
Itis interesting to learn that the French Govern-
ment have extended the classes of undesirable
citizens who are to bebanishedto New Caledonia,
and possibly other islandsivour seas. Inaddition

to the other incurablesweare tohave for our neighbours, and in alarge degreealso peihaps our future fellow-colonists, vagabonds and
beggais. Verilyourpopulationbidsfair tobeincreasedinanextremly
charming and profitablemanner.—But at.least it is anill wind that
blowsnobody good,asthe saying ii,anditwillbeofsomeadvantage
to those colonies associated with transportation that their inhabi-
tants will no longer have the monopoly of doubtful antecedents.—
Noneof uswill know before long whom we havegot for our friends
and acquaintances. Itwould seem, moreover, that, even as things
aie.and without waiting for the addition of the recidivistes,matters
in New Caledoniaare far from promising, and that tliereis a popula-
tiongrowing up which of itself will be quite sufficient to send outintoall the colonies round about an element of very considerablecorruption. The London Times, for example, gives as some paiti-culars respectingthe convicts whoare now in the island alluded toand they areanything rather than reai-suring. Under the civilisingrule of the Eupublic in Prance, weare told there has during the lastfiveyearsbeen a yearly average of 300 men tiied for murder invarious degrees,but soparentalis the Government.it seldomhappens
that theperson convictedis executed andin consequence it may becalculated that during the Presidency of M. Grevy overa thousandmurderers have beeu sent to New Caledonia. And there oa thewhole, they havehardly faredbadly; The Times translating from anarticle by M:Denis in theNouvelleRevue, speaksasfollows.—" Arriv-
ing atNoumea the convict is sent to the camp of Montravel wherehe rests for ten days and gets his kit. After that he is told off to
somekind of work, and enjoys almost complete liberty. The con-victs go to their workin bandsof 40 or 50; they may char, smoke,drink wine and tafia. Atnight they arelockad npin wards, but itis difficult toexercise any amv< illance over them. Gamesofhazardare forbidden, yet arort of lantqnenetcalled La VendSvw is playedeverynight. Sometimesthe lite of anobnoxious warderor official isthe stake ofthe game, butfrequently large 'sums of money are lost.Itcame toour knowledge thatonenight a convict lost 1,200f. which
hepaid on the followingday ingold. There is nodiscovering whereallthis gold comes from,but the convicts seemto be abundantlysup.plied with it. Those who are caught trying to escapeto Australia .have always plenty of louis in their pockets"J3ut withplenty of louisin their pocketsescapeshould by no means
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they make incursions upon the happinessandcommonsenseof the
vicinage. We most sincerely deprecate such an event;but it will
excite inus no manner of surprise if a period arrives when the
churches of the soberand orthodox part of the English clergy are
completely desertedby themiddling and lower classes of the com-
munity. "We donotprophesyanysuch event,but we contend that
itis not impossible— hardly improbable. If such, in future, should
be the situationof this country,itis impossible tosay what political
animositiesmay not be ingrafted upon this marked and dangerousdivisionof mankind into tbegodly and theungodly. At all events,
weare quiiesure thathappiness wilt be destroyed, reasondegraded,
sound religionbanished from the world;and that, when fanaticismbecomes too foolish andtoo prurient tobe endured (as is at last sure
tobe the case), it willbe succeededby a long periodof the grossestimmorality,atheism,anddebauchery."— Methodism,however,hardly
succeeded to the extent the writer feared, and there seemsnopar-
ticular reason for us now to anticipate that its final extinction
will be followed by a grosser state of public morals than that
which has all along been co-existent with it— for that such
a state has co-existed with it, the acknowledged raison d'etre
of its latest development, and, perhaps, its convulsive stageimmediatelypreceding death, the SalvationArmy, affords us suffi-
cient testimony. As for thesystem itself there is very little causeforus toregret its approaching disappearance.— Of true religion no
system not openly atheisticorpagancouldpossiblybe moredestitute,
and none les?calculatedto influence thehumancharacter for good.—
Theman whoadoptedit was leftpretty muchashe would otherwise
havebeen. Ifhis character was mildandbenevolent he shapedhis
religion tohis character, and inhis amiability itfoundanadornment
thatseemed to makeit attractive.— The ideal characters connectedwith the systemhavebeentho?e presented tous by George EliotinMr.Tryan andDinah Morri?.butit is impossiblenot to see thatit
wasnot the religionprofessed by thesecreationsof genius thatgave
tothemtheir beauty,and thattbe influence they exercisedoverother
peoplewasnot that of their religion but a personalinfluence wholly
independent of it. If the character,on the other hand, wereharsh
andunfeeling itremained so,and adivine inspiration was found to
excuseevery cruel impulseorunkindaction. Evangelicalism, then,
as we haveseen on the evidence of the famous Sydney Smith had
not much torecommend it in its rise, anl the experienceof some
three-quartersof a century is on record to show us that its fall is
butlittleto be mourned over.

