
give thehonour of it to Protestants, who formed themajority in theParliament of the Colony in 1649, when theproclamation of religious
freedom thathad beenmade at first wasconfirmedby aaAct-which,by the way, was afterwards set aside by theProtestant majority'splacmgunderpenalties theCatholicfounders of the Colony, whohadintroduced religious freedom as their first institution. The lawhowever,thus perverted wasnot brought into usage ;andMaryland
continuedvirtuallytheabodeof toleration. It is, moreover, statedthatthe act of toleration,by meansof whatevermajorityitmayhavebeen carried,had beendraftedby aJesnit, anditis at least certainthat the statement of it's having been based on Puritan philo-sophy is false, for nothing ever came of the philosophy
in question but a narrow tyranny and in no place morethan the Puritan settlements of America had that philosophymanifested itself in an intolerant manner. But what proves that
religious freedomhadbeen establishedinMarylandby the Catholicpioneers is the certainty that,although there is no direct recordremainingof the proclamationof tolerationmade,therecordsremainof a case inwhich a certain man was punished for infringing thepublicproclamationby speaking ill ofProtestantministersgenerally,
for whichhe was,moreover, somewhat severely punished,be havingbeen foundguilty of « offensive speeches and unreasonable disputa-tions inpointof religion contrary to a public proclamation to pro-
hibitail such disputes." An oath, again, takenby tlie chief public
officer of the provinceobliged him tocause no trouble to any manonaccount of his religion, to take nothingof thekindintoconsidera-tion whenmaking appointments, and topunishanyman who injured
another becauseof hiscreed. All this, which isknown tokave taken
placeduring the first years of the settlement, and long before tb.«Act which Protestants have questioned was passed, conclusively
proves that tolerationoriginated with the Catholics, and that they
were the men who introduced it into the New World. Anotherhappy feature in thesettlementof Maryland wasthe treatmentgiven
by the settlers tothe Indian tribes there,,and which resultedin win-ning their friendship for the whitemen.

'
The religion of the whitemenalso obtainedaholdupon them,and they becamein large num-bers converts to theChurch. On the whole, then, there was a good

deal for Maryland Catholics to look backupon with pleasarein thecelebratiouthey made of the two hundred and fiftieth anniversary
of their province, and many reflections may be made generally \nconnection with it, calculated togive tonaturally fair-mindedmen a
viewof Catholicmatters verydifferent from that with which even
they arenot uncommonly imbued.

Devil's Kantooris thepromisingname of amining
town in South Africa concerning which and its
neighbourhood wehave found a little news in a
contemporary. The news, however, is not parti,

cularly tempting, and we donot think on the whole, there is much
danger of our sending many diggers away from New Zealand by
alluding toit Devil'sKantoor, then,is situated in the neighbour-
hoodofMoodie's Reef, and Moodic's Reef is the new rush in the
Transvaalconcerning which we lately saw someverybig statements,
and whereaccording tocertain reports, lumps ofgold asbigasbroad-beans could be picked out of quartz, that stuck up all over the
country-side, with thefingers. Moodies' Reef, however,seemsa rushby no means easyto reach and we-are told of one portionof the
road inparticular whichis so steep that 14 bullocks are needed to
pullup ita Scotch cartcontaining a laid of considerably under half-
a ton. Thereseemshowever, to be some scope in the district for
people whoare fond of the picturesque, and fromonehill inparti-
cular, weare told, there may be commanded a view of a tract of
countrynoted for itsgame— lions, and leopardsandsuch interesting
objectsof sport nodoubt, as wellas snakes, o£ which one that wasseenon the way to the Reef measured, says the writer, as much in
girthas "the pot-lid." We arenot told as to whether thediggers
divert themselves by the chase or notbutprobably in a country
where, whileamanishunting one species of animal, an animal or
eventwo orthreeanimals of someother Bpeciesmaybehuntinghim,
discretion is considered thebetterpart ofvalour.

—
The diggersnever-

theless, all carry revolversand knives— which, moreover,they seem
tocarry merely for ornament,as the writer says they are neverused.
But whenmen are fod on mealiemeal porridge or" "pap," as we are
lold thry call it

—
it is quiteeasy to conceivehow they miy not feel

themselvesquite in the spiritsnecessary fora profitable use of fire-
arm". To get up eventhe smallest row on fare like that, it would
need a Jire-eater indeed. We canquite understand, again, how men
workingon such diet, under a South African sun, have the sweat
pouring into their eyes and mouths and down their noses as the
digger who writessay3he had— and the mealie meal to boot costs
£3 6sa bag. Anothermatter,saving yourpresencegood reader, that"
may peem provocative of sweat. Besides all this, there ii a fever
seasontobe encountered

