
Now that the decline of Evangelicalism is pro
nouncedtobeinits last stages, the article written
by Sydney Smith in the Edinburgh Review for
January 1808 is of peculiar interest. "We learn

fromit the consternation with which the growing system,was looked
uponby theorthodoxof the day;and what were-their fears arising
from the aspect under which it presented itself to them. The
Methodistsalso,itseems,'badtheir particular War-cry, andpublished
certain magazines which were circulated to what was then re-
gardedastheenormousnumber offrom eighteen to twenty-thousand
each a month. The extracts from these magazines given by the
writer,however,do not strike us now,afterthe experience of three-
quartersof acentury, as so very extraordinary or alarming,and we
may,perhaps,onthewhole,take them asrathermilder thanmuch that
has since been printed. They consist chiefly of interpositionsof
Providence, special judgments, spiritual experiences, with some
visions, and miraculous occurrences. A clergyman, for example,
dropsdowndeadat a card table;' a youngmanwhoswearsis stuDg
by a bee on the tip of the tongue; a violent storm prevents one
CaptianScottfrom preachingin acertain chapel;aninnkeeperdies,
and is carried to his grave exactly at themomenthe had appoin-
ted fora cock-fight. One case,however, given by the writer is of
unusualhorror,andhe hardly speaks too strongly ofit:"The follow-
ing,"he says, '« we consider to be oneof the most shocking histories
weever read. Godonly knowshow manysuch scenes take placein
thegloomy annalsof Methodism. The case wasthatofayoung man
whohadbeen for someyearsbelieved to be "under powerful con-
victionsof his miserable condition as a sinner." He had, however,
committed some transgression thatpreyeduponhis mmd

— "On the
Lord's Day he wasin greatagony ofmind. His mother wassent for,
andsomereligious friends visited him ; but all was of no avail.
That night wasanight beyond conception. The horror which he
enduredbrought onallthe symptoms of raging madness.He desired
the attendantsnot tocome nearhim, lest they shouldbe burnt. He
said thatthe

'
bed-curtains werein flames,— thathe smelt the brim-

stone,— that devils werecome to fetch him,
—

that there was no hope
forhim, for thatbe hadsinned"against lightandconviction,andthat
he should certainly go tohell.' Itwas with difficulty he could (be
keptinbed. An apothecary being sent for,as soon as he entered
the house andheard hisdreadful howlings, he enquiredif he had
not beenbittenby amaddog. His appearance,likewise, seemed to
justify such a suspicion,hiscountenance resembling that of & wild
beastmore than thatof a man." Medical treatment, nevertheless,
resulted inattending his physical condition,and a confession made
by him to the doctor seemed to havesome sucheffectuponhismind."His nervoussystem,however,hadreceived such a shock thathisre-
coverywas doubtful;and it seemedcertain that, if he did recover,
he would sink into astateof idiocy. Hesurvived thisinterviewbut
afew days."

—
The effects of the system generally,as we learn from

the writer, were,moreover,such as have since been noticedin con-
nectionwith Evangelical revivals,andinsanity was largely increased
by it. "Ina man.of commonimagination," he write3, "theterror and
thefeelingwhichit firstexcited,must necessarily be soon separated:
but where thefervour ofimpressionis longpressrved,pietyendsinbed-
lam. Accordingly there is not amad-housein England where acon-
siderable part ofthepatient*havenot beendriven to insanityby the
extravaganceof thesepeople. We cannot enter such places without
seeing a number of honest artisans, covered with blankets, and
calling themselves angels and apostles, who, if they had remaiaed
contented with the instruction of men of learning and education,
would still have been found masters of their own trade, sober
Christians,anduseful member? of society." That Evangelicalismor
Methodismshoulddie outinanatural kind of wayafterit had run
its course,hardly enteredinto the calculations of the writer, andhe,
on the contrary,took a gloomy view of the ends to which it would
probably lead. "' To what degree will Methodism extend in this
country," he asks. This question is not easy to answer. That it
has rapidly increased within these few years, wehavenomanner of
doubt; and we confess we cannot see whatiilikely to impede its
progress. The party whichithas formed in theLegislature, and the
artful neutrality with which they give respectability to their small
numbers

—
the talents of some of this party,and theunimpeached

excellenceof their characters, all make it probable that fanaticism
will increase rather than diminish. The Methodists have made an
alarming inroad into the Church,and they areattacking theArmy
andNavy. ThePrincipality of Wales and the Bast India Company
they have already acquired. All mines and subterraneous places
belong to them; they creep intohospitals andsmall schools, andso
work their wayupwards. Itis the custom of the religious neutrals
tobeg all the little livings, particularly in theNorth of England >
from theminister for the time being;and from these fixed points
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questionbelonged toone or other of those shades and discrimina-
t.ons that,asthey evidently badreason tobelieve,were less fineand
nice.

