
During theyear1883 over 200,000 pilgrimsvisitedthe shrineofOur Lady ofLourdes.
A subterraneanCoptic church of the fifth century, with manyinscriptions,wasrecently discovered by the French archaeologicalscholar,-Maspero. the director of themuseum at Bulak, on the siteof the ancient Thebes. These inscriptions are written on whitestoneswith red ink,andaremostly well preserved. The largest isoneof three hundred linesagainst the Monophysites, written in theIheban dialect. Another contains a declarationof St. Cyril ofAlexandriaagainst Nestorius. The whole interior is covered withaddresses todifferent saints in the Coptic, Greek, and Syrian lan-guages.— AyeMaria. J ..

" Friday.
"»e Bomb of Representatives yesterday, Major Atkinson w-SKithe

f ?i?b2c OU***W*i am«riment. Hemade a vigorousdefence of theGovernment in thecourse, of whiohhe accused MrWakefieldin effect of abusing his calling as a journalist by writingarticlesincertain Southernpapers,with aviewof advancinghis owliclaims tobecometheleaderof anewparty, in the House,-anaccusa-tion wh«chMr.Wakefieldafterwardsdeniedindignantly.ThePremier'sarguments were substantially the same as those we had already
heard from him Sir George Orey made a rather abusive reply,puttinghimself forwardasusualin thecharacterof thepaladinnnderwhose leadershipall that ismost generous, peaceful,andliberalis toobtain— which they may believe who will.— Mr. Connelly deniedachargebrought against himby Mr.Holmes thathehad calledtheCanterbury "population a howling set of cowards." The Housedivided. Ayes,7; noes, 67. TheAddress-in-Beply,as amended, wasread asecondtimeandagreedto.

C.,coal 12£t# thick has k*611 teaced in Grey district,nearBlackBallCreek, for half amile. The coalhas beentestedandHighly spokenof. Mr. Thornton has brought specimens to Christ-church,anda Greymouth firm hasobtainedalease.On Wednesday night the police arrested at Auckland a mannamed Dennon inhis ownhouse for brutality tohis son of 15 Hebound the lad by ropesto theceiling andflogged him with anotherrope. Theboywasfearfully ill-used, and was taken to the police-
.stetion for protection.

*
a *?°meex l̂lentspecimens of copperorehavebeenbrought fromthe Malveradistrict. Sanguine kopes areentertainedof a payablecopper-minebeingfound there.Earthquakesare reportedto have been feltat Christchurcaonluesday, half an hour before midnight and early on Wednesday
morning. There were two sharp shocks at Oxford at half-past 2yesterday morning. r

It.I--!8!8 anboimcedthatTurkey will abstainfromsendinga delegate
to theEuropeanConference unless the discussionof Egyptain affairsbe entirely unlimited, or unless a previous ententebe come to withJSngland as to thebasisof settlementtobearrivedat by thePowers.Inthe electionof representatives to the Chamber,which is nowproceedinginBelgium,theLiberalcandidatesare beingbeatenevery-whereby the clericals. The success of the Clerical partyhas beenill receivedin Brussels andserious anti-Clericalriotshave occurredbut weresuppressedby thepolice.

Satubday.
A terrible fire occurred about four o'clock this morning atLeeston,destroyinga two-roomed cottage on the Southbridge roadowned byMr.. Holley. The cottage was occupied by Mr. FrankSmith and his wife, and,asneither of them was to befound, thedebriswasexaminedbyConstableSimpson,whenthe charredremainsof both werefound. On further search beingmade a thirdbodywasfound,butatpresentitisnot known whoseit is. An inquest willbeheld this afternoon.
The Duke of Manchester is apassenger for Australia by thesteamshipCity of Sydney.

'
The Earl of Derby has appointed aa officer to attendon theMaoriEmbassy. Thepetitionof theNativeswill remain inabeyance

untilTawhiao andparty havehad aconsultation with Bishop Had-field, of Wellington, who arrived atPlymouth on Thursday bytheTongariro.
*

Pending the approval of Federation by the various ColonialLegislatures;Lord Derby has intimatedthathedoesnot feel disposed
toproceedwith the AustralasianFederationBill.The limes correspondent, telegraphing from Cairo, states that1,800 of the garrison and most of the residents of Berber weremassacred by the followers of the Mahdi. The engagement was amost severeone, and the slaughter of the defendersonlycommencedafter their ammunition was exhausted. The -Governor of Berberwas takenprisoner. Thirty thousandofthe rebelsarenowmarchingonDongola.

Monday.
A married woman named Brigens was found dead on theBrunswickline yesterdayafternoon. Noparticularsareyet tohand,as tohow she mether death.
Owing tosomeculvertson the railway-line being blocked, the

heavy fall of raia onSaturday burst them, and destroyed about -aquarterof a mileof the roadnear Wanganui.
The schooner Resultpicked up anopen boat off Caralli Island,

containing two men who deserted from the scow Ruakaka atMongonui. They were bound for Sydney,and are supposed tohavethought the voyage tooriskyin the toow. They wereatsea24hourswithont foodor waterbefore beingpickedup.
A largeandinfluentialmeetingof business men has bcexi heldfor the purpose of taking into consideration the necessity for thereduction of the high rates of insurance prevailingin Wellington.

