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An enormous landalip oceurred at the Emily Pluce excavation,
Auckland, on Thursday evening, as the result of heavy rain, The
men were just leaving work when picces fell from the cliff, and they
ran for their lives, From 5,000 to 10,000 yards of stuff fell, berying
drays and killing one horse, The driver escaped. The beach road is
blocked for three chains, and traffic stopped. Fortunately none of
the aumerous ’buses which ply along the road were passing at the
time, or there wonld have been a serious loss of life; and had the
fall oceurred earlier, few of the working party at the east side conld
have escaped instantaneons death, )

The North German Gazelte in an article states that Australia
arrogantly denies that any other nation has equal rights with her in
the Pacific.

The Imperial Parliament was formally prorogued on Thursday
by commission, The Queen’s Bpeech was read by the Lord Chan-
cellor, Ibexpresses regret that several importaut measores which
had been introduced had failed to become law. It states thatthe
friendliest intercourse continues to be maintained with the varions
Powers, and alludes to the resumption of diplomatic relations with
the Mexican Republic. It laments the failure of the Conference on
Bgyptian affairs, and adds that the Goveroment will continne to
fulfil with fidelity the duties arisfag out of the presence of British
troops in the Nile Valley, The special mission of Earl Northbrooke
to Birypt will, it is believed, materially aid Her Majesty'scounsellors
on Kgyptian guestions and the futnre steps to be taken in that
country, Regret is expressed that Zululand, ontside the reaer:rad
territory, is now in & disturbed state. Allusion is made to the im-
provement which is manifest in Ireland, and to the prospecta of an
abanodant harvest thronghout the Kingdom. The Bpeech anoonnces

-that the Parliament will be cailed together again in antumn, and
conclndes by saying that the prevailing loyalty to the Throne, and
the respect shown to the law, inapire a belict that the national aim is
to pursne a course of order and moderation, and there was every
appearance of a settlement which will prove conducive to the
bappioess and liberties of the people and the peice of Europe,

MoxbAy,

Mr, J. G, Holdsworth, commissioner of Crown Lands at Welling-
ton, died on Saturday night from paralysis.

Nothing further has been heard of Moonlight, the prospector, whe
left Tophouse with a man named Bailey five weeks agy, intending to
prospect Luke Btation. A day or two after starting Bailey went out

rospecting, leaving Mooulight in the tent mending his clothes, Oa
ailey's return Moonlight had gone, Nothing has been heard of him
since. Search parties have been out, bat without success.

A'sen of John Keatley, storekeeper, Kawakawa, aged four, was
drowned in a hele 4ft. deep, which had been duys for a fencing -post,

A landslip on Friday at Ooamutucu buried Richaid Joha iles,
gsn of a miner, who was working in the tunnel close by, The boy
was dead when got out, afeer balf.an-hour's digging, The child's
mother was also buried up to the waist, but escaped unhurt,

The Auckland Erening Star says :—* The position in which the
Chanterbury members are nuw Janded in the most amusing parc of the
farcical situation. Many of them during the elections exercised
their arts in denonneing Greyism and seuffing out Montgomery. The
latter was described by them asa respectuble bot harmiess old gentle-
man, whose day was done, and now behold he is acepte i as their
priest and prophet, if not theirking, The pill is a bitter one, but if
Sir Julius Vogel has his way they are dobmed to swallow it.” The
article closes thus :—'The situation iy pregnant with excellent
political leseons. In making the name of Vogel an election ery, the
majority of thoss who professed themselves his supporters were
moved by simple motives of selfishness, There were not a few pretty
little financinl rchemes hangiog in the balance, and for the saka of
these, members will swallow much ; but will they get them through
now! We doubtit, Mr, Stont has got their Uonservative noses lo
his giiud-stone, and if he should manage to establish himself in
office, which is at present advised, we altogether disbelieve, ke muat
either give them & sorry time of it or shipwreck his own reputation.
To Mr. Btout also the events of the last few days have not been un-
instructive, Me has been trying to make oil and water mix, and
discovered that no more than of old time will they amalgamate. If
he had the last few months to live over again he wounld, we feel con-
fident, spape his course diffirently. He has succee led in splifiing
the party which he naturally conld have worked withinto two halves,
and bas tacked one half clamsily to asother body, for which it has
not the slightest afinity. If it holds together af afl it canoot be for
long, and the temporary union is only accomplished at the cost of
mach discomfort and injury tu everyone concerned. Unless better
judgment is used in the management of our new Ministry than birg
been showa at its inception, its life cannot be long in the land.”