—
and, although whenthe digger who writes

toour contemporaryarrived,the season wasreported to be over for
the year he found thatit could still extend its skirts to somedegree,
for twomenhad sickenpd afterwards of whom one at least was not
expected torecover. After a week'sbard work again, the writerand
his twocompanions had managed togetlidwt.,ofgold whosevalue
wassomethingabout 5s 3d. He acknowledges however, that some
menon the field makeas much as £7 a week, but that is earned by
Ihehelp oE a Scotch cart and four "bovß," that is, as wesuppose,
Kaffirs, or nativesofsome kind or another.— On the whole, then, the
richesof this new rush in the Transvaalare not quite apparent, but
thehardships tobe encountered there are veryevident, andsuch as a
sensible man would think a errest many titnes before he wonW run
therisk of enduring. Devil's Knntoor is a suggestive name.

—
and

there is some reasonto suspect, that the whole neighbourhoodmay
deservea somewhatsimilarone.

A COMMEMORATION washeld the other day at St.
A CATHOLTC MaTys City, Maryland, of the foundation of the

ANKIVBBSARY. Colony two hundred and fifty years ago. The
persons who met together for the celebration

were Catholics, who desired more especially to commemorate
the establishment 'of perfect religious freedom, established
first by Catholics on the American Continent, and simultaneously
with thefoundation of the Colony in questionby Lord Baltimorein
1634, Not that ithas notbeea attempted to deny this fact, or to

It would seem that the attempts made tostirup
theEnglish masses to take vengeanceon theIrish

J people in England for the dynamite outrages,ofwhich, for by far the mostpart, those peopleknow
nothing:and havebut littlesympathy or approval,

arenot likely fo proveeffectual. Itwouldseem, inshort, according
toa correspondentof oneof theLondon newspapers, who professes
to have fullinformation «n thc subject, that, on thecontrary,there
is a pooddealof sympathy felt among the English masses, if not
for the sauseof Ireland,in which it is pretended that theoutrages
arecommitted,at least for that whichmay well be acknowledgedon
all sides tobe much worse— that is, the causeof the peopleviewed
from the standing-point of the Communist and Nihilist.The masses,
indeed, as weare told, Tecognise' that for every evil theremust besomesource, andthey areready toacknowledgethattheill-treatment
measured out to Ireland in the pastmay reasonably account for theanger that manifests itself in the destruction of monuments and
buildings. They are even ready to demand that the grounds for
such manifestationsmayberemoved by granting to the Irish people
theconcessions which itis believed— rightly orwrongly,and wrongly
as webelieve,— wouldput a slop to the malpractices referred to.-—
Their principal leason, however, for lookingupon thematterwithsomething like approval is tbar, by means of these outrages, the
powerof thepeopleover the ruling classes and owners of property
is made, evident, and the doctrines now commonly taught among
themby French and German Socialists receiveastriking illustration*
Every fresh explosion, in fact, which takes place in London is a
welcome proofto the English democrat of the force of the weapon
heholds in his own hands also, tobe used whenever itmay suit hit
purpose, and he is willing to pay whathe looks npon as the com-
paratively small price of such destruction of life or property
as may bring it fully home to the hearts of those whom he
regards as his oppressors that the day of their power is draw-
ing towards ita close, and that the people who arc possessed
of a strength against which nothing can stand if it be used
and who are daily being made better acquainted with their
power, and more persuasively urged to employ it, must be
accorded a considerationthat, so far, has been withheld from then>
The case, in fact,asstated by the correspondent to whom we alludo,
and -who writes with the tone of conviction, and argues his point
very forcibly, would seem toaffordgrounds to suspect that, evenif
someof theLondon outrages were the work of Irishmen or Irish,
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points. Buthow comes it, nevertheless, that Mr. Stout seems tohave forgotten the role of "grand pacificator," to which hepledgedhimselfevenlvoluntarilyonhis election? Howcanheaffordto leave thearenaat Wellington wherethestruggle is now -oing on,
and where the chances of a compact ministry depend in agreatdegree upon tact,and wise dealing ? Or has Mr. Stout left behindhim, to work wonders there, the shadow of his persuasive smile, orthe echo of aphilosophic whisper? The patriotic leader, first of all,attends to the needs ofhis country,andis ready tosacrifice to themevery private interesteven the most dear and best beloved. Howcomesit,then, thatMr. Stout has found himselfat libertytoremovehis pacifying influence from the scene of action to Dunedin? Andmust we expect thatduringhis premiership, a considerableportionofthebusiness of the Colony willbeexcogitated by him at sea, oron the railroad,ashe goescontinually back or forward1 It is,how-ever,fortunate that thematterrests in thehands of genius, and noexpectation,therefore, that we can form of the results will prove
extravagant. Itis tobe hoped,meantime, that the various conflict,
ing interestsmay be reconciled, so that the already over-retardedbusiness of the country maybe proceeded with.
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