
thing forus. We might-probably be much better off if the feeling
against us were more forcibly expressed—more openly shown.Luckily, asIthink, wehaveour shareofpersecutionintheeducationalsystemof thiscountry,for thathelps tobind us together, and keepour muscles,asit were,constantly bracednp. We mightbe worseoff than weare, speaking from aCatholic point of view, if we had-
not something of thekindgoingon. But,leaving that aside,Iworldnot have you imaginethat the feeling of Protestants with regardto theChurch is less strong thanit used to be. Theywill,doubtless,
flock toany of ourpublic ceremonies, veryoften simply togazeuponapeculiarandpuzzling exhibition,sometimes,perhaps,ina kind andgenerous sympathy. Such anoccasionas the founding ofSt.Patrick'sCollegewillattractthemin crowds; evensoordinary athing asadio-cesansynodis thought worthyofbeingtelegraphedalloverthecountry
with a sort of hint of mysterious ceremonial : and any publicdoingsof oursarenarrated with,Ifreelyadmit,adecentimpartiality
in thenewspapers, justas if we were really much the same Bort ofpeopleas anybody else. But wearenonearer th« heartof the Pro-
testant worldthanever we were. Whenever thereis any chance ofacut atus itis taken;andin the full andfirm beliefof the greatest
part ofour Protestantfellow-citizens we are deserving of'.bnly twothings, contemptanddetestation;or,ifnot of both,thenof at leastoneof the two. Isaid just now that noovert attack is made,uponus;and this is true,on the whole, for.this.country. For there is inNew Zealandso,very general a laxity of opinion upon matters offaith,alaxity whichis growing very fast indeed, that really thereare not many amongst us, outside the Catholic Church, who caremore than the very leastlittlebit (in the absence of some exciting
cause)aboutreligious differences. There have, however, been twoqueerltttleassaultsdeliveredlately, the.oneunder the leadershipofa not very wise gentleman holding high ecclesiastical position iaDunedin. ArchdeaconEdwardsthought fit topublicly accusetheCatho-lics of Otago of refusing tocontribute to the causeof charity; The
BenevolentAssociation down therehas not-been-properly supportedashe thinks,by tbeCatholic clergy and laity, and his opinion was
expressed(perhaps involuntarily) in such a way as to point to agrave dereliction of duty* The charge was not wisely made; thereply of His Lordship Dr. Moran was clear, unanswerable,
crushing. The abstentionof the Catholics of Otago wasshown tobedue, not to any want of charity on their part,but to a failure ofjusticeon the part of the Association. Like all open attacks uponCatholics, this attack has failed, of course. Still, it has Bbown thecontinuedexistence of that anti-Catholio feeling of which Ihavebeen speaking;anddoubtless, Archdeacon Edwards and his allies
will takeanother opportunity ofcourting defeat as soon as possiblr.The other assault was less direct,andIonly refer to itas illustrating
the curious state of ignorance of-Catholic affairs shown by (pro-
fessedly)educatedProtestants. APresbyterian minister, runningatilt against the SalvationArmy, made it one of his main chargesthat the Army resembled the Jesuits in being,what he wantedhis readers to infer was a dangerous secret society. Nobody .tookmuch notice of this sally which, in itself, is simply absurd. Butitis characteristic of the persistence of anti-Catholic feeling that aminister, whosebusiness, one would think,it shouldbe to-study,andinformhimself of thetruth, shouldrepeatpublicly such a worn-outslanderagainst thegreat Catholicsociety. Theactualpowerofintel-lectpossessedby theminister inquestionIdonot know and neednotdiscuss. But, whenmeninhisofficial positionare unable to refrainfromexhibitionsof ignoranceu^on plain facts, how can we expectthe.great bodyofour Protestant fellow citizens to do anything else1Inpoint of fact they are not one whit better informed,or moreinclined to favour Catholic truth, than they have been in the pastLetus lookfor aninstant at the condition of things in other direc-tions; what improvement is noticeable as to Catholic questions?None,Ifear, inFrance, where the anti-Christianwaris being waged
justas fiercely asever;and wherethe indicationpointsrather toanaggravation than toarelaxationof it. TheBepublicans who arenow
inpowerinFrance arenot likely to hesitate or grow cold in theirrage, but they have hitherto found some slight obstacle to theircareer in the conservation, such as it is, of the Senate or UpperHouseof Parliament. The French peoplehave fallen into a sort oflethargicapathy, for which,doubtless,manycauses might be given,but which is eminently calculated to give the ruffians who governthemplentyof scope for their active malice. The persecutionof theChurch inFranceis due asmuch to the lazinessof theCatholics as totheenergyofthe infidels. Still, there havebeen some littleremainsof opposition,and they havebeeu found chiefly in the Senate. TheGovernmenthavebeen able in many instances to bear down thisopposition and procure a majority in the Senate, but with somedegree of trouble. And now itis announced that they are going togreatly reduce thepowers ofthatbody,so thatas far as can be seenthe condition oftheChurch is to be worsein the future than it hasbeenfin thepast.InGermanytherehasreallybeenaslightimprovemeni,
The MayLaws which have for years been pressing soheavily upon
Catholicshavebeen Bom.ew.hat.relaxed,anda fewbißbops and priestshavebeenable toreturn to their flocks. Still,thenewstateof things
is not altogether satisfactory. The two greatest of the German,bishops are still exiles,and the Government absolutely refuses to-permit their return. Moreover, the relaxation which has beenbeengrantedis due, not somuch toany feeling on thepartofPrince-Bismarck, in favourof the Church,or of toleration,as tohis dreadoESocialismandanarchy. The Catholic party in the German Parlia-ment hrvebeenable tohold thebalance ofpower ;andBismarck, inorder to> avoid ruin from the Socialists, has been simply forced to-throw a sop to the Catholics. Whether the improvedstate of affairswill lastfor any time seems todependgreatlyupon anything ratherthan a sense or justiceandtruthintheGerman authorities. If weturn totheUnited States, we find that, although there is in thatcountrynoactive persecutionthe Church enjoys nothing more thantoleration, whilst if we are to believe published statements themoral and social condition of the peoplegenerally is getting worseeveryyear. InBelgium, the authorities,actingup to their Masonic
iprinciples,arecontinuing in the sameway ot violence and outrageIwhichhavemarkedtheir pastcareer.- InSpain, republican(that is
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At themeeting ofthis Society heldon the 2nd inst., Mr. Maslcell,ihe retiringPresident, delivered the following address. After bav-lug
o
n a few Preliminary remarks referredto thepresentstateo£the Society, and theprogressmade by it during the year,as wellastbankei those gentlemen who had given it their assistance, heeaid :—:
—

