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Pablic Works Statement and the balance of the Estimates. He
qunoted from Mr. Wakeficld’s bustings speeches to show that the
provisiona of the bill were precieely those he advocated on that
oceasion, despite his attitude towards the bill now. As regarded
the 50 cent, of Iand proposed by the bill, they would be ready to
have that proposal discussed in Committee, It waa quite consistent
to do away with the RBailway Construction Act and yet take
advantage of some of the less objectionable provieions of Ghat
measure, a3 they now proposed doing. The bill was read a second
time and ordered to be committed the following day. .

Mr, ftout, Premier of New Zealand, bas informed Mr. Bervice
(says the Argus) that his Government cannot cononr in the proposal
+that they should contribute towards the re-surveying of Basa and
Banks Biraits, as suggested by the Melbourne Chamber of Commerce
and the Merchant Bbipping aud Underwriters' Asacciation. They
eonsider that according to the custom which has prevajled among
the Ausiralasian Colonies it is the duty of Victoria and Tasmania to
bear the cost ot the work, but, in concluding, Mr. Stout says:—*I
trust you will not regard this reply as evincing disinclination on the
part of New Zealand to share in all such united action on the part
of these Colonies 28 may affect matters in which they are joiatly
concerned,” 1In another communicalion Mr. Btout says that his
Government has congidered Mr, Griffith’s bill to prevent the inflax
of French eriminals into the Colonies, and thinks that it would be
better to nllow the matter to stand over until federation is achieved.

Charles Hall was drowned at Whangaton while rafting timber,

John Biratford, an old eettler, died at Wellington on Bunday,
aged 79. He arrived in the ship Caba in 1838, and was the first
dona fide settler who stepped ashore in Port Nicholson,

A number of employees connected with this journal (says the
Punedin Herald) met on Baturday evening for the purpose of pre-
senting a handsome gold locket to Mr, W. A. W, Wathen, late chief
reporter of this journal. who is about to proceed to Australia en rouie
for Eogland, Mr, H. E. Muir, on bshalf of the companionship,
#poke of Mr. Wathen’s long connection with the Press of this city,
and to the esteem in which he was held by a large number of friends
thronghout the Province, and conclezded by haping that those present
might have the pleasure of seeing the recipient at some future date.
Mr, Wathen referred to the kind relations that bad exiated between
himeelf and his co-workers and hoped to again meet and lahour
amongst those from whom he was now separating,

The Mount Idz Chrenicle states that My, Coroner Hickson held
an inquest on the body of & child named Elliot Goorge, azed two
T:m (a son of Mr. Walter George), at Little Kyeburn, on Baturday

et. The evidence went to show that the ebild had fallen into a
duck pond a foot deep. No one saw him fall into the water, and
when he was found he was lying on bis back with bhis hands raised
in the air, The top of his head was dry when the body was taken
grom the pond, An attempt was made to secure re-animation, The
Jury returned a verdict to the effect that there was no evidence to
show how the deceased got into the waterhole in which he was found,
snd that there was not sufficient testimony to prove whether he had
died from drowning or from fright,

Three of our townspeople took a trip to the Riverton beach on
Thursday (says the Sputhland News), but while there had an adven-
ture which considerably marred their snticipated enjoyment, Two
of them (ladies) took a stroll into the serub, while the other lighted
& fire, presumably for picnic purprses, In their ramble the ladies
came to an empty hat, around which several small cans, containing
what to them was a curiouns stuff, were lying. Each lady put a piece
of the phosphorns, for phosphorus it wase, in her dress pocket, and
returned to their companion at the fire. It was then noticed that
one of their dresses was smoking, and the others, thinking a spark
from the fire was causing the trouble, endeavoured to pat it ont with
their hande, Bnt the phosphorus ignited and ran over their hands,
burning them very severely. The ouly injury sustained by the lady
whose dress canght was the loss of that article and her jacket. The
party immediately retarned to town, when the two sufferers had their
painful injuries treated by a medical man.