Most cheering news, rays the Dunstan Limes, bas come in from
the old Man Hange, a very rich vein of stone having been struck in
White's Gompé.uy‘s claim, We did not glean the full particulars,
but from what we can learn the stone was not of great thickness,
but was of exceeding richness, both in loose gold and in the stone.
All the other claims on the range ave idle, they having no under-
ground workings,

An elderly mn nnmed Price, belonging to Feilding, was found
dead near the Wangaoui racecourse on Saturday morning. His
body was discovered in a small creek. The bady was ore mass of
burns from head to foot, He is supposed to bave slept in a hedge
near by, which was much burned, and to have crawled to the cresk
for safety.

The Ringarooma struck on a rock off Akaroa Heads on Saturday
morning during a thick fog, She was got off, and came on to
Lyttelton, 81e ia reported to bz making water in the fore compart-
ment, and will be docked at once,

The Vogel-Btout Adminisiration (says the Trapeka Times) takes
ita place in the list of New Zealaud Ministries: whether it will
purvive long enough to make-its mark in the history of the Coloay
is at present open to question, We arenot surselves inclined to think
that the newly-launclied ship of State is likely to go under st the
first hlaat which the Opposition—beyond doubt powerfnl—will raise,

Very cwcful bandling and steering will, however, be raquired to
weathar the storm ; whilst the erew, it most be confessad, 18 rather
a heterogeneoas lot, of no particular, it we iy 30 express it,
political nationality. . . .  8ir Julins Vogel i3 notoriously a Con-
servative to the oackbone; Mr, Richardson, what we should term, &
Liberal Congervative ; whilst Sir George Whitmnrs has no sympathy
whatever with democracy in any form, and would like to regulate
the State on the military system. Mr, Macandrew and Mr, Monte
gomery may be regarded as mojerabs Libera's. Both honourable
gentlemen have to much age and experience to take up with Com-
munistic fads, or to gravely commit themsslves as Ministers of the
Crown 10 the preposterous.theories with which the Premier at times
edifies his Lyceum digeiples,

The sculling-race between Biward Hanloa, ot Toronto, Canada,
and William Beach, of Sydacy, for £300 aside and the championship
of the world, tock place on Saturday over the regular course on the
Parramatta River, The weather was magnificent, The water was
slightly rough, A apledid start was effected, and dend-level posis
tions maintained for the first quarter of & mile. Hanlon then forged
ahead, and when a mile and a half had bzen civered was aboat a
length in advaoce, Beach, however, respunded, and rowel right
down on Haulon, The latter allowed his boat to cros3, and a foul
took place, Hsnlon pub up his hands and claimed s foul., Beaah,
however, kept pulliug away. Hauloo followed, but Beach came to
the post an easy winser by five or six lengths, Time, 20, min, 29 gec,
The umpire disallowed the foul claimad by Hanlon,

A convention of the Irish National League has been held at
Roston. at which 410 delezates were present, and resolutions were
passed i favonr of full support baing accorded to the principles of
Mcr, Pargell and his party.

The London ZIimes announces that China has declared war
against France, and is making active preparations to prosscute
hostilities. A force of 6000 Chinese Las beea landel at Hoi-How,
and b avy mnasses of troops are being stationed aiong the K wangsi, on
the frontier of Tonquin. In the French Chamber of Deputies on
Baturday a vote of crelit of 76,000,000 francs for defraying the
expenses {h connection with the settlement of Tonquin was passed
by a substantial mjority. In hia apeech oa the oceasion M. Farry
remarked that 1the vote of the Chamber would materially strengthen
the hands of the French Government in dealing with China.