Mr.J.E.Nathan wasvoted tothe chair. The matter wasdiscussed
at great length,andageneral opinion expressed that the peopleofthiscity werenot being properly treatedby the various companies.
Statistics werequotedtoshow that the rateschargedon propertyinWellington areverymuch higher thanin other large centres,and it
was asserted by oneor two speakers that more than one-half ih*profitsof thecompanies has of late been made out of insurers in,
this part of the Colony. The Jesuit of the discussion was the
appointmentof acommitteeto wait on the chairman of the Under'writers' Association on Monday, for the purpose of ascertaining
whethera reductioninrates is likely tobe made.- The Lalla Rookb, Captain Campbell, arrived at Onehunga
yesterday afternoon. The captain reports that when nine milessouth-westof ManukauHeads, on the'voyage from Waitara,he sawsignals ofdistress fromaship. He ranalongsidetorenderassistance.

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

News of the Week.GERMANY AND ENGLAND.
Friday,June 20, 1884.

The Berlin Krevs Zeitnng has published an article on "GermanContinental Policy," of which the following is a summary:—"England^plainlyabouttoabandonherpositiojibehindthe scenesat Cairo andassume a protectorateoverEgypt, whichwill only-be
thepreliminary to its formal and final incorporationwiththe BritishEmpire,and thus England willhavenearly completed theebieflinksof the gigantic chain— Gibraltar, Malta, Cyprus, Egypt, the SuezCanal, Aden,India, China, which insular supremacy has beendili-gently endeavoringto coilround thebody of oldEurope 6ince thebeginning of the last century. With Friedricb List we admit thegreat national virtues and the civilising capacity of England, butwith himalso weprotest againsther monopolising the tradeof theworld, converting the Mediterraneanand the Indian Ocean intoEnglish lakes, and appropriating the capitalof continentalnations.miobus htigantibus tertius gaudet

'—
England's power andwealthhare toa great extent resultedfrom the long-standing antagonismbetweenFrance and Germany. Napoleon I.'sfamous 'Continentalwstem,' which aimedatbreaking theinsular snpremacyof England,

failed forthe simple reason thatthe Corsican confounded EuropewithFrance, and imposedbis system on nationswhich shook itoffas they threwoff hisownyoke;andifGermany isnow to achievetheaim whichNapoleonfailed toaccomplish,ahemust seek to rallyround her thenations of theContinentagainst theintolerable pre-
dominance of England, not by subjugating them, butby treatingthemas equals,and thus uniting them inmoral and materialconcert.Germany has already unitedherself;but theprocessof binding herneighbours to heris still far fromcomplete,owing to the jealousy ofsomeand therevengefulness of others,.especially of France, whichhinder theinaugurationofaGermanContinentalpolicy "favorabletothe common interests of Continental States.' Austria has alreadyyieldedto thecharmsof thisidea;Russia isreturning toheroldlove;and other States (Italy,Spain,etc,)haveshowna distinct tendency
togravitate towards the Teutonicandanti-English centre;but,alaslFrance still keeps aloof, and much waterwillhave toflowdownthehill before Switzerland and Holland'knock for admittanceat thedoors of theGerman Confederation. But itwill ultimately cometothis with thesetwo nations,andFrance, too,willat lastperceive thatherinterestsare not oppo ed to, butidentical with,thoseofGermany,who, thus placed at thehead of anunited Continent, will be able toshake oft thechain with which insular,supremacy has for nearly twocenturies beenendeavoring tobind thebody ofoldEurope."

A FRENCH VIEW OF ENGLISH CIVILIZATION.
(Special Correspondence of thePilot.1)

._ _, Pariß, March25.BKGLISH civilization,Frenchmensay, consists in massacring inno-
centmenandenslaving those whoare free. « Gordon," says a writerinMgaro,"departs for theSoudan. He is a great adventurer, in-spired,a prophet. Hehas abolished slavery ;he shakes, as a divinepromise,the chains whichhehas broken. What a man! Suddenly,he issues his famous proclamation:'Youare all free... tobesoldasslaves!' What abuffoon1 Englanditself ismoved!Gordonrepliesby onesingle phrase— 4Itis for thegoodof England!

'
And

on the spotthere is silenceINoonemoves;not an objection, not amurmur. Hehas said:'Itis for the good of England I
'

And allEngland bows down itshead. And England approvesthat which itdenounced the day before. And the Opposition itself has notbreathedaword. What a people!"
This clear-mindedFrenchmansees through theblatantboastingsandpretendeddisinterestednessof theEnglish. Their selfishness isrevealedto the world. "Have youever," he asks, « beheld egotismso stern and so fierce ? They pretend to be generous, and disin-terestednessescapes them. They havenevermeasuredanything saveby themeasure of their interest.'"
Then he turn* to the burning questions:"Look at Ireland!BeholdIndia1 Endemicmisery and the feudalregimein the dawnof

the twentieth century. The laborerdyingof hungerandtheSepoyatthe cannon's mouthI Resistance the most legitimate, the mostnatural to their autocraticpolicy, military or commercial, takes in
their eyes the characterof an injury,and the least revolt becomesan outragewhichmustbewashed outinblood. Thinkof Alexandriaalready set fire toby the Arabs, and burnt again last year by the
English. They are the first bombardersof the universe!"..J^6 seaßOn of art exhibitionsis about to open in Paris, andvisitors throng the studioson the public days, Munkacsy, who hashadaspecialstudio constructed for his colossal pictures is at workoverayear on the Crucifixion of Christ between the two thieves.The chief attractionin the studio of Carolus Duran is the portraitof a young American lady, represented seated, exquisite in colorandmasterly inexecution.c remarkaWe discoursepronounced againßt lay instruction intheChamber byMgr.Freppel,Bishopof Angers,hasbeenpublishedinpamphlet form for distribution. Itis a discourse that, from theexcellence of its argumentsandits abundance of proof, will be of
great advantage to Catholicsandtohonest-minded Frenchmen.
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