m
Now, is there anythingin tbeprogressof events sinceJune last,or in the condition ofCatholicaffairs at thepresent moment, as faraswe can tell, calculatedtoencourageus tobe less "gloomy

"
than} ?un, ?*?" the worldshowna°y dispositiontobeless antagonisticto theCatholic Church? Are Catholicprincipleslesshated,Catholicmaxims less execrated, Catholic practices less abused? Is more

■!ÜB?Doometed!ÜB ?DoometedouttoCa*nol»cBin anypartof the worldin 1884 than
in1883 ? Andare we justified in believing that at last the tide ofconflict is turning inour favour,and thatthe Churchis atlast in the
Wi*£ °*..88*lftv>ctory. Letus see. First, turning tothatgreat centreOE Catholic veneration andaffection— themetropolisof allChristian-ity,—what has happenedBince Jnne last to His Holiness thePope:then,he wasaprisoner;now, he is a prisonerstill. Isee no im-provementhere, for his gates are barred as strongly as ever, andnoeignhasbeenvouchsafedthatbis gaolersarein theleastrelaxingthestrictness of theirguard;but,if this wereall,Imight perhaps betold that atleast things wereno worse:that inRome, at least, the
cnurch had held her own. You, gentleman, are well awarehowfar this is true. Itisnot true. The newe,month after month, hasbeen that worseandworseattackshave beenmadeon thePope andthe Church,untilat last theclimax seems tobenear at hand. ThereibaninstitutioninBornewhich has existedthree hundredyears,andthe like of whichhas neverbeen seenin the world. Societiesfor thebjpporto£ missionaries may be found inEngland and America ;—societies upheld,doubtless,byvast subscriptions,andmaking agreatparadeof theiractivity anddoings. But whatare these to the Pro-paganda1 Even theProtestant Presshas beenunanimous in the ex-pressionof regret at the action lately takenby the Italian Govern-ment. Begret,indeed,is all that they doexpress;indignationcouldnot,of course,beexpected from them. The confiscationof the pro-perty of Propaganda— theattempted destructionof the greatest in-
stitutioninall theworld for the spreadof Christian faith,could not<lraw forthmore than phrasessuch as this, taken from the LondonJunes:—" Itis to be regretted that the Court of Appeal at Borne"couldnot discover cause for excusing the Propaganda

