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boen takon from his head in the intarval,
be held.

There is is a story going round the lobbies (says the Wellington
correspondent of the Daily Times) in reforence to Mr, Thomson's
interview with Bir George Grey, which is certainly very good, and is
solemnly averred to have the faorther merit of being true. Mr.
Thomeon was accompanied by Mr. Wakefield, and the interview is
said to have been of the briefest character, Directly the hen. mem-
ber for Clutha appeared, and before be had time fo say a word, Sir
George is reported to have said, * Good morning, Mr. Thomson, I've
Do doubt you will form a very good Ministry. Good morning, Mr,
Thomson. There the * interviaw ' absolutely ended, and it is
generally agreed that, supposing the yam to be true, never was such
delicate business trangacted in such an expeditions manner, -

The Bruce Herald reports the death of Mr, John Tobin, fell-
monger, of Kaitangata, who was drowned by falling into the river
on Monday evening, He went to bis home with a companion abont
9 o'elock, and sent his friend into the house to light the lamp, Having
done so, the other party, not seeing him about, weat to the towaship
and made enquiries, Not finding him at either of ths hotels, he
went home, _ Next morning the body of Tobin was found in the
river. The bank if abomt 20 yards from his honse, and he had avi-
dently fallen in almost dirvectly after he had left his friead to light
the candle, He had evidently made an effors to recover bimself, as
when the body was found the hands were full of grass from the river
bazk; which ke had no doubt clutched in the endeavour to save him-
salf, BMr. Tobin bas heen resident in Kaitangata for the last 11
Fears, and waas beld in high esteem by his friends and neighbours,

An inquiry into the accident to the Ringarooma was held at
Lyttelton yesterday afternoon before Mr, J. Olliver,’R.M,, and
Uapteins Sanoders and M<Intyre, nantical assessors. Voluminouns
evidence was taken, showing that when the ship strack she was going
four or five kuoots, and should, by reckoning, bave been 20 miles to
the seuth and a little easterly of her real position. Bhe was so cloge
to 1and that a biscuit could have been throwa ashere, but the fog waa
80 thick that the land could not be seen till a gust of wind slightly
liited the fog, After she struck soundings were not taken, as the
captain had no doubt of his position. There was scarcely any wind,
and. no broken water, only a awell, The captain had at times ex-
perienced an indranght carrent setting in shore off Banks Peninsula,
The compasses were all right, No grog had been used by the officers
or crew the night before the acecident.

It is reported that New South Wales will place a five-million
loan in the market in the automn.

, Dr, Nachtigal has annexed Pagnena and territory to the sonth-
ward of the Orange River.

Five thousand Bntish troops, under the command of {iemeral
Earle, are expected to reach Dongala on Decembsr 6, cn route to
Khartoum, to the relief of General Gordon.

The Chinese Government has forbidden the evacuation of Lang-
son. Inielligence is to band from Pekin that the flag at the French
Embassy of that city has been lowered, and that the protection of
French subjects resident there has been oonfided to the Russian
Legation. In consequence of the definite refusal of the Chinese
Government to accept the French oltimatum, all hopes of averting
war have been abandoned, and diplomatic relations with Uhing were
formally interrupted to-day, when M. Ferry forwarded his passports
to Hi Fong Pao, the Chiness Ambussador, Ipstructions have been
sent to Admiral Courbet to take atops to obtain reparation from China
on account of the Lang-son affatr withont further delay, and it is
expected that active hostilities will at once be commenced by the
French war-vessels in Chinese waters,

Telegrama to hand from the Transvaal state that the Republican
Executive has issued a proclamation at Pretoria annonucing the
creation of a Boer Republic in Zululand, and its refusal to further
recognise the independence of native Zulu chieftians,

