
The ordinary weekly meetingof the above Society was heldon the
eveningof July 15, Mr. P.Reid President, in the chair. The attend'
ance of the members was very gratifying; two candidates were
balotted for and duly elected.

Theprogrammefor the evening consistedofreadings,recitationsand
songs. The firstitem on the programmewasa recitationby thechair*
man, whodelivered"Rustic Logic" in his well-knowneffective style,
aud, ata later stagein the evening, gave "Progress of Madness,"
whichafforded a goodexampleof whatcanbe accomplishedby means
of intelligent phrasing and clear enunciation, Mr. Lawlor's con-
tribution wasacomic reading."The BeefContract," by Mark-Twain,
whichwas veryamusing and provokedsome laughter. He aUo sang," CruiskeenLawn

"
whichwas well received. Mr.B.Bradley recited

ina very able manner "All Hallow," and wasfollowed also by a
recitation from Mr.D. Bradley, "The Home Above," which wasso
short thathehadbut little opportunity of displaying any histrionic
ability hemay possess. Mr. Ousackgaveanintelligentreadingfrom
Irish history excellently. Mr. Mclntyre recited

"Hoh'enlinden."
andhe has improvedgreatlyinhisdeclamatorypowers. The next item
was a comic song,entitled" Poor Tramp," which was rendered by
Mr. Crowley and wasmuch appreciated. The recitative,"Desmond
theLordofELildare"wasgivenby Mr.Mulliganwhoarrivesat theend
rather abruptly; he willmake agoodreciter, but the brake requires
to be steadily applied. Mr Bennassia rendered an Italian song,entitled"The Star," he has anexcellent voice,and was enthusiast!*

,callyapplauded. '" The Railway Chase," wasrecitedby Mr. O'Brien
with his usual gesticulatory movements. Mr.Farrell washeartily
applauded forhis singing, '« Tom. Bowling," which was effectively
rendered.

A DYNAMITE GUST.

(From our owncorrespondent.)
July 16.

At no general electionwithin the memory of the rising generation
have theRoman Catholic portionof the community here morecause
to give utterance to the hackneyed saying

"Save ds from our
friends

"
than during the present. There are but few of that reli-

gious persuasion aspiring to thehonour (?) of beingParliamentary
representativeshere, and judging from the actionof onein particu-
lar, the fewer the'better for thai body. Batwhat willnot ambition
lead to,and what.the means not resorted to, to arrive at the goalat
whi6h it-aims1 Mr.Tole has been for ten years,he says,a member
of the House of Representatives, and yearns togo there again. He
wasuneasy in mind because a reporthadgained currency inEden
that be had changed hi3viewsregarding the educationsystem,but
his'firat words tohis constituents, inorder toingratiatehimself once
more, was to disabuse their minds oE that suspicion.

—
"He had

hitherto bowed to the will of the electors,and he wouldin the future
as in the past steadfastly oppose any attempt to sap or destroy the
present educational system." To adda littlesugar to the coating of
that bitter educational pill swallowed by Mr. Tole

—
for bitter it

must be to any man professing to be a good practical Catholic
—

Major Burns, in seconding the vote of confidence, boasted thaton
that account

" the Orangemenhad puthim in before,and wouldnow
puthim inagain." Oncemore,"Saveus from our friends."

The questionof lighting the Queen street wharf with electric
light has been repeatedlyproposed,but no definiteactionhas as yet
been come to.

Atpresent the Harbour Board Committee has under its con-
siderationanoffer from Mr. J.Nearing, which it is thought might
be acted upon ultimately. He argues that workinglargesteamers at
night would'givemuch greater despatch, aswell as assist those em-
ployed in discharging cargo. Should Mr. Hearing's proposal be
entertained,he is prepared to import the necessary plant, which,
together withits cost, is as follows :— One *6 unit dynamo electric
machine, direct wound, constructed for arc lighting with all the
latest improvements, to run 6 arc lamps of 2,000 candle power,
£126 ;spare amateurfor same, £21 ;6 double differentialautomatic
regulator electricarclampsfor outdooruse, £72 9s;sixglobes, £6 6s:
500 yardsNo.18 copper wire, double insulation, £26 ss;oneswitch,
lls;current indicator, £4 15s;total,£283 11s. Packing the whole
for shipment, £15 15s;total, £299 6s. Six horse power nominal
steamengine, torunsix arc lights, 36018s;packing for shipment,
£3 Is;total, £63 19s. Eight-horse power nominal steam engine,
to run twelvearc lights, £81 ;packing for shipment, £4 4s;total,
£88 4s. Itis stated that one of the small wharf donkey-engines
could drivea six light machine. The committee,to whom the con-
sideration oftheproposalwasreferred,willbringupitsreport at the
nextmeetingof the Harbour Board.

Mr. G.E. Boyle, who. for some time past,occupied the position
of choir-master of St. Patrick's Cathedral, is about leaving for
Australia through failing health,in.hopesthat the change of climate
maybe beneficial. Ashehas been alwaysready togivehis valuable
vocalservices whenrequiredinanybenevolent cause, theparishonp.rs,
assistedbymany persons of musical talent, professionalandamateur,
have resolved upongiving him a complimentary benefit priorto his
departure.

The earlyclosingmovementset onfootby many of the Auckland
employees,iB makingitself felt. Already a few extensive firms have
agreed toclose their business places at 6 on Saturday evenings, and
others areabout to follow the example set. After giving the charge
of hours a fair trial, they intendmakingitpermanent,ifnot injurious
inany marked degree to the trade.

