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AT HOME AND ABROAD,

of Christianity. How natural thehabit is comesout incidentallyinoneof thePrincess Alice's letters. *Ernie
'
[her eldest boy] 'always

prays forFrittio, and talks to me cf him when we walktogether.'
Andwith equalnaturalness Tennyson, in his Ode on the Duke ofWellington, prays for the soulof thegreatCaptain. The reader willremember,too,abeautifulpassagein theMorte a"Arthur, wherethe
duty of praying for the dead is argumentatively enjoined in theperson of thepoet'shero :—*Prayfor mysoal. More thingsare wrougbtbyprayer

Thanthis worlddreams of,whereforelet tliy voice
'*

Riselikoafountain formenightand day.
For whataremenbetter thansheep or goats
That nourishablindlife withinthebrain,
If,knowingGod,they lift notbands of prayer
Both for themselvesand those who call them friend?
Forbo the wholeworldroundis everyway
Boundbygoldchainsabout the feet of Ood.'

The fact is we all pray for the dead— at leastalllovinghearts do.
When ourbelovedpass away fromus we follow them withour long-
ing thoughts;wespeculateon theircondition and their workin the
world unseen;we wish them well. Ani what is a wishbutan
anexpressedprayer? 'Every good and holy desire,' saysHooker,' though it lack the form,hathnotwithstandingin itselfthesubstance
and withHim the force,of a prayer,"Who regardeth the very moan*
ings and sighs of theheart of man.' Introth, to forbid prayersfor
the deadis toundermine the doctrine of prayers for the living."
Our quotationis takenfrom an articleon the Princess Alicewritten
in theFortnightly Reviewby the Rev. Malcolm M'Coll, and itmay
surprisemany of our readers to find such an expression of opinion
coming from a Protestant pen. What part of the Church's creed,
in fact,has been moreridiculed or more condemnei by the Protes-
tant worldgenerally than that connected withprayers for thedead?
From thetime of the Reformation, whencountless endowmentsleft
by pious and charitable people in order that Mas<es for their own
souls and thoseof others might be perpetually offered, were plun-
deredby greedy apostates,down to the latest hoar at whichan anti«
Catholic boanergeshas thundered at Kxeter Hall, theCatholicdoc-
trine in question has been most violently,and evenmostbrutally,
assailed. Yet, now we are told by a Protestant divine that the
instinct that prompts to such prayers is auniversalsentimentof
humanity, and tbat torefrainfrom prayers for the deadis tothreaten
the doctrineof prayers for the living.— The Cburch, then,according
to this high Protestant testimony,has been right all these ages in
whichshe bas beenso grossly condemnei,— andiProtestantism has
beendenouncing the tiuth and stands convicted of having robbed
the deadof theprayers that were their due, as well as bound the
humanheartincruelchains thatcurbed andBtunteditsmost holy feel-
ings.

—
But a belief in theprayersof theliving for the deadolmost in

volvesabelief intheprayersofthe dead for theliving,andmuchmore,
and that section of theProtestant world that accepts the onebelief
bidsfair toaccept the others also.— Let us hope that the gratitude
of the holy souls, no longer neglected, and the intcrcesaionoE the
saints nolonger abhorred,may obtain for the worldin questionthe
graceof a full conversion.

Under the title of "Official OpUmism," in the
A failure Contemporary Review for July, Mr. Francis Peek,
through chairman of the Howard Association, brings a

central'SATiojt.heavy indictment against the prison system of
England, and traces to the centralisation andsecrecy which obtaininconnectionwith itmany evils and abuses.

If itbo true,asho saysit is, that crinn is diminishing, the causes
must be asciibed tosomething else, he maintains, than the discipline
of theprisons— for that is sufficiently illu-strat<dby the numerous
andheavy offences committed by discharged iris mers— a complete
proof of its inefficient nature being furnished especially by the
reportfor 1882of the Medical Inspector of Her Majesty's Prisons,
inwhich itis stated that the 21,917 habituU criminals eiuraerated
in theprisoncensus hadeach incurred,on at» average, four previous
convictions.— As to the systemof criminaltreatment, the first fault
is attributedby the writer to thelaw, which makes no provision tor
cumulativepenaltiesfor repeatedoffjnces.— A measure,nevertheless,
which, if wemay juds?e by the outcry somewhat artificially raisaiamong ourselves at theadditionalsentencesgivenby certainVisiting
Justices, would hardly find favour in the eye3of a tender-hearted

