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We find in the columns of our contemporary the

A WARNING Nowcellisteof NewCaledoniaa fewremarkson the
fhom dangers of science.,as separatedfromreligion, that

NOUMEA. areveryappositetothepresent state of the world.
The Rev. Father Felix, says our contemporary,

referring toan ecclesiasticof Europeanfame,andwhose conferences
atNotreDameinParis werewontEome yearsago todrawvast con-
gregations together,long before the invention of dynamite and the
applicationof petroleum to the ruin of palaces, had foreseen the
fatalresult of thesimultaneousprogressof theRevolution with that
of science,andannounced to the Governments whathas now come
upon them. Dynamite and therecently discoveredexplosivematters
appeared to be reserved to the working of mines andmountains
only. But abuse follows closely on legitimate use— and those who
despise theDivine law employ dynamitefirst against the crosses and
imagesof the Saviour of mankind; then against private dwelling?,
against palaces,and finally against men themselves. Dynamite and
nitro-glycerine in the bands of revolutionaries become the great
threatagainst thrones and social rights. A hundred sous worth of
dynamite can overturn a palace worth a hundred millions. For
twenty francs a whole town-wardis blownup; for ahundred francs
acity. A bomb worth four sons destroys a sovereign. States will
expendtheir lastcentime, andevenmore, tomaintain armies, fleets,
gendarmes,'and police, but they will not succeed instopping the
explosionof a tunnel in London. Twenty-five malefactorsarmed
withdynamite, or nitro-glycerine, or panclastite are morepowerful
than a nation.

—
Our contemporary then proceeds to quote froma

journal named the Lutte, which includes it among the meansit
seems to recommend for the speedy removal of the bourgeoisie, a
recipe for settingfire tobuildings or burning aliveobnoxiouspersons
without running the least iisk.

—
As we do not, however,suppose

that any of our readers desire to be made acquaintedwith such
meansfor the disposalof a friend orhis property, werefrain from
giving the receipt in question.— The Lutte, significant title!never-
theless,supplies the followingexampleof itspracticaleffects.

"
You

pass beforeahouse in whose cellars there are combustible matters
(cotton, stuff, chips), you let a phial containing the solution fall
downthrough theair-hole and then go tranquilly onyour way. The
phial is proken and the liquid is spilled. A quarterof an hour or
twenty minutesafterwardsthe conflagrationmanifests itself." And.nodoubt, amost comfortable assurance itis tosomebody or another
that such effects can be quite simply and at hardly any cost secured
by a person who runs no risk whatever. The uVonvellistc declares
thatnothing whichmaterial power cando is of any availtohinderthese hideous and destructive undertakings— One preventivepower
aloneexists in the world— the discipline of souL«. Inproportionas
science puts at the dispositionof mennewforces, itis necessary that
moral disciplineshouldbecome moreimperious, more universal and
respected. But, continues our contemporary, it is quiteotherwise.We see themoral law relaxedaccordingas thematerial forceef manis increased. And who is the guardian of those moral laws, the
depositary of those socialtraditions, without which there are only
anarchy and disorder,unless the Church ? Still, by an astonishing
mistake,at the veryhour when perverse instincts make use of the
most efficaciousmeans, Governmentspersecute the Church, andhave
children taught ia the schools that ther;isno God, or that, if there
beone,He does not occupy Himself with them,and theyshould not
busy themselves about Him.— To whitepoch of the world, asks our
contemporaryinconclusion, should we go back for anequalmad-
ness?— And, verily, we forcur partcannot pointout to him suchan
'epoch.

