
beentaken fromhuhead in the interval. An inquest will probablybe held.
There is is a itory going round thelobbies(says the Wellington

correspondent of the Daily Times) in reference to Mr. Thomson'sinterviewwith Sir GeorgeGrey, which is certainly very good, and issolemnly averred to have the farther merit of being true. Mr.Thomson was accompaniedby Mr. Wakefield,and the interview is
said tohavebeenof thebriefestcharacter. Directly the hon. mem-ber for Clntha appeared, and beforehehadtime tosay a word, Sir
George is reportedtohave said,"Goodmorning,Mr. Thomson. I'veno doubt you will form a verygood Ministry. Goodmorning,Mr.Thomson." There the «' interview" absolutely ended, and it isgenerally agreed that,supposing the yarntobe true,neverwas such
delicatebusiness transacted insuch anexpeditiousmanner.*

The Bruce Herald reports the death of Mr.John Tobin,fell-monger, of Kaitangata, who was drowned by falling into the riveron Monday evening. He went to his homewith acompanion about
9o'clock,andsent his friendinto thehousetolight the lamp. Havingdone to, theotherparty, notseeinghim about, went to the townshipand made enquiries. Not finding him at either of the hotels, he
went home. Next morning the body of Tobin was found in the
river. The bank if about 20 yards fromhishouse,andhe hadevi-
dently fallen in almost directly after he had lefthis friend tolight
the candle. Hehadevidently made aneffort to recover himself, as
when theboiy was found thehands werefullof grass from theriverbank~7 which he hadnodoubt clutchedin the endeavour tosave him-
self. Mr. Tobin has been resident in Eaitangata for the last 11years,and washeldin highesteem byhis frieudsand neighbours.

Aninquiry into the accident to the Ringarooma was held at
Lyttelton yesterday afternoon before Mr. J. Olliver,'R.M., and
Captains Saunders and M'lntyre, nautical assessors. Voluminousevidence was taken,showing that when the shipstruck shewasgoing
four orfiveknots, andshould, by reckoning, have been20miles to
thesouth andalittleeasterly of her realposition. She wasso close
tolandthata biscuit couldhavebeen throwa ashore, butthe fogwas
bo thick that the landcould not be seen till agust of wind slightly
lifted the fog. After she struck soundings werenot taken,as the
captain hadnodoubtof his position. There wasscarcely any wind,
and no broken water, only a swell. The captain hadat times ex-
periencedanindraught enrrent settinginshore off Banks Peninsula.The compasseswereall right. No groghadbeen usedby the officers
or crew thenight beforetheaccideot.

It is reported that New South Wales will place a five-millionloan in themarket in the autumn.
v Dr.Nachtigalhas annexed Paquena and territory to the south-

ward of the OrangeRiver.
Five thousandBritish troops, under the commandof GeneralEarle, are expected to reach Don?ola on December6, enroute toKhartoum, to the relief of General Gordon.
The Chinese Governmenthas forbidden theevacuation of Lang-

son. Intelligenceis to band from Pekinthat the flagat the French
Embassy of thatcity has been lowered, and that the protectionof
French subjects resident there has been confided to theRussianLegation. In consequence of the definite refusal of the Chinese
Government to accept theFrenchultimatum, all hopes of averting
warhavebeenabandoned,and diplomatic relations withChina wereformally interruptedto-day, whenM.Ferryforwarded his passports
toHiFong Pao, the Chinese Ambassador. Instructions have been
sentto Admiral Courbet totakesteps toobtainreparationfrom China
on account of the Lang-son affair withont further delay, anditis
expected that active hostilities willatonce be commenced by the
French war-vesselsinChinese waters.

Telegrams tohand from the Transvaal state that theRepublican
Executive has issued a proclamation at Pretoria announcing the
creation of a Boer Republic in Zululand, and its refusal to furtherrecognise the independenceof native Zulu chieftians.

