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OLD MEXICO AS SEEN BY A NEW ENGLANDREPORTER.

"
The appearanceof thegreatCatholicactress,Miss Anderson,at the

Alexandra Theatre,Liverpool, bas caused a rush for seats neverequalledin thehistory ofthatpopularresort. The superiority of her
acting certainly justiaes the eagerness shown tosecure tickets for the
performance."

—
LiverpoolCatlwlie Times.Miss Anderson is oneof those remarkableactresses who are anhonour tothe stage. No breadthofscanal hasever touchedhername.Andeventhosedespicablespecimensof the geivus

"dude," wholounge
round theatredoorsandtalk of actresses by their Christian names,
have been obliged to omit her name from their lying chronicles,
because a scandalous lie about her character wouldbe too pre-posterous.

But why isMiss Andersona "great Catholic actress
"

? She is
aCatholic,and wearereliably informedthat sheisstrict inheratten-tion to herduties as aCatholic. This does not make her a Catholic
actressany more thanit madeMi's. May Apues Fleming, who used
to write thethrilling novels in theNew York Weekly, a great Catho-licnovelist.

Miss Anderson plays Parthenia, Galatea, and Juliet with much
dramaticability,andshe will very probably assume the mantle of
CharlotteCushman withcredit,if she continues to progress and to
study. Parthenia, Galatea andJuliet are not particularly Catholic
characters. "The Daughter of Roland,"in whichdramashe appearsasBertha, was, we believe, one approved of by a French Bishop.
Becauseshe plays in that, are we to consider her a "Catholic act-ress"? Ifa"great Protestantactress

"
were to be advertised, weshould think it rather silly. To be sure. Protestantism has always

turned its face against artof anykind, and to connectFrotestantism
withart, poetry,ormusic,wouldbeto talk of incompatibilities. ButbecauseaCatholic takes the part of Rosalindin "As You Like It,"
or Ophelia in"Hamlet."' why should this be called Catholic acting
and the actressa

" Catholic actress" ?
Itis creditable to Miss Anderson that she has kepther nameunstainedamong the temptationsof the most dangerous profession

in which any womancanengage. The union oF practical piety and
devotionto the theatrein thisyounjr actress is admirable. Itis likean instanceof one wbotouches pitch withoutbecoming defiled ; stillthere is noreasonwhy she shouldbe called a "Catholic actress."

The "eminent Catholic engineer," "the well-known Catholicgrocer,"" the talented Catholic plumber," which wesee occasionallyin certain local prints, have just as much warrantas
"

the great
Catholic actress." Tho railroads of the engineer, the gas pipesoftheplumber, the teaandcoffee of the grocer,areas Catholic as MissAnderson's acting. Miss Anderson on the stage is as modest astheatrical traditions and the dramas in which she plays willlether.
be;and thismodesty is preserved by the safeguards of her religion.Ifsheacted as well aa SaraBernbardt,whoisa greatactress, although
sheis areproachtoany religion she mayprofess, itis hard tounder-stand why the Church, shouldreceive honour fromthe fact. If sheinaugurated a school of acting in which the subject8presentedshouldbe entirely Christian, with ibe intention of glorifying the Church
and showing the grandeur of Faith, then wemight with propriety
callhera" great Catholic actress." As ifc is,how is she more Catho-lic as anactess,say of tbepart of Parthenia,in "Jngomar," than a
dozen others that bave tried it? Or how more Catholic inJuliet
tban Madame Modjeska, who is not claimed as "agreat Catholicactress," although she is a Catholic? This dragging of tbe title
Catholic into everything is the attempt of people, who areafraidthe Church can not stnnd alone, to prop it upbymeans of every
celebrity whohappens tobe a Catholic.

—
N.T.Freeman,

The Emperor of China recently authorised the destructionof4,000,000 dollars' worthof opium,and emphaticallyrefuses toacceptany revenue from the odious traffic— #,Y. .Australasian. -

We havealways insisted that the Mexicans have been outraeeouslvmisrepresented by ignorant, prejudiced, and unscipnlousKiSwhohave goaefrom theStates with interested motives, and indeedthepeople by the lightof a false civilisation. Spite of aU thTun-propitious influerfces thathavebeen inoperational, that country forS.SS^yeaM> fche.ln,?uence of th«ir Catholic civilisation is stilf fdtamongthem,especially amongthemass of the people, and theconSSJETVbat a.0<Lthe Prote<*ant civilisatio£ of*?neir morepowerfulNorthernneighbours, withall their assumed superiority itmust be confessed, is decidedlyin their favour.
superiority,it

We havebeen much pleasedand interestedinreading the lettersof the correspondentof theBoston Herald,"F.R.G.;-' whoVocSpamed the lateexpeditionof the directors'of the Mexican Central232?* tFS* ****■" dl?ring their deligbtf»l So°heA z£cB The descriptionsof sceneryandof the mansions and c2Jw£ th
fftPe°^' writer, are graphic and interesting andthey bear the evidence of verisimilitudeon their very face Hehasevidently,nospecialpoint to make,noprejudicetogratify,nocovertdesign toaccomplish. He simply describesthingsIs he finds themand wemust confess thatthepicture he drawsof thfstate of sodeTv'mMexicoiBiB not by anymeansan unpleasingone
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NorZrn^-^'w.?J°Ud°. DOt hear the naflal W-rttoSoSSatNorthern cities. Whatever infirmities of temper or character thlMexican people may possess, their street mannersare aSodd for"
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likely to walkoffwith any stray articlewhichmaycomeinhis way,is true, but then remember that these poor people labour under
'

extraordinary temptations. Theyarebitterlypoor,and the smallesttrifle lookslarge tomen andwomen who subsiston ten cents a day.witharisein wagesand improved manner of living and generaleducation,honesty will becomethe rule." The peoplewill be asthechildrenare educated. "Thechild is fatherof the man." The oldCatholiccivilisationunderstoodthis well,andacted accordingly, andtheMexicanshaveevidently inherited the goodoldcustoms of theirCatholic ancestors. We commend the following extract from ourcorrespondent's letter to the thoughtful consideration of theautnoiities of allour schools,public and private:—
"The good manners of the school children of Mexico mentdeserved commendation. 'Urbanity

'
is a school study asmuch asarithmeticor spelling. There is a Tegular school-book which treatsof such topics as respect to one'selders and superiors, the etiquetteof the homeand the street. Thus carefully trainedat an age whendiscipline ie most required,the Mexicanyouth grows up with goodmanners and courteous habits. Iwas much pleased with theexquisitemannersof the smallest childrenin theprimary schoolsofGuanajuato, where yonngsters of four and five received foreignvisitors, clad in a garb which, to them, must haveappearedquiteoutlandish, withoutamurmur of laughter,and with all the aplomb

of cosmopolites. ChildreninMexico arekept in wholesome pubjec-tion to theirelders. The universalspoiled child of the States, who imakes lifemiserablefor everyone,is quiteunknown here. Corporal v
punishment is the rule here, but parental discipline is temperedbythatkindly familiarity with the children of the household whichseems tobeauniversal characteristicofLatinnations. Itis seldomthat one hears a child crying on the streets here. Ihave beeninterestediv the street playamongpeon children,and the absenceofrudeness, the kindness of the older childrento the younger ones,
struck me forcibly."

—
CatJwlie Review.
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