oppression, in the Old Country ; and, as a case in point, we
find that a zealous parson brought 8 young man before the magistrates
the other day, at Clane, in Kildare, for playing marbles with his little
brothers on Bunday—the magistrates very wisely dismissing the case.
But that is no reason in the world why so senseless and ridiculous a
law ghould be re-enacted here, We donot know whether Mr, Stout's
allowing the clanse to pass unopposed was s move of the Mephis-
topheles-like gort, his intention heing to discredit religion by making
it absurd—but it may well have been so, that is, if Mr, Stout could
stoop to such an action, and it is otherwisa impossible to account for
the course taken by bim. At any rate, to impose such restrictions
on the freedom of people who dissent altogether from the Puritan
notions of the Sabbath, and either hold them as & monstrous distor-
tion of the dus observance of the day as commanded by the Christian
Church, or reject: them as wholly superstitious, is to act a very unwise
and oppressive part, and one that may lead to a most undesirable
reaction. There is still some hope that the Legislative Couneil may
interfere to check the threatened mischief, and it is a case in which
their preventive influence may be very laudably exevcised,

A8 wa anticipated the Castle inquiry into the revelations made
by Casey and Philbin have simply resulted in the determined white-
washing of Bolton—that i3, on the side of him that is turned towards
the anti-Trish party—whitewash won't stick on the other side. The
Nation of Auguat 30, refers to the case as follows :—* Earl Spencer
on Baturday last wrote to his Grace the Most Rev, Dy, M'Evilly,
Archbighop of Tuam, officially informing bim that no public inguiry

would be granted to test the accuracy or inaccuracy of the statements
made by Oasey and Philbin, the informers in the Maamtraspa murder
trials, The Lord Lientenant assured his Grace that a prolonged and

searching private inguiry has been held, and that this inquiry
estjblished two things, viz.,, that Myles Joyce and the four men now
undergoing penal servitude were really gnilty, and that neither Casey
nor Philbin was in any way tempted to give false evidence, But who
proves all this? Why, the very men who are accused. It isas if &
party of cnlprits presided at their own trial, and, safier taking each
other’s evidence, returned a verdict of acquittal, George Bolton is
the chief party against whom a scrious charge is made, yet George
Bolton is held guiltless, jost becanse in the secreey of the Castle he
denies the truth of what Casey and Philbin say, Why should the
three men not be put in the witness-box and exemined and eross-
examined publicly? This is the only way in whick the trath might
be arrived at. Besides, it the Castle has such a strong case on its
side, what possible objection can there ba to the holding of a public
inquiry? George Bolton's private werd is not suficient in the minds
of the Irish people to disprove what the two informers state. If no
public inquiry is held, the Irish public will believe that Myles Joyea
was hanged illegally, and that four innocent men were transported.”

DeERUSCIATIONS of the Encyelical Humanwn Gerus continue to
be the order of the day among Freemasons and their friends, if they
reckon anyone outside of their own order as such which is somewhat
questionable. There can, however, be no doubt whatever but
that the Holy Faiher counted on the storm that must arise, and
was prepared to meet it, We are told that the Pope has been tardy
in his condemnation, but other Popes had preceded him init; that
he has written a tiresome rigmarole, but that depands on the abitity
of the particular editor to judge ; that many clergymen belong to the
society, but clergymen cannot consistently belong to a society where
the Zendavesta for example, holds a place on afievel with that accu-
pied by the Bible; that the Grand Orient of Paris has been con-
demned because of its atheism, but prominent English masons con-
tinue to make common cause with the Grand Orient, as for instance
Admiral Hewett the other day, and Masons in communion with the
Grand Orient ave still admitted fo take part in English Masonic
ceremonies ; that all Christians should worship in common the
% Bupreme Author of the Universe,” but Catholics worship the
Triune God alome; that princes and nobles belong to the order, but
there ia nothing to ensure princes and nobles agaiost deceit, indeed
the importance ascribed to their membership may make it all the
more desirable that they should be deceived. Finally the unbounded
charity of the society is vaunted, but there is every reason to believe
it to be a charity confined to the members of the Bociety only, with
those who ate or have been depeadant on them. And, indeed, if it
were g0 vast, gelf-sacrificing, and universal as it igjasserted to be, there
should be hardly any poverty left to relieve, considering the numbers
of the Freemasung, and the great wealth of many of them. That the
Bociety is cheritable within its own limita and in more ways than
one no one can deny. We have,indeed, lately had an example of this
in the tender manner with which certain wen accueed of crime in
Dablin have been treated—the men in guestion being Freamasons and

those who managed their trizls brothers in the order,
A GENTLEMAN the other day furnished a highly sensalionsl

report to oux contemporary the Otage Daily Timas concerning the
cowardly conduet of an Irish policeman who preferred to put foolish
goestions to & Chinaman ratber than attempt to stop a runaway horse
that bade fair to damage the Chinaman’s express, It turns ont, how-
ever, that the policeman was an Englishman—and we can only,
therefore, acconnt for the mistake by supposing that on hearing the
said policeman speak without dropping his h's, as many Englishmen
do, some Cockney scribe took it as a matter of course that he must be
% h'Irish,” and invented bis paragraph according to his prejudices
and breeding,

The friends of Mr. J, D, Pope, late of Lyttelfon, will be glad to
hear that he has settled in Wellington where he has found congenial
occupation on the staff of the Bvening Press. Mr, Pope s & literary’
man should soon make his mark in Wellington, as he i an accom-
plished writer, and well up to the work generally, He has in the
past furnished many weil-wriiten reports, and able articlea to the
TABLET, a8 well as to several other newspapers in the colony. In
Lyttelion Mr, Pope will be especially remembered as the founder of
8t, Joseph's choir, and as organist  the Chorch for many years. He
also was chiefly instrumeatal in establishing the brass band, and in
having the iustruments vested in the Town Couneil in trust for the
ratepayers. Hewas ag well in many other respects a useful and
energetic member of sogiety, and we bave no donbt but that he will
ere long bave secured for himself a high reputation and many
friends in his new sphere of life-—in which we wish him success.

TrE Cliptomaniac of our coatemporary the Brening Star descends
to the Limerick Police Court in search of a nasty case, in which
some fellow cheated a girl of part of her fortune and married a
richer one, in order to find an illustration of the marriage customs
of the Irish peasantry.—The dirty records of a police courf are not
however, the place in which the customs of respectable people are to
be discovered, If the geuntleman, nevertheless, who clips news for
our contemporary finds them congenial reading and thinks his sub-
;t;;ibera have no higher tastes, we shall not dispute the matter with



