
Sir Hercules Robinson, Governorof Cape Colony, threatens toresignunless adecisive British policy inregard to Bechuanaland isannounced.
WEDNEStU

Mr. Macandrew (says the Wellington correspondent of theDaily Times)has aplanby which h3 proposes not only to relieveNew Zealand of unemployed, but also to alleviate the distress oftheHighland crofters,of whosehardshipssomuch has recentlybeensaid in theHomepapers. Hehas givennotice to-day of twomotionswith these objects inview. Thefirst is to the effect that inasmichas therearemillionsof acresof Crown landsin the Colony capable
of supporting an industrialpopulation,the House is of opinion thatthereshouldbenounemployedinNewZealand,and thatitiadesirable
that such persons shouldbe enabled to obtain a free grant of landtothe extentof 10 acres for each maleadult uponsimilarterms andconditions to those provided by the Auckland homesteadsystem;
such allotments to be near labour markets andrailway and watercarriaga. His second motion, of which he also gavenotice to-day,
is to theeffectthata special settlement of 10,000 acres be formed
between Catlin's River and Waikawa, which Mr. Macandrew con-
siders specially suitable for ■the Highland crofters. The motioaproposesthata thirdof the land shouldbe set apartformaking free
grants to the crofters in the proportion of 10 acres to each family,
andthat the remaining two-thirds be openedfor sale to the settlers
at amoderatepriceper acre.

A public indignation meeting has been held at Cambridge to
protestagainst theactionof the Governmentindelaying from time
to time the opening of the Cambridge railway. .In the House of Representatives yesterday, Sir George Grey
gavenotice thathe would introduce abill providing for the appoint*
xnent of aParliamentaryUnder-secretaryof State.

—
The Hon. Sir J,

Vogelgave notice thathe would introduce the Greymouth andWest-
portHarboursConstruction Bill.

—
The Hon.Sir J.Vogelgave notice

tomoveon Friday
— " That inasmuch as the Californianservice and

the directsteamers afford the quickest means of communication to
and from GreatBritainand New Zealand, and mail matter brought
or sent by way of Briudisi entails a considerable loss, thisHouse is
of opinionthat the rateson letters to and from Great Britain by
way of Brindisi should be raised to Is the half-ounce, and
othermail matter in proportion;and thatif there is a difficulty in
levying the additionalcharge in Great Britain the same should be
collected here."

—
The followingbills were introducedandread a first

time :Toamend thelaw relating toContempt of Court(Sir G. Grey);
Gold Duties Act 1872 and 1882 Amendment (Mr. Seddon).— The
Public RevenuesBill No.2passed through allits stages.— -The debate
oi theFinancial Statement wascontinued.

Since making theprotestin conjunction with Austria andGer-many against the suspensionof the law of liquidation asnotifiedby
Nuba? Pasba, the French Governmenthas further considered the
question, aud has now entrusted SI. Barriere, its Minister at the
Egyptian Court, to formally demand the withdrawalof theproclama-
tion ani the recognitionof the functionsof the Caisse de laDette as
by appointedthedecree of theKhedivein 1880.

The English Press generally are advocatingan increase in the
navy.

Inconsequenceof the frequent occurrence of riots, the city of
Brussels is virtually inastateof siege.

Intelligence has been received that the steamer conveying
detachments of theRoyal Sussex Regiment has successfully passed
the third cataract of the Nile. The troops have since- arrived at
DoDgola. LordWolseleyhas advisedthattworegimentsunderordersto proceedfrom Malta to Egypt should be stopped,as their services
are not likely tobe requiredthere. TheFrench Consul atKhartoumtelegraphs thatthe vicinity of that town has been freedof rebels,
and thathe isabont to leave forDongola withMr.PowerandColonel
Stewart. The latest intelligence from the Soudan states that the
Mahdiis about to resume the offensive, and,since the siegeof Khar-toum, hasbeenengaged ingatheringanarmy of rebel troops,which,
in consequetice of General Gordon's continued successes, is abontto bedespatchedagainstKhartoum.

