Friday, July 25, 1884,

CANTERBURY CATHOLI( LITERARY SOCIETY.
— ——
Christchurch, July 19,

AT the usual weekly meeting of the above society on Monday
evening, July 14, one candidaté was nominated for election on next
meetiog night. A discussion then took place as to the advieability
of insuiing the books and furniture, which resulted in the Couneil
being directed to do so. )

The programme for the evening was to be an address by Mr,
Curr, but, as that gentleman did ot put in an appearance, it had to
be filled up with the reading of * original papers,” which two of the
members had kindly prepared in case of such u contingency.

. Mr. O'Connor then read a very able and exhanstive paper on
‘ Buccees,” in which he showed that there was no royal road to pros-
perity, save by attention to business, sobriety, and integrity. The
indastrions and diligentare sooner or later bound to succeed, us ibmight
be truly said that success is the child of persaverance. In conclusion,
he impressed on the members the necessity of persevering in their
efforts to make the Bociety the success which it ought to be—a reduit
which could be only achieved by regnlar attendance, and inducing
their frienda to join its ranks, .

Mr. Loughoan complimented Mr. O'Connor on the style of his
paper, and the practical advice contained in it. He considered it
waf mueh to be regretted that yonog men, generally speaking, ignore
the way to success by perseverance and industry, and leave the
making of their fortune to luck, which rarely assists them.

Mr, Eennedy then read a paper on « Kecreation,” in which he
ehowed that brain workers stand much more in need of relaxation
from their csual avocatiops than those who employ the physical
system. It was necessary for man's peace of mind mnd health of
body that he should engage in labour of some sott, a3 no toil, how.
ever laborious, is e distressing as the eanwi of the indolent among
the wealthy classea. '

Rev. Father Bowers, Messrs, Walsh and Loughnan favourably
eriticised the paper,

As there was yet some time befors the close of the meeting, Mr.
Bohnlon suggested’ that the discussion regarding a paper on novels
read some few weeks ago before the Socicty, be resumed. This was
agreed to, and an interesting discussion then took place as to the
effect produced on the minds of their readers by novelists, especially
those of the present day, Messra, Seanlon, Loughnan, O Connor,
und Kennedy took part i it; at the conclusion of which the meeting
wag closed with prayer in the usual manner.

THE EMIGRANTS OF IRELARD.
e e

WE (Nation) take the following passages from the lectnreon © The
Emigrant Ballads of Ireland ” delivered by Mr. A. M, Sullivan res
cently to the members of the Southwark Junior Irigh Literary Clab,
of London, The chair un the cceasion was taken by Mr, Justin
M‘Carthy, M.P, Weare iudebted {o the Unirerse for the report of
the lectore which we use below :—

* Br. A, M. Bullivan, on rising to epeak, was greected with: great
applauce, He said e had consented most readily to speak to, them
that night, because his opportunities now were few to contribute
eomething to educate the young to be pood and true Irishmen and
Irishwomen, and not the less good citizens of the land in which they
dwell, because they loved their native land the better. Nearly every
civilised country had a poetry of its own. B8cotland was rich in the
poetry of the people, as was Germany and France, but Ireland in
Eupulu ballad poetty was singulariy deficient, because the rural

omes of the people bad been swept away, and what might have besn
a thriving peasantry bad become a mere set of labourers. You do
not find welling up from the hemts of that people, and taking shape
in song snd ballad, that loving for the unforgotten land they have
left behind them, That most singular fact singles out the Irish
emigrant 43 having some canse pecaliar to himself and a character
that does not attach to the adventurons wanderer of any other nation
in the world. When they gather round the fireside they whisper in
song of another land that is far away. The Irish exile brings up his
little children in the foreign land ‘and teaches them half fabulous
stories of his native land, for be tells him of the dreams of hope pie-
fured in his heart, There are legislators, I am afeaid [ must say, in
London at this moment, who could ot pass a school board examina-
tion in Irish bistory, who believe Ireland belongs by right of con-
quest to England, They will find Ireland does not belong to her by
any conquest. The treaty of Melletunt in 1601, Limertek 1691, and
the inte:- Parliamentary treaty of 1782, made certain terms to be
granted to our countrymen, and it they had been kepb thers might
be no Irish emigrant nation to-night, amd there wonld not be swig-
ing in the hearts of twelve millions of Irishmen all over the globe
the pasgion that fille them this evening. The terma of the treaty of
Mellefont were conridered too liberal by a certain party in Irelacd at
that time., We bave specimens of the same class there to-day., If
ever terms are offered to Ireland, supposed to ba liberal, you will
firid those hungry vultures crying oyt that the Governtment has de-
livered the loyal subjects into the hands of the seditious. The
speaker next procceded to apeak of the first military emigration of
the Irish chiefs to Home, the asylum and the refuge of thé persecuted
aod the oppressed. There no English revenge could touch them. and
there England's ediet never ran, There the Bovercign Pontiff as.
sigued them a royal allowance out ¢f his own purse, but they pined
under a foreign sky. ‘fhe treaty was broken at home ; their clans-
men were uow liks sheep without a shepherd, aud they with broken
hearts soon sank into fareign graves, The Earl of Tyrcoonell C!md
on ths 28:h of July, 1608 ; his broiber in the September following,
and the son of Hugh ('Neill in 1609 ; and oo July 20, 1616, the old
chieftain himself, who had nearly won the total independence of his
country eauk into a foreign grave, and was buried with royal pomp in
Rome out of 1be private puree of the Pope. Having briefly referred
to Count O'Neill of Tyrone, who ligesin Paris to.day, a3 the descen-
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"dant of the great Owen Roe O'Neill, Mr,