TUEBDAY,

We bave pleasure ih anaouncing twa more gool washings-up
(says the Kumara Limes)y,—Rowler and party for 150 ounces, and
Price and pirty for 92 ounces. Bat cin It be believed that oat of
this Iast-mentione | amount more than a fourth of ity value (£93 15s,)
had to be paid to the Min 4 department for water and us: of sludee-
channell It is high time the extortiouate charge £.r water on this
goldfield should be reduced,

Tha Waihora and pawsengers have been released from quarantios,

Philip K. MHae, of Welds Hiil, Marlborough, was fined three-
peoee each on a flock of 20,000 sheep infected with seab, Defandant
was given three months' grace to pay the fine, and an application for
remission of the amount is to balaid before the Dapirtment if the
sheep are declared to be clean by that time,

As wo predicted wonld bz the ¢ e (remarks the Weollington Post),
Mr., Hdward Wakefield, hiving failed to seccurse a seat in the new
Ministry, is now 1ntriguing ngainst it, and will, it ia said, takea
prominent putin any attack which may be made on it, Vet Mr
Wakefield did his best to obtain the seat given to Mr, Richardson,
No Ministry conld however, be formed with a back broad eaough to
bear Mr, Wakede!d on its back as a colleague, and, as we remarked
& few days apn, he ia safer 43 an enemy than ag a friend.

Wiiting from Wellington on Sunday night, the correspondent of
the Timeru Herald says :—' The rumour that aseat in the Legislative
Council has been offered to Mr, Shechan, who was defeated at Napier
by an overwhelming majoriry iess than a month ago, is now pretty
fully confirmed by his arrival from Hawke's Bay by the steamer
to-day, There isuo doubt that Sir Julius Vogel himse:f telegraphed
to B@&Sheehan asking if he would accept a seat in the Council, and
that"Mr. Sheehan was to take till last night to conwiler his reply.
Bir George Whitmore has paid a flying visit to Nupier and returned
to-day, and it is believed that his trip was counecred with these -
overtures t» Mr. Sheehan, Toose whe are supposed to know Mr,
Stout’s views say 1hat Bir Julins Vogel acted in this matter without
consulting him, nnd that Mr. 8twt is very angry sbout it, Bir
George Whitmore was probibly at the bottom, for, he and Me,
Sheehan are as much twins as Mr. Macsndrew and Mr. Montgomery,
The new Ministry is beginning to acquirs the nickname of * Nuah’s
Ark,” because “ the animals go in two by two,”~Stout and Ballance,
Yogel and Richardson, Macandrew and Montgomery, Whitmoia and
Sheeban, and two Native membars of the Execulive to bring up the
rear of the pricessiun and give it the nezessary local coloaring,—The
Legislative Councillors are wil 1 with rage at the idea of Mr, heehan
being pitehforke 1 iuto their Chamber, ard, if the plan is carried out
the whole influence of szper-re pectability will certainly be arraigned
against the Ministry ; but it is solely A question of votes just now,
and if Mr. Sheehun can get hold of two or three of the Native
members, it is believed that it may just torn the seale, My own
belief is that the plan is too danzerows, and that Mr. Stout will
preveat it, even at th: risk of a row in the Cabinet. The conviction
18 growing that Sir Julinus Vogel bas quits Jost the thread of New
Zealand politics, and is grievously musinformed a: to the stata of
feeling both inside and outside of the Hoase,”

The Ross Mercury says : —Prospecting at the reefs ia now almost
at agandstill, owing to it being next to impossible to work, there
being fully eightecn inches of snow on the ground, It will there-
fore be about a month before we ars likely to bear of anything im-

ortant. Two men returned to town from the reefs on Lhursday

ast, and state that it i3 impossible to work owing to the heavy fall of
snow and extremzly cold weather, The main road on the north side
of Hoss is in a bad condition, and urgenbly requires attention fro..
the City Council,



