
Stouthas.buthe is unquestionably a man of promise, and is fhllventitled toa placein the Ministry. The same may be nid of M?Richardson. With allthis the individual Ministo^ staS,Ws"tons to be nullified by their relation to onemother? Sir JoHusTm^S&l d̂onm t̂ol the Potion toMr. Stout,andMr.Stout's and Mr. Balance's strength aa RadicalsSjSrVnT.Otn b̂ßmU-Ciimp?iredb3rtheir **»* offi°c witK
altogether existingcircumstances it is as ugly affair

«n««n««
Ea? J.au,der(la^» Jho was struck by lightningon Tuesday inKshfp' w^aged 1̂16 7̂ fc°m theinjarie3 * reCeiTCd- Hi«

lateKinfoflnam 61 1̂1^^ anti r̂ench mandarinspoisonedthe
«t,,i ??1chojsra|PWemic continueswith varying intensityinFranceand Italy. No further outbreak of a serious nature has occurredhowever. «««»«»««,

TheCongress at Versaillescontinuedits sittings on Wednesday.v*enamotionm favour of the revision of the French Constitutionwasadoptedby a large majority.
Twobattalionsof British infantry nowstationedinIndiaharebeen orderedtoproceedtoEgypt without delay.Intelligence is to handthat the ChineseGovernmenthas sent acommunication to the Treaty Powers protestingagainatthebombard*ment of Kelungby theFrenchfleet, andhasexpresseditß determina-tion toresist thedemandof Francefor an indemnity.

Saturday.
The womens petitionto Parliament for female suffrage underthe licensing law has beensigned atAucklandby 1700 persons.The Southland News has the following paragraph: "Fromlaquiriesmade at theHospitalit wasascertained that the smallpoxpatient is progressing favourably— infact, the child is almost; well.The mother,sofar,has not caught the infection. During the nextday or twoit will beknownif anyother cases willoccur from thesame source. A privateletterhas beenreceivedhere fromBalcluthato the effect that some cases of the diseasehaveoccurred there, itbeing understood that the parties were fellow passengers of MrsHanmng andchild."
The Wellington coirespondentof theDailyTitties wirss as fol«lows :— "A fewof Major Atkinson'ssupportersmet athis house to»day to talk over theposition, and it is stated that a resolutionwas-come to to propose an amendment on the Address-in-Reply. Ivregard to theprobablenumbers ona wantof confidence motion, it iscurious to note thateachpartyclaims exactly 51 votes, M excludingdoubtfuls.

'
■ This is remarkable asacoincidence,butis a little per-plexing from the fact that this makes the House to consist of 102members, exclusiveof the dubiousones,whereas the officiallist onlygives 95, inclusive of Mr. Speaker. There seems, however, a verygeneral impression that if the Ministry does succeed in retainingofficeit will only be after a very toughstruggle.

The Ross Mercury (says the Grey Argus) is to be commendedfor doing its best tocounteract theeffects of misleading" informationinregard toCedar Creek Reefs. That journal takea exceptionto thenature of the telegrams sentby the Ross Press agent throaghout theColony, andinstances thefollowing, whichhas appeared in all theprincipal papers of the Colony as a sample:— "Two men have justbrought eight pieces of goldpicked from anewly-discovered outcroponfthe line of the Cedar Creek quartz reefs. The heaviest pieceweighs 3dwts. The party havetakenupa lease,and the ground ailround is beingrushed." Ourcontemporary says that the statement
is entirelymisleading, theperson who sent it a "drivelling idiot,"
and that there is not a particleof truthinany of the reports sentaway by him. " Drivelling idiots

"
are scarcely the class of agents

the Press Association should select.Informationhasreached Wanganui that Thorpe's survey party,at presentincharge of Pemberton, have been turned back by anarmed partyofNatives, who are said to have threatened them ifthey proceededfurther with thesurvey.
We yesterday (says the W^llragtonPost) describedanamusing

double blunder which occurred in the transmissionof a telegram.Particulars of anotherandeven more amusing blanderinthe samedepartment havecome tohandthis morninginconnection with therumoured case of smallpox at theHutt. Itappears thatwhen the
report reached the police, Sergeant Anderson at once wiredto tbeconstable at the Huttas follows:— "John Adams said tobeillwithsmallpoxatHutt. Ascertaincautiously if true. He wasapassengerby Waihora, and had charge of the infected lamp-trimmer's dog."Considering that Mr. Adams is agentleman of good position, andwasa saloonpassenger by the Waihora, the idea of his having hadcharge of Mouatt's dog is sufficiently funny, but the creamof thejokeis tocome. On themessage being receivedattheHuttTelegraphOffice it was placedinan envelope addressedto Constable Mackay,which was then enclosed in a wrapper addressed by mistake to"John Adams,Esq." Tbe boyto whomit wasentrusted for deliverytookit to thewrapper address,aud the telegram wasopenedby Mrs.Adams in herhusband's absence. The contents,asmaybeimagined,
considerably mystified her. When Mr.Adamscame home tbe jokewascompletedby his takingthe telegramto the constable for whomit was intended, and particularly enjoining himnot toneglect hisinstructions tomake bis enquiries"cautiously."

