
reportsduring thelast few days. If we may judgeby thelanguage
publishedconcerning that which the reporterspass overas impossible
topublish, the toutensemble must have been edifying indeed. The
Society is called the "Rational Sick and Burial Association," and
whateveritmay producein theway of burial,it must be admitted
that asrepresentedby themeetings in questionit may at least pro-
duceextremelyrational sickness.

—
Nothing canbe more disgraceful

thanthe reports towhich weallude.
Itis perhapsas a setoff against the fact of the devotion and

self-sacrifice shownby nunsandpriestsin attending on the cholera
patientsofFrance andItaly that the St. James \G-aaette publishes
certain assumedrecords narratingfeats of drunkenness and the en-
couragementgiventosuchby nunsandecclesiasticsinthemiddle ages,
and that our worthy contemporary the Dunedin Evening Herald
quotes thearticleinquestion. Doubtful records of themiddle ages
arewe know quiteasmuch evidence as the ordinary Protestant re-
quires,or,for thematterof that,can produce inorder tocounterac
the influences likely toarise fromthe admiration deservedby Catho*
lieheroismin thepresent. But the greatProtestantTradition must
bemaintainedat anycost, if only by calumniating the past in order
todivertattentionfrom thepresentevidence. Itis.neverthless,true
that Walter Mapes, or Map,Chaplain to Henry11, and commonly
calledthe " jovial Archdeacon," wrote at least one drinking song in
Leonineverse

—
but as he also wrote powerful satires in condemna-

tion ofecclesiasticalirregularitieshis transgressioninthatrespect may
perhapsbe looked uponas insomedegreemitigated. The fact,more*
over,that a poet writesadrinking song is by no meansconclusiveas
todrinking habitsonhis own part or adesire to encourage them on
thepartofothers.FatherProut,again,anotherecclesiasticby theway,
says

"A 'water-poet' is a poor creature in general." Meantime,
whatevermayhave been the accusations brought against nuns or
priestsin themiddleages there canbe butlittlesuspicionsof undue
joviality orof carousing attached to those nuns who have succeeded
oneanother,as death called upon them to do, in thejhospitals of
ToulonandMarseilles or the priests who have ministered to their
flock withoutflinching in the pestilential atmosphere of Naples.

—
But these are matters concerning whose details we shall find but
scant quotation in the columns of our contemporary the Evening
Heraldor those of any other journal that stoops topander tobigotry.

Thereport that a German firm have undertaken tosupply the
navy of their country with coal at certain islands in the South
Pacific is suggestive when weconsiderthat the annexationofAngra
Pequena followed on the settlement there of a German merchant.
There is a sentencealso inanarticlepublishedinconnection with the
asserted colonial designs of Austria by the Hamburger Naohrichten,
that seems tohavesomebearing on the case. Itis to the effect that
commeicial business must be established before its protection or
developmentcouldbe thought of. But coalingstations may well be
foundcapableof a very fulldevelopment,

Sabbatabianism is in the ascendant among us. Insection13
of the Police Offences Bill passed the other day incommittee the
followingclause occurs :— "Any person who, onSunday, ...
plays at any gameorpastime, inanypublic place,or discharges any
firearms, shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not
exceeding £10." Itis true that such silly interference with the
liberty of the people,and aboveall, with that liberty of conscience
concerning which so many boastsaremade,still obtains, as a relic of
religious oppression,in the Old Country;and,as acase inpoint, we
find thata zealous parsonbroughtayoungmanbefore the magistrates
the other day, at Clane,inKildare, for playing marbles withhis little
brothers on Sunday

—
themagistratesvery wisely dismissing the case.

But that is noreasonin theworld why so senseless and ridiculous a
law shouldbe re-enacted here. We donot knowwhether Mr.Stout's
allowing the clause to pass unopposed wasamoveof theMephis-
topheles-likesort,his intentionbeing to discreditreligionby making
itabsurd

—
butit may wellhave been so, that is, if Mr. Stout could

stoop to such anaction, andit is otherwiseimpossible to account for
the course takenby him. At any rate, to impose such restrictions
on the freedomof peoplewho dissent altogether from the Puritan
notions of the Sabbath,and either hold themas amonstrous distor-
tion of the due observanceof the day ascommanded by theChristian
Church, or reject themas wholly superstitious, is toactaveryunwise
and oppressive part, and one that may lead toa most undesirable
reaction. There is still somehope that theLegislative Council may
interfere tocheck the threatenedmischief,and itis a case in which
their preventive influencemay be very laudably exercised.