Thxjbsday.
In the House of Representatives yesterday, Sir George Grey

gavenotice thathewouldintroduce abilltomakechangesin the Con-
stitution.—Replying to Mr.Duncan, theHon. Mr.Ballancesaidstepswouldbe taken as soon as possible to open for deferred-payment
agricultural settlement about 7,000 acres of land adjacent to the
Kurow railway-station.

—
The following bills were introduced and

read a first time:To provide for the appointmentof a Parliamen-
tary Undersecretaryof State j toprovide that Justicesof thePeacebeelejtedby the people (Sir George Grey),— Mr. Steward movedthatareturnbe laidbefore theHousegiving particularsof allmoneyspaidby the Governmentinconnectionwith theDunedinGaolinquiry

naturalresultof the audacityof acriticism whicheffectsto mistakeprndent finance for aheadlongrush in'o limitlessdebt,and pretendsto take vigorousclearness for a jumble of obscurities. Itis the ob-vious consequence of the position Mr. Wakefield occupies in theminds of honourable members on both sides of the House. TheHouse was not convincedby Mr. Wdkefield's amusing fun anddis-ordered fancy,simply becauseeveryman who heard him knew per-fectly well thatif he had happened to beon the Governmentbenches,all thateloquence would hare been displayed in favour of the State-ment, which he wouW have contrived to seein a prudential light,
?? », II11I1 Vo^ ?j hterary meri* and statesmanlike comprehension.
IfMr. Wakefield wants to find politicians who trust him, he hadbetterbetake himself to that Arafura Sea he is so fond of talkingabout. The innocent savageintellect,aslong as the indolentsavagebody isnot fed uponfrozen mutton from New Zealand,might granthim the appreciation which is denied here to his stable qualities.
v6.^.00?®* 11*1,1116 ccrantryhave anobviousreasonfornotplacing im-plicit faith inhim. Therefore, the real interestin the disenssion ofJnday night centres in the speechesof the Treasurerand his chiefopponent.

A veryiich parcelofspecimens from the Prince ImperialmineThames, wascrushedonFriday,16 cwt of stone producing 196 ozs.gold.
The bodyof M'Namarawasextricated from the tunnelat CapeLerrace athalf-past 2o'clock on Sunday morning, and brought toKumara. Death must have been instantaneous, as the neck wasbroken, the skullfractured,and the bones inone leg broken in twoplaces. At theinquest a verdictof "Accidentaldeathby thefall oftimber andearth wasreturned. Bobanisat theHospital,and stillsuffering fromhis injuries.
The following items of Ross mining news are fromthe RossMercury :— « On Thursday last, word was received from the miningmanagerof the William Tell claimat Cedar Creek, that rich quartzhad been struck at a distance of 10 feet from where the winze is

situated. We wereinformed by a party whocamedown from thereefs onThursday, that a small piece of quartz from the Comstock,!?'" a- " n crushed and yielded a very good return; also that
goodindicationshadbeenmetwithinthe SlievenoreLease. Assoonasthe weatherclearsup, Mr. Murray,DistrictSurveyor, intends leaving
with his party,tosurvey the remaining leases applied for at CedarCreek. r

)
A draper in Wellingtonwhohadagreed toclose his premises ata o clock onSaturdays,and who broke the agreement, is being made

the subject of demonstration at thehandsof the Wellington Early-closiug Association. Last Saturday a brass bandparadedinfront of
his shop,playing the"Dead March," etc. A thousand persons col-
lected outside, and agooddealof badinagewasindulgedin. Speechesweremadein favour of earlyclosing. A demonstrationis tobe held
each luesday andThursday evening.

