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Hon. Evelyn Ashiey, Political searetavy to the Colonial Office, replied
that the verdicts were of a surprising character, but that it was
impossible for the Imperial authoritiea to interfere,

Prioce Bismarek is urging the Clevical party to withdraw thair
objecticn to the subsidy of the direct mail line to Australis,—How
the questions of religion and navigation, nevertheless, are mixed up i
this particular matter, it is difficult to understand,

Msajor Kitchener, who for some past has been in command of &
bhody of Bedouin irregnlar troops stationed at Eorosko, telegraphs
from that town that he sighted the rebel army during a recent recon-
naissance, Detailed accounts from independent resources confirm
Major Kitchener’s report, and sbow that a strong body of rebels is
marching from Korosko town, about half-way between Assonan nod
Wady Halfa, 100 miles from the southera boundary of Cpper Egypt,
and commandiog the passage of the Nile, Another body of Arahs is
known to be marching towards Dongola, an important Nubian tewn
above the third cataract of the Nile. In view of the threatened
attacks of Arabs and their possible advance farther northward, the
Bussex Regiment bas been ordered to proceed at once to Assouan,
the frontier town of Upper Egypt, aud an important strategical pogi-
tion. The increasing gravity of the sitnation is causing considerabie
alarm, and anxiety is felt for the garrisons and inhabitants of Don-
gola and Korosko, wnich are believed to be threatened with attack.
Another regimant will follow the Rogal Sussex to Assonan within a
short iime, in order to strengthen the garrison at that place.

WEDNESDAY,

The Selwyn County Council have consented io give 4d a dozen
for the destrnction of sparrows, chaffinches, green linnets, and sky-
larks.

A child named White, at Wellington, had the mascles and sinews
of one of its legs tarn away helow the knee by getting its leg
entangled in a trolly wheel while the trolly was in motion.

A few days ago it was mentioned that two apprentices of the
barque Examiner had been poisoned by eating a tin of jam with a
Hobart label. One of them, pamed Frank Trew, died yesterday
afterncon at Somner. It is not certain that death is direcily
attributable to the jam, but it was undonbtedly accelerated by it.

A correspondent of the Daily Times telegraphs from Welling-
ton :—* Or the news reaching Wellington that a requisition was
being signed requesting Sir Julins Voge! to stasd for Dunedin
Central, Mr. Bracken intimated to Bir Julius that he would not
oppuse 50 able and experianced a politician, providing that Sir Julius
would stick io the Liberal party, In reply, Sir Julins gave Mr,
Bracken to understand that Ye had not the slightest intention of
opposing him, as, from what e had learned, Mr. Bracken was trustad
and esteemed by Mr, Macandrew and otber leading Liberals. On
receipt of this reply Mr, Bracken made up his mind to stand for
Dunedin Central, and to contest the seat against all aspizants,”

A careful examination of the remains found at the Three Kings,
Auckland, showed that they must have been in the ground for many
years—in all probability a quarter of a century., Of courseitisa
common oceurrence to find the remaing of Maoris in the voleanic
cavea around and in the vicinity of the Three Kings ; but Mr.
Bishop saya the Maoris never interred their dead in the manner this
body was buried, and he does not think, even though the remains are
those of o Maor, that they were buried there by & Maori. Thers is
one remarkable thing in connection with this discovery—viz, that
the Iarge booe of one of the fore arms appears to bave, at one time,
been fractured, but the setting of the fracture appears, by its newness,
to have been the result of considerable surgical skill,

At the Odd-Fellows’ Hall, Caristchurch, last night, the infant
Blondins exhibiting oa the tight-rope, the eldest, a girl of about 11
years, who had jusb completed 52 ‘miles, having been walking all
day, took her litle brother, two and a half years old, on her back
and mounted the tight-rope. He was blindfolded, but not fastened
to her. Her stocking being wet with perspiration caused her to slip,
and she screamed, “I am falling | "and immediately fell, fortunately
from no great height, as she was over the stage. ~Bhe snstained no
fuyther injury than a bruise on one arm and & considerable shake,
The little fellow was also considerably bruised. The police at once
stopped the performance, and the father of the children promised
not to continue the show,