Encouragement towards the thrifty and domestic work of
poultry-raising by settlers andothers hasbeen given inasubstantial
mannerhere this yearby numerous citizen*. Some really valuable
prizes wereoffered for the best exhibits of poultry in the different
classes, anda very successful show, lasting three days, has just
closed. Theoriginatorsof this competition deserve some credit for
the energy displayed in the enterprise.

A grandbazaar and fancy fair in connection with St.Mary's
Catholic Church, Onehunga, was opened this week. Anelaborate
display of fancy work, and a splendid assortment of pictures,
adornedthe different stalls. An entertainment of a like nature is
being got up towards the erection of the proposed new Catholic
church in Ponsonby, anda concert was heldin the Ponsonby Hall
this week, theproceeds of which willbe devoted to theprocuring of
materials necessary incarrying onthe work of the bazaar, whichis
being inaugurated through the instrumentality of the Sisters of
Mercy.

The governmentofficers at Fort Hamilton express,the opinionthat
adynamite gun with which they havebeenexperimenting will prove
a weapon of terrible destructiveness,,but.Colonel Hamilton thinks
it will be more .serviceable on land than on water, because
he does not believe that a charge of dynamite striking but not
penetrating the deck of a ship like, the British Thunderer would
destroy the vessel. The gun looks like a 40 foot brass pipe
mounted on a, steel girder such as lie on the elevated railroad
pillars. The gun is,constructed of brass and steel, fitted in the.
most accurate manner at the points, and capable of sustaining a
pressure of 1,000 pounds to the square inch. It weighs but a ton,
and may be carried by asmall gunboat. The projectile is nothing
moreor less thana.dynamite cartridge encased insoft metal, witha
shell of brass and fitted with a wooden tail. It weighs about a
hundred pounds. The softmetal fillingprotects the dynamite from
all ordinary accidents. But when the projectile,,at. speed, strikes,
head on, against a resisting surface,a hard metalpin imbedded in
the soft metal, andnot touching the dynamite, is forced into the
fulminite at the headof thecartridge anddiscbarges the dynamite,
'lhe gun is constructed with a powerful air-ch,amber capable of
storingan immense amount of compressed air. The gunner sights
with telescopic sights withhair lines, and with the pressure of a
finger discharges the air into the barrel, and starts theprojectile on
its flight. The greatlengthof the tube is requiredto economise all
the forcesof the air which is less rapidin itsaction thangunpowder.
This gun will throw cartridges three miles witha precision never
attained with gunpowder. An ordinary projectile loses power the
further it travels from the gun. TMb cartridge arrives ready for
business nomatterbow far itgoes.

The Government is experimentingat Fort Hamilton withatwo-
inch gun, and some wonderfulexecution hasbeen done. The guns
may be manufactured in any well-equipped machine shop,and cost
but a song in comparison with the enormous guns turned out by
Kruppand at Woolwich. The same principle is applicableto field
guns tobe usedinland engagements. There ismuch scepticism on the
partof thepublic as to the possibility of firing adynamite cartridge,
evenwith compressedair substituted for gunpowder asapropelling
force, without the explosionof the cartridge, butitis declared that
it will accomplishit. Blankcartridgeshavebeen nsed in the experi-
ments. Astothe accuracy of thegun there canbenodoubt,auditmay
beexpectedtosend a missile against aship at a distance of two and
perhaps three miles almost unerringly. If it will hurl dynamite
cartridges,asthe inventorsays itwill,it will certainly effect a great
revolutioninwarfare. The first experimentwith the dynamite gun
at Fort Hamilton wasmade onApril 17. Sand and lead wereused
instead of theexplosive. Lieutenant Zalinski expressedhimself as
being well satisfied with the result.

—
American Paper.

The onlysafe andsurecure for GravelorUrinary troublesisHop
Bitters. Prove it, Bead.

A demonstration oE the Kentand Sussexlabourers, attendedby
6ix or seven thousand persons, was held on Monday at Rochester,
whenresolutions demanding the passing of the Franchise Bill wereunanimously carried.

Mr.T. Shone, writes: Provideyourself witha small tinderbox,
let itbe filled with tinder madefrom burntrag (co other tiaderwill
do), carry thisin yourpocket; shouldyou be sounfortunateas tobe
bitten bya venomoussnake, ignite the tinder(theback ofyour pocket
knife will answer fora steel),coverthe wound with tho lighted end
of the tinder box, and blow steadily through the small hobat the
reverseend. Ina few seconds alargeblister wilIbeformed,in which
maybe seen floatingcertain globules of liquid, like oil;open, the
blister, allow the contents to escape and youmay go about your
businesswithout much consequences. Ihaveseenit triedmore than
once,bothincases of puffadder and night-adder bites,with equal
success.

—
South Africanpaper.

Itis reportedthat some Russian officerswho werefound wander-
ingnear the Punjab, on. the Murgliab,havebeeu taken prisonersby

,the Afghans,andsent under escort toSarakhs.
The life-blood of Ulster continues to ebb away gradually.

Despite the industry, wealth; enterpriseand enlightenment of which
the

"
loyalists

''
of Ulster used to boastsomuch, the best and n,0.-i

vigorous of our peoplearedaily withdrawing from amongst us asit
this werea plague-strickenprovince. The records of our Northern
portsbear ample testimony to this'sad anddiscouraging fact. Thus,
onevery day during the present season, the emigrant ships have
borne away hundreds of young men and womenwho shouldhave
sufficient room for their exertions at home. It would, however,
seem that with crowded garrisons of soldiers, police, and useless
officials, together witha gluttonous aristocracy-that takes up like a
sponge the whole sap of the land, there is little left for the good,
lowly,-andindustrious,,whomasteitherstarve oreraigr^te.-WVatJw,
May 31.
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