An inquest will probably

: MoNDAY,

8ir George Grey (says tbe correspondent of the Ofage Daily
Times) ia preserving great reticence as to his intentions, bat there 18
no doubt be is still hoping to be able to form a Ministry, He has
had a long interview with the Hon. G, M, Waterhouse, bat with what
result bas not transpired, It is not thought at all likely, however,
that he will get any asgistance from that quarter beyond friendly
counnsel. There is & rumour current that, failing the co-operation of
older politicians, Bir George will iry a Ministry of * young bloods,”
and variouns aspiring young members are mentioned as likely to be
bonoured with an invitation to join him. Sir George Grey is said to
ba particularly desirous of forming a Ministry of some kind, and
that it should be afforded an opportunity of biinging dowa a poliey,
a8 he bas several measures which be considers of great importance,
asd is anxicus to sabmit, It is said, however, that they are not of
a very practical character, A general impression still prevails either
that Bir George will not be able to form a Ministry at all, or that, if
he does, it will be opposed at the carliest possible moment and
defeated.

A decision was given in the Ringarcoma inguiry on Saturday,
The Court found that the Ringarcoms bad steered the usnal course
till about 20 miles off the Peninsula. There the set of tha current
bad carried her uearer the land than was supposed, though the lead
might have beea heaved oftener ; yet when the vessel struck every-
thing was done by the cautain to ensure the aafety of the vessel and
pussengers. Tha discipline of the crew seemed admirable, They
would direct that the cerlificates of the captain and officers be
returned, They would not direct the costa to be given against the
captain.,

P vat-gfactory headway (says the Meunt Ida Chronicle) in being
made with the construction of the Governmaent head-race to Bpee
Gully, Nearly two miles have been completed, and there is every
probability that a large quantity of water will be nsed for mining
purposes in Bpec doring the approaching season. There I8 some talk
of an attempt being made to work some of the terraces on the east
side of Main Gully, where, it is apserted, wagea from %2 to 25
week conld be made, if water were available at a reasonable price,

Many miners in the district who have been working wnpayable
ground for some time past are on the look-out for newil Doradoes,
and the signs betoken that during the coming season mining matters
will be more than ordinarily active.

The ZThawmes Adrertiser reports the following extraordinary
casg :—A woman named Mrs. Freeman, who resides somewhere in
the vicinity of Wajo-Earaka Flat, labours under a singalar hallucina.
tion, respecting which she has for a lpng tims been the cause of
annoyatce to the police and court autherities, The burden .of her
complaint is that & number of boys are in the habit of invading her
house at all hours and “ holding heated irons to her face and body,”
and that she is in continual fear that they will do her some injary or
destroy her property., Though her statement does not earry the lsast
probability, the polica have at various times made enguiries in order
to ascertain for themselves whether the woman had any ground for
complaiot, but bave come to the conclusion that sh: is the victim of
monomanis, As, however, she is perfectly harmless, it is not cone
sidered necessary that she should be placed under restraint, -

The Wellington Post criticisza Mr, Hatch as follows :—% The
new memb.r for Invercargill had not uttered a dozen sentences when
it became evident that he wa3 an unmitigated bore, with every
promise of developing into a Parliamentary nuissnce of the Rees
and Speight type. His assurance appears as unbounded as hiy wit ia
poor. The House hkas rarcly, if ever, before buen condemned to
listen to sach an exuibuiva of pretentious volubility from a new
member a3 Mr. Hatch treated ic to last night.”