The Wellington correspondent of the (Rage Daily Times writes
as follows :—The agpect of the political horizen, lately so calm and
unclouded, has suddenly and unexpectedly changed. A complication
has arisen which may end in nothing out of the way or result in a
very serious conflict, The first decided sign of the political distarb-
sace was made apparent to-day, when a meeting convened by Mr.
Mitchelson, st which Mr. Rolleston took a prominent part, was held,
principally to comsider the Fast and West Coast Bailway Bill,
About 25 members were present, including one or two, it is said, who
bave supported the present Government. No definite resolution was
paseed, but it is understood a eirong feeling was expressed against
allowing what roay be called the Public Worka bills of the Govern-
ment-—such as the East and West Coast Railway Bill, the West Coast
Harbour Bills, and the District Rajlways Bill—to pass until the
Public Works Statement has been brought down, The Government
apparently got wind of this meeting, and determined to take time
by the forelock by holding a Cabinet meeting. The order-paper was
rearranged 80 49 to make the Bast and West Coast Railway Bill and
the District Railways Bill the first business on the paper. And in
erder that there might be no mistake upon the matter, the Premier,
before proceeding with the orders of the day, made a Ministerial
statement to-night, in which he stated plainly that there were certain
policy bills which the Government were desirous of pushing on as
¥apidly as possible before the Public Works Statement or the Esti.
mates were gone on with. He espeeially enumerated the District
Railways Bill, East and West Coast and Nelson Railway Bill,
Government Insurance Bill, and West Coast Harboar Bills. In this
way the challenge was fairly thrown down by Mr, Btont, and it
remains to be sean how it will be taken up by the Opposition,

The steamer Massighera, which was despatched in advance up
the Nile with a cargo of cables and other gear to be nssd by the boats
in making the passage of the cataracts with the troops, has arrived
at Dongola, It is reported that two large armies of rebels are
goapching on that own,

Canada offers the Cape Goversment men and mouney if the
Imperial Government refuses o assist them in stopping aggressions
by the Boers, Information from Cape Town states that the Govern-
ment have annexed the Transkei. . .

The damage done to the Parlinmentary Buildings in Qnebec by
the recent explosion of dynamite is so serious that fully half of the
buildings will have to be rebuilt,

Tie French fleet has been prevented from entering Tamsui on
account of torpedoes having been laid aeroes the entramce to the
harbour, &nd in consequence of this they have blockaded the port.

The Powers have accepted the invitation of the German Govern-
ment to bold a conference in Berlin fer the purpose of discnssing
matters relating to the settlement of the Congo.

The Marquis of Balisbury and Lord Eeleo state that it isunlikely
the Lords will recede from the position taken op by them in regard
to the Franchiee Bill. They consider that neither portion of the
proposed reforme will be operative or have any legal effect if passed
separately, The redistribution scheme published by the Standard
utterly effaces the representation of the rural population. The Mar-
quis of Hartington has admitted that the scheme published by that
paper was drafted by a committee of the Cabinet.

‘WEDNESDAY.