It once happened, to our knowledge, that two
A queer charitable and pious ladie3 were discussing withmission, much self-congratulation the good deedthey had

performed in rescuing a certain clown from thetemptations that surroundedhim,and setting him upcomfortably inaIces exciting line of life. A lady, however, who did not pass for
being especially pious,stoodby, andshe causedsome slight disturb-
anceby quietly but suggestively inquiring—" And whois nowclown
in his place ?

"
We have been reminded of this by an article in

which the SaturdayReviewdeals with the effortsof oneMissBarlee,who,itBeems,has been occupiedin the rescue of childrenemployed
in the acting of the pantomimeon theLondonstage— oneonly out
of ten of those who apply being engaged. But while the nine
rejectedare apparently left to their fate unheeded, the chosen one
has been made the obj*3t of solicitude, and the aim of a work of
conversion. Miss B^rlee has writtena bosk on the subject, anddedicateditappropriately to Lori Shaftesbury, and the Saturday
Reviewcuts up thebook, the work,and MissBarlee all together, in
averyamusing manner,suggesting that there is a donbtful kindness
in taking awsy children from an occupation, that will alwaysendure, whateverparticularchildren maybe takenaway from it, in
order that they may,at aninfinitely reduced rateof wages,be Ret to
maVe matchboxesorrollupblacklealinpaperparcele. "Pantomimechildren, wehear," says theReview, " like their life and their pro-
fession. So fewof us whohaveany profession like our lives, thatit
seems really cruel to diminish the number of the contented by
meansof illuminated texts

"
(oneof the instrumentsof conversion)."Yet an imp's life is not alwaysahappy one. These little artists

delight in taking the partsof animals, especially when twochiliren
go tomakeup onebeast. But even here the head has to be kept
thrown back for along time, aLd,of course, theheatmust be intense" Much endurance has to be borne by children,' siys oar honts
voyager into pantomime land,admitting,by the way, that 'no one
in thepresentstateof the labour market, denounces the occupation
as wrong.' Thus it appears that morality depends on the state of
the labour market. An opposite and sterner viewmust beheldby
the owners of the 'Christian influences' which converted the
ministering Demon (one of the children mentioned). The real
cruelty comes in whenapoor childhas become perfect as a wolf or
a crab, but has outgrewn his crab-sbellor bis wolf-skin, 'To 6ave
thepurchase of anew skiu, the child is forcedintoanoldone,' than
which noform of meannesscan be moredetestable. Sometimes, too,
a Blue Fiend with bat wings anda forked tail has been found
writhing benea'hthe caneof a cruel mistress. The Blue Fiend bad
outgrown its wings, and could not nutter naturally in thecircum-
stances. No training is needed for a wave, whomerely runs abouton
all-fours under apaintedocean,andearns three andsixpence for this
delightful form of industry." Such are the occupations and the
sufferings of the children to whose reclamation Miss Barlee has
devotedherself. Ihenine rejected for the onechosen, meantime, as
we said,being allowed to grow upuninterfered with, and abandoned
to the guidance of the dispositionthatwouldhavemade them"panto-
mimeimps"—

had they beenfortunate enough to secure the opening
they sought. But do we not find in this lady's devotion someindicationof themotive that seems to inspire many self-appointed
heraldsof the Gospel— that is the desireof distinguishing themselves
and comingbefore the public inconnection with something that is

unusual, remarkable, or interesting in someparticular manner?—
For that is undoubtedly acommon incentive to missionary under-
takings on the part of our friends theEvangelicals." The heartsearches for its vanished kindred, and
hope FOB the it will not beSieve thatthey cease tobe,or that its

PBOTESTANT interest in themor theirs in it is broken. Itis a
world. universal Eentiment of humanity wbich has sur-vived,and willsurvive,all thesophistriesof specu-

lation.. . . . And it is the same instinct whichprompted the
customof praying for thedead— a custom which prevailed andstill
prevailsamong the Jews, and which pervades the earliest literature
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