Monday.
Sir George Grey (says the correspondent of the Otago Daily

Times) is preserving great reticence as tohis intentions, Out there is
no- doubt he is still hoping tobe able to form a Ministry. He has!
hada long interview with theHon.G. M. Waterhouse,but withwhat
result has not transpired. Itis not thought atall likely, however,
thathe will get auy assistance from that quarter beyond friendly
counsel. There is a rumourcurrent that, failing the co-operationof
olderpoliticians, Sir George will try a Ministry of "youngbloods,"
and various aspiring young members are mentionedaslikely tobe
honoured with' aninvitationto joiu him. Sir GeorgeGrey is said to
be particularly deniroua of forming a Ministry of some kind, and
thatitshould beafforded anopportunity of banging downa policy,
ashe hasseveralmeasures whichbe considers of great importance,
andis anxious tosubmit. It is said, however, that they arenolof
a verypractical character. A general impressionstill prevailseither
that Sir George willuot be able to form a Ministry at all, or that, if
he does, it will k>a opposed at the earliest possible moment and
defeated.

A decision was given in the Bingarooma inquiry;onSaturday.
The Court found that the Ringarooma bad steered the usual course
tillabout20 miles off the Peninsula. There the set of the current
hadcarried her nearer thelaud than wassupposed, though the lead
mighthave been heavedoftener ;yet when the vessel struck every-
thing wasdone by the caytain to ensure thesafety of the vesseland
passengers, 'the discipline of the crew seemed admirable. They
would direct that the certificates of the captain and officers be
returned. They wouldnot direct the costs to be given against the
captain.

t>at-sfactoryheadway (says theMount Ida Chronicle) is bring
made with the construction of the Governmenthead-race to Spec
Gully. Nearly twomiles have been completed, and there is every
probability that a large quantity of water will be used for mining
purposesinSpec during the approaching season. There is some talk
of anattemptbeing made to work some of the terraceson the east
sideof MainGully, where, it is asserted, wages from £2 to £5 per
weekcould bemade, if water were availableat a reasonable price

Many miners in the district who have been working unpayable
ground for some time pastareon the look-out for newElDoradoes,
and thesigns betokenthat during the coming seasonminingmatters
willbe more thanordinarily active.

The Thames Advertiser reports the following extraordinarycase:
—

A womannamed Mrs. Freeman, who resides somewherein
the vicinityof Waio-KarakaFlat, laboursundera singular hallucina-tion, respecting which she has for a lpng time been the cause ofannoyance to the police andcourt authorities. The burden-of her
complaint is that anumber of boys are in thehabit of invadingher
house atall hours and "holding heatedirons toher faceandbody,"
and thatshe is incontinual fear that they will dohersome injury ordestroyher property. Though her statement does not carry the leastprobability, thepolicehaveat various times madeenquiries inorder
toascertain for themselves whether the womanhadanyground for
complaint,buthare come to the conclusion that shi is the victimof
monomania. As, however, sh6 is perfectlyharmless,it isnot con-
siderednecessary thatshe should be placed under restraint.

The Wellingtoa Post criticises Mr. Hatch as follows :—
"Thenewmembirfor Invercargill hadnot utteredadozensentences when

it became evident that he was au unmitigated bore, with every
promise of developing into a Parliamentary nuisance of the Beai
andSpeight type. His assuranceappearsas unboundedashis witis
poor. The House has rarely, if ever, before been condemnedto
listen to such an exnibition of pretentious volubility from anew
member as Mr. Hatch treated ie to last night."