In the House of representatives yesterday, Replying to Mr-
Guinness, the Hon. Mr, Btoat said £20,000 would he rvequired to
make the track from Barrytowo, Grey county, towards Brighton, and
Government did not sez its way to undertake that cost,—On the
motion of Mr, Bevan, the Hokitika Steam-tug Bill was introduced’
and read 2 fivst time.—On the motion of the Hon. Bir Julins Vogel,
the District Railways Leasing and Purchasing Bill was reported, and
on the motion for its third reading, Mr. J. W. Thomson and Mr,
Rolleston spoke against the bill. The Hon., 8ir J. Vogel, in reply,
said that not only would this bill net entail any burden on the publie,
but it would be a relief to existing burdens, In reality the bill had
been yeveived with great favour by the House. Goveroment was
bound to sce ihis matter satisfactorily settled. The public funds
wers largely invested as a security, and on that aceoont alone they
were bound to do all they conld to put the concern on a eatisfactory
focting, Tt could not be eaid that the shareholders would come well
out &f their works ; on the other hand, the ratepayers would come
well ont. Tbe House divided—nyes, 41; noes, 21,—0n the moation
of the Hon. Mr, Richardson, the Pablic Works Act Amendment Bill
was rend a second time.—The Hon. Mr. S8tout moved the second read-
ing ot the Land Act Amendment (No, 2) Bill. Farmerain gertain
parta of the country, with holdings of from 200 to 300 acres, experi-
enced great inconvenience from having no place on which to run their
stock., This bill was meant to provide for that want by allowing these
men to sectre emall runs in the adjoiping hill country, The motion
for the second reading was carried, In Committee, the Wastport
Harhour Bill waa considered and reported with the amendments made
by the Select Commitree on the bill. In Committee on the Grey-
wouth Harbour Board Bill, in replying to a proposal made by Mr,
Guinness, the Hon, Bir J, Vogel said that Government had deter.
mined to stand by the amendments recomwmended by the Select
Committee. Mr, Guinness said in that ease he wonld offer no objec-
tion to these amendments. In clanse 8 the borrowing powers
were made £150,000 instead of £100,000, the amounnt fixed
by the Committee. The bill was reported with amendments,—
In Committee on the Government Insurance Bill, 8ir G, Grey
appealed to the Government to report progress with the view of
allowing the bill to remain over till next session, so a8 to give the
Oolony an opportunity for considering the whole subject. The Hon.
Mr, Btoubt said that the matter had been before the Colony for the
last year, rnd the whole subject must have been befure the public
mind, Sir G. Grey replied that it was unfair to the country and
the policy-holders to push it through. If crealed an altogether new
department, which could not have been contemplated. In furbher
debate, the Hon, Mr. Stout said that if they allowed reasonable
progress to be made, then he would agree to progress being reported,
8ir &, Grey said that he was determined that the hill should not
proceed, and rather than allow it to be proceeded with he Wwonld talk -
all pight, The Hon. Mr. Btout said thers was no wish to unduly rush
the bill, He positively refused to withdraw the bill, and if necessary
would ask the Government supporters to remain all night. The
motion for reporting progress was put.—ayes, 9; noes, 37. Clause
4 wag passed, when the Hon, Mr. Btout moved to report progress,
which was agreed to.

The plague of rats reported by telegraph from Nelson has been
experienced also at Picton, where a late visitor (says & Wanganni
paper) stated he bad killed nearly a buudred whilst out for an after.
noon stroll, attended by three fox terriers. The rats are quitea
distinet breed from those infesting this and other waterside towns,
being a inuch smaller animal, with almost black skins. They seem to
be identical with the indigenous animal which has long since been
anpposed to be extinet in magy parts of the Colony, owing, it is said,
to the hestility of the Norwegian invader, whose depredations in this
town and district are at times most annoying. The rats at Picton
seam to come down from the hills, and are said to do so only when
very severe weather is experienced, being probably starved out by
their ordinary food supplies getting covered up by snow. They
do not affect the houses of the settlers, but content themselves in the
fields, where they do a lot of damaga to young crops, the succulent
tops of which they scem very partial to. .

Thomas Henry died at Kaikora on Monday a8 he wai being con-
veyed to Waipukurau Hospital to receive medical attendance, He
had been found in Oreo Bush, and being in a thoroughly exhausted
state was taken to the Patangata Hotel, the proprietor of wkich com-
mupicated with the police at Waipawa, He was brought to Kaikora,
but died at the railway-station while waiting for the train from
Nupier. An inguest was held yesterday afterncon, when the jury
returned a verdict of * Death from exposure and starvation, accelers
ated by drink.” Deceased had been frequently before the local Court
for drankenness, and some two or three months ago was remanded
for medical examination on a charge of lunacy, but was afterwards
dismissed,