e | Sullivan proceeded to say
that the military emigration from Iteland subsequently- had grown to
such an extent, and the Irish filled such high positions in.the courts,;

the governments, and the eabinets of Furope,
Government became alarmed, The Irish emigront in that hour was,
found as the companion of kings, mot @s tha delyer
and toiler on the railways of Americs or England, but as comman-
der in the srmies of Continental Furope. Mr, Sullivan then
enumerated gome of the ballads that have found their origin in the
wanderings of the Irish race throughont the world, and recited with
much elocutionary ekill and amidst déafening applavge Thomae
Davie's " Battle Eva of the Brigade.” In concluding, Mr. Bullivan
said : Whatis to become of this grest emigrant land beyond the
shores of their own native isle! Will the stitesmen never sea thar
not without a great purpose has the great God implanted mo
deeply in the beart of & virtuous race & love so imperishable as ours?
Will there never come a day when true statesmanship will ses in thie
marvellous fidelity of a people to the home where thoir lot was hard
and their suffering severe somathing pointing to a great task which
Will be for the benefit of liberty throuzhout the whole world? My
faith is strong and my convictions invincible that from the fidelity,
the eelf-sacrifioe, and the devotion of that emigrant Ireland beyond
the Irish shore, as well as of that of onr countrymen at home, will
come the resurrection of that beloved isle. I believe if I am apared
even a few years more I and you sball live to gee & great step taken
towards that happy consummation, I have hepe if those who teach
the little children of the Irish raca in Kngland, in Columbia, in
Canada, and in Australia teach that only virtuous and righteous men
can work out a eause so just and fo holy as the Irish cause, and that
the Jove they bear thelr mother Jand in nowise hinders them from a
true and loyal companioush'p, neighbour, shopmate, or friend, in the
countries where their lot may be cast—my hope is strong that the
Irish in England and in foreign climes may eack, by his' own per-
sonal character, so win the confidence and respect of those around
You that no longer shall the finger of scorn be pointed at the exile
an he pasees by, but that the steanger may eay there goes a man from
whose heatt the straggles with adversity or the greed of wealth have
alike failed to eradicate the love of bia native home, Let us respect
bim and feel a kindly sympathy for the land he lovesso well ; and
from Ireland, in morning and evening, a‘prayer of constant loving
thought will go forth with a teeling of sympathy to our exiled

countrymen in the foreizn land, and to you here in England, ‘ Hail
to our exiled brethren,” .

that the English.

G UI L T Y?
—_——————

Farark HANLEY writes as follows to the Melbourne Age :—"1In
asking the prayers of the congregation for the happy repose of his
(Cordini's) soul, I took occasion to notice the statements in somae
newspapets questioning whether be had been at Confemsion, and
otherwise insinuating bis dying impenitently. I stated'he went to
Conlfession several times before his denth, attended at the holy sacri-
fice of the Mass, and 1eceived the Holy Viaticum on the morning
of his execution, and that he waited death with the fortituds of &
martyr (whether he is one or not God alone knows)., I referred to
his dyiog declaration, which helped to streagthen my previous eon-
viction as to his inaocence ; but T was most careful to distinetly point
out that this convietion was not the result of his being at Confession,
a8 what transpires betweeu the penitent and his confessor ia stampad
with the sacred seal of secrecy, which cannot be tampered with in
any way--~can only be known to Almighty God ; and the knowledga
disclosed assuch under the sacramental seal cannot bstiged either foror
agaiost the penitent, I supposed a case in the abstract, snd explained
to my congregation that every penitent, however badly instructed,
is fully aware that the bope of obtaining pardon of his sins or the
remission of guilt, by means of Confession, must be baked on & heart-
felt sorrow (grief of soul) and dutestation of the ains committed, in
which is essentially implied a firm resolution of avoiding sins for tha
time to come, so that the former cannot exist without the latter,
The fact, them, of Cordini asserting his innocence just as he was
about to be lannched into etersity and nshered into the awfnl
presence of his Owmniscient Judge, having & sincere”regard and
raverence for the institutions of his holy religion, helped to remove
every doubt oz my miad as to his innocenece, .
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A Burne correspondent writes ;. The English papers have brought
us an account of the death of an eccentric character in London, who
maintained voluntary silence. The history of thig singular man is
well known in Switzerland, He used to perambulats the conntry,
dresssed in grey blouse and large hat. He was believed to be dumb,
for he only commuuicated by signs, His name was \Vet.tstein, and
many years ago s rach speech on his part caused terribla mischiet,
A young girl, who was the vicf:im of it, wai rejected by her intended
bridegroom, and committed suicide. Wettstein, who wus the author
of the mischief, touk & vow that he would speak no more for 20 years,
He has kept his word, aod died in the 14th year.

Bpeaking of the spoliation of the Propaganda the Rev . Dr. Horst.
man, of St. Mary's parish, Philadelphia, says : “ If it were not for the
fact that the Chuich in Philadelphia is withous & bishop, ® taeeting
to expre:s sentiment on this subject would have been bheld long ag..
It is an American question. The reasons that applied to the American
College in kome to exemapt it rom confiscation apply to the Propa.
gande. I may say all countries ave interested, It is cosmopolitan
property, dedicated to the ssrvice of rehgxo_n. Young men are
educated theze for miseionary work in America, just as they are at the
American College. Indeed, previoua to 1865, when the American
College was started, the I'ropagamla was the only place, and it is
there that most of the older clergy of the Church in the United
Btates who have received higher education have been instructed.
A sentiment ought to be aroused aufficient to stop this piumcy upon
relizion,”



