
Vol.XII.— No.20. Price 6n.<
'

AT HOME AND ABROAD.
Current Copies microbe, infinitesimally small, andj purless, but which, neverthe-less, lie has been able toobserve,anc, aoerning whichhehas gained

a good dealof information, and, let, Jhope, of useful information.
He has discovered that moisture ""''necessary to the life of theanimalcule,and that dryness or high temperature destroys it, and
consequently he advises that such wateronly shall be drunk as has
been boiled,or.is slightlymineral, or has come from places distantfrom the seat of infection. He also recommends that food of all
kinds maybe wellcooked,that infected rooms may be closed ancf'dried, and that dust may be preferred to damp. He does not, how-
ever,profess tohave discovereda methodof destroying the microbe,
a9he claims tobe anobserveronly andnota healer,leavingtoothers
the task of profiting by his observations in finding a cure. The'
immediate cause of the disease, he says, is the presence of the
microbe in the greatintestine, whereitmultiplies ad infinitum, and,
among the effects of its presence, secretes a poison which causes a
stateof thebody thatproduceseholcra. Itis, however, objected to
Dr.Koch's theory that inoculation has not produced the cholera in
the case of variousanimals that havebeensubjected to the operation
in question,andhence itis deniedby some doctors that the microbe
is the sourceof the evil ascribed to it. For our own part, again,
although wedonot profess to be by anymeans an authority on the
subject, the theoryof the microbeappears tousof someinconsistency
with the statement of Dr. Koch that the disease had probably been
brought to Europeby anEnglish merchant vessel,whoseofficers had
falsified thelogandhushedup the deaths that had occurred during
thepassage, for, supposing the microbe to exist in the ship, the
cholera could hardly have ceased there even for a time, and soas to
enable the officers to practise the veryshameful deceit attributedto
them;and the accusation,by the way,hardly speakshighly for the
estimationin which British seamen are heldbycontinental Europe.
We arequiteprepared to find, then, that the microbe discovered by
Dr.Koch is a consequence oranaccompanimentof thedisease"rather
than its causej although thehopestill remains thathe maysucceed
in fully proving his point,and so pave the way for the extermination
of one of the most grievous scourgeß that have as yet afflicted the"
humanrace.

We find that we werea littlepremature last week
inaccreditingMr.Clifford Loyd withadesire tosave
the fair fame of Englandby patting anend to the
excessive and more fully murderous methods of

punishment employedinEgyptian gaols. Themeasureindeed,would
not have been very remarkable for itshumanity had itbeenadopted
for such a purpose asthat weallude to,and theuse of the kourbash,
as winked at by Mr.Clifford Loyd, might still have been sufficient
/jfcir the needs of all ordinary torturers,butthe factis,as SirP. Benson
jMaxwellexplainsin"the Times, thatthe cessation of the more bar-
barous methods was not due by any means to Mr. Loyd,and the
direct contrary was,in fact, the truth:— "The moment," writes Sir
BensonMaxwell," that Mr.Lloyd obtained the management of the
gaols, he re-instated thekourbash, contrary to law,and. contrary (as
soon asIheard of it, in March) to my repeated protestations. I
protested,not simply because it was in breach of the law, ia my
opinionunnecessary, andadministered so as to leave the prisoners
virtually at the uncontrolled discretion of mere subordinate gaol
officials;butbecauseIconsidered ita shame and a reproachto our
country that the very moment an Englishman was trusted with
authority,he should takeup that implement of cruelty and torture
which theEgyptian or Turk had just laid down, at the request of
one whowasanhonour to his country for it,Lord Dufferin." It is
not then, the abolitionof thekourbash that is due to Mr. Clifford
Loydbut its re-introduction, amatter that accords much more with
theknowledgeof that gentleman's character which we had obtained
from his career in Ireland.— And, as we might have divined, the
heavy, cutting, whip in question was appliedon the authority of his
wink for veryslender reasons

—
insolence towards a gaoler or warder,

or quarrelling among the prisoners, was so punished,andSir Benson
mentionsan instance in which six men weie flogged for sending a
petition complaining of their "English treatment" direct to the
Minister of the Interiorrather thanthrough thegaoler andtheundei-
Secretary. Sir Benson Maxwell meantime who was the officer
appointndby theKhedive was shut out from theprisons whereitwas
his business to inquire into irregularities and unjust punishments,
and Mr. Clifford Loyd made himself complete master there.