"
from theoperation of the law. It is much that we should get even such"civility asthis. Butnow, whatis it that has been done, and whatwill beits effect1 Itis not forme this evening to go into details;but,practically, whathas beendonehas beena directand wholehaleconfiscation by the Italian Governmentof themost sacred and im-portant propertyof theOhurcb in Italy, and the effect will as itappears,be theforceddepartureofHisHolinessthePopefromBorne.Plainly put,it isnot toomuch to say that wemay expect, ere manymonths— perhaps weeks— are over, to seeleoXIII., the "Vicar ofConst,a wanderer on the earth— driven from his proper home and

leekingrefuge whereverlanykingoremperormaygrant ittohim. Idomotmean saythat this is certain. His Holiness will doubtlessexhaustallpossible modes ofactionbeforetaking sodecisive a step as flight
*T ■ "?* Yeti%i8hard tosee"hatelseisindicatedin thatphrasaofhis lnhia lastallocution:~» We know that our enemies havede-termined tofill themeasure of outrage against the ttoman Pontiff,tinti,iromone difficulty toanother,heisdriven tothe lastextrem-ity. "We foresee,'says thePope,"still harder trials,and we areready to bear them." And,gentlemen,it maybe our fate to read,any day,in the telegraphicintelligence from Europe,thatthe lastex-uemity has come; thatLeoXIII. has been driven intoexile:thatthe Vatican has become theprey of the spoilers; that theChurch hasoncemore fled awayintothe desert— once more, for it will not bethe nrst time:nor,indeed,mustwebeanymoreanxious for theulti-materesult than wereCatholicswhen the Popes were driven, cen-turies ago, toAvignon;whenPius VII. was a prisoner to the firstNapoleon; when Pius IX. fled from theruffian Garibaldi to takerefuge with theKing of Naples. We haveno cause for anxiety intheend. But it would be absurd to imagine that, during the pastyear, the assault on the Church, in theperson of LeoXIIL,has beenany less active thanbefore. AsIsaid just now, thePopeis aprisoner

S?« 8n % 7aSm- 18?35^U,fc Uiß with this difference, that hePis nowcompelled to seriously think of planning his escape,lest, frombeingaprisoner with a-measureofnominal liberty,he may become the in-X* ??TtU£ ,i
dungeol?' or'worse «i». danger of personal>njury. Undoubtedly, gentlemen, youareas wellawareas lamthatbach persecution as thisdefeatsits ownends. Persecutionis the lifeof theChurch, andby the bloodofmartyrs is theFaith nourished. Itwasat the very time whenPiusIX.had been forcedto leave Borne,whenagreat cryof jubilationarose from theenemiesof theChurch *

when "Popery» wasstated tobe at last crushed to the ground, itwasatthatvery time thatanewhierarchywasgiven toEnlland,andCathohcitybegan to flourishthereanew. ItWai the persecution inIreland whichgavetoall the worldso,many thousandsof noble mis-sionanes. Itwas thepersecution inFrance threeyearsaeo,andthepersecutioninGermanysomewhat earlier,whichpermittedthe estab-hsbment of monasteries,missions,Catholic settlements, inhereticorheathen lands. Andsuch a persecution of the Pope as may drivehim into apparentlyignominioos exile,willhave,in theend,precisely* *v
am

,u
efflct^ Y?t it;wouldbe wronS toimagine thatthe enemiesof the Churchhave beeninthe least instructedby thehistory of thepast. Anti-Catholicfeeling is just as ripenowasever. In whatarecalled culturedcircles, amongst the educated and the intellectual,Catholics arevery tolerably treated. No overtinsult maybe expert'

I^*n°«P»^flMe"ltatioiiatoor trials maybe openly putforth Butthe feelingof hatredis still there; wearemerely tolerated,ajmply becauseof thepretencetoliberalitywhioh is so fashionable inT&e present day. lamnotby any means sure that this is a good
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