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nationat.” “From what I bave said, yon will understand that our
elementary schools, if Catholic, have Catholic books and Cathelic
teachers; if Protestant, their books and teachers are Protestant.”
The followinz extract from a speech made by Mr. Gregory in the
Honse of Commons on May 15, 1866, was also read. * Some of the
normal colleges are for Protestants, some for Roman Catholics ; but
while all are under eivil surveillance so far as testing proficiency goes,
the heads are generally ecclesiastie, it baving been admitted that
thege institutions should have & religious character, The result of
this system is this—an admirable education pervading the whole
community, only two cut of every 100 not being able to read, write,
and cipher, and a thorough and cordial acceptance of it by every
religious denomination.” Before the Rev. David Sidey, then, writes
his prowised letter on secondary education, it might be as well for
bim to learn & few factz by means of which to qualify his fancies.
They certainly need rome kind of an improvement,

THE VICEROY IN THE NORTH.

—_—————
(Doblin Freeman, Juna 28.) i

THE Viceregal visit to Beifast terminated on Friday with the ceremony

Wby knighting the Mayor, 8ir David Taylor's fellow-townsmen wiil

" readily join in congratulativg him upon the well-merited dignity.
He is personally very popular, and both as & merchant and a magis-
trate has won a high place in the Northern capital, It is no fault of
Bir David’s that he is the head and gride of a Corporate body which
embodies and perpetuates that purely eectarian spirit which is the
bane of sacial health in Belfast and the Northern province, As
Mayor of Belfast, Sir David Taylor presides over the deliberations of
a Town Council whose sign might reflect the old Bandon inscrip-
tion— “ Turk, Jew, or Atheist

May enter here, but not & Papist.”

‘We hear a good deal of the rapid strides of civilisation in Belfast, but
in the resolute combination of the party with which Sir David Taylor
is allied to exclude from the Council Chamber a single representative
of the seventy or eighty thousand Catholics of Belfast there is o strik-
ing evidence of the tenacity with which the dominant party clings to
the mers narrow-mindedness and bigotry of unenlightened
primitive states, It i3 hardly Sir David Taylor's fault that
he is the official figure-head of the exelusive faction, bat it
is difficult to allude to the head withous taking ' cognisance of the
body. Earl 8pencer on Friday utilised very fully the few hours of
the forenoon which he had in Belfaat, Several addresses were
presented to him at Ormiston, to which he made briet replies, and,
accompanied by the Countess, he spent some time in the showyard of
the North East Agricultural Society. It was observed that the Vice-
regal party were better received than on the previous day, and that
the display of flags and street decorations was much more general,
This ia possibly due to the * Bule Britannia ™ spirit of the speech
which his Excellency delivered at the banquet on Wednesday night,
and to bis civil, if cold, acknowledgment of the written rhapsodies of
Lord Arthur Hill and ;Mr, Cashier Cobain on Tharsday. Oua the
whole, as far as we can see, the Lord Lieutenant has no reason to be
dissatisfied with his trip to the North, It is to his credit that he was
not deterred from the visit by the windbags of Sandy-row, and the
sequel has shown him how infiated and utterly contemptible they are,
The lesson is & useful one for future guidance, ~Although the addresses
presented to His Exocellency yesterday were from purely religious
bodies, it will be noticed that their Janguage for the most part was
not of the mildest and most subdued character, The Rev, Mr. Kane
himself could scarcely command a more offensive vocahulary than
that of the rev. gentleman who read the feficitations of the Presby-
terian College and of the Belfast Presbytery. Earl Spencer may not
have meant to utter a gentle hint at the peeuliar style in which Nor-
thern religious Lodies express their admiration for law and order,
but his sllusion in his addresses to * immoderate langnage " as a thing
to be avoided might be so comstrned, Before taking his depariure
Earl Spencer expressed to the Mayor the sivcere satistaction and
pleasure which the Viceregal pariy had derived from the visit,

The receot death of the Rev. Father Ratisbonpe has created a
new interest in his extraordinary conversion, and probably a great
many people have been hearingof it now for the first time. By
mistake the name )Theodore was printed for Alphonse Marie in
aonouncipg the event in the Adwe Marmag ; bub cur readers were
aware that Father Theodore had already been dead some months,
These two brothers, both of whom had become apostles after abjaring

daism, were united in such close frendship that it seema as if death
teelf conld not keep them long apart, Father Theodore was the
ounder of the Congregation of the Bisters of Our Lady of Bion, and
of the Arch-confraternity of Christian Mothers. Father Alphonse,
who co-operated in the works of his brotaer, directed the Community
of Religions of Sion, establighed in that city, His sudden and
miraculous conversion took place, as we stated, in Rome, at the
beginuing of the year 1842, At that time be thought of Christianity
only to reject it with contempt, mingled with batred. Ope day, as
he was waiting in the Church of 8. Andrea delle Frate for his friend
the Baton de Bussiére, who had gone into the sacristy to make arrange-
ments for a funeral, he felt impelled to enter the Chapel of 8t. Michael
the Archappel, where a wonderful grace awaited him. The Blessed
Virgin appeared to bim, surrounded by such brightpess and glary
that he fell upon his knees, being as it were crushed by an irresistible
hand, whilst at the same time his son] was so fully enlightened that he
“understood all,” This conversion made such a stir that the Holy
Bee thought proper to take notice of it, and ordered the evear to be
canonically examined. After a conscientions investigation, Cardinal
Patrizzi, Jupe 3, 1842, declared that there was foll evidence of “ a
true and great miracle wrought by God, through the intercession of
the Blessed Virgin."~—Avc Mariz,

Qorrespondence.