The following is the substance of the convention which, as Lord
Kimberly annouuced in the Homse of Lords on the 18th ingt, has
been agreed to by the French and English Governments ay prelimi-
nary to hoiding the projected European conference on Epyptian
affairs, By the terms of the convention it iz stipulated that the
present Brilish occupation shall cease, and Brifish troops be with-
drawn at the beginning of 1888, if the other European Powers eon-
sider that the stability and tianguility of the cuuntry will then be
sufficient to warrant the adoption of such coursa, With regard to
the guestion of Egyptian finance, it is agreed that in order to sseure
the control of the Egyptian national debt, and extend the control
of the budget, the office of President of the Egyptian Council of
Miniaters shall be held by an Englishman. The convertion algo
refers to the necessity for ensuring the preservation of Bgyptian
neutrality in time of war. In this connection Hngland engages
hereatter to propose the adoption by the Powers of o treaty similar
to that by which in 1870 Enpgland, Prussis, and Krance agreed to
respect the neutrality of the kiogdom of Belglum. The agreement
to nentralise the Suez Canal is based upow Lord Granvills’s circular
of Janvary, 1883. Mr. Gladstone has stated that the agreement ig
entirely contingent upon the results of the projected Conference,
but if Parliament refects it the Government will resign,

THURSDAY,

At the annual meeting of tbe Auckland Chamber of Commerca,
Mr, L. D. Nathan (president) delivered the usual address. He
regretted that he was unable to congratulate members on a snceessfql
year. Asa reflex action of the Bouthern depression, the demand for
kauri bad fallen off in that market znd in Australia, and thera wag @
glut in American and Baltic timber, He eulogised the Sun Franciseo
mail service as the best we ever had, and thonght it would be supreme
iolly to pupersede it by & worse. He condemned the so-callad

impx‘-ovement of the bankruptey laws,
president for the ensuing year,

., The sixth snnnal meeting of the Bakaia and Ashburton Forks
Railway Company was held yesterday afterncon, The report showed
that the line has been paying over 84 per cent, after deducting all
charges. The organissd opposition to the distriet rate has prevented
it being completed, but when this has been settled in a court of
Justiee the directors will be in o position to declare a dividend, The
ireffic recoipts were £7,500, and the revenue in excess of working
expenses £2,570., Mr. K, M, Mortea was elected a director, and £50
voted to the directors for their services.

In the House of Commons on Monday night Mr. Gladstone
wade a gtatement regarding the convention which has been concluded
between England and France in regard to Egyptian affairs. The
Premier announced that it was optiona! with England to withdraw her
troops from Egppt before 1888 ; that France had repudiated the idea
that she desired a renewal of the dual contro), or an Anglo-French
ocenpation, after the British evacustion. The Premier further atated
that the Conferencs of Enropean delegates will meet to decide uFon
Egyptian financial guestions, and that the decision thereon will be
submitted to Parliament ; and failing the approval by "Parliament of
thetm, the Government will resign,—The Hon. E. Ashley announ-
ced that 1000 British troops are under orders to procesd to Natal
to reinforce the garrisons in that.colony, and that it has been decided
to increase the forces in the reserve territory in Zululand. -

In the French Chembers, during a discussion oo the Egyptisn
question, M, Ferry spoke in praise of England’s lofty and disin.
terested poliey, but the Chamber dissented from his stafement, The
Standard doubts whether the ngreement between England and
France will escape shipwreck. The Zimes complains that England
concedes too much and receives pothing in return, The English
Press gauerally compliin of the want of knowledge shown in the
financial proposals, It is probsble that the Opposition in Parlia.
ment will bring down a vote of censure on the Government after
th2 conelusion of the Conference,

The German Reichstag is unlikely to pass the proposed subsidy
for a German mail service to Anstralia, Prince Bismarck states that
the grasping policy of the Baglish colonists in the Pacific is offensive
and irritating to Germany.