bedifficult to them;indeed itmaybe suspectedthat it is not only
connivedat,but provided for in some very efficient quarters. O£theparticularnatureof the convicts, again, whoitis not impossiblemay come to favour us with their presence— even leaving the recidi-
vistesout of the consideration,we may, for example, take one M.
Jugeau, therecordof whose lifjinNew Caledonia— for the cause ofhis transportationis not given— is the following :—

"His first convic-tion was to sis years' penal servitude for a murderous assault
whichcaused death. One yearof this term wasremitted,andhewas
discharged on the 20thof January,1881. On the 2nd December, of
the sameyearhe murderedatDumbea a free convict named Jean-niard, in order to rob him of 130f. The sentenceof death passed
uponhim for this wascommuted by the President of the Eepublic,
andsoonafter this he wascondemned to 40 years' penal servitude
for robbery withviolenceand attempt to escape." The sentence to
additionalpenalservitade passed on a man already undergoing alife-sentenceis a meremattecof form,and M. Jugeau, after it hadbeen passed was as free to play la Vendome or to deviseplans for
escaping toAustraliaashe hadbeen before. We are told furtherofanirrepressiblemale in the IslandofNou"

who has been sentencedfour times todeath, andis none the worse of it." JAnd yet.againof a
certain M.Pierrard,whohas been three times sentenced to 27 years
penalservitude. Itseems, moreover, that so favourably had trans-
portationto NewCaledoniabeenreportedof among French criminals
at home, a number of convicts in the penitentiaries committed
murder for thepurpose of beingsent out there. But if the Pilgrim
Fathers whose descendantsare to possess thelandbeof such a nature
the mothers of the future race are hardly unworthy of them."PeriodicallytheMinistry ofMarine and the Home Office call upon
theGovernors andmatrons of femalepenitentiaries to supply them
withacertain number of women willing to marry convicts. The
womenmustbe young,so the choice is limited. It is made without
any reference to character. On arriving in New Caledonia, the
matrimonialcandidatesare sent to the JosephineConventatBourail
and there thebachelor ticket-of-leavemen may come to see them.
The girls are so anxious to get out of prison thatthey generally
choose the firstman whoproposes ;on the other hand, thepoor nuns
whofind it grievous work to manage their houseful of abandoned
women have a direct interest in seeing the worst behaved ones
married off first. Immediately a woman gets married she is
free. Sometimes on the day after her wedding she deserts her
husband, andstartsoff forNoumea toresume her old life of profli-
gacy." Ineveryrespect, then, thefutureof New Caledonia is fully
provided for— and we see how great an advantage the Australian
colonies enjoy inbeing withineasyreachofit

—
evenapart from the

arrivalof the recidivlstes.

But whatis the remedy proposed for the evilin-
fluences of New Caledonia? Itis at leastbold,
and worthy oE a more adventurous age than the
rather humdrum one in which our lots arecast.

A correspondent of the London Times, in sbort. proposes that if
thingscomes tothe worst,the Australian coloniesshall embark their
volunteersen board theirswift steamersand sail straight away to
destroy theFrench settlements. He thinks the forces of the colonies
could goon their destructive errand andbe safe home againbefore
aFrench fleet would have time to reach our hemisphereinorder to
interfere with them. Afterwards he believes that, at a pinch, the
colonies could resist the French as Ihe American States resisted
England.— And as experiencein thematter fails us, and ina.ll pro-
bability always will continue to failus, we areunable to contradict
him. The conceptionof an Australian Washington, nevertheless,is
difficult to form, for nothing that the exigencies of peaceful times
haveproducedhas in any degree appearedto resemble the character
in question;— But even if itwerepaid for at the priceof a bloody
war the change to such a type from thatof a Parke?, a Graham
Berry or aGrey— the summit towhich colonial statesmanshipmay
bo maintainedsofar tohave risenmight still be found anythingbut
extreme.— The threat containedin the letterof "AnAustralasian,1*
however, is that which the most coafounds us.— The champion
acknowledges in the same breath that his boast of a willing-
ness to sustain the struggle unaided against thepowerof indig-
nant France is mere emptiness. England, he says, would be
compelled to defend her colonies on the pain of losing them
—a loss that " would surely be the first scene in the downfall
of the British Empire." This loyalsubjeot-, nevertheless,is willing
to inflict the loss in questiononEngland should she refuse her aid,
and whatis morehe would castin the fortunes of the colonies with
those of the United States. "AsIhave shown,"he says,"England
wouldbe compelled tojoin in the struggle;nor if England shrunk
from what would be her manifest interestandduty would Austral-
asia necessarily be single-banded. Itcannotbe doubted that if slie
threw herself into the arms of the United States, that greatand
expanding Eepublic would not fail to grasp sn opportunity which
would raise America into the first rank amongnavalPowers,and
convert the whole -Pacific intoanAmericanlake."

—
Letour editors
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