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Current Topics

AT HOME AND ABROAD,

It onco happened, to our knowledge, that two
A QUEER  charitable and plous ladies were discussing with
MIS8I0N, much self-congratalation the good deed they had
performed in rescaing & certain clown from the
lemptalions that gurrounded him, and setting him up comfortably in
2 less exciting line of life. A lady, however, who did not paes for
being especially pious, stood by, and she cansed some slight dis'urb-
ance by guietly but suggestively inquiring—* And who is now elown
in his place?” We have been reminded of this by an article in
which the Saturday Review deals with tha efforts of ona Miss Barlee,
who, it seems, has been occupied in the rescus of children employed
in the acting of the pantomime on the London stage—one only ont
of ten of those who apply being engaged, But while the nine
rejected are apparently left to théir fate unhzeded, the chosen one
bas been made the obj2ot of solicitude, and the aim of & work of
conversion. Miss Barles has written a bask on the smbject, and
dedicated it appropriately to Lord Bhaftesbary, and the Saéurday
Hevizw euts np the book, the work, and Miss Barles all together, in
A very amusing manner, suggesting that thers is a donbttul kindness
in taking away children from an occupation, that will always
endure, whatever particnlar children may be taken away from it, in
order that they may, at an infinitely reduced rate of wages, be set to
maks match boxes or roll up black leai in paper parcels. * Pantomime
children, we hear,” says the Review, * ke their life and their pro-
fession. Bo few of us who have any profes<ion like oar lives, that it
seems really ornel to diminish the nomber of the contented by
means of illuminated texts " (one of the instroments of conversion),
“Yet an imp's life is not always a happy ome, These little artists
delight in taking the parts of animals, especially when two childrea
go to make up one beast. But even here the head has to be kept
thrown back for a Jong time, aLd, of courze, {he heat must be intense
* Mock endurance hes to be borae by children,’ siys oar hones
voyager iuto pantomime land, admitting, by the way, that ‘ no one
fn the present state of the labour market, denonnces the oceupation
as wrong.' Thus it appears that morality depends on the state of
the labonr market. An opposite and sterner view must be held by
_the owners of the *Christian influences’ which converted the
ministering Demon (one of the children mentioned), The real
cruelty comes in when a poor child bas become perfect as a wolt or
a crab, but has outgrcwn his erab-shell or his wolf-gkin, ¢ To save
the purchase of a new skiu, the child is forced into an ol one,” than
which no form of meauness ¢an be more detestable, Sometimes, 100,
2 Blue Fiend with bat wings and s forked tail has been found
writhing beneath the cane of a cruel mistress, The Blue Ficnd bad
vutgrown its wings, and could net flutter naturally in tbe circem-
stances. No training i3 needed for a wave, who merely runs about on
all-fours under & painted ocenn, and earns three and sixpence for this
deliphifu] form of industry.” Such are the cccupations and the
sufferings of the childrea to whose reclamation Miss Barlee bas
devoted herself. The nine rejected for the one chosen, meantime, as
we said, being allowed to grow up uninterfered with, snd abandoned
to the guidance of the disposition that would have made them © panto-
mime imps "—had they been fortunate enough to secure the opening
tbey sought, But do we npot find in this lady's devotion some
indication of the motive that seems to inapire many self-appointed
beralds of the Gospel—that i5 the desire of distingnishing themselves
and coming before the publie in connectivn with something that is
unuaual, remarkable, or interesting in some particular mannerf--
For that {8 undoubtedly a common incentive to mig-ionary under-
takings on the part of our friends the Evangelicals.