Reports havingbeenpublishedthat thedoctor incharge of thequarantine-stationatNapier had beennegligent inhisdutie*to the
smallpoxpatientMowatt, whodiedon Wednesdaynight, theColonialSecretary wired to the MayorofNapier,and thefollowingreply wasreceived:— "Havehaddailywrittenreportfromdoctoratquarantine-station,andhe hasbeenseenevery day by orderlies;also visited atcertain hoursboth day and nigbt Ican positively contradict therumour," r

Friday.
TheChnstehurch Prm says :— An impartial consideration- of thewholepositionleadsus to the conclusionthat the new Governmentalthough they may secure a majority in the Hou6e, cannot bedescribedas thepowerfulAdministration to which the Colony hadbeen looking forward. Assuming thatMr.Richardson's presence in\ V&^Fl^A"T*Toh£ le that aD e^aally 8W manwill be found to fill his place. Butevenhis strength may proveaweaknessto the Government when they come to face tte HouseHowever much we may regret the fact, itis nevertheless true thatprovincialconsiderations have tobe regarded in selecting membersofaCabinet;and,asthingsatpresent stand, therearethreemembersof it from Canterbury, while five outof the sevenareMiddle Islandrepresentatives. It is not certain that the new Government willmeet.with theunanimous supportof therepresentatives from Otaeoand Canterbury;whieit ismore than, probablethattheymaybeforelong find arrayedagainst themasolidvote of the North Islandandof the representatives from the West Coast and the Cook Straitsettlements. Still,inpresentcircumstances, very likely,noattemptwill be made todisplace them now, the disposition of memberaontheotherside,probably,beingto give themachance to show whatthey cando for theColony.

Our Tapanui contemporary gives the following details:— Ourtownsman, Mr. C. Pacey, of the Farmers' Club Hotel, receivedasevere concussion of thehead, withgreat abrasionof the face, fromthe effect of sneezing while standing at his hotel door recentlyAfter partially recovering he immediatelystartedtodriveagentle-man toRae'sJunction-adistanceof 18 miles-onabittercold dayand was ]ust enabled to reachhis home whenhe became insensibleverydangerous symptoms occurring. Dr. Jones was sent for. andheißn°" reC°Vering' th°Ugh Unable *
Indealing withsomebankruptcycasesinChambersatAuckland,yesterday morning,JudgeGilliesexpressedanopinionthat,inestateswhere the asflete weretrifling, the debtors' solicitors should not beallowed full costs. Theestateunder bis noticeatthe time couldnotpaya half-penny in thepound. To grant the debtor's solicitor fullcosts would betosweep away more than one-thirdof the assets.Under thecircumstances hethought fiveguineas quitesufficient.TheHouse of Representatives assembledat 2 p.m. yesterday.The bpeakerreadamessage from the Governor stating that it wasinconvenient for him toattend andgivehisreasons forcallingParlia-ment together, but thathe woulddo so on Tuesday .The Hon.MaiorAtkinsonmoved the adjournmenttill Tuesday at 2pm This wascarried,and theHouse rose at2.15 p.m. ">*«*».

. A* *.tfane (says the 2to«y Times) when the situation of theMinistry is critical, the Premier, insteadof consolidating his'fol-lowers, is looking after his private business inDanedin. HowSir JVogel allowedMr. Stout to commit this folly we cannot conceiveCan we wonder that members who are kept kicking their heelsabout thelobbiesareangrythat theirreturn to theirprivatebusinessis delayed by theprivate businessof thePremier1 We do not wanttomake amountain out of amolehill,butit isaltogetheranunparal-
leled occurrence inpolitics for the privatecarriage of thePremier tostop the road of public affairs, and it is an occurrence of whichmembers and the country alikehave goodreasontocomplain. What
is more,it is likely todo the Ministry harm. Sir J. Vcgel cannotafford tocontinue makingmistakessuch as these, or allowing otherpeopletomake them. Attention toParliamentarytactics isabsolutelynecessary tothelifeof aMinistrytheexistenceofwhichis soprecarious,
and we trust tbathe will takea friendly hint before it is too lateAgreatintellectandgrandpolicy are no doubt far moreimportantbutto neglectdetailsis always topave the waydown hillTheArrowtowncorrespondentof the Cromwell Argus writes aafollows :—

"Frequentcomplaintsare heard just now about the riskpersons incur owing to the dangerous state of the foot-track leading
from Cooper's terraceto the foot-bridgeon the'.Macetown road. Thefactof somany accidents having occurred in thatlocality during thepast fortnight alone is ample proof q£ how well-founded are thesecomplaints. Although, fortunately,none of the accidents that havehappened,so far, haveprovedfatal, the escapes were so nairow inmany instances thatitcannotbe surprising that people are not in-clinedtogo along the track in question oftener than their circum-
stances require. Only last weekamannamedEdward Powerfell adistance of thirty feeton to the river beach. Although he miracu-loußly escaped being killed outright by the fall, he wouldin all likelihood have been drowned iv the river if he hadrolled a foot ortwo further, for he was unconscious when his matefound him. He was taken to the hospital as soon as possible.
Ina few days he was sufficiently recovered to be able to returnhome.

The evilresults of the resignationoftheAtkinsonMinistry (says
the Titnaru Herald)on thefirstday of the session are now only tooglaringly apparent. Sir Julius Vogel,instead of being theleaderofa
powerful party, has been made the victim of an intrigue, and aMinistry has been formed by that means which cannotbe said to
representinany respect thefeelingof the country asexpressedinthe
late generalelection. We havepractically the Grey Ministry withSirJulius Vogelina minorcapacity, insteadof Sir George Grey atthe bead. Now, if there is one thingmore thananother which the
peopledeclaredby their votesat the election, it was thatthey hadnosympathy with Sir GeorgeGrey orwith the principles advocated
by the party he was supposed to represent. . . . What was
wantedundoubtedly wasastrong Ministry, and we cannot believe
thataMinistry thus constituted and thus broughtinto power can be
strong.Thattherearestrongmenandveryablemen.initisbeyond dis-
pute. Mr.Stout is oneof the strongestandablestpublicmen in tbecountry, and Sir;Julius Vogel is another. Mr. Ballance has not
shownnearly thesame strongqualities thatSir Julius Vogel or Mr,
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