Therearea few considerations arising oat of the
discussion concerning the Benevolent Institution,
asit has bo far appeared in thebunedin dailies,
whichit worth while to note. Inthe first place,

wenodsomeof thewriters expressing surpriseor disgust, as the case
maybe,that Presbyterianism should beconfounded withMethodism
and thatbothshouldnot be distinguished from someotherspeciesof
doctrine also belonging to the sects.

—
To Catholics, nevertheless,

a8we havebefore said, the distinctions are totally inconsiderable;
whether thesects break their spiritual eggs at the big end or the
littleone, isnecessarily a matter of indifference to them, and one
namecanconvey to themno less andnomore anidea of error, than
another.— Buteven if there had been anything more than a mere
accidental confusion in the matter, there would still have been
sufficient precedent to plead.— The celebrated Sydney Smith, for
example,nearly eighty yearsago writing in the Edinburgh Revi&tv
spokeas follows :—" We shall use the general termof Methodism to
designate these three classes of fanatics, (Armenian and Oalvinistic
MethodistsandEvangelical clergymenofthe ChurchofEngland,)not
troublingourselves topointout the finer shades and nicer discrim-
inationsof lunacy,bub treating themall as inone generalconspiracy
against,commonsenseandrational orthodox Christianity."

— Sydney
Smithindeed addsthathe hadknown many truly religious persons
of manly,rational,andserious, characters, bothin thePresbyterian
andEpiscopal churches,but peoplewho take the advantage of the
unprotectedcondition of poor little children to rob them of their
parents'faith andjproselytisethemcanhardly be accredited withany
such characterandmay wellba classedamong the fanatics to whom
it is lawful to apply a general name according to the Canon o^
St. Paul's.

—
Whether sach fanatics may be call Methodists or

Presbyterians or any other name, or all indifferently will natu-
rallydependupon theparticularexperienceof thosespeaking of them—

Bnt let us hope that there is something more thanamere idle
pretencein the indignation expressedby our evangelical friends t0
whateversect they belong, at thenotion thatCatholic children have
been proselytised. There is atleast something gained if the shame-
fuldeedin question has at length been perceivedby them tobe a
dhameful deed,and one against whose committal theyare anxious to
defend the memory of a friend. It is notlong since they would
openly have gloried in the action, and, whether inpretenceor in
earnest they nowseemanxious to disclaim it

—
tture is certainly a

change for thebetter.— Butthe sects, it wouldappear,are undergo-
ing achange, for the Evangelicalism thathas so far been thegreat
motive of their fanaticism is dying, and insomerespects wemay,
therefore,look out for their improvement. The London Spectator,
for example, speaks concerning the decline of Evangelicalismas
follows:

—
"It is dying away as fast among the orthodox Noncon-

formists as it is in the Church of England. It is dying away
almost as fast in the Presbyterian Church of Scotland as it is
amongst the orthodox Nonconformists. The power of the most
potentof our presentreligious convictions works against Evangeli-
calisminstead of, asitoncedid,perhaps, in its favour." And again
the Spectator writes:"To sumup,ithas alwaysbeen, we think, of
tha very essence of tne Evangelical procedure to bring intothe
strongest and most absolute contrast

'
the filthy rags' of human

nature,on the onehand, and the free gift of the divine graceand
atonement on the other hand. Evangelicals would hardly admit
thepossibility of anyprocess of sanctificationprecedingconversion 5
they would hardly admit the possibility of anything gradualand
natural in the character of conversion; they would hardly admit
the possibility that the body could become the channel of God's
influenceover themind,as well as the mind the channel of God's
influence over the body;and they would hardly admit thepossi-
bility that in theBible,which theyregardasGod's book,andidentify
almostabsolutely withGod, there is anything human,really imper-
fect, really ambiguous, least of all, really erroneous. Thus their

'
conceptionof religion is essentially a etudeandabrupt one, which
seversman far too absolutely from God, and renders it almost im-
possible toregard any permanentrelationbetweenGod and man as
possible at all except by a sheer miracle of grace, whichit is the
next thing to impious to pretend to understand or to bring about.
In such a world as we have been living in for the last fifty years,
Buch a viewof religionhas beengrowing daily less andless tenable,
and we do not wonder, therefore, that the worthiesof theEvan-
gelical typeof Christianity are daily dying off and leavingnosuc-
cessors behind them."

—
If Mr. James llacfie, then, has left behind

him in Danedin a circle of friends to excuse, rather than boldly
glorify his conduct, we see that thenaturalcourse of things follow-
ing the decline of Evangelicalism prevails here also.

—
But if while

Mr.JamesMacfie wasstill alive and "Evangelicalism
"

still flour-
ished someconfusionprevailed as to whether he should be called a
Presbyterianor a Methodistor someother name thathas not as yet
beenmentioned, those who misnamed him maybe justifiedby the
example of the famous Canon of St. Paul's.

—
They also excusably

refrained fromsearching into the " finer shades andnicer discrimi-
nations of lunacy," but took it for granted that the gospeller in
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