“ THE beart searches for its vanished kindred, and

HOPE FOR THE it will not be!icve that they cease to be, or that its

PEROTERTANT inferest in them or theirs in it is broken. Itisa
WORLD, nniversal gentiment of homanity which has sor-
vived, and will survive, all the sophistrics of specu-

lation. . And it is the same instinet which prompted the

custom of praying for the dead—a custom which prevailed and still
prevails among the Jews, and which pervades the eatliest literature

+of Christianity. How ratural the habit fs comes out incidentally in
one of the Princess Alice's letters, ¢ Ernie' [her eldest boy] ‘always
prays for Frittio, and talks to me of him when we walk togather,’
And with cqual natnralness Tennyson, in his Ode on the Dube of
Wellington, prays for the soul of the great Captain, The reader will
remember, too, a besutiful passage in the Morts &' Arthur, where tha
duty of praying for the dead is argumentatively enjolned in the
peraon of the poet’s hero :—
*Pray for miy soul. More things ave wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of, wherefore let thy voice
Itise lke o fonntain for me night and day.
For what are men bebter than shesp or goats
That nourish s blind life within the brain,
1f, knowing God, they lft not hends of prayer
Both for themselvesand thoss who call them friend ?
For g0 the whole world round is every way
Bound by gold chalng abont the feet of Jod.*
The fact s we all pray for the dead—=at least al} loving hearts do.
When our beloved pass away from us we follow them with our long-
ing thoughts ; we speculate on their condition and their work in the
world unseen ; we wish them well. And what is a wish but an
nnexpressed prayer? ° Every good and holy destrs,’ says Hooker,
¢ though it lack the form, hath notwithstanding in itself the mbstanca
and with Him the force, of a prayer, Who regardeth the very moan.
ings and sighs of the heart of man,’ In truth, to forbid prayers for
the dead is to undermine the doctrine of prayers for the living,"”—
Our quotstion is taken from an articls on the Princess Alice written
in the Fortnightly Review by the Rev. Malcolm M'Coll, and it may
surprise many of our readers to find such an expression of opinion
coming from a Protestant pen. What part of the Churoh's creed,
in fact, hae been more ridiculed or more condemnel by the Protes-
tant world generally than that connected with prayers for the dead ?
From the time of the Reformation, when countless endowments left
by pious and chariiable people in order that Mas:es for their own
souls and those of others might be perpetoally offered, were plun-
dered by greedy apostates, down to the latest bour at which an anti
Catholic boanerges bas thundered at Fxeter Hall, the Catholic done
trine in question has been most violently, and even most bratally,
assailed. Yet, now we are told by a Protestant divioe that the
instinct that prompts to sach prayers is a oniversal eentiment of
humanity, and that to refrain from prayers for the dead is to threaten
tbe doctrine of prayers for the living.—The Chureh, then, according
to this high Protestani testimony, bas been right all these ages in
which sbe bas been so grossly condemnel,—and {Protestantism has
been denouncing the tiuth and standa convicted of having robbed
the dead of the prayers that were their due, as well as bound the
homan heart in cruel chains that eurbed and stunted its most Loly feels
ings.—But a belief in the prayers of the living for the dea? olmost in
volvesa belief in the prayers of the dead for the living, and much more,
and that aection of the Protestant world that accepis the one belief
bids fair to accept the others also,--Let us hope that the gratitude
of the holy souls, no longer neglected, and the intcreession of the
saints no longer abhorred, may obtain for the world in question the
grace of a full conversion,
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UNDER the title of “Official Opfimism,” in the

A FAILURE  Coutemporary Review for July, Mr. Francis Peck,
THROUGH  chairman of the Howard Association, brings a
CENTBAL'SATION, heavy indictment againsé the prison system of
England, and traces to the centralisation and

secrecy which obtain in connection with it many evils and abuses,—
If it be troe, ad he says it is, that crim3 §s diminishing, the causes
must be asciibed to something olse, he maintaing, than the discipline
of the pricons—for that iz suffleienily illustratcdd by the numerous
and heavy offences committed by discharged | vis mers—a complate
proof of its inefficient nature being furnished especially by the
repoxt for 1882 of the Medical Inspactor of Her Majesty's Prisons,
in which it is stated that the 21,917 habiturl criminale enamerated
in the prison census bad each incurred, on an average, four previous
convictions,—As to the aystem of c¢riminal treatment, the first fanlt
is attributed by the writer to the law, which makes no provision for
cumulative penalties for repeated off :nces,—A measure, nevertheless,
which, if we may judge by the ontery somewhat artificially raisad

among ourselves ab the additional sentences given by certain Visiting
Justices, would hardly find favour in the eyes of a teoder-heartad