Itis a veryhippy thing (writes the LytteltonTimes) that Mr.
Thomson has droppedout of sight. His delight at the assumption
of bis high task was about his sole qualification. No doubt there
are plenty of menin the douse who would have beenproudtoserve
even withMr.' Thomsona* Premier,but the Opposition has givenall
aspirantsa lesson which they take toheart. Iva House capable of
refusing a fair trial to agood policy, ambition is shy of vaultingup
intohigh places for the merepleasure of becoming the butt for the
shafts of ridicnlewith the certaintyof speedy catastrophe. Probably
Mr.Thomson'sseconder, the illustrious Mr.Hatch, who objected to
thenowout-going Government because he wanted the interests of
triple morality looked after, and gambling put down, wouldhave
been delighted to take office. He wouldrevelin the novel portfolio
of Minister of Morality, and would not object to Beea portfolioof
Agriculturecreated,for hiseyewhenitisnot onmorality,isaltogether
directed to the agricultural and pastoral interest, more particularly
thelatter. Mr.Hatch knowsmoreaboutmaking sheepdips thanhe
knowsaboutmaking speechesordoing the business of any portfolio
of morality or any other. As one of those colts for whosa advance-
menthe expressed such a tendfer solicitude, unhappily he cannot be
stayed from making speeches, and dipshe willcontinue tomakeas
long as itsuits him. The probability is that Mr.Thomson tookan
early opportunity of snuffing out the pretensionsof Mr.Hatch. The
certainty is thatall the gentlemen h<j interviewed so industriously
took an early opportunity of snuffing put the pretensionsof Mr.
Thomson. Itis a good thing for the country;itis also a good thing
for Mr.Thomson. The member for Clutha isnot the kind of man
tohave greatness thrust onhim. Had that great difficulty beengot
over,he wouldhave foundhimself claiming that fair trial which he
denied tohis predecessors,andhe wouldhave found himself getting
it too

— getting, that is to say,coalsof fire heapedonhis benevolent
bub mistaken head. He would also have been compelled to enter
into the very kind of combination whichhe sobitterlycriticisedin
that speech, which our Welliugcoa correspondentseems.to thiuk was
written by " the other old woman." Mr. Thomson's collapse has
saved the country much wasteof time,andhimself much bitterness
of heart-burning, lie his returned to the privacy foe whichheis
so eminently fitted. No doubt it has been a bitter pill for Mr.

lThomson to swallow. It is easy to imagine him beginning his
descentupon the lobbieswith jaunty air, and accosting each several
leaderwith swiftly.increasingsenseof disappointment. .But we will
throw a veilover thesufferings of thismuch ill-used person.

Much interest (says the MountIda Clwonicle) is beingdisplayed
in reefingmatters at Uough Ridge and Ctorpeutiue. At the latter
place.severalpartieswill, so sjou as spring appears, commeucepros-
pecting; and Turnbuli and party will, presumably, endeavour to
have their new find, which lately yielded four ounce* per ton, tested
todepths lower tuan it has yet attained. It is expected that the
stone will increase both in quality and quantity as itdescends.—

IRough Ridge,however, is theprincipalcentre of attraction ju»t now.
A company is forming for working one of the main lines of reefs
there,and itis intended that operationsshall be commencedshortly-
in a thoroughly efficientand systematic manner.

Irelandwonthe JSlcho Shield rifle match at Wimbledon. The
scores were:Ireland,1583;Scotland,1476;England, 1474.

A telegram despatchedfromFoochow states that Admiral Cour-
betboidbardedtheChinese araeual near that town for threehours,
aud entirely destroyed it, together with seven Chinese guuboata
which weresunk by the lire of the French ships. Two other gun-
boats escaped. TheEuropeanresidentsof Foochow have not been
molested,although great excitement prevails among the nativepop*
ulation. Three Russian ironclads have been despatched to reinforce
theRussiau fketnow cruisingoff the Chinesecoast.

Opium-smoking has increased to such an extent in New York
that the authoritiesconfess their inability to prevent itby law.

Mr. Parnell deeming it uot prudent to leave Ireland at the
present time, the Irish Nationalparty will be representedat thecon-
ference of the Jrish NationalLeague ofAmerica, tobeheldinBoston
onAugust 13,by Messrs. Thos. S. Sixton audJohn B.Redmond,who
goes on to Australia to lecture.

The plague has made its appearance at Karaand other stations
in the Caucasus. Eight hundred personsdiedatBedraduringMay.

Russia and Germany have adopted a treaty against the
anarchists. In future Russians will not be allowed to reside in
Germany without thepermissionof theGerman Government.

Greatprecautionsweretaken atWarwick onJuly 29 toensure
orderinthetrialof Daly,Egan,andM'Donnell,suspecteddynamiters.
Strongbarrierswereerectedtoprotect the approaches to and from
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