— "Un-
fortunately,"adds Sir Benson. " the evil which men do sometimeß
lingers after Ihcua. Mr,Loyd's methodshave lingered in the gaols.
Again,at the endof May,Ifoundhis deputy,Dr.Crookshank, order-
ing floggings inCairo, bymereverbalorders, leavingno tracebehind;
andagainIwas metwith a defiance of my authority to inquire into
such doings. The gaoler had received the doctor's instructions to
answerno question and show nopapers to theProcureur-General(i.e.
thewriter). Only one step more was wanting in this downwaid
spread of contumacy and disorder; that the gaoler himself should
become his own legislator, and after wielding his kourbash at his
pleasureon theKhedive's subjects within theprison walls, defy the
authority of the Khedive's chief law officer. Nubar Pasha would
haveeradicated this spiritby thedismissal of the offender, but his
arm wasstayed. Itwas time thatIwithdrew from the scandalou8

*«cene of English lawlessness and licence. Iplacedmy resignation inJkubar'shandsandleftEgypt." Wefind,then,thatMr.CliffordLoydhas
.Loroughly followedup his Irish methods withregard to Egypt, act-
iiig there with autocratic insolence and grosa and brutal cruelty

:tpublishing tothe world a tale that exhibits him as a champion
rjtmercy and humanity, for such is the usual course of the English

rofficialin Ireland.
—

Well have the Irishnewspapers dubbed this hero[ "kourbashLoyd,"and long mayhe live toenjoy, as he adorns, theLitle.
Thbbe is at least one circumstance attendant on
the present epidemic of cholerainEurope which
has somehopeattached to it. That is theexistence

of some possibility that the alleged discoveries of Dr. Koch, the
iGerroan savant anddevotee of science, may be so followed up as to
result ina cureor a preventive for the fell diseaseinquestion. Dr.
Koch pretendsto havefoundthe causeof thecholera ina microscopic

Whatever Ministry may eventually obtain the
victory there is one matter inparticular that itis
to be hoped will not escape their notice, but to
■which their earnest attentionmaybe directed with-

out delay or prejudice. That is thelate changesmadein themanage-
ment of thegaolatDanedin, and whichcan hardly,be looked upon
as by any meanssatisfactory or 6uch as should remain untouched.
Towardsthe gaolatDunedin, as it existed before the inquiry con-
ducted by Messrs. Whitefoord and Curtis— with theardent assistance
of the accomplished CaptainHume and the sanctified Mr. Torrance*
especially called to the service of the prisoners,and separated by a
strong lather of soft-so.ip for the work, there werevariousminds and
nonp. of them very favourable. There was themini of the fashion-
able world as representedespecially by the Inspector— to whom, a9
we know, there seemed to be a necessity for Italiannomenclature,
kid glovesof the most delicate tints possible,aad the goose-stepper-
f jrmedinpatent leather boots, or, as, figuratively speaking, it might
be practised, let us say, by a tip-top Polish gander. This mind
could not bear to see the prison controlled and managed, however
excellently, by a merebody of men whohad gone so far through lifa
satisfied with doing hard work in a conscientious and complete
manner, and who, although they had deserved admirably of the
Government and the public, failed in those elegant observances
necessary to the delight of refined circles. None of the peculiar"

sweetnessand light
"

necessary tosend the thievesandpick-pockets
whohadfulfilled their termout to qualify themselves for another term
in the guise of dancing-masters or fashionable coiffeurs could be
expectedtoflow from them, but thieves andpick-pockets must return
fromtheir presence tosociety qualified only topursue theiraccustomed
tradeintheiraccustomedmanner.There was,again, thepiousmind that
felt theneed of moreunctuoussurroundings for theprisoners, andwas
resolvedat any cost,andevenat the expense of whosesoevercharacter
itmightbe, tosave them, without the aid,however, of the big drum,
but fully capable of supplying in some other and equally effective
.way for tho 'vantof that vociferoufe instrument of salvation* And
ishot thesalvationbornof well-applredsoft-goapcalculatedtoproveas.
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