It i3 a very happy thing (writes the Lyételton Times) that Mr,
Thomsoa has dropped out of sight. His delight at the assumption
of his high task was about his sole qualification. No doubt there
are plenty of mea in the Hounse wio woold have been proud to serve
even with Mr. Thomson a3 Premier, but the Opposition bas given all
aspirants a lesson which they take to heart, Ia a House capable of
retusing a fair trial to a good policy, ambition is shy of vaulting np
into high places for the mers pleasure of becoming the buty for the
ghafts of ridionle with the certzinty of speedy catastrophe, Probahly
Mr. Thomsoa's seconder, the illastrious Mr. Hateb, who objected to
the now ont-going Government becanse he wauted the interests of
triple morality looked after, and gambling put down, would have
heen delighted to talke office, He would revel in the novel portfolio
of Minister of Morality, and wonld not object to see a portfolio of
Agricultura created, for his eye when it is not on morality, isaltogether
directed to the agricultural and pastoral interest, more particalarly
the latter. Mr. Hatch knows more about making sheep dips than be
knows about making speeches or doing the business of any portfolio
of morality or any other. Ag one of these colts for whosa advance.
ment he expressed such & tender solicitnde, unhappily he cannot be
stayed from making speeches, and dips he will continne to make as
long as it suita him. The probability is that Mr, Thomson took an
early opportunity of sauffiag out the pretensions of Mr. Hateh, The
certainty is that all the gentlemen ho interviewed so industriously
took an early opportunity of snuffing out the pretensions of Mr,
Thomson, [uisa good thing for the courtry ; it is also a good thing
for Mr, Thomsoa, The member for Clutha 18 not the kind of man
to bave greatness thrust oo hiw, Had that great diffculty been got
oveT, he wonld bave found himself claiming that fair wrial which he
denied to his predecessors, and he would have found himself getting
it too—geiting, that is to say, coals of fire heaped on his benevolent
but mistaksn head, He would also have been compelied to enter
into the very kind of combination whick he so bitterly oriticised in
that speech, which our Wellingtoa correspondent seems.to think was
written by *the other old woman.” Mr., Thomson's collapsa bas
saved the conntry much waste of time, and himselt much bitterness
of heart-barning, He his returned to the privacy for which he is
so eminently fitted, No doubt it has been a bitter pill for Mr,
Thomson %o ewallow. It is easy to imagine him beginning his
descent upon the lobbies with jaunly air, and accosling each several
leader with gwiftly.increasing sense of dizappointment. .But we will
throw a veil over the satferings of this much ill-used petson,

Much interest (saye the Afount Jda Chroniele) is baing displayed
in reefing matters at Rough Ridge and Serpentine. At the laiter
place several parties will, so s.ou as spring appears, commsuce Dros~
pecting ; and Turnbull and party will, presumably, endeavour to
have their new find, which lately yielded fuur onnces per ton, tested
to depths lower than it has yet attained. It is exp:cted that the
stone will increase both i quality and quantity as it descends.—
Rough Ridge, bowever, is the principal cenire of atiraction just now,
A company iz forming for working one of the main lines of reefs
there, and it is intended that operations shall be commenced shortly-
in a thoroughly efficient and systematic manner, .

Ireland won the Klcho Shield tifle mateb at Wimbledon, The
scores were ; Ireland, 1588 ; Beotland, 1476 ; England, 1474.

A telegram despatched from Foochow states that Admiral Cout.
bet bortbarded the Chinese arsenal near that towu for three bours,
and entirely destroyed i, together with seven Chinese gunbosats
which were snnk by the fire of the French snips, Two other guns
boats escaped. The European residents of Foochow bave not been
molested, although great excitement prevails among the native fpopv
ulation, Three Kussian irouclads have been despatched to reinforce
the Russian fl.et now cruising off the Chinese coast. ;

Opinm-smoking has increased fo such an extent in New York
that the authorities confess their inability to prevent it by law.

Mr, Parnell deeming it not prudent to leave Ireland at the
pregent time, the rish National party will be represgnted ab the con-
ference of the Irish National Leapne of Aroerica, to be held in Boston
on August 13, by Messrs, Thos, 8. S:xton aud John E, Redmond, who
goes on to Australia to leciure, .

. _The plague has made its appearance at Kara and other stations
ic the Qaucasus. Eight bundred persons died at Bedra during May.

Kussia snd Germany have adopted a treaty against the
anarchists, In future Kussinns will not be allowed to reside in
Germany withoat the permission of the German Government,

Great precautions were taken at Warwick on July 29 to ensure
order in thetrial of Daly, Egan, and M*'Donnell, suspected dynamiters,
Strong barriers were erected to protect the app es to and from