A contemporarygives thefollowing list of the cost of crushing
quartz on the various Queensland goldfields :— Gympie, 8s 6d perton;Palmer, 12s 6ii to 20s;Hodgkinson, 15a to20s; Mulgrave, 20s
to2os;Ktheridge, 203to 30s;ChartersTowersandCape,12s to los;
Kavenswood. 5858 to 10a; Peak Downs, 12s 6d to 143; Nebo, 20s to
dOs :Rockhampton district, 16s to 20s ;Tenningeringdistrict,20s.The Telephone ha3the following:

—
A peculiar circumstanceoccurred a few days since. A young lady,nowresiding inAuckland,wassuffering from painsat thebackof the head,but the cause wasnever ascertained until lately. About 12 or 13 years ago aladj-bird got intoherearandcaused her greatpain,butitgraduallywore off, an1the beetle was forgottenuntila few days ago,whenthepaiusreturned toherearand in probin? it the shell of a lady-

birdcame out, it having been in her head during this number ofyears.
Constable Cartmill, stationed at Sheffield, Canterbury, whilecrossing the railway after dark on Saturday, was knocked downand run overby a truck whichwas being shuntedon toanother line.

He received injuries to bis groin, and hadoae thighbroken. Hediedin theHospitalat noon to«day.
At the Thamesgoldfields (saysanexchange) mining has shownanimproved tone,especially inthe outside districts of Karagahape(where in 1875 there wasagreat rush;,OtunuiandTapu. Thelatterdistrict inthe early days of gold-mining gave excellent results, but

latterlyhas beenalmost deserted. Working parties areagain takingup the ground witnencouragingprospects. The yieldof goldfor themonth is over SUOOozs., which, considering the inclemeny of the
weather dating thepast month, is consideredhighly satisfactory.

The Wellington correspondentof theLyttelton, 7lines says thedebate ia reckoned as tfood as overalready,and with the anticipa-
tory habitsof men wholiveinthefast wayof the world nowadays,
a few arebeginning tolook forwardto thePublic WorksStatement,and
farther still, to the prorogation. Should there not ariseany large
storm aftertheHon.Minister of Public Works has had his say, thefinish of the session is looked fcr in about one month from now.
Somesaymore andsome cay less ;but that is about the average.
Many southern members are so satisfied that there is no serious
party question likely to arise, that they are goinghome fora few
days.

The limesasserts thatthe Crown hasanundoubted right to all
the goldfound inVictoria.

Serious Nationalistic riots have occurred at Castle Willan,
CountyDown. Severalrioterswerewoundedby thepolice, and the
police barracks were wrecked by the mob. Many arrests were
made.

Itis reportedthat aBritish officialhas removedtheflagstaffand
German flag whichDr.Nacbtigal recentlyformally hoistedat one of
Cameron'scalling B^tiqns on the West Coast of Africa. The report
bag occasionedcomUlejpbte excitement inBerlin.

Religious troubles continue inNewfoundland. On August 29
hundreds of Orangemen attackedthe RomanCatholic Church yacht
at HenleyHarbour, and threatened the missionary, Father Lynch,
withdeath. They toredownthe Papalflag, and smearedthe vessel
withtar.

Friday, September26, 1884. NEW ZEALAND TABLET
News of the Soudan states that the Egyptian forces haveoccupied Halfayah; that the town of Senair is safe } and tireShaggies country tranquil,many of the chiefs swearing to abandonEl Mahdi.
Mr.Stuart, Premier of New South Wales, replying to Mr. Ser-vice'scommunication reNew Guinea annexation,states tint he doesnot concurin theproposalto againurge LordDsrby to take imme-diates'eps for the establishmentof a protectorateover New Guineaand thePacificislands. Mr. Stuart considers the time inopportuneandaltogetherunsuitable. He statedthat he was actuated princi-pally by adesire to look upon the questionin a broad light, and toadopt,that lineof actionby which theColonies would be most likely

toaccomplish theobject they had at heart. He was most desirousthat this should be done effectively,but with the leastembarasjmentpossibleto the interestsof the wholeEmpire.
Arrangements have b?en made for sculling matches betweenClifford andHanlanonFebruary 7,Clifford and Beach on February28, and HanlanandBeach on March 28. The final match betweenClifford andHanlan, if victorious,willtakeplace onApril 18.An electricLaunch for Australia his beensuccessfully triedonthe Thames.
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