The report compiledby Mr. Eugene O'Conor for
AN important the WestportHarbourCommittee, should be found

wobk. especially interesting under the present circum-
stancesof the Colony, and should go a long way

towardsillustrating the soundness of Major Atkinson's opinion re-

epecting theabsenceof all grounds for despondency concerning the
future. The report in question ia a very full and clear,but at
the same timeconcise accountof the wealth of the Bailer coal-
field,and of the improvements necessary to be undertaken iniihe
WestportHarbonrso thatitmay be developed and workedto the
greatprofit of the whole Colony. The Coal-field,Mr. O'Conor talla
us,is situatedon an elevated plateauon the Eastern side of the
BullerRiver

—
from which its nearest workings are distant twelve

miles. Itis of enormousvalue to the Colony— especially asbeing
themeansby which expenditure on steam subsidies and railways
may bereduced, as welt as an ever increasing source of revenue.
Already, indeed,itis the sourceof aconsiderablerevenue,fer thenet
profit on the out-putof the last financial year was something over
£14,000. Inthe future, however, with facilities for exportation, it
might be lookeduponas certain thatit wouldobtainapreference for
steampurposesgenerally, asit has been pronouncedby the Consult-
ingEngineer to theBritish Admiralty superior even to the coal of
theNorthof England andWales. There is,besides,an immensetrade
with the"variouscolonies, San Francisco,and some States of South
America,amounting yearly in the aggregateto 3,350,000 tons, for
whichitmight successfully compete. To open this coal-field to the
markets of the worldbut onething is necessary,and that is the im-
provement to the Westport Harbour

—
into which the Buller Biver

flows with greatforceand volume of water. Sir John Coode has,
moreover, reported favourably of this harbour, assigning to it a
greaterdepthof wateron thebar thanthat tobe found at any other
riverentranceon the samecoast. Nevertheless, he added, that in
order to insurea permanently gooddepth it would be necessary to
havebreakwaters of greatlength constructed,and the works recom-
mended by him to be undertaken wonld need an expenditure of
£438,776. Mr. O'Conor, alittle further on,showß tliat, evenastrade
now is, those works might be constructed by means of borrowed
funds,and withthe very handsomeprofitof £241,604 per annum as
a result. "Then, upon a very moderate estimate," he continues,"

within three years of the completion of the Harbour the worjc

would be paid for out of tho. proceeds, leaving a net annual
and increasing incomeof a quarterof amillion, Westporta free port
connectingNew Zealand withall parts of the world, and addingto
the exportsof from theColonyiprobably'half amillion sterling,whilst
decreasing the importsof coalby £100,000 per annum. Let itb3
noted that this estimate is made without taking into consideration
the greatindustries of IronandCopper,now showing signs ofvitality
in the Colony. To these, cheapandgood coal isanecessity *, nor
have we taken into considerationthe saving to the Colony which
wouldaccrue in the workingof our railways, by thereductionin the
priceof coal. Neither have we taken into considerationthe further
increaseof revenueby otherleases being taken up, and workedupon
the Buller Coal Reserve, of which only a very small part is now
occupied, Suffice it,that in New Zealand, asin England, the great
sourceof manufacturing'and commercial prosperity,most be cheap
coal. Inquantityandquality, in facilities for working, theBuller
Poal-fleld will compare favourably with the Coal-fields of England,
or any othercountry. A trade in coal of almostboundless extent is
open to theColony. The privateenterpriseof our fellow-colonists is
retarded,shipshave beenbuilt,andplantlaid down,anticipatingthe
removalof the obstacle. Delay is ruin to the trade. Itis uselessto
accumulateargumentsany further. Either fromapublicor aprivate
pointof view, Harbor improvement mustbe acceptedasurgent and
necessary. We haveascrtaincdtheprecise workrequired, andhave
a reliable estimate of the cosh There remains but toprovide the
means todoit. Itwas'proposedat one time, to1and over the whole
property, Coal and Harbor, to a Company, on a guarantee for the
completionof theHarbor Works Withiu a-given time; thisproposal
wascondemned as involving too great a sacrifice of the public
interest. Next comes the proposal to have the work doneby the
Colonial Government by instalments, dependantuponvotes of the
Legislature. Under ordinary circumstances, if other large works of
the samecharacter were in course of construction by the Colonial
Government,andnolimitplaceduponColonialborrowing,thiscourse
mightbe'advisable, but it is accepted as more in unity with the
policy of the Colony in regard' to Harbors, that a HarborBoard or
Trustshouldbe created;letusacceptthatprovisionon theunderstand'
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