As waanticipated the Castle inquiry into the revelations made
by CaseyandPhilbin have simply resulted in the determinedwhite-
washingo£ Bolton— thatis, on the side of him thatis turned towards
the anti-Irishparty

—
whitewash won't stick on the other side. The

Nation of August 30, refers to thecase as follows ::
— '" Earl Spencer

on Saturday last wrote to bis Grace the MostRev.Dr. M'Evilly,
Archbishopof Tuam,officially informing him thatnopublic inquiry
wouldbe granted totest the accuracy or inaccuracyof thestatements
madeby Casey and Philbin, the informersinthe Maamtrasnamurder
trials. TheLordLieutenantassuredhis Grace thataprolongedand
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searching private inquiry has been held, and that this inquiry
established twothings, viz., thatMyles Joyceand the four men now
undergoingpenalservitude were reallyguilty, andthatneitherCasey
nor Pbilbinwasinany way tempted togive falseevidence. But who
provesall this? Why, the verymen whoareaccused. It is as if a
partyof culpritspresided at their own trial,and, after taking each
other'sevidence,returned a verdict of acquittal. George Bolton is
the chief party against whoma serious charge is made, yet George
Bolton is held guiltless, just because in the secrecy of the Castle he
denies the truth of what Casey and Philbin say. Why should the
three mennot beput in the witness-box and examined and cross-
examined publicly ? This is the only wayin which the truth might
be arrivedat. Besides, if the Castle has such a strong case on its
side, whatpossibleobjectioncan there be to theholding of a public
inquiry ? GeorgeBolton'sprivate w«rd is not sufficientin theminds
of the Irishpeople todisprove whatthe two informers state. Ifno
public inquiry is held, theIrish public willbelieve thatMyles Joyce
washangedillegally, and that four innocent men weretransported."

Denunciations of theEncyclicalHvmanum Genus continueto
be theorderof the day amongFreemasons and their friends,if they
reckonanyoneoutside of theirown orderas such which is somewhat
questionable. There can, however, be no doubt whatever but
that the Holy Father counted on the storm thatmust arise, and
waspreparedtomeet it. We are told that the Popehas been tardy
inhiscondemnation,but other Popes had preceded himinit; that
he has writtena tiresomerigmarole, but that depgnds on the ability
of theparticulareditor to judge; thatmany clergymenbelong to the
society,but clergymencannot consistently belong toa society where
the Zendavesta for example,holdß a place onajlevel with that occu-
piedby theBible; that the Grand Orient of Paris has been con-
demnedbecause of itsatheism,but prominent English masons con-
tinueto makecommon cause with theGrand Orient,as for instance
Admiral Hewett theother day,andMasons in communion with the
Grand Orient are still admitted to take part in English Masonic
ceremonies; that all Christians should worship in common the" Supreme Author of the Universe," but Catholics worship the
Triune God alone; that princesandnoblesbelong tothe order,but
thereis nothing toensureprincesandnobles against deceit, indeed
the importanceascribed to their membership may make it all the
moredesirable thatthey shouldbe deceived. Finally theunbounded
charity of the society is vaunted,butthere is every reasontobelieve
it tobe acharity confined to themembers of the Society only, with
those whoareor havebeendependanton them. And,indeed, if it
wereso vast,self-sacrificing,anduniversalasit is'assertedtobe, there
shouldbehardly anypoverty left torelieve,consideringthenumbers
of theFreemasons,and the great wealth of many of them. That the
Society is charitable withinits own limits and in more ways than
onenoonecan deny. We have,indeed,latelyhadanexampleof this
in the tender manner with which certain men accused of crime in
Dublinhave been treated— themeninquestionbeingFreemasonsand
those whomanaged their trials brothers in the order.

A gentleman the other day furnished a highly sensational
reporttoour contemporary the Otago Daily Tinws concerning the
cowardly conductof anIrishpoliceman who preferred toput foolish
questionsto a Chinamanrather thanattempt tostopa runawayhorse
chat bade fair to damage theChinaman'sexpress. Itturnsout,how-
ever, that thepoliceman was an Englishman— and we can only,
therefore,account for themistake by supposing that on hearing the
said policemanspeak withoutdropping his h's, asmany Englishmen
do,someCockney scribe took itas a matterof course thathe must be"hIrish," and invented bis paragraph according to his prejudices
andbreeding.

The friends ofMr.J.D.Pope,late of Lyttelton, will be glad to
hear that he has settled inWellington wherehe has found congenial
occupationon the staff of theEvening Preas. Mr.Pope as & literary
manshould soonmakehis mark inWellington, as he is an accom-
plished writer,and well up to the work generally. He has in the
past furnished many well-written reports, and able articles to the
Tablet,as wellas to several other newspapers in the colony. In
LytteltonMr. Pope willbeespecially rememberedas the founder of
St.Joseph'schoir, andas organist the Church formany years. He
also wa3 chiefly instrumeutalinestablishing the brass band, and in
having the instruments vested in the Town Council in trust for the
ratepayers. He wasas well in many other respectsa useful and
energeticmember of society,andwehave nodoubtbut that he will
ere long have secured for himself a high reputation and many
friends inhis new sphereof life— in which we wishhim success.

The Cliptomaniac ofourcontemporarytheEveningStardescends
to the Limerick Police Court in search of a nasty case,inwhich
some fellow cheated a girl of part of her fortune and married a
richer one, inorder to find an illustration of the marriage customs
of theIrish peasantry.— The dirty records of a police courtarenot
however, the placein which the customs of respectablepeopleare to
be discovered. If the gentleman, nevertheless, whoclipsnews for
our contemporary finds them congenial reading andthinkshis sub-
scribers havenohigher tastes,we shallnot dispute the matter with
him.
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