Cholera of a sporadic character has broken out at Toulon.
Numerous deaths have already oceacred, and s panic basarisen, with
the result that an exodus of the residents is proceeding, General
precautions against the spread of cholera have been taken ou the
Continent, The mortality at Tonlon from the disease is decreasing,

In the House of Lords Earl (ranville hes announced that tha
British Government had decided to waive the claim to the district of
Angra Pejuma, west cosst of Africa, regarding which diplomatic
negotiations have been procecding between the Hnglish and German
Governments,

Mr. G, Reid was elected

O

London, April 25,—A tremendous excitement was caused here
this afterncon by the arrest of a supposzed dynamiter in Dublin, sad
the statement that he was the redoubtable P, J, Bheridan, Many of
the evening papers issued special editions, with huge headlines, and
the eagerness with which they were bought and read shows the vast
hold that the dynamite fever still has on the minds of the people.
It was soon known that the arrest, which at one time promised snch
important results, had been made throngh the vigilance of special
detectives recently sent from London to Dublia by Bir William
Veraon Harcourt, oa the advice of Chief Inspector Jenkinson and
Chief Seccctary Trevelyan, The Home Seeretary was sitting in the
House of Commons when the news was received of the capture of
Sheridan, and many members from both asides of the House flocked
around him to offer their congratulations. While they were thus
engaged, somewhat to the interruption of business, later news was
received to the effect that the supposed Invincible was only a barm-
less commercial travetler, carrying dynamite samplesfor innocent
uses, and the members quickly withdrew o their seats, some of the
Tories Iooking rather sheepish over their effusiveness,

OTAGe LAND BOAERD.~At Wednosday's meeting conaideration
of J. McBride's letter respecting the payment of arrears of rent on
a section at Waihemo was deferred, T, Nichols application for de-
ferred paymeut license section 14, block XVI, Blackstone, was
granted ; G. Turnball's application to purchase 20 acres, section 52,
block XTI, was referred to the district land officer; W, Mason's
application to exchange section 89, block “If, for section 3 and 4.
Dart, was refused. On the applieation of G. Ceoper, it was agreed
to offer section 40, block IX, as land of special valus. W, 8,
Cooper’s application to lease, for lizgnite-ralsing five acres, section 8,
block ILI, Wendon, was refereed to the Behoels Commissioners. J.
O'Brien’s application to purchass section 2 and part of 3, block I,
Tuapeka East, was referred to the district landa officer. W, Shirres’
application for a water-racelicense on the Waitaki river was graated.
It wae agreed to issus a license to J. H. Jenkinson to cccnpy sections
1, 2, 19, 20, block XV, Port Molyneax, at £1 per annam, B,
Charles' license, section 18, block 11, Lauder, was forfeited. J,
Whithurn'slapplicution for a fish-farm at 8ilver Lake, Dart, was refused,
On the application of Mr. Withey to purchase quurry reserve, block
VII, Waihemo, 1t was resolved that the land and, as it contained
a watering-place for catile, should not basold, On the application
of A, Allan, it was agreed to offer section 17, block X, Waitabuna
West at 253 peracre, Certifientes of application for gold-mining leases
in block I, Cairn Hill, wers approved as follows :—Sections 38
and 39, Jumes Higgins; section 33, Kichard, Milnerand others; section
40, J. T. Baker and others; section 30, James White ; section 40,
George Lithgoe ; section 42, James M:Cormick and others; section
36, K. J. Pitches and another, The application of H. Ruasell and T,
Caldwell to purchase sections 32 and 84, plock VII, Rock and Pillar,
was approved, The following applicatione to purchase defarred-pay-
ment lerses were approved of :—Kdward Walders, section 2, block
111, Waipahi ; John Ballantine, sections 14, 15, aad 16, block XXV,
East Gore : James Tamblyp, gection 3, block IX, Teviot. The appli-
cation of W. Moffit} and K, Vial to lease section 7, block IIl, Walkaia
was referred to the School Commissioners,