[We are not responsibla for the oplnions expressed by correspondents .}

o ————

A MATTER OF OPINION.

T® THE EDITOR N.%. TABLET,

B12,—You say the education question is the most importapt. This I
deny. Let ug first tax the laad, and “then, when there is an over-
flowing natioual treasury, it may be easy to get money grants to our
schools. If grantas were a fact to-morrow, where would the money
come from? Catholics should think of this, and first, as Sir George
Grey gaye, make sure of the unearned increment. It is foolishness
to make the education queation the alpha and the omega of a Catho-
lic, Let us fight for justice for all, and in that will we get our own
reward.—1X am, ete,

ARTHUR O'CoNNOR,

Christchurch, August 8, 1884,

[Nevertheless, the education guestion is the alpha and omega for
Catholics, There is, however, a “ Catholic * here and there who casts
in his lot with the ruck whose alpha and omegs, for tbis world and
the next, is, as Carlyle says, the * attainability of hoz-wash,”—We
wish such a * Catholic " joy of his pursuit, and bid bim welcome to
hig opinicns.—ED, NZ, TABLET, ]

CHILD-SLAVERY IN NEW YORK CITY.

———————————

(From Jolas Swinton's Paper.)

In close proximity to the Bt John's Park Def;ob, where long lines of
freight cars or loaded trucks are constantly in motion—in a street
leading down fo the Hudson River, and where numberless families
live in three and foar-story houses—there is 4 siz-storey brick bnilding,
with windows which would do credit to a prison or fortress, but are
too small for any building in whichk human beings are supposed to
need light and air, Between the windows, and running around the
front and one side of the building, is painted : % Manufactarers of
the Peerless Tin Tank, Japanned Tin Ware, Ginna and Co." The
whirr and buzz and hum of machinery came through the open
windows this bright May day, baot no human being was visible,

1 bad often heard that boys were engaged in this elaughter-house
on dangerous work, and thought I might be able to see for myself.
The front door was shut, and as I entered I heard a bell ring some-
where inside.

No getting beyond the entrance here, A strong wooden fence
surrounded three sides of the inclosure, and on the other was a door
leading ioto au office.

Hangiog np alongside of this door was a framed and glazed copy
of “ Rules and regulations to be observed by the employees,” No
one putting in an appearacee, I cozned these roles, and discovered
that every one had to be inside the building when the whistle blew
gt 7 a.m. ; that a balf-hour's prace would be allowed at 12 o’clock, and
that at 12,30 the whistle would again blow, when every one must be
on hand, and that 5.30 was closing time ; also that any one not on
bapd on Monday morniog or the day after a holiday wounld forfeis
his sitnation ; and also that no one was permitted to leave the build-
ing during working hours without permission from the superinten-
dent.

While reading this interesting document a billions-looking man
of ahout thirty-five came out, and to him I expressed my desire to
visit the factory.

“ We do not allow visitors,” sald he,

“Why?" I asked.

*We don't want anyone to kaow our business,'™

“Did you ever have a Health Inspector around bera ? ™

“ Never did.”

# Now, I am engaged ia obtaining statistics en child labour in this
cily, and for that purposs insiat on going threagh the factory.”
With that 1 produced my suthority,

“I don’t care. Youecan't go through withonta warrant,
care what you are, you can’t go through.”

“You are the—1"

* Superintendent.”

Accosting a puny, pale lad of about fifteen, who was standing
oulside, I asked bim if he worked in this slave-pen,

« I don's mow, I left there to-day. I wasin the goldering room.
But there are little bits of fellows on the machines, Wait a little
sud you'll see them, They ouly make about two and a half a week
and sometimes they’re fined nearly all their wages. They have to pay
for everything they spoll, and sometimes they don't bave much to
draw on Monday. Accidents? VYes, plenty of them. Sometimes
a boy gets his thumb or finger taken off ; sometimes his arm smashed.
Qh, they have to be careful, you bet. They'ro always wauting boys,
but they don’t stay long.” ey

Just then the whistle announced quitting-time, and men, hoys.
and pirle came trooping out—-the youngsters in greater propottion.
Some of them did not seem to be twelve years of age—ragged, most
of them. One of thems without shoes or stockings, Poour litile
chaps ] many of them not yet in their teens, whose lives seemed to
be cast in the hardest of places, The wear and tear of life had
begun early with them, and it did not seem strange to mwe that they
were dwarfed in body. As they came oot they were oPening their
envelopes and counting the proceeds of their sixty hours’ work, The
faces were a study for an artist, dissatisfaction and dissppointment
prevailed. A bond of sympathy existed between the Jittle fellows
&8s they compared mnotes; and as they moved slowly away, I felt u
curse rising in my heart on a system which doomed litt]e children
to such a life,

# It is against ouc rules,”

Idon’

s



